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PREFACE. 


npHE obiect of these volumes is to trace by means of the records deposited 
m the Foreign Department of the Government of India, the history of 
our Indian Empire from 1772, the year Warren Hastings became Goveinor of 
Bengal, to the 1st of February 1786, the day on which he resigned the office ot 
Qovernor-General. The story of the administration of Warren Hastings—one of 
the most important periods in the history of our Empire—is told by the letteis 
and narratives, tho dissents and discussions of the chief actors These have been 
printed letter by letter exactly as they were entered day by day in the Secret 
Proceedings of the Select Committee of Council. These Proceedings contain, as 
Sir James Stephen remarks, the most inteiesting, authentic and cuiious collec* 
tion of State papers in the world The Government of the Company, as Burke 
pointed out, was a government of writing, a government of record, and they con¬ 
trived that every proceeding m public council should be written—no debates 
merely verbal. “ Tho arguments, first or last, are to be m writing and recorded 
All other bodies, the House of Lords, Commons, Privy Council, Cabinet Council 
for secret State deliberations, enter only resolves, decisions, and final resolutions 
of affairs; the argument, the discussion, tho dissent, does very rarely, if at all 
appear But the Company has proceeded much further and done much more 
wisely, because they proceeded upon mercantile principles, and they have pro¬ 
vided, either by orders or by course of office, that all shall be written—the pro¬ 
position, the argument, tho dissent.” By the study of tho proposition, the argu¬ 
ment, the dissent, the historical student is now enabled to foim an independent 
3 udgment of events, and still more of the actors and their motives. In the case 
of Hastings and his administration, the world has not been sufficiently careful 
to test motives and actions, and has accepted without challenge the verdict 
of unscrupulous opponents and political partisans. The exaggerated charges 
of Burke against Hastings have left a stain, not only on the character of the 
man who founded our Empire, but on the nation whose mmi&ter he w'as To the 
eloquence of Burke was first due the unpiession that our Indian dominion was 
founded by enormous crimes This view was strengthened by the history of 
Mill, whose “ excessive dryness and severity of stylo,” to use the words of Sir 
James Stephen, “ produce an impression of accuracy and labour which a study 
of original authorities does not confirm.” Macaulay unfortunately accepted the 
statements of Mill without examination, and by hxs matchless style gave them 
wide circulation. The time however has come when tho rash and indiscri¬ 
minate judgments passed on Hastings and his work should be carefully revised by 
history, and the present volumes contain all the authentic documents necessary 
for the purposes of history. The value of these documents is too apparent to 
require observation. The ancient muniments of the Government of India now 
scattered among different offices contain the materials for that history of our 



Empire which, for the honour of England, ought not to remain unwritten. 
In musty records, fast falling into decay, are chronicled the deeds of valour by 
which the Empire was won, and the acts of statesmanship by which it has 
been maintained. In them are preserved the lessons of wisdom which the 
times past afford the present 

The despatches of Sir Eyre Coote describing his victories, and those of Ad« 
rairal Hughes giving graphic descriptions of his naval engagements against 
the French, printed in these volumes will be of interest to Englishmen as 
long as they reverence deeds of valour. The minutes of Francis and Hastings 
are not only of great interest as literary compositions but contain much 
that IS valuable to the statesman and administrator Hastings implored in 
his lifetime that his punctuation should not he altered, and I have respected 
his wishes. It 18 interesting and instructive to compare the style and punc¬ 
tuation of the two great opponents. The account of an interview between 
the English Envoy and Hyder Ally is an important historical document on ac¬ 
count of the light it throws on the character of the Mysore Chief. Of less im¬ 
portance but not without mterest is the letter written by George III to the 
Nawah of Arcot, dated Weymouth the 27th June 1770, informing him that 
he intended to bestow the Order of the Bath on Sir John Lindsay, Knight, 
and Eyre Oooto, Esquire, Major-General of our forces m the East Indies, and 
asking tlie Nawab to “ represent Our person upon this solemn occasion and that 
you will perform these functions for IJs which We always perform ourselves 
when the circumstances permit.” 

In order to make the selections more intelligible to the general reader, I 
have thought it advisable to prefix to them an introduction showing the hearing 
of these new materials upon history. For the introduction I have consulted 
the P».eports of the Parliamentary Committees on Indian Affairs published 
between 1772 and 1786 , the History of the Trial of Hastings published by 
Debrett, the Trial of Nundcoomar published by sanction of the Supreme Court, 
Debates of the House of Lords on the events delivered in the Trial of Warren 
Hastings, printed by Debrett, Impeachment against Warren Hastings by 
Ralph Broome, Esq ; Memoirs relative to tho state of India by Warren 
Hastings, Scott's Indian Tracts, and many other pamphlets published at the time 
of the Impeachment I have also referred to a number of old hooks such as 
Hamilton’s History of the Rohillas, the Life of Hafiz Rahmat Khan, and the 
Seir Mutakherin, from which I have derived considerable assistance 

The introduction has no official character or authority. 

It affords me much pleasure to acknowledge the valuable aid rendered me 
m the preparation of these volumes by Mr. Belletty of the Foreign Office 
The index is entirely his work 


Calcutta, 

8lh March 1890 


Q. W. FORREST. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I N 1772 Warren Hastings was appointed by the Couit of Directors “ to w.rrtB HMtmg.’ 

preside in their Council at Bengal ” Twenty-two years previously he had 
landed at Calcutta as a writer m the Company’s establishment and had spent 
the first seven years of his service m performing the duties of a merchant’s 
clerk appraising silks and muslins and copying invoices. While he was thus en¬ 
gaged Surajah Dowlah declared war against the English and Hastings was taken 
prisoner at Cossira Bazaar ]ust before the tiagedy of the Black Hole took place 
After his release, which he owed to the kind offices of the Dutch, he loined 
the fugitives from Calcutta at Fulta and fought as a volunteer under Clive in 
the battle of Budge-Budge and the other engagements which led to the 
recapture of the capital of Bengal The courage and political ability he dis¬ 
played at that critical time won him tho regaid of Clive and gained for him 
the appointment of Resident at the Court of Mcer Jaffir when that Prince was, 
after the battle of Plassey, proclaimed Nawab of Bengal Three years after 
ho became Member of Council and strenuously supported the Governor Mr. 

Vunsittart against lus corrupt Council. 

In 1764 Hastings returned to England after fifteen years’ service, a com¬ 
paratively poor man. Macaulay writes—** It is ceitam that at this time he 
continued poor, and it is equally ceitam that by cruelty and dishonesty be 
might easily have become rich It is certain that he was never charged with 
having borne a share in the worst abuses which then prevailed, and it is almost 
equally ceitam that, if he had borne a share m these abuses, his able and bitterest 
enemies who afterwards persecuted him would not have failed to discover and to 
proclaim his guilt ” It was about the time of the return of Hastings to England 
that the affairs of the East India Company began seriously to attract the atten- 
tion of Parliament, and in 1766 a Committee was appointed to inquire mto the 
state of the Company’s revenue, its relations with Indian Princes, and the 
general administration of its territory. Hastings was summoned to give 
evidence before the Committee, and tlie clear and strong view he expressed on 
the subject won for him both tho regard and gratitude of his old masters He 
had spent and lost the scanty fortune which he had brought home and was 
desirous of returning to India His application to be restored to the service 
of the Company was favourably received, and in 1768 tlie Court of Directors 
announced to the Madras Government the appointment of Hastings to be 
second in Council in these handsome terras—‘*Mr Warren Hastings, a gentleman 
who has served us many years upon tho Bengal establishment with great 
ability and unblemished chameter, offering himself to be employed again in 
our service, wo have, from a consideration of his just merits, and general 
knowledge of the Company’s affairs, been induced to appoint him one of 
the Members of our Council at your Presidency and to station him next below 
Mr Du Pr6 ” 

At Madras Hastings displayed such zeal and ability that he was selected aoT«morof 
by the Court of Directors to take charge of the Government of Bengal 
which at that time was specially m need of a strong man. The double 
Government established by Clive, by which the internal administration of 
the country had been placed in the hands of natives under the control 
of a few European supervisors, had proved a failure. The people grew 
poorer day by day and the native functionaries and zemindars richer To 
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remedy the evil, the Court of Directors determined, to place the mternal 
administration of Bengal and the collection of the revenue directly under 
their own European servants. They henceforward determined, to use their 
own words, “to start forth as Duan.” At that time the head of the 
native administration of Bengal was Mahomed Reza Khan, the Nawah or 
Deputy Nawah of Bengal, resident at Moorshedabad, and the head of the native 
administration of Behar was Shitab Roy, the Deputy Nawah of Behar, resi¬ 
dent at Patna. The first task imposed upon Warren Hastings when he took his 
seat as President of the Council on the 28th of April 1772 was to inform the 
Board that in consequence of orders received from the Secret Committee “ ho 
Ametof Mahoased has sent instructions to Mr Middleton to arrest the persons of Mahomed 
Beza Khan Cawu and Ra]a Amrit Sing, his Dewan, and to send them under a guard 

to Calcutta, that he has received advice from Mr Middleton, that the same 
has accordingly been put in execution.” A discussion then ensued as to the 
manner in which lleza Khan should be received on lus ariival at Calcutta, 
and it was resolved by the majority of the Board “ that one of the Members he 
sent to intimate to him the cause of his seizure, and to inform His Excellency 
of the points on which the Honourable Company express their displeasuic, and 
that they look to us to obtain satisfaction from him for the injuries which they 
conceive their affairs to have sustained by his mismanagement and coriupt 
administration. ”*—Hastmgs protested against the decision of the majority on 
the ground," that any public show of respect to Mahomed Roza Cawn in 
liis present circumstances will be inconsistent with the restraint which has 
been imposed upon him, and may counteract the end intended by it, in 
creating an opinion in the minds of the public that his power is but suspended, 
and thereby discouraging those who may have complaints to prefer against him 
by the fear of their falhng hereafter under the effects of lus resentment He 
also thinks it very unbecoming the character and dignity of a member of this 
administration to bo employed on a public deputation to a man who stands 
accused by the Court of Directors themselves of the most criminal conduct.”t 
A further conflict arose between Hastmgs and his colleagues as to the 
arrangements which he proposed should be made consequent on the deposition 
of Mahomed Reza Khan Hastmgs proposed that Munny Begum, the widow 
of the Nawah Meer Jaffor, whom Clive had placed on the throne of Bengal, 
should be made superintendent of the Nawab’s household and guardian of his 
person, and that Raja Goordas, the son of Nundcoomar, should assist her as 
Dewan. To the latter appointment a majorit;^ of the Committee objected on 
account of the notoriously bad character of the father, but they were not aware 
of the fact that m making the appointment Hastings was merely giving effect 
to a suggestion from the Court of Directors themselves that Nundcoomar’s 
services should be acquired and encouraged, f In a letter to the Court, he states— 
“ You directed ‘ that if the assistance aud information of Nundcoomar should be 
serviceable to me m my investigating the conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn, I 
should yield him such encouragements and reward as his trouble and the extent 
of his services may deserve There is no doubt that Nundcoomar is capable 
of affording me great services by his information and advice, but it is on his 
abilities, and on the activity of his ambition and hatred to Mahorfted Reza 
Cawn that I depend tor investigating the conduct of the latter and, by eradicat¬ 
ing lus influence, for confirming the authority which you have assumed in the 
administration of the affairs of this country The reward which has been 
assigned him vtill put it fully in his power to answer those expectations, and 
will he an encouragement to him to exeitall his abilities for the accomplishment 
of them Had I not been guarded by the caution which you have been pleased 
to enjoin me, yet my own knowledge of the character of Nundcoomar would 
have restrained me from yielding him any trust or anything which could prove 
detrimental to the Company’s interests”! He further adds—“I hope I shall 
not appear to assume too much importance in speaking thus much of myself m 
justification of the motives which led to his recommendation, that I had no 
connexion with Nundcoomar or his family prior to the receipt of your letter 

• Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 2BtU Apnl 1?72, Volume J, psge 3 
t /iii p&ge 6. 

t Memoirs of Wsrren Hnstmgs, by Oleig, Volume I, psge 2S0 
{ ZM pnge 2S1, 
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by the Lapwtng that on the contrary, from the year 1759 to the tune when I 
left Bengal in 17^, I was engaged m a continued opposition to the interests 
and designs of that man, because I judged him to be adverse to the welfare of 
my employers; and in the course of this contention I received sufficient mdica^ 
tions of his ill-will to have made me an irreconcilable enemy if I could suffer 
my passions to supersede the duty which I owe to the Company,*** Writing 
to a mend Hastings states—“ The man never was a favourite of mine, and was 
engaged in doing me many ill offices for seven years together.” But that 
Hastings could take an impartial view of the conduct of a bitter foe is apparent 
from the minute which he wrote regarding Nundcoomar. He tells his col* 
leagues that he “ does not take upon him to vindicate the moral character of 
Nundcoomar ” but “ nevertheless he thinks it but justice to make a distinction 
between the violation of a trust and an offence committed against our Govern¬ 
ment by a man who owed it no allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, 
but on the contrary was the actual servant and minister of a master whose 
interest naturally suggested that kmd of policy which sought by foreign aids 
and the diminution of the powers of the Company to raise his own consequence 
and to re-establish his authority ” Hastings proceeded to point out that 
Nundcoomar had never been charged with any instance of infidelity to the 
Sovereign to whom he owed allegiance, but that the high opinion which the 
Nawab Meer Jaffer himself entertained of the fidehty of Nundcoomar evidently 
appeared m the distinguished marks which he continued to shew him of bs 
favour and confidence to the latest hour of his life. “ His conduct in the succeed¬ 
ing administration appears not only to have been dictated by the same prmciples, 
but if we may be allowed to speak favourably of any measures which opposed 
the view of our Government and aimed at the support of an adverse interest, 
surely it was not only not culpable but even praiseworthy. He endeavoured (as 
appears by the extracts before us) to give consequence to his master, and to 
pave the way to his independence by obtaining a firman from the King for his 
appointment to the Subahship, and he opposed the promotion of Mahomed 
Beza Oawn because he looked upon it as a supersession of the rights and 
authority of the Nawab, He is now an absolute dependant and subject of the 
Company on whose favour he must rest all his hopes of future advancement.’'t 
The Court of Directors expressed their approval of the course which 
Hastings adopted in the following terms—“ Your choice of the Begum for 
guardian to the Nawab we entirely approve, t the use you intend making of Nund¬ 
coomar 18 very proper, and it affords us great satisfaction to find that you could 
at once determine to suppress all personal resentment when the public welfare 
seemed to clash with your private sentiments relative to Nundcoomar ”§ 
Mahomed Reza Khan and Rajah 8hitab Roy were both after a protracted trial 
acquitted of the charges brought against them, but their respective offices were 
abolished—a step which caused considerable annoyance and disappointment to 
the ambitious Nundcoomar, who had appeared as Reza Khan's accuser “and 
displayed both the art and the inveterate rancour which distinguished him.” 

“ Nundcoomar, ” wntes Macaulay, " had proposed to destroy the Mussulman 
administration, and to rise on its rum. Both his malevolence and his cupidity 
had been disappointed. Hastings had maiie him a tool, had used him for the 
puroose of accomplishing the transfer of the Government from Moorshodabad 
to Calcutta, from native to European han& The rival, the enemy, so long 
envied, so implacably persecuted, had been dismissed unhurt. The situation 
so long and ardently desired had been abolished. It was natural that the 
Governor should be from that time an object of the most mtense hatred to the 
vindictive Brahmin. As yet, however, it was necessary to suppress such 
feelings. The time was coming when that long animosity was to end in a 
desperate and deadly struggle.” 


• Memoln ol Wnnen Hsstmgi, b; Qleig, Volam* I, i>ag« 268 
t Secret Select Committee’e Proceeding!, 6th Angnst 1772, Volaine I, pages 23 »nd 24 
1 Burke iuone at hii apeochei deaenhw Munny Begum with oharaoterutic ferocl^7 But when I call this 
woman a dancing girl, litate aomething lower than Buropoana havean ideaot reepaoHng that iituation She was 
bom a slave bred a dianclDg girl Her dancing was not any of thoee noble and maieetW movemonte which make part of 
tha entertainnient of the moit wise, of the edneation ot the moat virtnons, which Improv. the nunnori without 
cormpting tha morale of all cirilued people and of which, among unoiviliscd people, the profeieora have their due share 
of edmlratton, but these daneei were not decent to be leen, nor lit to be related. I shall pass them by Your 
LordshiiM are to suppose the lowest degree of infamy and occupation and situation when I tell yon that Munny Bognm 
was a ilave and dandng girl" (Burke’s speeches on the impeachment of Warren Hastinga, Volume 1, page 265) 
Memwrt of Wanen laatingi, by Gleig, Volume I, page M7 



INTBODTTCTION. 


Hastings saw that the time had come when the Company must accept 
the responsibility of the government of the kingdom which Clive had won for 
them in the groves of Plassey. He wrote to the Directors—‘'You must 
establish your own power, or you must hold it dependant on a supenor which 
I deem to be impossible.” Ihe first step which Hastings took towards the 
establishment of the power of the Company was the removal of the Kevenue 
office and the Supenor Courts of Justice from Moorshedahad to Calcutta. 
“ By these arrangements,” he wntes, “ the whole power and government of 
the province will centre in Calcutta which may now be considered as the 
capital of Bengal • He also looked forward to the time when it should 
become “ the first city m Asia ”t Having converted Calcutta into the 
capital of Bengal, the question which immediately demanded the attention of 
Hastings was the settlement of the revenue. “ It was late m the season; the 
lands had suffered unheard-of depopulation hy the famine and mortality of 1769. 
V The collections violently kept up to their former standard had added to the 
distress of the country, and threatened a general decay of the revenue unless 
immediate remedies were applied to prevent it.” To remedy the existing state 
of affairs Hastings appointed a committee of which he was President, and they 
proceeded on a tour through the province “ On the 3rd Juno,” he writes, “ I 
set out with the committee. We made the first visit to Kissennagur, the capital 
of Nuddea, and formed the settlement of that distriot, farming it in divisions 
for five years We proceeded next to the city, where we arrived the last of the 
month Here a variety of occupations detained me till the 15th of last month— 
two months and a half. This period was employed in settling the collections 
and the government of the districts dependant on Mooreshedabad, which were 
large, very numerous, and intricate, m reducing the Nawab’s stipend from 
thirty.two lacs to sixteen, a work which ought to have taken place in January 
last, m reducing his pension list and other expenses; in forming, recommend¬ 
ing, and executing a new arrangement of his household, and in framing a new 
system for conducting the business of the Dewannee or revenue ’* t 

At the end of June Hastings returned to Calcutta, but the rest of the 
committee proceeded to visit the other districts. There was much work to he 
. done by him at the capital It was impossible to place the revenue adminis- 
Civii and Ciimmal tration on a sound footing without a thorough reform m the administration of 
Courts establisiied. pgtice, and tlie first step Hastings took towards accomplishing a reform was the 
establishment of a Criminal and Civil Court m every district. “The first 
consisted entirely of Mahomedans, and the latter of the principal officers of the 
revenue, assisted by the Judges of the Criminal Courts, and hy the most learned 
pundits (or professors of Hindu law), in cases which depended on the peculiar 
usages or institutions of either faith.”§ These Courts were made dependent on 
two Supreme Courts which weie estabhshed in the city of Calcutta, one for 
ultimate reference m capital cases, the other for appejJs. To give the people 
confidence in the new Courts and to enable the new tribunals to decide with 
certainty and despatch, Bastings caused a digest of the Hindu law to he pre¬ 
pared by ten of the most learned pundits in the province. He writes to 
Lord Mansfield '• This code they have written in their own language, the 
Sanscrit. A translation of it is begun under the inspection of one of their 
body into the Persian language, and from that into English The two first 
chapters I have now the honour to present to Your Lordship with this, as a 
‘■proof that the inhabitants of this land are not in the savage state in which they 
have been unfairly represented, and as a specimen of the principles which 
constitute the rights of property among them.” 

Hastings recognised the economic principle which Adam Smith put forward 
a few years later that the first interest of the sovereign of a people is that 
their wealth should increase as much as possible, and he was particularly im¬ 
pressed with the necessity for its application in a country like Bengal, 
where the revenue is chiefly denved from the land rent. When be became 
Governor, the foreign and domestic trade of the province had almost perished 
on account of the revival of the old trade abuses which Chve had destroy. 

* UcmoiTi of Wluroi Hutlng*, hj Oltlg, Vtdome I, p»ge 269 
t PHB 286. 

t IM 1>«««260 

S Ihxd ptgftlOl 
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led. A chief part of the revenues consisted of duties imposed on the transit 
ot good^but the servants of the Company exempted themselves from paying 
them. Hastings formed a new plan for collecting the customs. He wrote— 
‘‘ItIS simple, calculated for the freedom of trade, and liable to no abuses. All 
the petty chokeys of the country are withdrawn, and the distinction of the dus- 
tuck, which (among other objections) pointed out to the rogues in office what 
boats they were to pass unmolested and what they might plunder with impu¬ 
nity, IS abolished. The duty is fixed to 2^ por cent, the prices of every article 
fixed and made public, and the duty paid the goods pass unmolested to the 
extremities of the province The servants of the Company had monopolized 
the trade to the ruin of the native traders and thousands of poor weavers.f 
Hastings determined therefore to establish the system of ready money pur¬ 
chases; and “to declare tho weavers free to work for whom tliey will and to 
support them in that freedom ” He wrote to a friendThe Company and 
their collectors and chiefs of factones are the only merchants of the country, 
they force advances of money on the weavers, and compel them to give cloths, 
in leturn, at an arbitrary valuation, which is often no moie than the cost of 
the materials, so that the poor weaver only lives by running m debt to his 
employers, and tlius becomes their slave for life The collectors trade with 
the money which they get in tlie districts, which affects tho circulation as well 
as commerce of the country By the mode proposed the investment will be 
dearer, but the trade of the country will be restored, and indeed this country 
has wonderful resources for it. The remittances of the revenue will flow back 
in circulation, and in their customs or collections the Company will obtain an 
ample compensation for the difference which it will make m tlie price of their 
cloths. If they do not, they can better afford to pay dear for them than the 
Hutch or French can "{ 

To preserve peace, ITastiugs informed the Court, was one of the great aims 
of his administration, and like all far-seeing statesmen ho realised the fact that 
an efficient army was tho best method of maintaining it Owing to the weak¬ 
ness which seized the Mogul Empire after the death of Auiungzebc, India liad 
become the prey not only of tho 3at and the Mahratta, hut of desperate adven. 
turers of every race and sect. Bengal had been repeatedly devastated by 
hands of fanatics called Senaaaies § Hastings acted against them with vigour, 
and after some hard fighting they weie driven acioss the borders Ho also 
determined to rehevo the province of Coocli Behar from tho grasp of the 
Booteas. The task proved a difficult one Tho Booteas, strong hardy mouti- 
tameers, fought with valour They made a desperate defence of the fort of 
Cooch Behar which Captain Jones stormed and took with the loss of nearly one- 
fourth of his detachment killed and wounded He writes—“ I have lost good 
many sepoys and many moie wounded Lieutenant Dickson is wounded in 
the breast and knees. I have received a ball through my right aim Tho 
sepoys behaved extremely well 1 cannot sufficiently praise tlio biaveiy and 
resolution of the officers under my command ”|| After some furthei fighting 
the Booteas were expelled and orderly government introduced into the distuct 
of Cooch Behar. 


* Meinmia of Warren Hastinga, by Gleig, Volumo I, page 301 

t " A iiuraber of these weavera arc goii< rally alao regiatereil ui the hooka ot the Company’s gonjaatalia thus not per 
mitud to work for any othors, being transferred from on- to another ns so many slaves subject to the tyranny and 
roguery of evoiy aucocodiiig gomaatah Tho oleth, when made, is collected m a warehouse for tho purpose, called a 
kbattah whore it is kept marked with the weaver’s nnine, till it is convenient for tho goinnstah to hold a khattah, as 
the term is, for assorting and Using the price of each piece on which bnamosa ii employed an officer called tha Com- 
pony’s jschendar, or assorker Tln> roguery practised in this dipartment la beyond iinngiuafion, but all ti rminates m 
the defrauding of tho poor weaver, for the pritee which the Company's gomaslahs, and, m confederacy with them, the 
' lacbondsTi fix upon the gooda, sie in all places at least fifteen per cent and in some oven loity per cent less than the 
' ioods so manufactured would sell for in tho public bnssar, or market, upon a free sale The weaver, therefore, 
desirous of obtaining the just price of his labour, frequently attempts to sell hie cloth pt irately to otl^, partionlsrly 
to the Dutch and French gomastahs, who ate always ready to lecaiie it This occasions fiia English Company’s 
Eomastah to set hii peons over tho weaver to watch him, and not onfroquontly to out tlie piooft out of tho loom when 
nearly finished ” (Consideration of Indian Affairs by VFiUiam Bolts, Loudon, HDCCXXU ) 

J Memoiii ot Warron Hastings by Gleig, Volume I, psge 805 

8 “The history of this people licnnous They inhabit, or rather possess, the comitry lying south of tlie hills 
a Tibbot from Canbul to China They go mostly naked They hare neither towns, Imuaes, nor families, but rove 
contlnuellT from place to place, recruiting their numbers with the healthiest chililren they i an steal iii the countries 
Sroneh which they pass Thus they are tiie stouUst and roost aitiye men in lodia Many u « merchanU Th, y are 
allnilarims andholdbyallcasteBof Gentooa in great veneiation This mfaUatioh prevents our obtaimng any iiiUl 
llmncoof their motions, or aid from the country against them, notwithstanding very rigid orders which have been 
Dubllihed for these purposcB, insomuch that they often appear in iho heart of the province ns if thev droppod from 
heaven They are hardy, bold, and enthusiaatic to a degree surpaasing tnilit Such are tho Sonassies, the gipsies of 
Hlndostan ’’--(Memoirs of Waticn Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page SOS ) 

11 Seeret Seloct Committca’i Proceedings, I7th Febiuary 1773, Volnme 1, pago 28 
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After introducinff reforms into every bmncli of the administratioil and 
establishing peace and order in the province, Warren Hastings turned his atten¬ 
tion to foreign affairs England was then in a situatipn with regard to the 
Native powers very different from that which she held at the close of Hastings’ 
HMtingii’ Foreign splendid administration. Regarded with jealousy and suspicion by all, she 
was held in respect by none. She had bound herself by treaty to pay tri¬ 
bute to the Great Mogul, and she had made over to him the provinces of Corah 
and Allahabad in order that he might gather means to support the dignity of a 
crown whose splendour had once fllM with amazement travellers from all 
quarters of the globe. But the Great Mogul had become only a tool in the 
hands of the Mahrattas, and to them he was compelled to transfer the pro¬ 
vinces given to him by the English. Hastings saw that the presence of these 
marauders at our gate was a grave and menacing danger Peace and prosperity 
in our own territory were an impossibility. He acted with his usual promptness 
and courage. He determined to pay no more tribute to a sovereign who was 
incapable of affording the English frontier protection He also determined to 
restore the provinces of Corah and Allahabad to the Vi/ier of Oude from 
whom they had been taken by Clive. James Mill in his History of India 
writes —“The choice lay between preserving them for the Emperor and making 
them over to the Vizier. Generosity, had it any place in such arrangements, 
pleaded with almost unexampled strength m behalf of the foilorn Emperor, the 
nominal sovereign of so vast an Empire, the representative of so illustrious a 
race, who now possessed hardly a roof to protect him Justice too, or some¬ 
thing not easily distinguished from justice, spoke on the same side considering 
that, in the first place, the Emperor had a right to the piovinces, both by his 
quality of sovereign of India, and also by the peculiar concession and grant of 
the English Comjiany, if not in express terms for, most certainly m considera¬ 
tion of, bis not absolutely necessary but highly useful grant of the Dewanee 
of the three great and opulent provmeesof Bengal, Behar and Orissa; andtliat, 
in the second place, he could not, by any fair construction, be deemed to have 
forfeited any right by the surrender of tlio provinces, an act which was in the 
highest degree involuntary and therefore not his own.”* The choice lay, not 
between preserving them for the Ihoaperor and making them over to the Vizier, 
but between allowing them to remain in the hands of the Mahrattas or 
restoring them to the Vizier to whom they once belonged. The Emperor’s 
right to them was purely titular, the same right which he possessed over the 
whole kingdom of Oude, and this titular right he owed to the English In the 
report which ho laid before the Board regarding his negotiations with the 
Nawab Sujah-ul*Dowla at Benares whither he had gone in June 1773, Hastmgs 
writes as follows “ Had we restored these districts to the King, who so lately 
abandoned them, and who is confessedly unable by his own strength to maintain 
them, we should still have be?n burthened with the care of their defence, or we 
should have given them only nominally to the King, but in reality to the 
Mahrattas, the evil consequences of which it is needless to eaumerate.”t Mill 
IS not quite accurate when he states that the surrender of the provinces to the 
Mahrattas was “ an act which was in the highest degree involuntary and there¬ 
fore not his own.” In spite of the advice of the Council in Calcutta, who 
warned him of the danger of such a movement, the Emperor threw himself 
into the arms of the Mahrattas and was by them installed on the throne of 
Delhi But, whether the act was voluntary or involuntary, the possession of 
the provinces by the Mahrattas was moompatible with the safety of our domi¬ 
nion Regarding the allegation that the Emperor was unable to protect them, 
Mill writes—“ But it is certamly true, that the Emperor was not less able at 
that time than be was at the time when they were first bestowed upon him; 
or than he was at any point of the time during which they had been left at 
bis hands.” t When they were bestovied upon him the Mahrattas had not re¬ 
covered from their crushing defeat at Pamput; and had not equipped an army 
of fifty thousand horse and a large body of infantry, with a ahmerous artiUery to 
recover their footing and renew their spoliations. The Emperor was not at that 
time, to use the words of Mill himself, “ no better than an instrument in the 

• MiU’i Hlator; of Inclui, Volnwe IIT, pag« 896 

t Secret Select Committee’) Procerdinga, 4th Ootolwr 1}78, Volume 1, (wj,) 60 Murehmuu’e Hutor; of lodit, 
piige 178 

t Uiil't Hietor; Of India, Volnme III, page $98 
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hands of the Mahrattas.” Mill says; “that the English strengthened their 
barrier, by giving to a crude native Government a vast frontier to defend, 
instead of combining against the Mahrattas the forces of the Eohillas, the 
Emperor and the Vizier, will hardly be affirmed by those who reflect how easily 
the balance among those pei sons might have been trimmed or who know the 
consequence of the arrangement that was formed For a sum of money, Corah 
and Allahabad were tendered to the Vizier”* To combine the forces 
of the Rohillas, the Emperor, and the Vizier against the Mahrattas was an im¬ 
possibility. All were jealous of the growing power of the English The Emperor 
was now an instrument in the hands of the Mahrattas An alliance between 
them and the Rohillas had already once been concluded, and negotiations were 
on foot for an alliance between them and the Vizier All that Hastings could 
do was to make the alliance between the Vizier and the English as stable as 
possible, and it could only be made stable by making the power of the Vizier 
entirely dependent on English bayonets As Hastings wrote to the Board—” By 
ceding them to the Vizicr we strengthen our alliance with him, we make him more 
dependant upon us as he is more exposed to the hostilities of the Mahrattas, we 
render a junction between him and them, which has been some times apprehended, 
morally impossible, since their pretentions to Corah will he a constant source ot 
animosity between them, we free ourselves from the expense and all the 
ilangers attending either a remote property or a remote connection, we adhere 
literally to the limited system laid down by the Hon’blc Court of Directors, 
we are no longer under the necessity of exhausting the wealth of our own pro¬ 
vinces in the pay and disbursements of our brigades employed at a distance 
beyond them; but by fixing the sum to be paid by the Vizier for their services 
at their whole expense, and by removing every possible cause for their passing 
our own borders hut at his requisition and for his defence, we provide effec¬ 
tually for the protection of our frontier, and reduce the expenses of our army 
even in employing it, and lastly we acquire a net sum of 60 lacs of rupees 
most seasonably obtained for the relief of the Company’s necessities, and the 
deficient circulation of the currency of the provinces^’ The plea put forward 
by Mill that the Emperor deserved more generous treatment on account of his 
having bestowed on the English the Dewanee of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, is 
met by the following remarks of Hastings—” Whatever policy suggested the 
first idea of the tribute, and whatever title he may ho conceived to have had 
to the payment of it while he remained under our protection and united*his 
fortune with ours, his late conduct has forfeited every claim to it, and made it 
even dangerous to allow it, even if the resources of Bengal and the exigencies 
of the Company could any longer admit of it Our conduct towards him has 
certainly afforded matter of admiration to the whole people of Hindoostan, 
whether they construe it as the effect of a mistaken principle of duty, the just 
return of benefits received, or attnbute it to some hidden cause. We have 
persevered with a fidelity unknown to them in an unshaken alliance to a pageant 
of our own creation, and lavished on him the wealth of this country, which 
is its blood, although not one of his own natural subjects has ever afforded him 
the least pledge of voluntary obedience, although om constituents have been 
compelled to withhold the le^al claims of our own sovereign, although we have 
loaded them with an accumulated debt of a orore and a half of rupees, almost 
the exact amount of the sums remitted for the use of a man who m return 
has ungratefully deserted and since headed armies against us It is unjust to 
at^ue, in support of his pretensions on the Company, that the tribute is no 
more than a reasonable acknowledgment for the favour which they received 
from him m the grant of the Dewannee They gave him all They received 
nothing from him, hut a presumptuous gift of what was not his to give, hut 
what they had already acquired by their own power, the same ^ower to which 
he was indebted for his crc.wn. and even for lus existence.”! 

On the 24th June 1773 Hastings left Calcutta for Benares, where it Hoiiiicund. 
was arranged he should have an interview with the Vizier of Oude. Before 
his departure he h^d received letters from him complaining of the treachery 
and breach-of faith of the Rohilla chiefs, and expressing a desire to invade 
and conquer their country. "The situation of the Rohilla country which the 

• HjIVb Hiitory of Ini'*, Volwn* III, page 398 

t Secret Select Comnilttee’i Proceeding*, 4th October 1773, Volume I, p«ge 61 
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Vizier proposed to conquer is described by Hastings as follows: “ It lies open 
to the south. It is bounded on the west by the Ganges and on the north and 
east by the mountains of Tartary. It is to the province of Oudh, m respect 
both to its geographical and political relation, exactly what Scotland was to 
England before the reign of Queen Elizabeth.'’ * In the earliest times the 
country bore the name of Kather and was peopled by a highly civilized Aryan 
race. In 1290 it was brought into subjection to the Musulman rule, and in 
the days of the Great Moghul Emperors it was ruled by a succession of Moghul 
Governors appointed from Delhi About 1673 two brothers, named Shah .^um 
and Hussein Khan, adventurers from Afghanistan, settled in Kather f and 
obtained some small employments under the officers of the Moghul Government, 
but neither of them adopted the country as a permanent residence Hussein 
Khan had a slave, Baud Khan, who, when his master returned to Afghanistan, 
was permitted to proceed to India to seek his fortune. Baud Khan was a man 
endowed with considerable military skill and bravery, and he quickly got around 
him a numerous band of Afghan followers. For the good service he rendered 
the Emperor m defeating a body of Mahrattas, he was granted a small district. 
The adventurer rewaided the Emperor’s generosity by taking service with the 
Rajah of Kumaon, who was at war with the Empire. The Rajah, however, 
having grown suspicious of the fidelity of Baud, invited him to a friendly 
meeting, made him a prisoner, and killed him by cutting off his feet and 
extracting the smews from the stump. Baud’s adopted son at once took pos¬ 
session ot his estates and placed himself at the head of his forces He was at 
the time only a lad of fouitecn years, but strengtli of character and ability com¬ 
pensated for lack of years By birth he belonged to the J at caste, but the Afghan 
adventurer during one of his campaigns finding him amongst some of his pri¬ 
soners took a fancy to him, adopted him, made him a Musulman and named 
him All Muhammad J Ah Muhammad on his accession turned his attention to 
the extension of his dominion, and by his skill and courage soon made him¬ 
self supreme throughout the Kather region which hencefoiward was known by 
the name of Rohilcund on account of the Afghans who followed the standard 
of Ah § After enjoying for five years the almost undisputed sovereignty of 
Rohilcund, All Muhammad was besieged in the fortress of Bangarh, forced to 
surrender and carried a prisoner to Delhi. Ho had only been six months a pri¬ 
soner when some five or six thousand Fathans appeared before the palace at 
Delhi and demanded his surrender The capital being bare of troops tlie 
Emperor was compelled to yield. He appointed Ah to the governorship of a 

• Meraoiri ot Warren naetingn. by Oleig, Volume I, puKo 358 

t Kather, ahortly apealcmg, la the name of the North Eastern portion of the modern aohilcund l)ing be)ond the 
Raiogtiiga. 

t Thli account of Ali’i origin ii no doubt extremely diataatefnl to the Pathatii themielvea That their hero ihould 
have been born of n b} no meane exalted Hindu taale, that be should have been a cuplire taken lU petty war, and 
adopted sou of a slave, grates on their feelings They prefer to coneider him the son of Shah Alam Hut that he wns 
what we have here described him is shown by the best eontomporary authority as well as by a comiaoii saying of the 
Hindus themselves — , 

Aise se aise dekho Farbhii ke tbft, 

Aonia kA rAja bbayo Bakauh ka Jat 

See from God’s will wbat mighty changes spi mg, 

Bakaiili’t Jat became great Aoiila’s King "—(Gazetteer, North Western Provinces, volume V, Rohilcund) 

“ Hamilton in bis History of the Rolulla Afghans, pubbabed in 1788, wntes Some accounts have said that Ali 
Muhammad waa not the ion of Hand, but by birth a Hindu, and adopted ny bim Thia, however la not only an 
iiiiongraity (ai a Hindu la aeldom or ever known to be adopted by a Husanlman), but la mnroover altogether uusup 
ported in the ariguml Persian mannsenpt, where he is positively mention'id as Oaiid’s second son ” 

$ “ The Hohillas or Kuhilai were Pathana, that ia to sav, men of Afghan or Baluchi extraolion Their name la 
said to mean, in aome transinuntane language, ktUmen Why it abould have boon applied to the Pathana of what ia 
now called Rohilcund, latherthan to other adventiireTa ot aimilar origin, it le difficult to anyQiiietteer, North- 
Wistern Provinces, volume V, Rohilcund Mill m Volume II, p 326, m a mite writes ae follows ‘'This district 
which nve its name to the Rohillas, a people coniuleriible m the history ot British India, is said by Mayor Stewart, 
on his Persian anthontles, to have been the original aeat of the Afghans, whose moantamous country (Boh aigniflei 
a monntainoOB country, and Rohillas, monntameers or highlanders) extended, aooording to the same authority, in 
length from Sewad and fiiyore to the town of Sni, in Bnkhareat, and in breadth, from Hiissin to Babul "—Stewart’s 
Bengal, page 127 Mr Horace Uayman Wilson in commenting on this passage writes —" 'There la aome curioas 
blundering, either by Stewart or the anthor.ties bo baa followed in theie itatementa , nnd it the lattey, it la extra¬ 
ordinary that he should have cited them without correction What contiguity could Bukharest possibly have to any 
part of the Afghan country, and where arc Hnasiu and Kabul ? Feriahta furnishes a more acenrate version Bch 
extends in length, be save, from Swgd and Bayonr, to Sni, in the district of Bhukkur, and m breadth, from Huauii 
Ahdal to Kabul According to him Rob means mountain in the Afghan language, but no snob term ooeurs in the list of 
Pnshtn words collected by Mr Elpbmatone, nor in a Pushtu vocabulary, compiled by* Mobabbet Khan, of which a 
manuscript IS in thelibiaiyof the East India Company, Boh ii there explained to be the name of an extensive 
country, intormedinte between Iran and Turin, bouneed on the north by Ksahkar, on the south by Baluchiatan, 
on the west by Horst, and Kashmir on the asst, being in fact the country of the Afghans It may be doubted if 
this description is very accurate, Bob ie«nifi» offer trarea of the older appellation of a district of more limited 
•stent, or Ancboais A town called Bob iuj u noticed by Ibn Hakil, not far from Gbisni W 
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district north of Delhi, but kept two of his sons as hostages. Shortly after this 
Ahmed Khan, the chief of the Abdalies, who, after the death of Nadir Shah, 
had united the Afghan States into one monarchy, invaded India Ah took 
advantage of the embarrassment of the Empire to march into Rohilcund and 
re-establish his sway over his own dominion, and when in the same year a 
new Emperor mounted the Imperial throne he procured an Imperial firman 
conferring on him almost the whole of Rohilcund He was busy establishing 
bis authority on a firm basis when he was struck with a mortal illno-ss His 
elder sons weie captives m Afghanistan, his younger sons were too young to take 
an active part in the administration Summoning his chiefs around him Ah 
named ins third son his successor as long as his elder brotliers did not return, 
and appointed Rahmat Khan, the son of Shah Alum, to bo protector or regent. 

He was to be assisted mthe task of government by three pnncipal chiefs All 
swore on the Koran to he faithful to the interests of All’s cbildienand all 
betrayed their trust The teriitory was divided among the children and chiefs, 
and Rahmat took the most important portion and became head of the Eohilla 
confederacy 

When war broke out between the English and the Vizier of Oude, 
Sujah-ul-dowla sought the aid of the Rohillas, and the son of Rahmat Khan was 
despatched with six thousand men to assist him He was present at the battle 
of Patna when the Vizier’s army was compelled to retire to Buxar After the 
decisive victory of Buxar, Shuja-ul-dowla again sought the aid of Rahmat Khan 
to check the advance of the English. lie joined the Vizier with three thousand 
men, and the two allies were m May 1765 defeated by General Carnao at Kura 
Six years after this the Mahrattas invaded Rohilcund aiid plundered and 
destroyed all before them The Kohilla Chiefs retired into the dense forests 
of tlieTerai where they remained inactive in their intrenchments for four wvftd# 

months The Vizier fearing that the Mahrattas might invade las territory 
advanced with some English battalions under the command of General Sir 
Roben-t Barker, the Commauder-in-Cbief of the Bengal army, to the borders 
of Oude Negotiations were opened with the Rohilla chiefs icgarding the 
measures to be taken for the expulsion of the Mahrattas from Rohil- 
cund Hafiz Ramat visited the camp of Sujali-ul-Dowlah, and a treaty between 
the Vizier and himself on the part of the Rohilla sardars was agreed upon. To 
give gi eater validity and effect to the treaty in the minds of the contracting 
parties, it was executed and sworn to m the presence of the English Command- 
er-in-Chief and countersigned by him (June 1773) It would be difficult 
to construct a document mom simple and explicit. The Vizier l,, 

“either hy peace or tear'' todiive the Mahrattas out of Rohilcund, and to do so R*!hiiia'Lrd»r, * 
again if they again invaded the land aftei the “rainy season ” In letuin the 
Kohilla sardars promised to pay the Vizier within a little over tliiee years 
forty lakhs of rupees. The Mahrattas shortly after withdrew and the Rohillas 
emerged from their mountain fastness. * 

The treaty was signed m June, and in November, when the floods of the 
rainy season had subsided, the Mahiattas again advanced towards the Ganges 
with the intention of invading Rohilcund It was known that Rohilcund 
was only regarded by them as the most accessible highway to Oudh, and an 
English brigade at the request of the Vizier occupied his kingdom When 
news arrived that the Mahrattas were approaching Ramghat where the Ganges 
could easily be crossed, the Oudh and English troops marched to the borders 
of Rohilcund to check their advance and surprised the Mahrattas just as they 
were on the point of crossing the river, at a ford five miles from Raragbat 
Marching up the nver they found a large body of the enemy encamped 
on the other bank who opened fire upon them with their heavy guns The fire 
of the Mahrattas was quickly silenced, and with some haste they removed their 
camp to safer ground. The English crossed m pursuit but the chase was fruit¬ 
less. On their return they found that Rahmat Khan had joined the Vizier 
He’had, in order to avoid paying the subsidy, been makinjr overtures to the 
Mahrattas, but finding that, owing to the rapid and victorious movements of the 
English, treachery and prociastin.ation were no longer possible, he joined 
Sujah-ul-Dowla. On the English tell the task of checking the further advance 

• Hietory of tUe KobiU* Afgham, by Hamilto#. 
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of the Mahrattas and driving them from Bohilound.* Shortly after they had 
been compelled by the united armies to retire beyond the borders of Bohilound 
news reached them of disturbances at Poona, and the main body marched to 
the capital of the Deccan. 

The Vizier now demanded from the BohiUas payment of the sum 
due under the treaty, but they shuffled and hesitated till at length Sujah- 
ul’Dowla determined to take possession of their country as a recompense for 
their breach of faith. At the interview which took place at Benares, the 
Vizier had broached this matter to Hastings, who makes the following men* 
tion of it in his report to the Board: “The Vizier,” he writes, “was at first 
very desirous of the assistance of an English force to put him in posses¬ 
sion of the Bohilla country lying north of his dominions and east of the 
Ganges, "^^is has long been a favorite object of his wishes, and you will 
recollect that the first occasion of my late visit was furnished by a proposal of 
this Wnd He had certainly just grounds of resentment agamst the chiefs of 
this nation, who had not only failed m their engagements to pay him forty lakhs 
of rupees for his protection against the Mahrattas, but had actually supplied 
them with money when they appeared in arms against him. He offered to 
make the Company a consideration for this service of forty lakhs of rupees 
besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of our troops, but he afterwards 
laid aside this design, fearing that it would disable him from fulfilling his 
engagements for Corah and Allahabad I enclose for your observation No 10, the 
onginal agreement of the Bohilla chiefs witnessed by General Barker; No. 11, 
a translation of the same; No. 12, a translation of a letter which I received from 
Hafiz Bahmat Cawn, in whose name the agreement was ratified; and No. 13, 
a translation of a narrative delivered to me by the Vizier m reply to it. The 
measures to be pursued for his security on that quarter must therefore be 
determined by future occurrences. I was pleased that he urged the scheme ot 
this expedition no further, as it would have led our troops to a distance from 
our own borders which I would wish ever to avoid, although there are powerful 
arguments to recommend it.”t 

Hafiz Bahmat Khan in his letter makes statements totally at variance 
with the treaty which he signed, and puts forward a palpable falsehood when 
he states that the English General and the Vizier sent envoys to him “desiring 
that I would enter into no terms with the Mahrattas, and they would give me 
back my engagement for forty lakhs of rupees and do everything both for my 
present and future security ”t He had the temerity to conclude as follows. “ But 
at length they left everything unfinished, and, after temporizing for a long time 
with the Mahrattas, returned to their own homes, leaving me still a prey to the 
Mahrattas You are no doubt acquainted with all these proceedings. It is a 
point which requires justice andconsideiation ”§ The Nawab with much greater 


* Intalligeace of tlieM movemcDti quiokensd the action of the allioa, and an Engliih detachmont wai with all 
•peed lent to check the further pa»«ag« of the Hnrhatta* A body of about 4 000 Marhatta hor»o were snrprited m 
the act of croiamg by a ferry some Are miles below Bamghat, but on the appearance of the hostile force they re 
treated scatheless to the southern bank, and the GnKlisb porsoed their march up the river to Aiadpur, therobv separat¬ 
ing the division ot Ucsajr from that of Holkar, which, as already meuiionod, hod started for the Moradabad district 
On arriving at the bank of the Ganges near Asadpnr the British were assailed by a Lannonade from the Marhatta Artil¬ 
lery across the river But our guns replied with each effect that those of the enemy weie silenced, and the Marhattas 
with some precipitation removed their camp to safer ground On the following day Hahmat, finding further procras 
tmation impossible, joined Sbnja-ud daula It was now arranged that the English should account for the Mahrattas 
under Besaii, while the combined armies of Shujn-nd daula and the Rohillas should puisne the force of Holkar Sir 
Robert Barker’s brigade orossed the Ganges at Ramgbat, but Beeaji avoided an aotion, and decamped with such speed 
that the English were able to re cross over into the Uudaun district on the following day 

Here they fonnd that, owing to mutual suspicion, snd perhaps to some quarrel abont the subsidy, Sbuja ud-dsnia 
and Hafiz Rahmat had remained inective It wae therefore loft for Genenu Barker to expel Holkar from Rohllkhand, 
and marching towards Sambbal be performed that operation without the least opposition (1778) (Qatetteer of Rohil- 
cund—Budaun, p, 118) Hamilton’s Rohellas, pp 194-196 

t Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 4tb Ooteber 1778, Volnme I, page 51 

Mill’s remaiks concerning Bahmat Khan’s breach of faith are a oharactenatio example of his special pleading 
and Inacenracy “Theunhappy Rohillae, it seemi, procrastmited and evaded, with respect to the demand which was 
now violently made upon them for payment of the formerly stipnlated price of defenoe—a payment which had not been 
earned, since they had never been defended; which they were not able to pay, sinoe their country hod teen repeatedly 
ranged and itript, of which the exaction was m reality a frand since the return for it was never intended to ^ 
made, which it was no wonder they were reluctant to pay to the man who was impatient to assail them, and whom the 
use of their money would only strengthen for their destraetion ” Mill loaes sight of the fact that by the terms of the 
treaty it was agreed that the payment should be made if the Mahrattas were driven out “ either by peace or wa*,” 
snd that they were driven out by the Vixler through the assistance of Gie English 
Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 4th October 1773, Volume T, page 60 
S JJmJ ” paje 61. 
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justice accuses Rahmat Khan of breach of faith and treachery. He writes • “ I 
also called to me Hafiz Rahmat Cawn and the others who had taken protec¬ 
tion under the lulls, and replaced them on their former footing m the posses¬ 
sion of their country My friend General Barker is well acquainted with these 
circumstances, in whoso presence they entered into an engagement for the pay- 
ment of forty lakhs of rupees, and pledged their faith and religion for its perfoi-m- 
ance In the sequel they did not remain steady to this agreement, but in the 
height of the rams, antecedent to every other person, Zabitta Cawn farst went 
and connected himself with tho Mahrattas, and Hafiz Rahmat Cawn sent the 
holy Coran, winch contains the rcligum of the Mussalmen, to the Mahrattas as 
a token of his friendship. He also gave them five lakhs of rupees and estab- 
lished a friendship and good understanding with them The whole world 
are well acquainted that envoys from Hafiz Rahmat were with the Mahrattas, 
and treated with them m the above manner. Myself continuing firm and 
steady to my engagements, I proceeded in concert with the English troops from 
Fyzabad to the assistance of the Rolullas and arrived by successive maiclies to 
Raragaut. I previously acquainted Hafiz Rahmat C.awn that he should make 
preparation, and that I should shortly arrive and act in conjunction with him 
As Hafiz Rahmat Cawn had entered into intrigues with the Mainattas not¬ 
withstanding I was near him, and the Mahrattas at a considerable distance, 
he nevertheless under various pretensions and evasions drew near the Mahiatta 
army to such a degree that the morning when I arrived with the English forces 
and came upon the Mahrattas, Hafiz Raliraat Cawn was within seven or eight coss 
of them, when from necessity only he came and waited on me. I am certain that 
if I had been four guinea later with the English forces, he would liaveiomed the 
Mahr.ittas and fallen upon me, and that onl) from my near approach ne was 
compelled to come tome Aftei wards when the Mahrattas could not face the 
English forces and myself, and set out for the Deccan, Hafiz Rahmat Cawn did 
not pay me a single daam on account of the agreement executed in picsence ot 
the General as aforementioned nor did he treat mo with that respect or pie- 
sent me with the customary presents, which are used amongst mankind as 
marks of friendship and hospitality ”• 

Mill asserts that Hastings inserted the paragraph regarding the Rohillas 
in his report because " with a view to the future, it was politic to explain 
that the Vizier showed at first a desiie to obtain English assistance for the 
seizure of the Rohilla country, it was politic also to state the pretexts by 
which the expediency of that assistance might best appear to he es'ablisbcd ” 

With legard to Hastings’ remark that he was pleased that the Vizier urged 
the scheme of the expedition no furthei as it would have led our tioops to 
a distance, Mill writes “ Yet we have it Irom his pen that ho ‘ encouraged ’ 
the Vizicr to the enterjinse as what promised to be of the greatest advantage 
to the Company ” Mill also states that “ It was agreed betw^ecn Hastings 
and the President that whenever the time convenient foi the extirpation of 
the Rolullas should arrive, the .assistance of the English should not he wanling, 
and that the agreement respecting the Rohillas which it had been settled 
between the Piesideut and Vizier might be conveniently kept out of the 
ostensible treaty was wholly suppressed ” 

The charge brought by Mill that Hastings had withheld from his colleagues 
information regarding his negotiations with the Vizier, and that the agreement 
made by him with the Nawab respecting the Rolullas w.is kept out of the treaty, lespeamK ins 
was answered by Hastings when it was first brought against him by Francis—" 1 
found him, [the Vizier],” he wrote to the Directors, "still equally bent on the 
design of reducing the Rohillas, which I encouraged, as I had befoie done, 
by dwelling on the adi^antages which he would derive from its success, hut 
objecting with great force the orders of the Company restiicting us from such 
remote schemes of conquest, to which therefore I could not assent without 
such conditions obtained in return for it as might obviate their displeasure 
and win their sanction to so hazardous and unauthorized a measure. I fear 
not to quote these expressions addressing myself to fair and unbiassed judges 
who will not infer my real sentiments from the style and argument of a poii- 
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tical nef;otiation In commenting on a letter written by General Olavering, 
Mr. Monson, and Mr. Francis, Hastmgs wrote as follows •— 

"I have already observed that 1 infoimed Messrs Lawrell, Vansittait, and Lambert, 
who weie deputed with me by the Board, of eveiy circumstance that passed during the whole 
comse of the negotiation, but it was unnecessary that these eiioumstauees should be recorded, 
when they had become entirely foreign to the terms of the treaty The Rohilla expedition 
was laid ande, or more properly, it bad not been adopted, for the Vizier’s proposal on this 
subject had never been ratified It la tiue an option remained with tlie Vizier to renew this 
subject, but an option also remained with the administration either to reject or assent to it 
It so happened that he did renew the subject, but at the time of concluding the Beoares 
Treaty, it appeared probable to me that ho would not leuew it, and wliere was the occasion 
for loading out recoida with the paiticulars of transactions which had been voluntarily laid 
aside by the Vizier who was the inteiested paity in them, especially as they had been un¬ 
reservedly communicated by myself and the members who had been with me to the other 
members of the administration in pnvate intercourse. If he had renewed the proposal, it was 
then time enough to enter upon a public discussion of this matter, when it became a measme 
of administration and was decided upon by them This is precisely the case with the measure 
in question. Advantagis were drawn from the Vizier’s eagerness to pmsue it which were 
happily letained by the Company, when the object of them had been stiuck out of the treaty 
If he never had renewed it, these advantages would have remained with the Company, when 
he did renew it I thought it but common justice to point out to the Boaid the ooneessions 
which this conaideiation had induced him to grant There were no ponliee sngagemnk 
entered into relative to this matter It remained with the Board to determine wbat influence 
these circumstances should have in their decisions, and the question ' whether the Vizior 
should or should not be assisted in attacking the Rohillas' remained open and enhte for the 
decision of the Boaid. If these ciicumstances had some weight in the judgment of the 
Board, it docs not follow that they were pontine engagements. The word secret is next used, 
surely not for candid purposes, and is applied to my having withheld from the Court of 
Directors’ information respecting the Rohilla expedition, when I bad no information to com¬ 
municate to them, but that the expedition was laid aside ” 

In the strictures which the gentlemen of the majority make upon past transactions, 
having a complete view of everything that has happened, they reason upon events lespeoting 
my conduct before they had taken place, and seem to condemn me for not having seen into 
futuuty When the Vuiei, altei being so eager to adopt the Rohilla expedition, all at once 
gave it up, although he bad conceded pait of the terms upon which it was to have been undei- 
taken, it did not appear to me probable that he would have renewed the proposal oi that future 
ciicumstances not lying within the reach of human foiesight would happen to recommend it, 
but the gentlemen of the majority, knowing that the Rohilla expedition was afterwards adopt¬ 
ed, accuse me foi not having enteied into .i full discussion and explanation of that subject, at 
a tune when I hai little reason to expect it would ever tale place I ceitaiiilj thought 
it possible, and this is the plain moaning cf the words used in my report upon the subject, mz , 
‘ that the measures to be pursued for liis security in that quarter must be determined by future 
occurrences ' That is, it the Rolulla would pay the forty lakhs due from them and join in a 
scheme of defensive alliance with the Vi/ier,tlip measme to be puisued foi his secunty in that 
quaiter would be to afford the Rohillas piotection II, on the contiary, they gave encourage- 
meiit to the enemy oi refused to pay tlio (oity lakhs, the measuies to be pursued for his secu¬ 
rity in that quartei would be to drive out the Rohillas and reduce the country occupied by 
them within the line of hia dominion ”t 

The Vi/ici proposes Hastiugs was both suipriscd and mortified to receive, shortly after bis return 

I? r^at'^Kl on Calcutta, a letter from the Nawab stating “ I have now detei rained to take 
a ima lan possession of tlio Country on the Duabe which formerly belonged to the Rohillas 
and is now possessed by the Mahrattas For this purpose I shall shortly des¬ 
patch my army thither and shall also follow myself Should I, therefoio, have 
occasion for the assistance of the English forces to can 7 on my operations in 
that country, I desire to know what is your pleasure,—whether you will let me 
have those forces when I shall call for them, or you will not { A month 
later the Nawab wrote “I have before wntten you several letters, which you 
may have received I have now learnt that Hafiz Rahmat Cawn and other 
sardars have intentions of taking possession of Ettawah and the rest of tho 
country belonging to the Mahrattas I therefore write to inform you that if 
such 18 their intention, I wiU not put up with it, but shall undoubtedly under¬ 
take an expedition against them, for, m the first place, they have not made good 
a single daam of the forty lakhs of rupees, according to their agiteraent, and in 
the next they are now going to take possession of another country. This I will 
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never submit to, and am therefore determined to pumsh them During our 
interview at Benares we had some conversation on this subject, and it was then 
agreed on that I should pay to the Company the sum of forty lakhs of rupees 
atter tiie expulsion of the Rolullas, and 2,10,000 rupees monthly on account 
of the English brigade duiing my operations m the llohilla country, and that 
I should with the assistance of the English forces endeavour to punish and 
exterminate the BuhiUas out of their country If, therefore, these terms are 
agreeable to you, I desire to know whether you will assist me with the English 
forces, or you will uot "* 

The Select Committee came to the conclusion “that should the Vizier tiibS elect 
persist in his intentions with respect to the ttolnlla country, and determine to 
prosecute the enterprise with steadiness to a conclusion, this Government, con. 
sidering the strict alliance and engagements which subsist between the Com¬ 
pany and Shujah Dowla, and partn ularly what passi'd between the Vizier and 
the President at the conference at Benares, cannot on this occasion lefuse him 
support and assistance , that the terms proposed by the Vuicr appear highly 
advantageous to the Company, not only on account ot the sum which is ulti¬ 
mately stipulated as a TOnsideration tor this seivice. but by immediately relieving 
them from tlie heavy expense of a large part of their aimy Provided, there¬ 
fore, full assurance and security can be obtained of the Vizier’s intention and 
ability to make good the many payments which will m this event be duo to the 
Company Resolved tliat the 2nd Brigade now quartcied at Dmaporo be 
ordered to march on the Vizier’s lequisition ”t 

The Committee also agreed that the President be requested to prepare an 
answer to the Vizier’s letters Hastings m the answer infoimed the Nawab that 
with respect to the Duaho he was lus own mastei to act in w hatever mannei lie 
should deem most fitting for the advancement or secuiity ot his own altairs, but 
that the orders of the Company were peremptory that he should not suffer 
tbeir arms to be earned beyond the line of their own houndiuy and those of 
His Excellency, their ally “ Concerning the countiy of the Rolullas,” Hastings 
Wiote, “ whatever was formerly proposed at Benaies, that I am now equally 
ready to agree to—that is, the biigade which is now at Dinapoic shall march 
whenever you require it, to join you, and proceed with you into the country 
of the llohillas, which lies north of your dominions, to assist you in the en¬ 
tire i eduction of it, and Your Excellency, on your part, will supply them 
monthly with the stipulated sum of Rs 2,10,000 tor their expenses, and, ivhcn- 
ever the country shall be so far conquered tliat you shall remain in possession 
of it, although the enemy may iurk m the lulls and jungles, or a few refrac¬ 
tory zemindars, as is usual, may withhold their allegiance, and Your Excellency 
shall dismiss the brigade, you will, on its departuie, pay forty lakhs of rupees to 
the Company as a consideration for that service To prevent futuie misunder¬ 
standing I have been thus explicit I must beg leave further to add that if 
the expedition shall be once undertaken, it will be absolutely necessary to 
persevere in it, until it shall be accomplished, you will therefore reflect whe- 
ther it will be m your power to make the above payments punctually with 
others which are already due, and whether you can resolve on going through 
with the undertaking If you are not certain of accomplishing these necessary 
points, I must request that you wall suspend the execution of your under¬ 
taking till a more favourable time 

Some doubts having arisen concerning the regularity of the issue by 
the Select Committee on their own sole authority of the order directing 
that the Second Brigade should march on the requisition of the Vizier it 
was agreed that their proceedings together with Hastings’ letter should be 
submitted to the whole Council. The President also laid before the Board 

a minute m which, after pointing out the greater probability of the Mahrattas 

and Rohillas joimng m hostilities against the Vizicr than that they should 
continue in wax against one another, ho discusses the advantage “ which would 
result to the Vizier, the ally of the Company, and to the Company itself, from 
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hi 3 possession of that part of Rolnlla which is the object of the expedition 
now proposed ” “ Our ally, ” he writes, “ would obtain by this acquisition a 
complete compact state shut in effectually from foreign invasions bv the Gau¬ 
ge®, all the way from the frontiers of Bahar to the mountains of Ihibet, while 
he would remain equally accessible to our forces from the above provinces 
either for hostilities or protection It would give him wealth, of which we 
should partake, and give him security without any dangerous increase of power 
It would undoubtedly, by bringing lus frontier nearer to the Mahrattas, to whom 
singly he would be no match, render him more dependent on us and cement 
the union more firmly between us. I must further declare that I regard as 
none of the most inconsiderable benefits to the Company from this measure, 
besides the forty laths held out to us, the easing them immediately of the 
burthen of one-third of their whole army, while at the same time it is employed 
usefully tor their interests and conveniently for keeping up its own disoiplme 
and practice in war ”* 

But though Hastings was convinced of the propriety of the expedition, 
he doubted its expediency at that particular time He however confesses 
to the Board that he is greatly embarrassed in coming to a decision m 
consequence of what passed between the Vizier and himself at Benares 
“ The Boaid, ” he writes, “ will recollect that this very country was included m 
the line of defensive operations which they thought fit to adopt last year in 
support of the Vizier, and it is now necessary to acquaint them more fully that 
the Vizier at the interview did piopose this expedition to me, and earnestly 
solicited ray assistance That I regarded this request as a lucky circumstance 
in the negotiation, and availing myself of it as the means of purchasing the 
Vizici’s compliance in the other measure which was the principal object ot 
my commission, I consented to it, engaging to assist him m the enterprise on 
the conditions with which the Board are already acquainted. Afterwards from 
a suspicion of lus own ability to make good so many pecuniary engage¬ 
ments at once aa those he had come under, he himself made the pioposal for 
suspending the Rolulla expedition, hut the condition which took its rise from 
it, vie, that the future payment of the extia charges of the army sent at any 
time to his assistance should ho fixed at R2,10,000 per month for a brigade, 
was still allowed to he made an aiticle of the now treaty, and it was further 
agreed that the stipulation for Corah, which I had before raised with difficulty 
to forty-five lacks of rupees, should now be made fifty in consideration of his being 
exempted from the additional burthen of the projected campaign and better 
enabled to fulfil lus otliei payments ”t Hastings lelt “ that a direct refusal 
after what passed would have an unfriendly aspect, and might admit of the 
construction of artifice and insincerity in our dealings with him,*’ and for this 
reason, he informs the Board, “ he had in the letter expressed consent to the 
expedition in terms which, if he agrees to them, are most likely to secure the 
advantages hoped from it, but winch are more likely to make him relinquish 
the design” The Board concurred heartily with the Piesident “m wishing 
to avoid the expedition proposed, without entering into a discussion of 
the propriety of such an enterprise on geneial principles, the Board see in 
their full force all the eiicumstances of doubt as to its present expedi¬ 
ency which the President has so clearly set forth, and they are also sensible 
of the embarrassment which he lies under from w'hat passed on the subject 
between him and the Vizier at Benares They are equally solicitous to save 
tlie honour of the Company and watch over its interests, and for that reason 
they approve of the letter now before them, which seems equally calculated 
to «avo both. The conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the 
gieatest possible advantages from such enterprise, but they appear to them 
more calculated to diive the Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, 
as its most probable and almost infallible consequence, and which they wish for 
aathe proper result of this proposition m the present circumstances of affairs 
The only member of the Board, who did not concur in the above resolution, was 
Sir Robert Baiker, the Commander-in-Chief, who was at that time engaged in a 
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wrm controversy with Hastings regarding military patronage. Sir Robert 
, Barker objected to the resolution of the Board that " if jibe Vizier has the Rohilla 
country added to those of Oude and the Provinces of Coiah and Allahabad, he 
will be in possession of a levenue of neaily two crorcs and a half per annum, 
a sum that, in some future day, might render an eiiterpiising genius a very 
troublesome neighbour on tlie noith-wcst frontiers of the Company’s domini* 
ons; although we have no present occasion to suspect the sincpiity of 
Snjah-ul-Daula’s attachment to our interests, yet it must not ho forgotten 
that he is an Ilindustander, or that a successoi might enter the Government 
with very difterent ideas and disposition.’** 

The letter which Hastings sent the Nawab did not, however, cause him to 
relinquish his design He acknowledged “ the receipt of the fiicndly letter in. 
forming him that the English brigade is either for the pioteetion of my own 
dominions or to assist me in my opeiations against the Rohillas "f and he re¬ 
quested that a positive order should he sent to the Commander-in.Chiof to maich 
the forces to the borders of Oude It was impossible to temporize any longer 
On the 11th February 1774 orders were issued to Colonel Champion to take com¬ 
mand of the brigade marching to Oude, but even up to the last moment Hastings 
evidently Imped that the expedition against the Rohillas would ho postponed, for 
■W'C read—“ As the Vizier apjiears completely occupied at picsent in las expedi¬ 
tion into the Ho auha for the recovery (m behalf of the King Shaw Allum) of 
the territory seized by the Mahrattas, we imagine ho will hardly find time 
this season to attempt anything towaids the conquest he meditates of the 
Rohilla countiy before described Wo think it, however, necessary to suppose 
the possibility of such a service taking place in desciibing the line of your 
operations.” t 

On the 2ith of February the united forces cntcied the tcrutory of the Vwier The Rohili* vr»i 
and on the 17th of Apiil invaded the Rohilla dominions. On the 9th of May the 
President laid befoie the Board a letter from the Commander-in-Chief announc¬ 
ing a decisive victory over the enemy. The English Commander does justice 
to the bravery of the foe “ Hafiz,” he writes, “ and lus army, consisting of 
about forty thousand shewed great bravery and resolution, annoying us with tlieir 
artillery and rockets, they made repeated attempts to charge, but our guns 
being so much better served than theirs, kept so constant and galling a fiic, that 
^hey could not advance, and where they were closest, theie was the gieatest 
slaughter, they gave proofs of a good share of military knowledge by showing 
inclinations to force both oui flanks at the same time, and endeavouring to call 
off our attention by a busk tire on our centre ”§ Of the enemy about two 
thousand fell, many leading chiefs being amongst the number of the slam “ Stan¬ 
dards,’' writes Colonel Champion, “ we have taken without number, and above 
fifty pieces of cannon, but what renders the victory most decisive is the death of 
Hafiz Rahraut, who was killed whilst bravely rallying his people to battle, one 
of lus sons was also killed, one taken prisoner, a third returned from flight to- Death of Hafiz 
day and is in the hands of Sujah ”|1 Thus tell tho great Rohilla clnet He 
was endowed with great peisonal courage and considerable powers of states¬ 
manship, hut these qualities were neutialised by his extreme prudence and 
caution His great lault was avarice, which being united to insincerity 
lt d him to bo distrusted by his fellow chieftains and paved the way to 
hi8 final rum He rose to power by betraying the solemn trust of his 
friend, and the only title he had to the kingdom of Kohilcund was the 
title of fraud. His character has been painted in glowing colours by the 
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enemies of Hastings, but it is impossible to discover anything that would malte 
him a hero or a benefactor • 

\>ionei In the letter which Colonel Champion sent to the Board announcing 
his victory he severely criticised the conduct of the Na,wab and his troops 
during the engagement Ho wrote—“ flo sooner was the enemy irrecover¬ 
ably broke than they pushed after them and got much plunder m money, 
elephants, and camels, &c., &o, &c Their camp equipage (which was 
all standing, and proves that we came on them by surprise) with wliatevei 
effects they could not carry off fell a sacrifice to the ravages of the Nabob’s 
people, whilst the Company's troops m regular order in their ranks most justly 
^ observed, ‘ We have the honour of the day and these bandits the profit.’ ”t 
The Board, in their letter congratulating the Chief on his victorv, remarked — 
“ So decisive an instance of the superiority of the Company's arms cannot 
fail of reviving in all its force the reputation they formerly acquired m Indus- 
tan, and which ten years of peace had doubtless in some degree weakened m 
the minds of the princes of the country ” They complimented the troops 
on their valour, and the General on his skill and the order and discipline he 
had maintained among the troops They expressed their special satisfaction 
that the General bad “ from the beginning opposed and at last obtained a stop 
to be put to the devastation of the Robilla country by the army of the Vizier, 
a mistaken policy altogether incompatible with the design of the war and 
. repugnant to humanity, and we have a sensible pleasure m testifying our entiie 
approbation of your conduct ra tins respect ”t 

The military conduct of the expedition was entirely left to the Commandor- 
in-Chief, but the power of directing the services to be peiformed was left to 
the Vizier. Tins division of authoiity led to friction which rapidly grew into 
peisonal hostility between the two men Every letter received fiom Colonel 
Champion was charged with complaints against the Nawab He was stated 
to be avaricious, cowardly, and cruel, vices unfortunately common to most 
oiieniil despots. The Commander-in-Cliief was “greatly afraid that the 
Vizier’s behaviour to the family of the Nabob Hafiz Rahmut and to the inhabi¬ 
tants of his country will render our connection with him reproachful to us 
and tend to lessen that reputation of our justice which had heictofore prevailed 
in these countries ”§ This called foith a manly and vigorous rebuke from tlii' 
Goveruor Hastings wrote “ It never could have been suspected by the Board 
that their orders to you would have tied up your hands from protecting the 
miserable, stopped your ears to the cries ot the widow and fatheiless, or shut 
-your eyes against the wanton display of oppression and cruelty I am totally 
at a loss to distinguish wherein their orders have laid you under any greatei 
iretramt than your predecessors No authority which the Boaid could have 
given could be capable ot preventing the effects you mention since they 
could give you no control over the actions of the Vizier further than the weight 
and influence of your counsel and advice ”|| 

III a letter to Mr Middleton, who had been appointed Resident at the 
Court of Oude, Hastings remarked — 

“ Colonel Champion complains of the conduct of the Viziei in suffering, and even order¬ 
ing his tioopa to ravage the country, and in his ciuel treatment of the family of Hafiz 
Rahmut This is a subject on which I cannot wiite to the Vizier It might widen the breach 
between him and the Comraaiider-iii-Chief, and probably influence the Nawab to some private 
leveiige on tlic unhappy remains of Haliz Raliraut's family I desire, therefore, that you will 
take an immediate occasion to lemongtrate with him agiinet every act of cruelty or wanton 
violence The country is his and the people his subjects They claim by that i elation his 
teudeiest regard and nnremitted protection The family of Hafiz have never injured him, but 

* How little the roemiMpfHsstinaa know about Heflu Rahmut Khun ia amusingly illnatrated by the fact that 
they Confounded him with llafia, the famous poet of Shintt, who hved only four hundred years previously In the 
Purliamcutary itcgiiter there u the following pasiaga — 

" Hnfis Rahmut, the most eminent of their Chiefs,—as famous throughout the Bast for tho elegance of his litera 
lure and the spirit of his pceiioal compositions (by which he supported the namo of Hafiz) at for his courage, was 
invaded,” ic &o Parlismentaiy Register, No LXXVl, page 1!05 
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have a olmm to his protection in default of that of which he has depiived them. Tell him that 
the English maniim are abhonent of overy species of inhumanity and oppression, and eniom 
the gentlest lieatment ol: a vanquished enemy Require and entreat his observance o[ this 
pnncipie towards the family of Hahz Tell him my iiibtruttions to you frenemlly, but uigently 
enforce the same maxims, and that no pait of Ins conduct will operuto so poweifnlly in win- 
niniT the affections of the Englisb as instances of benevolence and feeling fm others If these 
•irguments don t pievail, you may inform him diiectly that you have ray orders to insist upon 
a prop, r tre.itrnent of the family of Hafiz Rahmut, since in our alliance with him our national 
character is involved in eveiy act which subjects his own lo reproaih , thit I shall publicly ex- 
culpate this Goveiiiment from the iinpntatiou of assenting to such a piocedure, and sli.ill re- 
seive it as an objection to any futuie engagements with him, when tlie piesent seivicc shall 
have been aocomplistd ”* 

Colonel Champion, etpenenced m the tactics of war, unfortunately thought •< 
that he was also a master of the tactics of diplomacy He entered mto p 
negotiations with Fyzoollah Khan, the only llohilla Chief wlio had not sur- 
rendered, and who pioposed to pay the Nawah twenty lakhs of lupoes if 
lie would reinstate him. He also ottered a large sum of money to the 
Company if they would use their influence with the Vizici to giant liim liis 
request But writes Colonel Champion “llis Excellency said he would 
not give him back a span of his countiy for a croie of lupees, that he 
had no objection to my protecting Fyzoollah Khan's peison, but that the 
ticasuro must be consideied as the pro|>eity ot His Excellency independent 
of the English ”t Champion was desiious that Hastings should accept the 
money offered by Fyzoollah Khan, and sliould hung pressme to bear on the 
Vizier to lestoie his fief in Itohileund But Hastings, who has been so often 
accused of lending English troops to the Vizier meiely for the sake of lucre, 
refused to assent to the proposals made on the broad giouiid“ tliat they are dia- 
metrically opposite to the pimciple on which the Roliilla expedition was on om 
pait undertaken, whicli was not merely on account of thcpciuuiary aequisitmu 
ot forty lakhs of i upees to the Company, for although this niiglit he an acoessoi y 
argument it was by no means the chief object of the undeitaking We engaged 
to assist the Vizier in reducing the Robilla countiy under Ins dominion, tliat the 
boundaiy of his possessions might lie completed by the (Jang.'s foimiug a 
hairier to cover them from the attacks and insults to which they arc exposed 
by Ins enemies eithei possessing or having access to the llolnlla country 
Thus oui alliance with him, and the necessity for maintaining this alliance, so 
long as he or Ins succcssois shall deserve our protection, was reudeied advan¬ 
tageous to the Company’s interest, because the security of liis possessions fiom 
invasion in that quaiter is m fact the security of ours But if tho Rohilla 
country is delivered to Fyzoollah Khan, the advantages proposed fiom tins 
alliance will be totally defeated ”t 

Fyzoollah Khan was reputed to have, according to the most moderate com- 
jmtation, seventy-five laklis of rupees in ready money, and Colonel Champion was 
greatly inecnsed at the Viziei’s declaration that the treasure must be consideied 
as Ins property The express stipulation that the English troops should serve for 
a ceitam fixed sum had barred tlicm irom having a shaie of tho booty captuied 
Colonel Champion eonsidered this to be a wrong both to himself and Ins men Ho 
wrote to the Board “ By their gallantry they have reduced this country, and, of 
couise, gamed the Company half amdlion of money, they have, moreover, been 
the enriebers of Sujali-ul-Howlah to an immense amount, belore their faces lie 
has seized these iiclies, and he has not even thanked them for their services. 

These matters, gentlemen, are m my opinion of the highest importance, and 
deserve your most serious consideration The good temper and forbearance of 
your army under such temptation is matter of the greatest admiration, and a 
source of infinite satisfaction to me, but I must confess I am afiaid that if 
some mark ot favour and gratification for their services is not manifested, it 
may be somewhat dangerous ever to try an experiment of this kind again, 
or to put the temper and patience of any part of your troops so much to 
the proof”§ Hastings refused to consider the suggestion so skilfully con- 
veyed " The very idea,” ho states in a piivate letter to Oliampion, “ ot prize- for prize-money. 


f 

t 

§ 
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money suggests to my remembrance the former disorders which arose in 
our army from this serrice, and had almost proved fatal to it. Of this circum¬ 
stance you must be sufficiently apprized, and of the necessity for discouraging 
every expectation of this kind among the troops It is to be avoided like 
poison.”* Champion never forgot the rebuke It rankled m his mind long 
after and betrayed itself on more than one occasion. 


The termination of the Rohilla war coincides with the close of Hastings’ 
administration as Governor of Bengal. By an Act passed in the previous year 
the constitution of the Company had been greatly changed, and the Government 
of India had mainly passed into the hands of the ministers of the Crown 
India was to be ruled by a Governor-General of Bengal, Bebar, and Orissa and 
\ four Councillors The Governor of Bengal was converted into a Governor- 
General in order to give emphasis to the fact that the other presidencies were 
made subordinate to Bengal Tlie first Governor-General and Councillors were, 
■’’accoiding to the Act, to be nominated by Pailiament and to hold office for 
five years, but after that the patronage reveited to the Company subject to the 
R(gniating Alt approbation of the Crown The Regulating Act of 1773 also empowered the 
King by Charters, or Letters Patent, to erect and establish a Supreme Court of 
■* Judicature at Port William to consist of a Chief Justice and three other Judges, 
the new Court to have authority over all civil, criminal, admiralty and ecclesi¬ 
astical jurisdiction given to it by Charter Warren Hastings was nominated 
by the Act the first Governor-General, Barwell, Clavermg, Monson, and Philip 
Francis were the first four Councillors. Barwell had excellent parts which had 
been improved by long administrative cxpenence, Clavermg had neither ability 
nor tact and he never learnt the art of governing his temper He owed Ins appoint¬ 
ment entirely to parliamentary influences. Monson was a brave old soldier of 
no political capacity The most remarkable member of the new Council 
was Philip Francis His character has been sketched with skill and fidelity 
by Lord Macaulay “Junius,” he writes, “was a man clearly not destitute 
of real patuotism and magnanimity, a man whose vices were not of the sordid 
kind But he must also have been a man in the highest degree arrogant 
and iQSoIerit a man pioiie to malevolence, and prone to the error of mistaking 
his malevolence foi public vutuo I Doest thou well to be angry ? ivas the ques¬ 
tion asked m old times of the Hebrew prophet. And he answered, ‘ I do well ’ 
This was evidently the temper of Jumus, and to this cause we attribute 
the savage cruelty which disgraced seveial of his letters No man is so 
merciless as he who, under a strong delusion, confounds his antipathies with 
his duties AH this we believe might stand with scarcely any alteration for 
a diameter of Pliihp Francis.” Had Macaulay studied the minutes and letters 
now printed he would have had no reason to correct or modify his judgment 
regarding Philip Francis The minutes, like the letters of Junius, display the 
same ait of assuming a great moral and political superiority and the same art 
ot evading difficulties, insinuating unproved charges, and imputing unworthy 
motives The minutes, like the letters of J uuius, are distinguished for their clear 
and vivid style and are charged with envenomed and highly elaborated sarcasm. 
In them is displayed the art which Francis possessed to supreme perfection of 
giving the arguments on Ins side their simplest, clearest, and strongest expression, 
m disengaging them from all extraneous matter, and making them transparently 
evident to the most cursory reader t 

. On the 26th October 1774i the new Council met for the first time and 
then commenced that long quarrel which after distracting British India was re¬ 
newed in England, and in which all the most eminent statesmen and orators of 
the age took an active part. Hastings kid before his colleagues an able minute 
on the revenue and politics of the country He explained the mode he adopt- 

• Secret Select Committee’! Proceeding!, 8th March lilt, Volume 11, page 271 
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ed for the collection of the revenue. He earnestly offered his advice “ fop the 
TOUtinuation of this system with such alterations only as the late change in the 
Government has rendered indispensably necessary ”* In discussing the political Uovermuent 
Bj stem he dwelt on the Benaies treaty and the Rohilla war which he 
defended on the ground both of State policy and oustice Eis new colleagues, 
who had been only a week in India and had not had the time to master 
oven the elements of Indian polity, condemned the treaty and denounced 
the war as impolitic and unjust At the same time they professed their 
inability to arrive at any satisfactory conclusions respecting either on the 
mere minute of the Governor-General, and they formally demanded the coire- 
spondence which had passed between him and Mr Middleton, the Resident at the 
Couit of Oudh As Hastings had requested Middleton to wiite to him without 
reserve, and the letters contained a great deal that was private and confidential, 

Hastings declined to produce them But lie freely consented to turuisli 
his colleagues with every sentence m the letters which might throw light 
on the matter under discussion His colleague's however declared that they had 
only discovered on landing that “the leduction of the Holnllas was completed, 
and that our army about the beginning of this month was stiitioned upon the 
skirts of the mountains of Tibet, at a place so distant from our frontier 
and so considerably to the north of Delhi, that it is not comprehended in any 
of the ordinary maps of Indostan, and in this situation other liglits into the 
nature of the negooiation and engagements with Suiah Dowla beyond any 
that we have yet received are undoubtedly necessary * • • • 
think a complete communication of the original correspondence between 
the late President and the Company’s Resident at the Dai bai and the Com- 
raander-in-Cluef of the Company’s troops now in the field indispensably 
requisite for the infoimation of the Board”! Hastings adhered to his de¬ 
termination not to produce the letters, and m his minute to the Cour^ of 
Directors, dated 3id December 1771, ho justified his action on the giound 
that there were few persons in the service of any considerable trust or rank 
w'lth whom ho had not liad private correspondence, and that it w'ould be a 
dishonourable breach of confidence to disclose the contents of these letters. 

He wrote “My piedecessors have ever followed the same rule, and I am 
persuaded would have thought it a dishonourable breach of confidence had they 
inserted on the records of the Company any letters which had been addressed 
to them as extra-official and private, without the consent of the writers of 
them. Lord Clivc, Mr Veiclst, Mr. Cartier, Geneial Smith, and General Sir 
Robert Barker are able to contradict me if I have misquoted their practice, 
and I shall be glad to appeal to them for the truth ot it if there can be a 
doubt on the subject A circumstance- exactly m point to the present 
matter m dispute happened m the course of Colonel Smith’s coriespondence 
with the Select Committee m 1766, when by some mistake the subject of a 
private letter from the Colonel to the President was only alluded to in a letter 
fiom the Select Committee, upon winch occasion the Colonel asserts liis senti¬ 
ments of the sacred rights of private correspondence m the following words 
‘ I have been made accountable to a public Board for an unprejudiced discussion 
of facts which ought never to have tianspired beyond the breast ot the right 
honourable person to whom, and whom only, they nore addressed,’ and the 
Select Committee, by their silence, acquiesced in those sentiments Hastings 
added “ One reason alleged by the majority for the demand which had witii 
so much pel severance been made for Colonel Champion and Mr Nathaniel 
Middleton’s letters was that without them, and specially without those I with- 
lield fiom them, their knowledge of the State and circumstances of the Rohilla 
War, which was to enable them to judge of the propriety of continuing the army 
in that quarter, or to determine its removal, would be incomplete, yet they 
had neither taken time to read the senes of the former political reports whicli 
I had recommended for their perusal, nor the letters of Colonel Champion and 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, with which I had promised to furnish them, alihougli 
these were surely as necessary for their information as the private letteis 
addressed to me the contents of which they could not know, and 1 had declared 

* Secret Select Committee'e Proceedmge, Mtb October 1774, Volume I, pego lie 
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to them eontamed no information on the points on which they wanted it ”• In 
a letter to Lord North, Hastings wrote: “ The immemorial usage of the service 
had left the wlude correspondence with the country powers m the hands of the 
Governor, and Mr Middleton in that light could only receive his orders from 
and address his letters to me. In the course of liis correspondence I had en¬ 
couraged him to speak liis sentiments freely under the assurance of their never 
becoming the subject of public record in cases which I judged improper for 
such a communication Wlicn therefore Mr Monson moved for the whole being 
laid before the Board I could not consistently either with honour or good 
faith comply. I urged these reasons, but they were overruled, and Mr Middle- 
ton was immediately called from his station, and thus a declaration made to 
all Indostan that my authority was extinct, and that now men and new 
measures would honcelorth prevail I do not know wliat use my opponents 
may make of my refusal to show those letters. I declare I have submitted every 
part to their peiusal winch was necessary for their information on public 
alfaiis, and as to those I have withhold, Your Lordship will, I hope, one day 
judge of the piopriety ot my conduct m this respect, it being ray intention, as 
soon as Mr Middleton arrives, to collect my entire correspondence with him, 
and to offer it tor Your Lordship’s mspection.”t 

On Hastings’ refusal to deliver up his private letters it was resolved by the 
majority, consisting ot the new CouneiUois, that Mr Middleton should be re¬ 
called, and that the negotiation with the Vizier should he committed to Colonel 
Champion or to the officer who on the receipt of the orders sliould chance to be 
fast incuramand of the brigade in the field Hastings protested against the 
resolution as “ it proclaimed the annihilation of my authoiity m that branch of 
the Goveinment in which the Company for obvious political reasons have ever 
thought it necessary to invest their Governor with the ostensible powers, and 
which in their very first oidcis to the new Administration they have directed 
should be continued to be conducted through him The protest however fell on 
the ears ol men who had made up their minds to follow a definite course of action. 
At the next meeting of the Board they lesolvod that the Commander-in-Chicf 
should be ordered to demand from the Vizier the forty lakhs due for the service 
of our troops m the Ilolulla campaign and all other sums which might be 
due upon his other engagements If the Vizier was unable to comply with tliese 
demands the Commanding Officer might accept not less than twenty lakhs in 
partial payment, and securities for the lemainder m twelve months In case 
the Vizier should refuse to comply with these demands the Commanding 
Officer was within fouiteen days after the receipt of these instructions to 
retire wnth the aimy under liis command and withdraw it into the Company’s 
terntorios. It was also resolved “ that furthei orders bo sent to Colonel Cham- 
pionortlio Officer commanding the biigade that after having finished the 
negotiations for the money now due, he do immediately withdraw the whole 
of the forces under his coimnaud within the limits of the province of Oudli, 
and that unless the Vizier should require the continuance of the troops for the 
defence of his original dominions, with the provinces of Korah and Illahabad, 
he return with them to the cantonments of Dinapore ”§ 

Eastings regalded the immediate demand of payment as harsh and im¬ 
politic, and consideied the sudden recall of the troops as a breach of treaty 
and a violation of the faith of the Company. He wrote to the Directors — 
“They have disregarded the faith of our engagements which even m the most 
violent revolutions have ever been transmitted as sacred from one Government 
to that which has succeeded it, they have exposed the conquest which the 
British arms have acquired for the Vizier to be wrested from him, with the loss 
of our military reputation, they have risked the loss of the pecuniary resources 
which were stipulated tor the Company as the fruits of their successes; and they 
have precipitately withdrawn the brigade from its station where its whole 
expense is borne by the Vizier, to become again a heavy and useless burthen 
upon ourselves ”1) 


• Store! Select Cominittee’i Proceedings, 8th December 177* * * § , Votnme I, page 164 

t Memoire of Wnrren Haetiiige bj Oloig, Volume I, pngee 474 end 476 

7 Secret Select Oommittee’s Ptoceidingn, Stb December 1771, Volnmc I, page 166 

§ Ibid 28tb Octobei 1774, „ page 122 

I Ibid Stb December 1774, „ page 166 



INTaODUOTION. 


xxvii 

Not content with weakening the dignity and authority of Hastings by 
the recall of his representative in Oude, not content with endangering the safety 
of the kingdom of our ally by the recall of the troops, the majority pro. 

Deeded to denounce the Itohilla War as impolitic and unjust, and ordered au 
enquiry to be instituted into the manner m ivhich it had been conducted, in 
the hope of fastening upon Hastings the responsibility for every outrage per¬ 
petrated by the Vizier and his troops The event proved very different to what 
they anticipated It is instructive to compare the description of the state of Enqmiy into th« 
Eohilcund at the close of the war as described by those who took a part m the 
campaign and the picture drawn by Macaulay Pew portions of lus brilliant 
work have achieved a more successful notoriety It is read wherever English 
letters have penetrated, and it may be said to be stereotyped in the English 
mind It has created a deep and lasting prejudice against the gieat man who 
founded our Indian Empiie, and to it is mainly due the charge so often 
brought by feivent politicians that India was acquited by enormous crimes "" 

Macaulay m his essay on Warren Hastings wiites—“Then the hoirors of 

Indian war were let loose on the fair valleys and cities of llolulcund The 

whole country was in a blaze More than a bundled thousand people fled 

from their homes to pestilential jungles, preferring famine and fever and tlie 

haunts of tigers to the tyranny of those to whom an English and a Cliiistian 

Government had for shameful lucre sold their substance, and their blood, and 

the honour of their v\ ives and daughters'* Colonel Leslie, tlio first witness Evui, nee of Colonel 

summoned before the Council, stated “I would beg leave to distinguish 

between the real inhabitants and the acquired ones By the acquiied ones I 

mean the Rohillas or Afghans who conquered the country and became the 

masters of it I behove the Gontoo inhabitants weio not oppressed The 

ryots have been as much cherished by him as they evei wcie under any formi’r 

Government, except at the time of the mardi of the aimy through tlieir 

country, but they returned to tlicir plough immediately and seemed to bo 

as happy as ever.’’* The witness admitted that a certain poition of the 

countiy was in flames—a very dilleient iivitter to the whole couutiy—and added 

“The native inhabitants after I left Bissowly between that and Sinihu weie all 

at their habitations and had returned to their cultivation of the countiy, ivhou 

I went down towaids the banks of the Ganges it was highly cultivated, but about 

Puttergur which was the place of aims and rctieat ot the Rolulias hefoie they 

retired to Loll Dang as their last resource, there was no cultivation but of 

sugar ”t 

Regarding the outrages committed by the Vizier, Colonel Leslie declared 
that he bad heard many “v.igue repoits regarding the matter and certain 
paiticular ones winch were attended w'lth such circumstances that I could 
scarce give any credit to from the situation of the paities. Tliero was a 
particular one at Bissowly one of the daughters of the Rohilla Chief ot that 
place whom they said he had committed violence upon, and that she in con¬ 
sequence poisoned herself, and knowing the situation of tlio Vizier at that 
time 1 thought it almost impracticable, which made me give veiy little credit to 
the stones winch I heard at the time of such a nature ” On being cross- 
examined by General Clavering as to the treatment the Rohillas received at the 
hands of the Nawab, Colonel Leslie stated “ The prisoners who fell into the 
hands of the Vizier, which I believe to be very tew, are now entertained in 
his service, there are some of the sons of Hafiz Rahmut, two particulaily 
whom I know, and have often seen riding in his suite. He generally took one 
of these out witli him all the time be was at Bissowly, their appearance was 
good, and I think the same of the rest of his cavalry, and they appeared 
contented, but no doubt he kept a watchful eye on them 

Mr. Francis then asked the witness the foUowmg question .— 

Q —“ Did the Vizier make any suitable allowance for the maintenance of the families of 
the conquered chiefs, or were they abandoned to disiicss and misery foi want of the common 
necessaries of life at any time 

* Secret Select Cowmittee’i Proceedings, 19th December 1774, Vo'i'uie page 162 
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^ The Vizier has I am told settled allowances, jaghirs upon most of them, but I 
beheie not sufficient to keep them in that way of lite they aie brought up in , but upon iny 
word I don't know what distresses they have been brought to as they aie couliiiod withm forts, 
but the report of the world says they suffer great distress 
Erideiv (oE Major Major Ilannay was the next witness In answer to the first question 
Hannai regarding tlie oppression stated to he exercised by the Vizier, ho said “ To the 

best of my knowledge I saw no signs of oppression to the inhabitants of the new 
conquered country, but from particular enquiries which I had an opportunity 
of making of the countiy people, they said they had met with no treatment that 
they could oomplamof, that from the treatment they had met with they had no 
reason to fear greater seventy from the Vizier than their former masters ”t This 
IS a very different picture to that painted by Macaulay, who describes Hastings 
folding his arms and looking on while their villages were burned, their children 
butcliered, and their women violated The Rolullas were not, as Macaulay 
depicts them innocent men, fighting for their libeity, but military adven¬ 
turers who only half a centuiy previously had conquered the country Major 
Hannay m his evidence stated “ I have learned from many people that it is only 
within fifty years that the Rohillas have become masters of the country to the 
north of the Ganges, that they were originally Afghans, came to Indostan under 
a snrdar named Daud Cawn, and that they conquered that country from the 
Hindoos, and that since that time they have followed no other profession than 
that of aims, and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country.’’J No doubt 
villages were burnt as they have been burnt m every war, but Major Hannay 
informed the Board that both the Vizier and the Rohillas were concerned in 
burning the villages “ I was informed that some days before our arrival at 
Shawbad, the Rohillas had burned some villages towards Mamdy in the Vizier's 
ancient dominions ”§ As to the coqntry being reduced to a desert and a hundred 
thousand people flying to the jungles, Major Hannay stated “ At the time 
1 hat I w eiit upon an expedition fiom Bissowly to Sumbul, Meradabad, and Ram- 
poie, the country appeared to Ihj m good cultivation, the inhabitants wore 
ompluyed m tilling it It is m general one of the best cultivated countnes 
I have scon in Indostan, and very well inhabited, and the people appeared to be 
busy at this tune as if there had been a profound peace, and under no kind of 
appiehension fiom the conquerois ”1| 

In the couise of Ins cross-examination by Francis Major Hannay was 
asked — 

Q — " Do }on know or believe tlmt the Vizier enteied the zenanas of the wives of any of 
the Rohillj, Chiefs? " 

—'‘It IS iinpossihlc fot me to answer wUh any degiee of precision from the zenanas 
being: spacious places consisting of many apulments m.iny of which are notoccupipil hy women 
1 nevei knew of his going into any of them at Pelhbeet I can positivily say he did not, for 
tic nevei went into the town of Pdlybeet At Bissowly I have heaid that he went frequently 
into the zenana there, hut to the best of my remembrance it wis aftei the women weie lemoved 
to camp, and tint he was htting up tlie zeuanasfor the reception of Ins own family duiing Ihe 
time lie was going to Puttergur 

Regarding the Rohillas whoso character has been painted in such 
glowing colours by Burke, Mill, and Macaulay, Major Hannay stated • 
“ Tlieir national character has in general been the want of sinceiuty, to 
elucidate which I beg leave to mention one instance At the time that 
Mahomed Ally was their chief he prevailed ujion the Alraopa Raia and 
the other lull Rajas to assist him in his rebellion against the King, Mahomed 
Shah, that they did assist him with 20,000 men, that upon the approach 
of the imperial army they found themselves so much inferior m point of 
strength that they judged it imprudent to give him battle and prevailed upon 
the Almora Raja to admit them into his country, the access to winch is so 
strong, that a small number of troops may defend the pass against a very nume¬ 
rous army They continued there till an invasion of the Mahrattas required 

* Se<i«t S Icct Coiiiihitle«'i rroMtdiugi, 19th Decenibor 1774. Volume I, page 1B6 
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that the army of the empire should ho returned against them. As soon as ever 
tile army of the empire quitted the Rohilla country, then the Rohillas seized 
the country of the Almora Raja, their ally, carried away most of the hand¬ 
somest women of the country captives, amongst others the daughter of the Raja, 
whom Ally Mahomed took himself, and she was the mother of the present 
Fyzulla Cawn Tins is mentioned as an instance of their insincerity, farther it 
is a proverb in Indostan that they pray with one hand and rob with the other 
Their manner of making war is much the same as is praetised all over 
Indostan , towards their conquered enemies they have generally been bloody, 
those whom they have saved they commonly made captives of, and in the late 
campaign I have been very well assured by many of the prisoners that their 
intentions towards us were very bloody, that they bad orders to give no 
quarter ’** 

The next witness called was Colonel Champion, the bitter foe of the Evidence of Colonel 
Vizier and of Hastings lie described no burning villages, nor thousands 
people flying from tlieir homes to pestilential jungles, but he stated “ The 
native inhabitants aie still remaining and tlie countiy is m a flourishing condi¬ 
tion ” Colonel Champion ou being asked whether he liad beard the report that 
biutal outrages had been otlered to the wives and daughters of the Rohillas ot 
the highest rank, said “I did hear sueh a leport, but as to the grounds I 
have none sulhcient to prove the accusation, but the report of it was made to 
rae.”t 

The evidence of Colonel Leslie, Major Hannay, and Colonel Champion, a 
most hostile witness, removes what M icaulay stated to be “ a lasting stain ou 
the fame of Hastings and ot England It is no doubt a great crime to tiample 
out a nationality, hut of this enmo lu our conquest of India we are guiltless 
lu India we found men belonging to diverse races speaking diverse tongues 
fighting for the supremac-y We found no nation The Musulman power was 
effete long before the battle ot Plasspy Rrave in battle, the followers of 
Moliammcd were intolerant and pioved themselves unfit to govern All chance 
of Hindoo supremacy was lost on the field of Panipat The Mahiattas were 
brave maraudeis but were destitute oi the gifts with which nature has endowed 
the laoes meant to rule The Rohillas were soldiers of foitunc fiom Afghan¬ 
istan w'ho had only half a century before thou defeat conquered the fair 
valleys and cities ot iloliilcund Hastings, in his minute to the Hiicctors, states 
“ I must beg leave to take exception to the word nalton applied to the Rohillas, 

They arc a tube ot Afghans or Pat bans, free-booters wlio conqueied the country 
about sixty years ago, and have ever since lived upon the fiuits of it, without 
contributing eitliei to its cultivation or manufactuies, or even mixing with 
the native mliahitants The Rohillas aie Maliomctans, the natives Hindoos, 
and have only changed mastersColonel Leslie m his evidence remarked that 
the Rohillas “made the inliabitants till tlie giound, left them a substance, and 
kept the rest to themselves ”§ And Major Hannay informed the Board that 
since the time the Rohillas conqueied the country “they have followed no 
other profession than that of arms and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated 
the country ”|| 

The iiol ilia war was no brave struggle of patuots fighting for tlieir native i!evi 0 «rof tbs 
land, it was a struggle of maraudei^. fighting to maintain their supremacy 
over a people whom they were incapable ot protecting from other marauders 
The Mahrattas had laid waste the country and diiven the Rohillas into their 
mountain fastnesses At this giavc ciisis m their affairs the llohilla chiefs 
appealed for assistance to the Nawab of Oudo, the ally of England. The 
Nawab of Oudo consented to lend his aid on the express condition that if the 
Mahrattas were compelled to retire from the country with or without war, the 
Rohillas should pay a certain sum of money. The treaty was signed and rati- 


• SecrU Select Cawmittec’« Procooduig*. 19th nee<inber 1774, Volume I, pB((« I'8 
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fled by the Oommander-in-Ohief of the English troops. The Mahrattas were 
compelled to retire, but they invaded the country next year and were again 
driven off by General Sir Robert Barker The Vizier then demanded from 
the Rohilla chiefs the sum they had stipulated by treaty to pay. They 
respited to evasions and excuses till his patience was exhausted and he resolved 
to annex then country as a punishment for their breaoli of faith. The 
Nawab deter turned to ask his ally to aid him m the enterprise The first 
proposition of the Rohilla war came from the Vizier and General Barker, and 
Hastings was most unwilling to accede to it But he and his colleagues after 
long and mature deliberations came to the conclusion that on the annexation of 
Rohilcund to Oudo depended not only the tranquillity and safety of Oude but 
the tranquillity and safety of our own possessions Rohilcund was the gate of 
Oude, and as Hastings wiote to the Directors “if the Mahrattas either by the 
defeat, or which was as hkoly to happen by the desertion of the Rohillas to 
their cause, should gam a footing in that country, nothing could oppose their 
entering into the province of Oude and laying it waste, in spite of any 
attempts of our foi ces to prevent them The map which accompanies tins will 
demmstratc this truth more powerfully than any verbal aigiiment. It 
was not to be supposed that the Mahrattas, whose ambition for some years 
past had aspired to univeisal conquest, and who had extended thoir aims 
irom the ceutie ot the Balagluut to the noithcm extremity of Iliudostan, 
should sit down contented when they had added Duab, Korali, and Illahabad 
to their dominions. On the contrary, there was every reason to apnrehend, 
and it was publicly reported m tlieir own camp, that they would next 
cany their operations into the countiy of the Vuier and even into the Com¬ 
pany’s own possessions ”* Hastings held the opinion, and it wus supported 
by the evidence of Colonel Leslie, Major Hannay, and Colonel Cljampion, 
that the Viziei’s State joined to Rohilcund would loim“a comphte compact 
State shut in effectually from foreign invasmi8'’i He, however, clearly 
saw that convenience docs not justify aggiession, for he wrote to the Di¬ 
rectors “ I own that the convenience of possessing the Rohilla country was 
not sufficient reason for invading it. I never said it was, but if tliey had 
afforded a just provocation for invading these countries, and wo saw advantages 
m invading it, tliough neither cause was alone sufficient to produce that effect, 
yet both united would certainly justify it, and the most rigid speculators would 
approve so fair a conclusion A breach of a treaty has always been regarded 
by nations as a just pi evocation for war. 

Hastings and his colleagues determined to aid the Vizier, and for the services 
of the English troops they agreed to accept a payment of forty lakhs 
Macaulay observes “ England now descended lar below the level even of these 
petty German princes who about the same time sold us troops to fight the 
Americans The Hussar-mongers of Hesse and Anspach had at least the assur¬ 
ance that the expeditions on which their soldiers were to be employed would 
be conducted m conformity with the humane rules of civilised warfare Was 
the Rohilla war likely to be so conducted ? He well knew what Indian warfare 
was He well knew that the power which he covenanted to put into Sujah 
Dow lab’s hands would m all probability be atrociously abused and he requiied 
no guarantee, no promise that it should not be so abused He did not even 
leserve to himselt the right of withdrawing bis aid in case of abuse however 
gros8.”§ The German princes had no interest, direct or indirect, m the Ameri¬ 
can war The English lent their troops to an ally to punish certain chiefs 
for a breach of a tieaty to which tho English Commander-in-Chief had affixed 
his signature, and to annex a territory which these chiefs had gained possession 
of by the sword and could no longer defend from a foe whose ambition menaced 
the safety of our dominions Hastings never concealed the fact that the payment 
of forty lakhs to the Company greatly influenced his decision. Writing to the 
Directors he said “ I shall be always ready to profess that I do reckon the pro- 
hable acquisition of wealth among mv reasons for taking up arms against 
my neighbours. I never m any perioa of my life, though long engaged in 
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public affairs, gave my consent for taking up arms in an unjust cause, and I 
never shall but m cases'of very notorious enormity give my consent to take 
up arms m an unprofitable one Regarding the cliaige first brought by Pianeis 
and repeated and embelhshod by Macaulay that Hastings took no guarantee 
trom the Vizier that the war should bo conducted in conformity with the 
humane rules of civilised warfare, Hastings at the time wrote—“It is a 
perversion of facts to say that ‘the British arms and honour were absolutely at 
the Viziers disposal,’ that ‘an absolute surrender has been made of the 
honour and interest of the Company ’ We agreed to assist him in subduing 
the Rohillas It was necessary to draw the line between the authority ol the 
Vizier and our Commanding Officer The service to be pertorrned was entncly 
the Vizier’s, it was therefore consistent and unavoidable that lie should diiect 
the objects of it, but the execution of military operations was expressedly 
vested in our Commanding Officer, of course the safety of our army and the 
honour ot the British name and arms were entirely confided to his conduct 
and diSLietion ’’f 

It was the Commanding Officer, Colonel Champion, to whom, as Hastings 
pointed out, the honour of tlie British n<imo and arms was eulnely contkh'd, 
who either through personal animosity or the dcsiie of persuading the Board 
to grant him the power wlueh he repeatedly solicited to entindy command 
the Vizier, fiist biouglit the graver ch irges against the Nawab n hich have 
tarnished the honour ot the Biitish name The evidence however of Colonel 
Leslie and Major Hannay, stiictly corroboiated by the Ictteis and depositions 
of Colonel Champion himself, proves that the Vizier was unjustly traduced 
m the repoits nhich prevailed of the enormities committed by liim in the 
course of tin war Macaulay, witli the tendency to exaggeiate which so 
seriously impairs the value ot his work as a Instonan and critic, observes 
“ Tlicir military ri'sistanco crushed, Ins (Hastings) duties ended, and he had then 
only to fold his aims and look on while their villages were burned, tlioir children 
butchered” A ceitnin number of villages were binned This, as Hastings 
admits, was both barbauc and impolitic, but too much justified by the practice of 
war established among the nations of the East, and he might have added nations 
of the West. The statement made that children were butchered is absolutely 
due to the imagination of M.acaulay and to his love of contrast. Macaulay 
also infers that a wholesale violation of the women took place by the soldiery But 
the charge was never biought against the soldiery, it was brought against the 
Vizier himself, and respecting this Hastings wrote “ The only authority which the 
gentlemen of the majority had for this horrid accusation, at least I recollect no 
other, was a letter from Mr Nathaniel Middleton, who mentioned it only as an in* 
stanco ot the falsehoods which had been propagated to injure the Vizici, adding 
that the unhappy victims of Ins brutal lust, wlio could not survive their shame, 
but had put a violent end to their own lives, weiestill living, and that the Vizier 
had never seen them ’’J History furnishes no more striking example of the 
growth and vitality of a slander The Kohilla atrocities owe thou birth to the 
malignity of Ciiampion and Francis, their growth to the rhetoric ol Burke, and 
their wide diffusion to the brilliancy and pellucid clearness of Macaulay’s stvle 
A close and minute study of the evidence demonstrates that a certain number 
of villages were burnt and that the piisoners were ill subsisted A hundred 
thousand people did not fly to pestilential jungles, but about seventeen ot 
eighteen hundred Rohillas with their families were expelled from Roliilcund, 
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and Hindu inhabitants, amounting to about seven hundred thousand, remained 
in possession of their patrimonial acres and were seen cultivating their fields m 
peace 


Death of Vijier nt At a meeting of the Board on the 6th February 1776, a letter was read 
"‘‘^’"from the Resident at Oude announcing the death of the Vizier The majority 
iB»« e«sor the Council considered all the treaties made with the Nawab as purely 

personal, and consequently invalid on the death of one of the contracting parties. 

- They therefore determined to make a heavier bargain with the Vizier’s successor. 
At a meeting of the Board on the 3rd Maioh it was discussed and determined what 
part of the Nawab’s dominions should be included m the new treaty Francis 
stated—“ My opinion is that we may with piopnety guarantee to the present 
Nawab of Oude for his life all the countries guaranteed to the Lite Vizier by 
the treaty of lllahabad, except the dominions of Chayt Sing I think that this 
guarantee may be also conditionally, and pro fmpo? extended to the coun¬ 
tries of Oude and lllahabad, until we shall be informed whether the treaty of 
Benares be ratified or disproved by the Court of Directors I do not think it 
safe or prudent to enter into any engagement that may eventually carry the 
Company’s forces beyond the limits of the countiies I have mentioned” 
Hastings observed “ My answer to the question is shoit, as it can be 
of no use, wo ought m my judgment to guarantee to the Nawab of Oude 
the Subehdary of Oude, the districts of Korah and lllahabad, and the country 
lately conquered from the Rohillas, but no more I do not wish to see 
the Company’s forces carried within the line of the Rohilla country for its 

- defences, I believe that an engagement to defend the country for him would 
render it unnecessary I fear he may lose it We shall in that case have 
a greater burden imposed upon us m the defence of the Nawab of Oude, 
and ho be loss furnished with moans of discharging his engagements with 
us.”* It was, however, “ Resolved that the Board will agree to guarantee to the 
Nawab Mirza Amaunay, the Province of Oude and conditionally those of Korah 
and lllahabad until the pleasure of the Court of Directors on the Treaty of Benares 
he known ”t The Governor-General then pioposcd the following question— 
“ Whether it shall be made a condition of the new treaty that Raja Cheyt Singli 
shall exercise a free and independent authority in his own dominions, subject 
only to the payment of his tributeand it was Resolved m the affirmative. 
'L’he Governor-General then proposed—“Whether it sliall be made an article m 
the treaty that, in consideration of tlie engagement to bo entered into by this 
Government to guarantee the possessions of the Nawab of Oude as before 
resolved, he shall cede and make over to the Companv the whole or any part of 
the tribute due from the zemindar of Gauziporo ”§ Francis stated “ I consider 
the cession to the Company of the whole tribute paid by the zemindar of 
Gauzipore to the late Nawab as the first and most essential condition of a treaty 
with the present Nawab the advantage gained by the zemindar will be also 
very considerable, as it has always been my opinion that his authority in his 
own Government should be left free and uncontrolled, as long as this advantage 
IS preserved to him, he must consider it as his interest to be the tributary of the 
Company rather than of the Nawab ”|| 

Colonel Monson and General Clavermg, as was their wont, supported Francis, 
hut Barwell strongly protested against the exaction. He observed; “ The 
Company, it is obvious, never intended that upon the necessities of our allies we 
should grasp at any part of the territories they possessed. The son of a man 
with whom we were so lately intimately connected, upon a supposition of hia 
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standing iq noed of our assistauce, ou^ht not in my opinion to be stripped of 
any )).nt of liis patornal terutory ’** "llastings was of opinion " that a demand 
should bo made of a moiety of the levonuc paid by the zemindar of Gauzi- 
pore, but I do not think tliat uo ou<»ht to insist on tins ailicic or that the 
Nawah s rofusal to consent to it sliould prove an im])edimont to our proceeding 
on the treaty f It nas tesolied “ that the demand be made foi the tubute of 
Gauzipoip, but Uiat it be not considered an absolute and indispensable article 
in the iK'goci.iturn with thoNawah” The Govcinor-deneial pioposed the 
next question—" W hethei the subsidy to he stipulated foi the assistance of our 
troops to the Nawab ot Oudli by the proposed treaty shall continue on the 
present footing ot 2,10,000 lupees jiei month lor a biigade, or what other sum 
shall lie demanded ” And he expiessed an opinion that the present subsidy was 
sufldcient and that it oiightnot to he incieased “ I doubt,” he stated, “ whcthei 
a laiger sum would m reality pio\e a gain to the Company ” It was however 
” Rosoh ed t hat an ineieaso ot the subsidy he demanded tiom the Nawab to make 
it equal to the expense of the tioops Thus we find tlie statesman wdio has 
been bianded as the violatoi ot treaties and theoppnssoi ol nations by extoitions 
and exactions doing liis utmost to prevent his colleagues from oxtoitmg any 
concession from a native prmccineonsistent witli a foimer treaty. 

'I'ho mapinty ol the Council, no longei content with attacking Hastings’ pub- Accwnticmn n^tamst 
lie policv, now lent then iid toagiave imputation on his pcisonal integiity On NumEn!ir 
the 11th M.nich l77'j Eiancis mtormed “the Board that he this moining re¬ 
ceived a visit 1 1 om llaja Nundeoomar, m ivliich the Raja delivered to him a letter 
addri'ssed to the Governor and Council and demanded ot him as a duty belonging 
to Ins ofiiee ns a Councillor of this State, to lay it befoio the Board Mr 
Francis conceiving tliat bo eould not, consistently with liis duty, retuso such 
a leth'i’ at tlu' instance of a person of the Itaja’s lank, did accoulingly iceeive it, 
and non lays it befoie the Board, deolaiing at the same tunc that ho iS 
unacquainted with the contents of it Mi Francis furthei begs leave to obseive 
that he loecivod this hdtci ])uhlidy in the piosence ot a considcialtle number 
ot persons, and that tlie Raja’s veibal request was iiiteipreted to him by these 
different persons ”§ 

The letter laid before the Boaid professed to relate the connoclion of Nund-'*^ 
coomar with the Company It wms due to him, he stated, that Mcei Jalfcr had 
waged war against ^feer Cassim alter the raa'-saeio of Fatna, and attei the 
defeat of Meer Cassim and Sujah Dowlah at Buxai he had obtained “ tiom His 
Majesty the King Shah Alam the Suhahs (of Bengal, Ac) loi the Nawab Jalfei 
Ally Cawn, during the Nawah’s lifetime he had huthfully distnluted tlie 
revenue, nfter the death ot Mcer Jallei, he was depiived of his otiice by certain 
Englishmen wlio “ for view's of piivate advantage laiscd Mahomed Roza Cawn to 
the post,” he reminds the Board that for the sjiace of seven ycais IMaliomed 
Reza managed the alfaiis of the Subah ol Bcng.al, “what the rnoasuies vveie 
wliicli he puisued in the administiatioa of the countiy, the liaUnees vvlueh he 
fraudulently wiote olT, his violence and oppiessioiis upon his own maateis and 
upon the ryots and liis trade in giain, by all which his master’s house and the 
whole country were desolated, are well known to all ” Against Nundeoomai 
liimself Mahomed Reza could bung no charge “ as nothing of the kind had been 
committed by me, ho was able to pioduce nothing" It was Nundeoomai who 
assisted Hastings when he was appointed Governor m prosecuting Mahomed Reza 

Cawn and Sliitab Roy, and drew an account of their embezzlements which show'ed 
that Mahomed Reza Cawn had appropriated upwards of 305 lakhs {£3,052,695) 
and Shitab Roy 00 lakhs (£900,000) Mahomed Reza Cawn offered 10 
lakhs (£100,000) to Hastings and two lakhs (£20,000) to him (Nundcooraar), and 
Shitab Roy offered four lakhs (£40,000) to Hastings and one lakh to Nund- 
coomar. These offers he reported to Hastings who refused tlum. Soon aftei, 
ho remarks, Hastings set Mahomed Reza at liberty and “ entirely dropt the 
inquiry into his embezzlements and malpractices" “Why ilus extraordinarj 
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fav^'r was so suddenly shown, the Governor can best assign the reasons,”* 
Shitah Roy was reinstated in office “ The motives of these proceedings will 
best be understood from Mr Hastings himself ”t After insinuating some 
other charges against Hastings, Nundeoomar adds ‘ Thus far I have written in 
general terms. I shall now beg leave to offer a more particular and circum. 
stantial statement of facts ” He then states that at various times in the year 
1772 Hastings had received the sum of three lakhs and fifty-four thousand 
lupees fiom himself and Manny Begum “ for procuring Raja Goorda'ss's 
appointment to tlie Niabut and causing Munny Begurn to be made the superior of 
the family.”! It is difficult to read the letter ot Nundeoomar without agiee* 
ing with Lord Thurlow that “a more extraordinary or a more insolent produc- 
tion never appeared undoubtedly, nor one which carried falsehood upon the 
face of it moie strongly.” ^ 

After tlio letter had been read through, Hastings obsened—“As Mr. 
Francis has been pleased to inform the Boaid that he was unacquainted with 
the contents of the letter sent into the Board by Nundeoomar, that he thinks 
himself justified m carrying his curiosity further than he should have per- 
raitted himself without such a previous intimation, and therefore begs leave to 
ask Mr Francis whethei ho was before thisacquainled with Nundcoomar’s inten¬ 
tion of bunging such charges against him botoiethe Board ” Francis replied 
“ .Is a member of this Council, I do not deem mysolt obliged to answ'er any 
questions of mere curiosity I am willing, however, to mlorm tlie Governor- 
General that I was totally unacquainted with the contents of the paper I have 
now delivered into the Board till I heaid it read I did apprehend in general 
that it contained some ch-irge agaiust him It was this apprelierision that 
made mo so particularly cautious m the manner of receiving the Raia’s letter 
I was not acquainted with Raja Nundcoomar’s intention of bringing in such 
chaiges as are mentioned m the letter ”§ 

At a meeting of the Board held on the 13th Jfarch 1775, a further letter 
from Nundeoomar was received and read After refernng to his former letter 
he states “ What is there written I mean not m the least to alter tar from it 
I have the strongest written vouchers to produce m support of what I have 
advanced, and I wish and entreat for my honour’s sake that you will suffer me 
to appear before you to establish the fact by an additional incontestable evi¬ 
dence II Nundeoomar was too well acquainted with official etiquette and 
oriental custom not to know that his request was an act of gross impeitrnence.and 
that to grant it would bo an insult to the Governoi-Goneral and the death-blow 
to his prestige and authoiity in the eye of every native in Bengal. But Nund. 
coomar knew when he made the request that it would he pleasing to tlie maioritv 
and certain to bo granted He had been in intimate commumcatirS 
Colonel Monson, and immediately after his letter had been read Colonel 
Mouson proposed “ that Raja Nundcoomai be calledhofoie the Board ” HastinM 
upon this proceeded to wute a minute m which he declared that he would not 
safer Nundeoomar to appear before the Board as Ins accuser. '• I know what 
belongs to the dignity and chaiacter of the first member of this Administration 
I will not sit at this Board mthe character of a criminal, nor do I ncknowledse 
the members of the Board to be ray judges. I am induced on tins occasion to 
General Clavei rag. Colonel Monson 
and Mr Francis as my accusers I cannot press this in the direct letter of the 
conscience I regard them as such, and I will gi\^ my 
h 1 \ Hastings goes on to show that Nundeoomar was only a tool in tho 
hands of the majority, “that he was guilty of great 
respect in the demand which he made of Mr. Francis, and that it was not a 
duty belonging to the office of a Councillor of this State to make iSself 
earner of a letter which would have been much more propeWy 
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the hands of a peon, or hercarrah, or delivered by the writer of it to the 
Secretary himself * “ He points out that Francis acknowledi^ed that it contained 
a charge against him but if the charge was false it was a libcl.”t “ It might 
have been false for anything that Mr. Francis could know to the contrary, since 
he was unacquainted with the contents of it In this instance theretore he 
incurred the hazard of presenting a libel to the Board This was not a duty 
belonging to his office as a Councillor of this State ” Hastings proceeds to in¬ 
form the Boaid tliat he had been long acquainted with Nundcoomar's intention of 
making the attack upon him He writes “ I was shown a paper containing 
many accusations against me, which I was told was carried by Nundcoomar to 
Colonel Monson, and that he himself was emplojed for some hours m private 
\Vith Colonel Monson explaining the nature of these charges ” He adds—“ I do 
not mean to infer from what I have said that it makes any alteration m the 
nature of the chaiges were tliey delivered immediately fiom my ostensive accu¬ 
sers, or w hether they came to the Board through the channel of patronage, but 
it IS sufficient to authorise the conviction which I teel in my own mind that 
these gentlemen are paities m the accusation of which they assert the right of 
being the judge ” Hastings closes the minute by stating liis inflexible determi¬ 
nation not to suffer the indignity ot allowing Nundcoomar to accuse him hefoie 
the governing body of which he was the head “ The Chief of this Administra¬ 
tion, your superior, gentlemen, appointed by the Lcgislatuie itself, shall I sit at 
tins Boaid to he anaigned in the |)resenco ot a wretch whom you all know to be 
one of the basest of mankind ? I believe I need not mention his name, hut it 
IS Nundcoomar' Shall [ sit to hear men collected fiom the dregs of the people 
give evidence at his dictating against my chai.icter and conduct P I will not 
You may, if you please, form yourselves into a Committee for the investigation 
of these matters, m any manner which you may think propci, but I ivill repeat 
that I will not meet Nundcoomar at the Board nor suffer Nundcoomar to be ex¬ 
amined at the Board; nor have you a light to it, nor can it answer any other 
purpose than that of vilifying and insulting me to insist upon it.*’t 

Monson requested that the Governor-General would inform the Board fiom 
whom he had his information respecting the visit Nundcoomar paid to him 
Hastings refused to give up the name because lie would not expose his inform¬ 
ant to the vengeance of tho majority. He added, howevei, that Barwcll had 
received similar information at the same time Harwell informed tho Board “ tliat 
he was apprized of it and received a copy of the same paper that the Governoi 
laid before the Board ” The paper was cnteicd by the Board after the consulta¬ 
tion. It 18 substantially the same as the letter laid before tho Board by Francis, 
though in it Nundcoomar makes no mention of having himself hiihed Hastings 
Incorporated in tho paper is a letter puiporting to he written by Munny Begum 
which 18 identical with both the letters pioduced by Nuudcoomar Monson said 
“ As the Governor-General has not thouglit propei to acquaint the Board from 
whom he received the information with legaid to ray conversation with Nund¬ 
coomar, I shall take no further notice of it ” He added, " I do heieby declare that 
the Governor and Mr Barwell likewise have been totally raismfoimed, for I never 
heard nor saw any paper in Persian or any other countiy language which con- 
tained to the be’st of my knowledge any accusation against the Governor- 
Genera],”§ This, Sii James Stephen remarks, admits by not denying a convci- 
sation with Nundcoomar, and suggests that Monson did “ sec or hear *’ a papei 
m English. 

The motion of Monson to call in Nundcoomar being put to the Board 
Hastings again protested against it lie said, “ I do not understand the ques¬ 
tion to be whether Nundcoomar shall he called before tho Board, but whether 
I shall he confronted with him, since the same eflect may he produced, as I have 


* Secret Select Committee’s Pio^e<ling», ISth Mnrib 1776, Volume 11, pnge 306 
I Ibtd pngs 306 

“Theturn of the expression hero it peculiar It implies sn admission that the charge was true, thoogt’'J 
miirht have beeu false, but this can hardly have been the unter’s meaning ^*? foundea 

onTmZluZ (for the sake of argument) that the charge was true " “11)- Stoi^ “f Nundcoomai by Sir James 
Fltxjames Stephen, Volume I, page 63 

I Secret Select ComnutMe’i Proceedings, I3th March 1775, Volume II, page 30C 



XXXVl 


INTRODUCTION. 


declared before, by a Committee of tbe Board without my presence ’* It was 
resolved “tliat N undcoomar be called before the Boaid and the Secrelary is 
ordered to summon him accoidingly Ihcn occurrc'd the following ‘'cene — 

The Goveinoi Geneial—“ I declaie the Conniil now disgolved nnd 1 do protest against 
any acts of it as a Council during my absenee as illegal and unuanaiited ” 

Mr Francis—“I begleive to ask the (lOveinoi-Gtneial wlitthei he means to quit the 
than " 

The Governor-General—I simll not answei jour question, betause I do not think it is 
sufliciently defined I quit the Couiitil 

Mr Birwell— “I think the Goveinoi said he dissolved the Couneil, it is now 5 o’clock 
in the evening 'Iho Governoi, as I undeigtaiid him, did notsiy “ 1 quit the C'oiiinil,” hut 
that “1 leave it” I csleera the Council is dissolved, iml tnlms 1 leieive a summons igieeahle 
to the usual foim from the Goveruoi-General, whose office still exists, and is not vacated, 1 do 
not pioposo to paitake in the debates. 

Mr haiwell withdiaws Irom the Boird. 

Gencr.il Clavenng, m compliauce with the resolution of the inajouty, 
having taken the chan Nundcoomar was called in, and Colonel Monsoii moved 
that he be desued to deliver to the Boaid wbat bo has to say lu support of lub 
cliaige against tbe Govcinor-General He replied “ I am not a man officiously 
to make complaints, but when I peiceived my character, wliuhis as dear to 
me aside, huit by the Goveinoi's receiving into liis presence Jiiggnt Cliund 
and Moliun I’eishaud, who aie jieisons of low lepute, and denying mo admit¬ 
tance, I thought it incumbent upon mo to wiite wbat I have Eveij thing is 
contained in the letter Ailiich 1 have given in, besides wliieli 1 have p.ipeis 
wluth, if the Board oideis me,I will dclivei up ” Being called upon ioi these 
papers he dchveri'd thi' tianslation of a letter fiom Munny Begum, dated 
2nd September 1772. In it the Begum states that in gratitude lor liei ad¬ 
vancement to the Ni/.amut she offeied Hastings a present of a lakh of rupees 
Hastings refused, but when she pressed the matter be said that Niuuleoomar 
bad promised two lakhs “I guessed, my fnend, that this two lakhs was a 
paitof tlic tluee lakhs about winch I wrote to you m a letter I despatched 
with Kami Beg and of which I sent you word by Jiiggut Chund''t Iho 
Begum proceeds to state that she feared if she said anything about the matter 
“ all that your kindness bad done for me would be entiiely destioycd and lose 
its elTect ” She theiefoie sent woid to the Governoi that she bad given Nuiid- 
coomar a geneial autliority “to do whatever w'asjudgedicquisite and oxfiedienb 
for mv advanei'inent and the fooling of my enemies,” and that she considered 
herself bound to disebaige what Nundcoomar promised “I tlierefore begged 
that ho would accept one lakh of rupees heie, and told him that I would diaw 
upon jou foi the other lakh which you would deliver to him at Calcutta I 
was so fortunate to meet wnth the Governor’s concurrence m this pioposal. 
Youi interest and mine aie the same, and we are partners of each otliei’s pros¬ 
perity aud aiheisity Presuming upon this, 1 request that you will lend me 
upon lionoiu the sum of one lakh of rupees, which you will he kind enough 
to pay to the Governor when he returns to Calcutta 1 am raising one lakh of 
lupees which I shall heie piesent to the Governor, and shall repay the sum 
with wliuli I depend ujion you supplying me in a few days by the means of 
llajx Goindass I eainestly intieat that you aviU not upon this occasion enter¬ 
tain any doubt of me ”§ The letter closes with a strong injunction to secrecy. 

Nundcoomar being asked if he possessed the original of the paper, produced 
what he stud was the oiiginal of the translation Mr Auriol, the Assistant 
Secietary, being asked to look at the characters on the seal and inform 
the Board what they are “he informs them the characters are Peisian and 
ex])! ess the name of Munny Begum” Sir John D’Oyly, the Acting Persian 
Tianslator, having now arrived was called m and shown the seal “ He also de¬ 
ckles it to he Munny Begum’s ” This expression, as Sir James Stephen lemarks 
sliows how ill fitted the Council were for taking evidence. “ 1) Oyly’s state- 
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merit goes much further than Aunol’s, but thewntor of the consultations seems 
to have considered them equivalent to caJi olhci ” The moonsliee to the Persian 
Translator being asked m hetlicr anothei lettia horn Munny Begum vvhicli was 
produced by Sii John D’Oyly iiom the Persian otTue a\ is m the same haiidwutmg 
as that dehveied by Nundcooinai, ie[)lied that it was not, but ‘ tliat the seal ol 
the letter is ^lunny Begum’s seal, and that the dncction and body ol the letter 
appear to be m the s.ime hand “It was obseived by tlie Boaid” that 
the lettei which has been given m by the Rija was wiitteu two and a half 
years ago, and that the lettii produced by 8ir .Tohn D’Ovlv w is wiitteu only a 
tew da\8 ago ” The spmt shown bv sindi a remaik is iiotieeable The Coutu-il, 
who liad taken U|)on tliemsidves judicial funefionsas soon asadilFu iilty appeals 
m Nundcoomai’s case, suggest an aiiswei to it instead oL mquuing into its 
weight * 

Nuiidcoomar, who had reqiu sted to he summoned betori' the boaid because 
be bad the strongest wiltti'ii vouchers to pinduce in siippoit ot wliat lie ad¬ 
vanced, on lieing asked it he bad any moie papeis to prodme, repin'dI have 
no moie jtapers ” He was then iiiitiui questioned whetln'i theCioveinoi-di'uei.il 
Ol any other pcisou on the p.ut ol theGoveinor-Geneial hnlafti'i ipted to obtain 
from him tin'oiigmal leltei He replied—“ tlie begum applied to me loi it 
tbiougli OantoQ baboo, the Ciovernoi’s lianvau I gave it into Cantoo Baboo’s 
hands to lead it, and on being retusid the ouginal, be desiied th it be might 
take a copy ot it to send to the Begurn I told him be iniglit (opv it m my 
presence, but it being then late m tlie evening be said he would detei copying 
it till .inothoi day ’t The question obvii/usly suggests that Nuudeoom.ii 
must have been m previous eoliusian witli tlie niajoiity oi some luembei <jf 
the mijoiity lor tlieie was nothing to suggest it in liis pievious letleis ni 
statements * Its object was to fuinish .111 excuse of odeiiiig a liesli insult 
to Hastings by summoning Ins lii'ad native seeiefaiy befoie the boaid lie 
was summoned to attend, but leplied—“The Goveinoi is at pieseut hero, 
and I am w ith bun He pievents me loi wbub leason 1 cannot go 'Wlu'n the 
Council IS eomiilc'te, li I am summoned 1 will attend ’’J 'I'be Council hold “ tli it 
he was guilty ol a high indignity to this Boaid” Nundeoomai was tuitliei 
questioned wlielliei lie himself w is |)iesent when the money was given to 
Hastings* M’lvants, and he replied in the affiimalive and stated tliat be was 
acu'omjuniod by ceifam seivants ol liisowii All weic piescnt, bo mentioned, 
m Calcutta, except one who was at Mooisliedabad On Ix'ing questioned 
whethei be was suie that the servants leceived the money on account of the 
Goveinoi, he leidied—“ L'hey undouhtedlv took it tin the Goveinoi 1 asked 
the Governm il it had iiached bun, and lie said, it bad” Tins closed the 
examination of Nundeoomai, an examination entiiely conducted not to elicit 
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truth but to extract answers damaging to the accused. The Board did not 
cross-examine Nundcoomat as to the time and place where the gold was 
delivered, the persons from whom he got so large a sura, the books in which 
he had made entries about it, the place and time of his alleged conversation 
with Hastings on the subject, or any of the other obvious matters by which 
his truthfulness might be ]ustifled. They did not examine Nundcoomar as 
to the grave discrepancies between his accusation and the letter of the 
Begum. But on the evidence of Nundcoomar, an avowed accomplice, who 
was known to be the hitter foe of Hastings, the Board came with inde¬ 
cent chaste to the conclusion “that the several sums of money specified m 
Maharaja Nundcoomar’s letter of the 8th March have been received by the 
Governor-General, and that the said sums of money do of right belong to the 
East India Company ”* It was resolved “that the Governor-General be requested 
to pay into the Company’s treasury the amount of those sums for the Com¬ 
pany’s use ” 

It was “ ordered that the proceedings of the Board and all the papers relative 
to Maharaja Nundcoomar’s charge against the Governor-General be delivered to 
the Company’s attorney, tliat be may lay them before counsel for their opinion 
how to proceed m recoveiing for the Company’s use the several sums of money 
nhich the Governor-General has received from Maharaja Nundcoomar or 
Munny Begum for services done them through his influence “ The law 
offlceis of the Company iii Bengal did not recommend any prosecution in 
India, but advised the Boaid to transmit all the documents and evidence to the 
Company, who might, if the matter was worthy of their notice, file a bill against 
Hastings and compel a discovery. “ These documents,” said Lord Tliurlow, 
“arrived at a time when it certainly was the anxious wish of the Minister to 
take any fair and reasonable ground he could for the removal of Mr Hastings. 
The papers were all submitted to the law oflucers of the Company, who declared 
that the information ot Nundcoomar, even upon the e£ parte case before them, 
could not possibly be true The reasons for that belief weie assigned at 
length The Directors, though a majority of them weie very well disposed 
to oblige the Minister, concurred with their law officers, and all that rubbish 
and trash remained unnoticed from 1776 to the year 1789; when, as Your Lord- 
ships know, it was repeatedly mentioned to you by the managers, as containing 
proofs of the corruption of Mr Hastings, and it was very properly rejected by 
the Court. It was never pretended by the managers, that they had evidence 
to go a step beyond this lejected information of Nundcoomar.” 

The accusation brought against Hastings by Nundcoomar formed part of the 
seventh article of impeachment against him. The minute which he wrote at the 
table of the Board was regarded by his accusers as bearing marks of conscious guilt. 
The learned judge, whose statement of the case is a masterpiece of comprehen¬ 
sive exposition, writes— “It certainly bears marks of strong excitement, and 
though I sliould not go so far as Sir Gilbert Elliot and Burke in thinking it 
iifconsistenl with innocence, I think it suggests that there was something to 
explain ” The matter which Hastings did not explain was the fact that of the 
tluee and a half lakhs Nundcoomar accused him of receiving from Munny 
Begum he had received one and a half lakhs as a sumptuary allowance which 
was entered m the public accounts of the Nawah’s treasury In the May 
following (1776) when the Board deputed Mr. Goring to examine the 
disbursements of various sums in several departments at Moorshedabad 
and to deprive Munny Begum of her office and authority, she was questioned 
regarding the transaction and declared that “ every Governor coming to Moor¬ 
shedabad received two thousand rupees a day in lieu of provisions, beyond that 
she had not given a single cowrie and every payment would appear on the 
record.” At the trial of Warren Hastings the managers of the impeachment 
having summoned the auditor of the India Office, he read from a Wk of public 
accounts a statement of the allowance made at Moorshedabad to Lord Olive first 
and next to Mr. Verelst when they were Governors which confirmed the truth 
of tlie Begum’s declaration that every Governor at Moorshedabad received the 
same allowance as Hastings It would no doubt have been wiser if Hastings had 
stated in his minute that he had received a lakh and a half of rupees as 
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a sumptuary allourauce; but the minute, it must be borne in mind, was written in 
the Council Chamber at a moment of great excitement Hastings had to encount* 
er th6 deliberate and guarded attacks of his ebcmies by the instant and unpre* 
meditated impulse of liis own judgment. “Do not,*' he writes to his masters, 

“ wonder, therefore, Hon’ble Sirs, if my behaviour in any part of these disputes 
shall appear to you defective or improper. I am not yet conscious of any impro. 
pnety m it, but I think that on many occasions I could have provided myself 
with a much completer plan of defence, had I been allowed the same leisure 
and tranquillity to form it as my opponents possessed in concocting that 
of their attacks upon me.” 

Burke inveighed bitterly against Hastings for calling Nundcoomar a mis- 
1 oreaut. ** If therefore,” he said, “ Rajah Nundcomar was a man who (it is not 
degrading to your Lordship to say) was equal in rank accoidmg to the idea 
of the country in which he lived to any peer in the house, as sacred as a 
bishop, of as much gravity and authority as a judge, and who was prime 
minister m the country in which he lived, with what face can Mr Hastings 
call this man a wretch, and say that he will not suffer him to be brought before 
him.” Hastings had better opportunities than Burke ot forming an estimate of 
the character of Nundcoomar and had solid reasons lor describing it in harsh 
language. Thirteen years befoie Nundcoomar brought his accusations against 
Hastings, Hastings had been omploj ed m investigating a charge of forgery 
brought against Nundcoomar Certain traitorous letters weie intercepted and 
brought to Calcutta but they proved to be forgeries Hastings was appointed to 
enquire into the matter and his report is now published for the first time * 
He came to the follow mg conclusion “ From several depositions and the 
circumstances herein piesented the Board will judge on whom to fix the 
forgery of the letters m question One observation it remains upon me to 
make, that a fact of this kind, in which the intervention of more than one person 
IS not immediately required, can scarce ever admit of a positive and ineontest- 
alile proof, though the several consequent and relative facts may ho sufficiently 
proved, and point out in the most evident manner the mam spring which set 
them in motion. In this light regarding tlie enquiry before us, I must give 
it as my opinion that if appears pretty clearly that there was a design on 
foot to compass the rum of Rarachurn, that subsequent thereto the letters 
forged in bis name were intercepted, that the man to whose charge they w'ere 
entrusted was a servant of Nundcoomar’s, and that Sudder-odm (a servant ^ 
of Nundcooraar’s) did foietell the disgrace of Kamchurn, and was (by Ins own ' 
declaration afterwards) privy to the forgery of the letters I say from these 
circumstances already proved, I am of opinion that the letters wore w'litten and 
intercepted by the contrivance and direction of Nundcoomar, m order to fix 
the charge of a traitorous correspondence upon Ramchuvn.” When Hastings 
was fiist appointed Goveinor of Bengal, Nundcoomar sent letters to him at 
Madras in the names of the Nawab's uncle and Munny Begum. The letters 
were filled with invectives against Mohammad Reza Khan and recommendation 
of himself. Hastings afterwaids found that Munny Begum had no knowledge 
of these letters, and she declared the letter stated to be written by her to lie 
a forgery though it bore her seal. It was only natural after tlie experience of 
the past that Hastings should regard the letter produced by Nundcoomar as 
another forgery though like the letter forwaided to Madras it bore tlie Begum’s 
seal. ” I make no doubt of proving it,” he wrote to a friend, “ it bears most 
evident symptoms of it in the long tattling story told with such injunction 
of secrecy and a word to the wise pertinently added to the end of it, when the 
sole purpose of the letter was to order the payment of a lakh of rupees, and 
Nundcoomar’s son and son-in-law were with the Begum and daily informing him 
of all that passed ”t 

But even if Nundcoomar had borne an unblemished character, Hastings 
would have been justified in refusing to submit to the disgrace and mortification 
of the head of a Government being accused m person diumg the sitting of the 
Council over which he presided. Such a procedure must have brought his 
office into contempt and injured the dignity of station which a man has interest 

• Till# will be found in the Append,*, Volume III 

t Memoirs Of Warren Hustings, by Qlelg, Vniums I page 516 



xl 


iirraoDtroTXON. 


to preserve. It moreover was unnecessary for the purpose either of eliciting 
truth or of promoting justice. A Committee of inquiry consisting of the Coun¬ 
cil without Hastings would have been equally efficacious for these purposes 
Hastings did not dispute the right of his colleagues to make an inquiry into the 
charges of corruption brought against him, nor did he, as Mill states, “ raise any 
pretences for stifling inquiry ” He only pointed out the mode of conducting it 
which would be least injurious to the dignity and authority of the Govern¬ 
ment As Hastings wiote to the Directois—“ Had the majority been dis- 
posed to accept of my proposition of appointing a committee for prosecuting 
their inquiries either into these or the Ranny’s allegations, they might have 
obtained the same knowledge and all the satisfaction in this way that tliey 
could have expected from an inquisition taken by the Board at large, their 
proceedings would have had the appearance at least of regularity, and my 
credit would have been less affected by them The only point which they 
could possibly gain by persisting in bringing such a subject before the Board 
was to gam a public triumph over me, and expose my place and person to 
insult 

The animosity of the majority against Hastings and their desire to 
insult and degrade him in the most public manner was strikingly illustrated 
by their treatment of his secretary and agent, Cantoo Haboo. He was a man 
ot high caste and good family and for many years had taken a leading part 
m the administration As the secretary of the Governor-Goneral he was 
“ considered universally as the first native inhabitant of Calcutta Because, 
acting under the orders of the Governor-Goneial, he did not appear at their first 
summons before the Board, it was proposed to place him in the stocks, a 
punishment, as Hastings remarked, “ so disgraceful to a man of character and 
ciodit as would be an extension of rigour equal to death.” General Olavering in 
proposing the motion observed that Hastings had said that if Clavering meant 
anything personal to him he would make him answer for it with Ins life 
On this Hastings observed “ I said if he attempted anything m his own 
person and by his own authority, I would oppose it with my person, or per¬ 
sonally oppose it at the peril of my life The discussion growing dangerously 
warm, Ftauois moved an adiouinment of the Board’, and it was agreed that 
the Board do adjourn accordingly 

On the 20tli of April at a meeting of the Board, at which the majority 
only were present, a letter was received from Hastings m which lie infoimed 
them that “as his attendance at a meeting of the justices at the house of 
Sir Elijah Jmpey was required, he requested General CLivcimg to take his place 
and direct the despatch of such business as may require it ” The majority, 
after mentioning that they had heard from Mr Fowke that a charge of 
conspiracy against that gentleman and his son was being investigated by the 
justices, stated, “we think it'proper to acquaint you that wo mean to con¬ 
tinue in Council until we shall bo apprized of the subject and issue of that 

inquiry, as we conceive that a conspiracy at the investigation of which you and 
Mr Barwell think fit to attend while this Council is sitting must he of great 
moment if not interesting to the safety of the State. We flatter ourselves that 
you will be pleased to iniorm us, as soon as possible, of the circumstances and 
result of the enquiry in which you and Mr Barwell are now engaged "§ 

Charge of cons. Hastings in reply wrote,—" Last night I received a letter signed by the 

“fod Nund- Justice and the Judges of the Supreme Court, informing me that a charge 
coooiar had been exhibited upon oath before them against Messrs Joseph and Francis 

. Fowke, Maharaja Nundcomar and Radaohurn for a conspiracy against mo and 

others, that they had summoned the parties to appear this morning at ten 
o’clock at the house of Sir Elijah Impey, and requested my attendance The 
like notification was also made to Mr. Barwell, In consequence of this 
intimation, we have both judged it indispensably incumbent upon us to give 
our attendance I am sorry that you should have thought it necessary to 
continue in Council until you shall be informed of the subject and issue of this 
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enquiry which I presume you will perceive to have no relation to the safety of 
the StatCj nor to any circumstance that requires your present attention.’** 

The charge of conspiracy was due to some accusations hi ought against the 
accused by one CamaUud-deen The day previous this man had goue to 
Hastings and complained that Nundeoomar and Mr Fowke had comjielTed liim 
by threats to sign a petition stating that he had bribed Hastings and Barwell, 
and they had had also forced him to acknowledge tlie correctness of a certain 
account Hastings referred Camal-ud-deen to the Oluef Justice, and Sir 
Elijah Impey and the other Judges acting in the capacity of Justiees of the 
Peace, summoned the parties and held an examination of the witnesses and 
defendants They discharged the son of Fowke and asked Hastings, Barwell, 
and Vansittart if they meant to prosecute the others and gave them a night to 
come to a decision. On the 23rd Hastings, Barwell, and Vansittart declared their 
intention to prosecute Fowke, Nundeoomar, and Radachurn for conspnacy and 
bound themselves over to do so, the defendants being admitted to bail Hastings 
resolved on the prosecution "because,” as he wrote to his friends," in my heart and 
conscience I believe both Fowke and Nundeoomar to be guilty " At the assizes 
all the defendants were acquitted of the charge of conspnacy against Hastings, 
Badachurn was acquitted, and Nundeoomar and Fowke were convicted on the ^ 
charge of conspiracy against Barwell The sentence on Fowke was filty rupees 
fine. No sentence was passed on Nundeoomar because at the time he was lying 
in the common gaol under sentence of death, for having committed forgery 
Nundeoomar in the letter accusing Hastings of bribery which was read 
before the Board complained that "Mohun Pursaud is admitted by the on charge of 
Governor to private conferences both in town and at his gardens.” This 
Mohun Pursaud was attorney to a certain Bolakee Dass, a banker or native 
shroff, whose bond or deed Nundeoomar had been found guilty of utteiing know¬ 
ing it to be forged The deed purported to be the acknowledgment of a debt 
due to Nundeoomar and contracted some years before by tlie shroff The 
banker died in June 1769, and on the settlement of bis affairs a few months 
after bis decease, Nundcoomar’s bond was, with the other claims on the estate, 
settled by the executors. On the bond being paid Nundeoomar cancelled it 
by tearing it downwaids at the top for a couple of inches This document nnd 
others relating to tlie deceased banker were lodged m the Mayoi’s Court as a 
Court of Record In the year 1772 a suit was instituted m the Court of Kachan 
against Nundeoomar for more than a lakh of rupees said to he due to the e.state of 
the banker on account of bonds of the Company Nundeoomar was committed 
to prison for contempt of Court and released by Hastings The Court recom¬ 
mended that the case should be referred to arbitiation, but Nundeoomar at first 
refused to give bis assent to this course being adopted, and when he (lid con¬ 
sent a dispute arose as to aibitration Matters were in tbi> condition when the 
Supreme Court of Judicature arrived in Bengal About a month after their 
arrival Mr Farrcr who had arrived about the same time and had been admitted 
as an advocate of the Supreme Court was informed Mr Dnvei, an attorney, 
that he had advised a client to institute a ciiminal piosecution against Nund- 
coomar for forgery, and that his client had agreed to the advice There was 
however an obstacle in their w^ay. The original papers witiiout which the for- 
<Terv could not be established were lodged in the Mayor s Couit, and though the 

Court were willing to grant copies, the oiigmal could not he obtained He 

told mo,” added Mr, Farrer, “ that the Mayor’s Court had not been so entirely 
free from influence as could be wished when proceeding against men of a 

• Secret Select Comniitlee’e Proccedinye, 20th April 17?8 Vol II, p^e 845 

«The Drwecutlon of Huudcoomer for coneplrecj «g»«led by the Council. ».id ‘IVwilT Kernel? 

belM.th.Honwrf YIT hTto Thw..«?-« 

ifSdc^MBihldw fat forgery publiehed by .nthorrty of the Supreme Court of lud.cutare m Beugal, Lon 
1. Cedel, MDCCLXXVI, puge U 



iSTROlynoHOir. 


xlii 

certain description, siioh asNnndcoomar, but that, pow that a mote indepenttent 
Court was come out, he should advise his client (Mohun Persaud) to authorise 
him (Driver) to instruct me to make the same motion before the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, to wit for the original papers, that he had himself made 
before without effect before the Mayor’s Court.” Mr. Farrer accordingly moved 
the Court for the papers six weeks before Nundcoomar’s accusation was produced 
at the Board by Mr Francis, and was obliged to repeat his application twice 
before he obtained them. Soon after this, on the 6th May 1776, Nundooomar 
was charged with forgery before Mr. Justice LeMaistre who happened to be 
the sitting magistrate as at that time the Judges of the High Court were also 
the Justices of the Peace “ He requested the assistance of Mr. Justice Hyde 
who attended with him the whole day upon the examination which lasted from 
nine m tho morning till near ten at night, when, no doubt of ha gmlt 
remaining in the heart of either of the evidence on the part of the 

Crown, a commitment in the usual form was made out ”• 

Letter (lom At a meeting of the Council on the 8th of March 1776 a letter was received 

^undcoomer to the Nundcoomar m which, after recounting his past services, he stated—" My 
only intention in setting forth the services I have done, and the character I 
have to an advanced age supported, is to introduce my request that I might 
not suffer upon such a charge, from the bare accusation, a punishment equal 
to that of death, the violation of the most sacred duties of my religion. 
The Hon’ble President,! am well assured, is fully assured of the facts I 
allude to, it may be requisite to explain to the rest of the Hon’ble Members of 
the Board that the institutions of our religion enjoin a number of ablutions, 
prayers and other ceremomes to be performed by the sect of Brahmins before 
they can take any kind of food Nothing of this can be performed m the 
place where I am now; and could even these obstacles be surmounted, the 
place itself, as being inhabited by men of a different religion, would prevent 
my receiving any sustenance, without breaking those rules which I have 
hitherto religiously observed I therefore humbly request that I may be per¬ 
mitted to reside, under as strict a guard as may be judged requisite, in some 
place where these objections may be obviated.”f 

“ Colonel Monson moved that the sheriff and his deputy be requested to 
attend the Board with the warrant of commitment for Nundcoomar's imprison¬ 
ment. Hastings objected to tho motion as an interference with the authority 
of the Judges of the Supreme Court.” 

"Me Francis,— I teg leave to inform the Board that I understand that Baja Nund- 
coomar, since his commitment to the common jail m consequence of the opinion of Mr Justice 
LeMaistre exceeding the terms of the warrant of commitment, has taken no sustenance what¬ 
soever, and that he cannot do it in his present situation without losing caste, which lo a man 
of his high rank and sect is deemed a punishment worse than death 1 think the motion 
made by Colonel Monson perfectly regular and necessary. We cannot take the prayer of the 
Rajahs petition into consideration until we are regularly informed by what authority he is 
committed to the oommon. jail. If it should appear that the warrant does not express a 
commitment to the common* jail, but that such commitment basaiisen solely from the extra 
judicial opinion of Mr. Justice LeMaistre, I then think it may he legally within the power of 
tlus Board to prevent the death of the Eaja by relieving him from the vile confinement under 
which be has been placed in the same prison with all the felons of Calcutta, and securing him in 
some other manner under the safe custody of the shenff This I conceive may be done with¬ 
out any infiingement of the authonty or the Supreme Court of Judicature At all events 
my endeavour shall not be wanting, as far as I shall think myself warranted by law, to pre¬ 
vent a man of his high rank perishing in a common jail for want of sustenance which he 
cannot take without forfeiting a religious rank and purity, which 1 presume from all that I 
have beard of the religious customs and prejudices of the Brahmins, to which sect he belongs, 
may be dearer to him than bis life; the Baja has now, I believe, been confined upwanls of 
forty hours, exclusive of the time taken up m bis examination." 

" Tbk GovERNos-QsNSEii.,—I beg leave to observe that many things have been asserted 
which I presume Mr. Francis gives only from report. I have not heard myself that Nund- 
coomar is confined among common felons. I do not believe that by the principles qf hie 
religion his caste can be affected by any habitation that may be allotted him. This is a ppint 
of which the heads of the religion are only capable of judging I understand by a note re¬ 
ceived this morning from Mr, Durham that the Judges are at this time assembled for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the plea of Nundcoomar in this particular, and that he was 

* Secret Select CommttWi Proceedings, loth Aagnet 1776, Vol. 11, page 409 
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‘“formation concerutig the 

eSEwts which hia confinement might produce on hie caste, or some points of the like nature. 

f i’® superintendent of the khalsa records to apply to such of the 
pundits as were m Calontta and to desire them to give their attendance on the^Judges "* 

It was (^ered that the sheriff and his deputy should be immediately 
summoned. On their attending and being asked for the original warrant for 
the commitment of Raja Nundcoomar for the inspection of the Board, they 
deuvered it as follows.— > j 

“ '® of the Town of Calcutta and Factory of Fort William m Bengal and to the Warrant of 

Keeper of His Majesty's Prison at Calcutta. ? o tue WarranUf^ 

" Rweive into your custody the body of Maharaja Nundcoomar herewith sent you 
charged hefoie us on the oaths of Mohnn Persaud, Cammaul-ud-deen Khan, and others with 
feloniously uttering as true a false and counterfeit writing obligatory knowino the same to be 
false and counterfeit in older to defraud the executois of Boilukee Dass, deceased, and him 
safely keep until be shall be discharged by due couise of law 

“ Given under our hands and seals this 6th day of May in the year of Our Lord 177B 


“SC LkMaistk*. 

“John HYDK“t 

Colonel Monson then asked the sheriff upon what authority he committed 
Nundcoomar to prison and he replied that he was not in town and did not 
execute the warrant The Colonel then proceeded to question the deputy 
sheriff as follows — 


“ Q — Did you on this warrant couimit Mahaiaja Nundcoomar to the jail of Calcutta?” 

“ A -I did ” 

“ Q.—Did you not subsequent to that wariant receive a note from Mr. Justice LeMaistre 
acquainting you that it was his opinion that ifaharaja Nundcoomar should be committed to the 
common jail ?” 

“ On receiving the warrant from Mr Justice LeMaistre and Mr Justice Hyde, 
which has now been read, I was going to order it to be put into execution, but Mr Jarrett, 
attorney for Nundcoomar, expressing a desire that he niiglit be sent to some othei place than 
the common jail, and delivering it as his opinion that he might as pioperly be confined in any 
other place, the Judges took it under consideration, and in answer to Mr Jarrett's request 
told him that they were both of opinion he could be nowhere properly confined but m the 
common jail, but that for his satisfaction they would ask the opinion of the Lord Chief Justice 
to whose bouse they were then going In consequence of this I detained Raja Nuudcoomar till 
I knew the Lord Chief Justice's opinion and soon after received a note signed by Mr Justice 
LeMaistre, which I beg leave to produce ” 

“ Upon consultatiou with the Lord Chief Justice, we are all cleaily of opinion that the 
sheriff ought to confine his prisoner in the common gaol upon this occasion ” 

S. C LGMAiaTnE.''t 


Rrancis then asked the Sheriff whether “ he knew what conveniences or 
accommodation Nundcoomar had in the jail” and the Sheriff replied—” He has 
a small room in which the Jailor used to sleep who removed his family on that 
account.” The Deputy Sheriff added ” tliat it was without the prison gate and 
had no commanication with the other people in the jail ”§ A motion was then ^ 
put by Francis and earned that “ the Sheriff and his Deputy he directed to wait 
on the Chief Justice on the part of tins Board and to represent to him the 
situation of the Raja Nundcoomar whose religion, as he hath informed this Board, 
obliges him to deny himself sustenance in the particular circumstances of his 
present confinement, and to desire that the Chief Justice will consider of 
granting the prisoner such relief as may be consistent with the strict security 
of his person to answer to the charges brought against him ”1 

At the meeting of the Council next day, a letter was received from the Shenff 
and Tlnder-Shenff, stating that m obedience to the commands of the Board 


• Seowt Select Commlttee’e I’rooeedlngi, 8tU May 1776, Vd H, page 866. 
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$ '* General Clavenng to the Deputy Sheriff— 

Q.—If It 11 without the gate, it ie not in the pnton 

A -There ore two gatoe to the prison When I raid it woe detached from the plfoc where feloni and debtori were 
kept, I did not mean that it woe not a part of the prison, the jailor's houae la alwaya considered as a part of tao jail 
and adjoint it" Secret Select Committee’a Prooeedinga, Stli May 1776, Vol II, page 870 
II Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 8th May 1776, Vol II, page 871 
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they had waited on the Chief Jnatioe, and laid the oiroomstancea before him; 
and that he in answer had desired them to inform the Board “that Raja Nund* 
ooomar was not committed by him, and that he has no authority to interfere in the 
affair, there being felony expressly charged in the warrant "• A letter was also 
received from the Chief Justice, intimating to the Board—-that before he had 
received their message he “ had been informed that Ntindcoomar had on account 
of his religion refused to take sustenance, and that he had immediately sent his 
munshy to him to acquaint him that he had given strict orders to the keeper 
of the prison that his confinement should in every respect be made as easy as 
possible to him, and to know from him whence his scruples arose. The 
answer returned to me was— that he could not eat nor drtnh in a room where 
Christiana or Mussulmans had been. 1 thought it not proper to refer his case 
to the Judges who committed him merely on his suggestion, and to ascertain tbe 
facts I sent for the Pundits, who are the keepers of the consciences and oracles 
^ of the Gentoos.” The Pundits stated “ that it is no easy matter to lose caste. A 
Brahmin must eat eight times of the meal of a Mussulman before he can lose 
Ills caste.” The Pundits also informed the Chief Justice that they were 
“ unanimously of opinion that if a straw shed was built in the inside of the 
prison-yard separate from any house, the Maharaja after a month’s confinement 
would be obliged to pay Rs. 12 or thereabouts for the purpose of feasting 
the Pundits and Branmins.” Impey pointed out that should the claim of 
Nundcoomar be allowed “ it would be a very heavy burden to the Sheriff 
should he be obliged to provide separate houses for each Brahmin whom it 
might be necessary to confine, and much more so to provide a sufficient 
number of officers to surround these houses to prevent escapes. Many 
Brahmins are now in the common gaol. Men of higher caste than the 
' Maharaja have been confined there None of them have lost their caste, and 
this is the first complaint of the kind.” The Chief Justice also suggested that 
the Judges and not the Council were tho proper persons to whom Nundcoomar 
ought to have applied “ I am happy in this msUnce that the Board has given 
me an opportunity of vindicating tho Judges from any surmise of rigor or 
want of humanity, but must make it my request that the Maharaja may be 
acquainted by the Board that if he has any further application to make for 
relief that he must address himself immediately to tho Judges, who will give 
all due attention to his representations, for, should he continue to address 
himself to the Board, that which will and can only be obtained from principles 
, of justice may have the appearance of being obtained by the means of influence 
and authority, the peculiar turn of mmd of the natives being to expect 
everything from power and little from justice I know 1 shall be pardoned the 
observation, being clearly convinced that the Board would he as cautious in 
furnishing grounds for, as the Judges can be jealous of, incurring the imputa¬ 
tion ”t 

The Board replied to Impey’s letter as follows • “ As the Government 
of the country is vested in us, we consider the natives of it as the 
immediate objects of our care and protection. Having received that peti¬ 
tion from Maharaja Nundcomar, of which we had the honour to send you 
an extract, we thought ourselves bound, not only by our official duty but 
by the obvious dictates of humanity, to communicate it as soon as possible 
to you But in order to prevent that deception which you conceive we 
lay under, we examined the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff with respect to the 
circumstances of the Raja’s confinement, and afterwards put questions to the 
persons who act as President of the Caste Cutcherry in this city, by all which 
we are confirmed in thinking that tbe facts represented by Raja Nundcoomar 
were true, and that his refusal to take sustenance was founded on a sincere 
religious prejudice. We cannot refuse to receive any petitions presented to us, 
and if they relate to the administration of justice we conceive we are bound 
by our duty to communicate them to the Judges.”} Impey answered that 
“ he did not question the authority of the Board in receiving petitions, but 
that he carefully restricted what he said to the individual prisoner. I 

* Secret Select Committee’s Proceodisge, 9th Ms} 1776, Vol 11, p»ge 373 
t Jlid „ psge 376 
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did not desire his petitions should not be'receivedi but when received, if they 
were to rec^mre anything from the Judges of the Court, that the answer given 
to the petitions should be that he must apply himself directly to the Judge. 

This I did to avoid the imputation I there alluded to, which would be 
equally derogatory to the character of the Council as that of the Judges. 

The particular reason which called upon me m this case to make that 
requisition was the reports publicly circulated in this town that, if the Judges 
could not be prevailed upon to release the Maharaja he would be delivered 
by force. These reports I knew to be groundless, but was apprehensive of the 
effects of their gaming credit, especially m the infant state of the court, 
before its authority is sufficiently understood or established It is not sufficient 
that Courts of Justice act independently , it is necessary for the good govern¬ 
ment of a country that they should be believed and known to be above all 
influence 

The Council answered that the reports mentioned by the Chief Justice 
were wholly untrue, and enclosed an affidavit in which they denied that 
they ever entertained an intention to release Nundcoomar by force Hastings 
declined to sign the affidavit, deeming it was unnecessary, but declared his 
“ entire conviction and assurance that no Member of the Board ever conceived 
an intention of using force for the release of Maharaja Nundcoomar from his 
imprisonment ”t 

On the 8th of June the trial of Nundcoomar began before the Chief Tnai of 
Justice, Mr. Justice Chambers, Mr. Justice LeMaistre, Mr. Justice Hyde, and 
a jury consisting of the most respectable European inhabitants, some of 
whom had been long resident in the country and some born in it t The 
prisoner had the privilege of challenging twenty on the panel, and exercised 
it in the cases of eighteen, reading their names out from a paper in bis 
hand Mr Durham was counsel for the Crown, and Mr Farrer, the ablest 
advocate at the bar, for the defence. After a trial which lasted continuously 
for seven days a verdict of guilty was returned A week after the verdict, 
a motion in arrest of judgment was made by Farrer before the full bench, 
but refused, and sentence of death was passed Farrer then got bis junior 
to present to the Court a petition for leave to appeal, but this was also rejected, 
because it did not contain any specifio reasons why an appeal should be 
allowed. The next step he took lu his client’s favour was to prepare a 
petition to the judges for the signature of the jury praying for a respite, 
hut only one juryman consented to sign it Undaunted by want of success 
Farrer prepared another petition which was addressed by N undcoomar to the 
Governor-General in Council, and he suggested that the Council should endorse 
this petition to the Court. But General Clavenng and Colonel Monson re¬ 
fused to entertain the idea, the General assigning as a reason that “ it bad no 
relation whatever to the public concerns of the country, which alone he 
was sent out to transact, and that he would not make any application m 
favour of a man who had been found guilty of forgery, nor indeed did 
he think it would do any good ” The day before ho forwarded his petition to 
the Governor-General in Council Nundcoomar had sent a most piteous letter 
to Francis. He wrote “ All my hopes under God Almighty is m you, there- 
fore most humbly entreat, in the name of God, you will be pleased to intercede 
for me and procure a respite till His Most Gracious Majesty’s pleasure is 
known ” He added: “ As I entirely rely on Your Worship’s endeavour to do 
me all the good you can, I shall not, according to the opinion of the Hindoos, 
accuse you in the day of judgment of neglecting to assist me m the extremity 
I am DOW in ” But Francis took no steps to save the life of his suppliant, 
and on the 6th August 1776 Nundcoomar was hanged § 


* Sir JRtn««F>taijamei Stephen write*—“IhnTe not found the anawer made by the Coonoil to thli letter 

Story of Nundcoomw, page 99 

t Secret Select Committee’* Proceeding*, IBth Hay 1778, Vol 11, png* 878 

1 Maceulnvitate* I “Nundeoonmrwaa brought before SirXlv®* » I®*? corop^ of Enffliehmen " 

MmmiUt could never have read the triel or he would have known that Nnndcoamiir W* tried before Sir lOiJeh Impey 
and three other indge*. which make* a very material difference in forming on Mtlmate of the caee Mr PUj«h Imp^ 
pointed onttbi* fact in the Mcmoiri of hi* Father, but Macaulay had not the genetoeity to oorroot the error Into 
which he wa» led by Mill. Merivale aleo make* no mention of Nundooomar having been tried by four judge* 

< •' But whilat be fHe*ling») wee erpoeing to pnblioity Nondocomar'e infamie* and giving proof of moat of them 
or Indeed of all, it came out that thi* man need to forge bilU of exchange under the hand* and »aal* of eminent men, 
and that after haring imitated their *eali exactly he kept them at home ready at all timea for manufacturing, aa 
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Proceediogi in A.t a meeting of the OouncU held on the 14th of August General Olareting 
iitiotmed the Board *' that on the 4th of- the month a- person calling himself a 
servant of Nundcoomar came to his house and sent an open paper to him. As 
Itimagined that the paper might contain some request that I should take some 
steps to intercede for him, and being resolved not to make any application 
whatever in his favour, I left the paper on my table until the 0th, which was 
the day after his execution, when I ordered it to be translated by my inter- 
preteri As it appears to me that this paper contains several circumstances which 
it may be proper for the Court of Directors aud Her Majesty’s Ministers to be 
acquainted with, I have brought it with me here, and desire that the Board 
will instruct me what I am to do with it.”* It was resolved after some discus¬ 
sion that the paper delivered by the servant of Nundcoomar to General Olavenng 
he produced and read. 

At a meeting of the Council held on the 16th August “ the Persian transla¬ 
tor sent in a correct translation of the document,” and Hastings moved that as it 
” contained expressions reflecting on the character of the Chief Justice and 
Judges of the Supreme Court a copy might be sent to them.” 

“ Mr Francis,—! think that our sending a copy of the Raja Nundcoomar’s address to 
this Board to the Chief Jnstice and the Judges would be giving it mnch more weight than it 
deserves 1 consider the insinuations contained in it against them os wholly unsuppoited aud 
of a libellous nature, and, i£ 1 am not uregolar, in this place 1 would move that oiders should 
be given to the Sheriff to cause the original to be burnt publicly by the hands of the common 
hangman ” 

“Mb Barwbli,—I have no objections to the paper being burnt by the hands of the 
common hangman, but I would dehvei it to the Judges agieeably to the Governor’s proposi¬ 
tion ” 

“CowNKi Monson,—I differ with Mr Barwell in opinion. I think this Board cannot 
communicate the letter to the Judges, if they did, I think they might be liable toapiosecutioii 
for a libel, the paper I deem to have a libellous tendency, and the assertions contained in it 
are unsupported I agree with Mr Francis m opinion that the paper should be burnt under 
the inspection of the Sheriff by the hands of the common hangman ” 

“ General Clavebinq,— I totally disapprove of sending to the Judges the paper, agree¬ 
ably to the Governor-General’s proposition, necause I think it might make the members of the 
Board who sent it liable to a prosecution, and tberefoie agree with Mr Francis that it should 
be delivered to the Sheriff to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman ” 

“The Oovkhnor-Genbral,— I should have 110 objection to any act which should publish 
to the world the sense which this Board entertain of the papei in question, but it does not 
appear to me that such an effect will be pioduced by Mr Francis’s motion The inhabitants 
of this settlement foim but a very small class of that collective body commonly understood by 
that expression of the word The petition itself stands upon our records, through which it will 
find its way to the Court of Direotois, to His Majesty’s Ministers, and in all probability will 
become public tb the whole people of Britain I do not however object to the motion of its 
being buint. ’’ 

“ The Board do not agree to the motion for sending a copy of the address of Maharaja 
Nundcoomar to the Judges, but resolve that orders be sent to the Sheriff, with tlie original let¬ 
ter, to cause it to be burnt publicly by the bands of the common hangman, in a proper place 
for that purpose, on Monday next, declaring it to be a hbel ” 

“ M R. Francis, —I beg leave to observe that by the same channel through which the 
Court of Diiectors and His Majesty’s Ministers oi the nation might be infoiraed of the con¬ 
tents of the paper in question, they must also be informed of the reception it had met with, 
and the sentence passed upon it by this Board 1 therefore hope that its being destroyed in 
the manner proposed will be suffioient to clear the characters of the Judges, so fai as they 
appear to be attacked in that paper, nnd to prevent any possibility of the imputation indirectly 
thrown on the Judges from extending beyond this Board, 1 move that the entry of tbs 
address from Raja Nundcoomar entered on our proceedings of Monday last be expunged-”t 

ocenslon reqntreil, biUi ol aicbsngesnd hoods in aav one's duos nnd hnnd to he heresfter produced st his pleasure, hr 
which iDiquitoui practice he ntad t»keep everyone in ewe o( his dliplMsore j iinongfst these pieces this msniifnc 
tor; he hail forged an obligation bond In favour of Bolakedssi, a banker, at all times of much credit, but who hsd 
acquired a great name in Mir Caffeo-gbsn’a time be had preaented it to the Compaiiy’s cash keeper and had reemved 
the fall amount, which he had kept to himself " • • t • * Neverlheleia, the General's protootioo 

having proved of no avail against crimes that bad been fully ascertained, Nundcoomar underwent bis sentence in the 
manner itated, andoD the seventeenth of Jemsde of the year one thousand one hntidred and eighty-nine hewasdfawn 
up and hanged by the neck His nwney and effects wore registered and then dalivsred to his son Raja Goordas. 
They say that the whole amounted to Mty-two lakhs of uonoy and full as onicb more in effeota and other property 
us hispotIMaion Amongst other atianga things fonnd m his house thara came out a small casket containing tb* 
forged seals of a number of penoni of disttnetlon In consequence of this dktoovsryiUs mslRwus eots wera dfaeged 

to open hght and thsy met with what they welldeserved" Sair nl-Mutikerin, 

* Secret Select Committee's IVoceeduiga, 14th August 1776, pagw 412 ‘ 
t nu 16th 4 ngnst 1776, page 4ia 
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To 


Thb Hok'ble Wabebn Hastikqs, Govemor-General, 

and the Gentlemen of the Council 

“ Hon’bi,® Sir AND Sias.—A paper containing a false, scandalous, and malicious charee 
agamst the Judges of the Supreme Court, produced at your Board, having been by yon di 
okted a libel, and ordered to bo burned by the hands of the common hangman, we Itltrx you 
^r thanks for having shewn so due a sense of this outrage to puhlio justice, but as we mLt 

l« inteiested as wel in the minutes introducing and condemning the paper, as in the paper 

Itself, we find ourselves obliged to desire that you will furnish us with a copy of the hliel, and 
of such minutes which relate to it, as stand on your Consultations, and must theiefore be con- 

tekrnotiofSf to 


Knowing tbe satisfaction His Majesty and bis Ministers, as well as the Hon'ble East 
India Company, who were deeply inteiested in the due adrainistution of justice, must receive 
from the high reputation which the Supreme Court has acquired in .this countiy, we tliought 
we owed it to ourselves and the Slate to tiansmit to you the enclosed papeis that they may 
stand recorded on your Consullations, which we think peculiaily proper at this time, as by 
promulgating the universal sense of this settlement m relation to our conduct, they are a direct 
and public refutation of the libel, and corioborate such of your minutes as tend to vindicate 
our reputations."* 


We are, 

Hok'ble Sir & Sirs, 

Your obedient humble Servants, 

E IMPEY 
ROBT CHAMBERS 
S C. LeMAISTRE. 

" Saa Auguit 1775. JOHN HYDE " 


The papers which the Judges enclosed were no doubt the addresses 
presented to them approving of thoir conduct. The first was by the Grand 
Jury to Impey individually; the second also addressed to Impey personally 
was by the free merchants, free manners and other inhabitants of the town 
of Calcutta, and was signed by eighty-four Europeans f A third address to 
all the Judges was signed by forty-three Armenians, and a fourth was signed 
by about a hundred leading natives of Calcutta and the neighbourhood. 

Francis objected to the addresses being entered, “ because the libel to 
which the papers are said to contain a direct and public refutation has been 
expunged, the original burnt, and I do not believe a copy of it now exists, t 

• Secret Select CoramitUie’e Proceedinge, 4tti September 1776, Vol II, page Hi 
t Mr Beveridge itatei eight wore membert d( the Jury 

" These addresies jar ou the lentiRient which condemni the praUe of penone in power duimg their actual teuure 
of it, but 1 am by no means sure tbnt they do not represent the actual atate ot feeling, both European and Native, 
in Calcutta at that time That they represent European feeling there is no reason to doubt The Europeana were 
quite independ nt ot the Court, and not long afterwards bitterly attacked it An address by natives Is slwayi opin to 
suspicion, hut tho Council had at that time far greater influence over the natives than the Court, which indeed had 
none," Story ot Nundcooiuar by Sir James Fitijamea Stephen, Vol I, p *28. 

t Francis was mistaken Impey produced it and read it mbis defence He said that Hastings " thought it no 
more than common justice to the Jnugei to give it to me, and as it was in tbe Secret llopartmont of tbe Government 
he delivered it to me under an oath of aecrecy not to disclose it In India oioept to tbe Judges Except to them it has 
not been disclosed to this day, wheu it is called forth by necessity for my defence " Story of Nundtoomar by Sir 
James Fitajames Stephen, Vulume II, page 95 

A facsimile of the petition is printed in Impey’s Memoirs, page 417 The petition states—" For the fault of tepro 
seating at thia time a jnit fact which for tho interest of tbe King and tho relief of the people I in a ininll degree 
matle Snowo, many English gentlemen have become my enemies, and, having no other means to conceal their own 
actions, deeming my destruction of tbe ntmost expediency for tbemselvea, revived an old affair of Mohnn Puraand’i 
which had formerly been repeatedly found to ho false, and the Oovemor, knownig Mohnn Puraaud to be a note 
rloiu bar, turned him opt of bis house, and tbomselves becoming bis aider* and abettors, and Lord Impey and the 
other Justioci have tried me by tbe English laws which are contrary to the customs of this country, in which there was 
never any suoh administration of justice before, and taking the evidence of my enemies in proof of my crime have 
condemned me to death But by my death the King's justice will let tho actloni of no person remain concealed, 
and now that the hour of death approaches I shall not tor the sake of thus world he regardless of the next, but 
represent the truth to the gentlemen of the Council The forgery of the bond, ot which I am accused, never pro- 
eeeded from me Many principal people ot this country, who wore acquainted with m\ honeaty, frequently requested 
of tbe Judges to suspend my execution tall the King’s pleasure should be known, but this they refused aud nn- 
justly take away my life For God’s sake, gentlemen of the Council, you who are jnit, and whose words are truth, let 
me not undergo this injury, but wait tbe King’s plsasure If I im liiaply put to death I will with my family demand 
wtiosin the next life," 


Letter from tho 
Judges 
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His Majesty's Ministers and the Hon'ble East India Company should be 
informed of the high reputation which the Supreme Court has acquired in 
this country,” It was resolved by the ma 3 ority “that the enclosures in the 
letter from the Supreme Court be not inserted on the records of the Board,” 
and “that the Judges be not furnished with copies of the minutes upon the 
libel.” A few months after Francis had borne evidence as to the high 
reputation which the Supreme Court bad acquired in the country, and had 
moved that the petition of Nundcoomar be burnt on account of its being a libel 
on the Court, he began to make insinuations against the integrity of the 
Judges. In the Consultation of the 26th January will be found a minute 
signed by Clavering, Monson and Francis, but evidently written by the last, 
in which occur the following remarks — 

*' After the death of Nundcoomai, the Governor, I believe, is well assured that no man 
^ who regards his own safety will venture to stand forth as his aceusei On a subject of this 
delicate nature it becomes us to leave eieiy honest man to his reflections It ought to be made 
known, howevei, to the Knglish nation that the foigery of which the llaja was accused must 
have been committed sevei-al years ago, that in the mteiim he had been protected and em« 
ployed by Mr. Hastings, iltat his sou was appointed to one of the flist offices in tlie Nabob's 
household with a salary of one lakh of rupees, and that the accusation which ended in his 
destruction was not pioduced until he came forwatd and biought a specific chaige agiinst the 
Governor of corruption in his office If Mr Hastings had been caieful of his own honour, 
we think he would not have apjieared himself as the prosccntoi of liis accusei, and that be 
would haie exerted hia lufluenee with Mohiin Persaiid to suspend the other prosecution until be 
had proved the falsehood of the chaiges brought against himself by Nundcoomai As things 
aie now ciicumstunced the world may perhaps conclude that this man was too formidable a 
witness to be sufCeied to appear, and that any degiee of odium or suspicions winch the violent 
measures taken to destioy him might throw on the Oovernoi’s cliaractei, was not to be 
weighted against the danger of his proving the truth of his accusations 

Hastings, as his correspondence with the Court of Directors clearly proves, 
made use of the services of Nundcoomar because be was commanded to do so by 
the Court of Directors, and he employed lus son for the same reason His prose¬ 
cution of Nundcoomar for conspiracy was an act of legitimate self-defence, and it 
would have been an act of doubtful propriety for the Governor of a province to 
have used his influence to suspend the prosecution of a criminal chaige It is 
extremely probable, as Francis stated, that if Nundcoomar “ had never stood 
forth m politics his other offences would not have hurt him ” If he had not 
attacked Mohun Persaud before the majority who he believed were supreme 
iu the state, Mohun Persaud might never have pressed the charge of for¬ 
gery But if the evidence of Fairer is trustworthy,t and it is the evidence 
of a hostile witness who was the advocate of Nundcoomar and a close friend 
of Francis, the criminal proceeding grew naturally out of the pievious civil 
suit. There has never been produced a particle of evidence to connect Has¬ 
tings with the forgery suit, but on the other hand we have his own solemn 
assertion that he had neither prompted nor encouraged it He stated “1 have 
declared on oath before the Supreme Court of Justice that I neither advised nor 
encouraged the prosecution of Maharaja Nundcoomar. It w^ould have ill become 
the first magistrate m the Settlement to have employed bis influence either to 
promote or dissuade it For the death of Nundcoomar Hastings can in no way 
be held accountable, but Francis and his colleagues, wdio possessed supreme 
pow er, might have saved his life by asking the Supreme Court to grant Ins prayer 
that the execution of the sentence should be suspended pending a reference to 
England § Not on Hastings but on the triumvirate must rest the responsibility 
of the death of the culprit Nundcoomar 


• Secret Select Committee’e Proceedings, 85th Jenuary 17W, Vol 11, *?6 

tMr Boieiidge gives retsons fop quBstiomnif Furor’s memory, but it sooms highly iBiprobeble thit »n sdvocate 
who plsjed so lesdiiig n port in so important a case should forget Ae oircumstauces conuected with it 

t The motives of delicncy which Hastings averred be felt on the subject were whollj beyond the ocnccpiion of 
Iranois To linu it wns onlv natural that Hastings should use bis Influence sgalnst Nundcoomar, because Pranoii 
argued that the moie he dislilted Hastings the wider his grounds of quarrel with him were the more natural was it 
that he should be his asssilnut and the reason for the Hooie of Common! excluding him by their vote from a place 
eurpassedtbe pan era of compreheuiion, {Statesmen of the time of George 111 by Lord Urougnam, 


§ ' Vrancli gave as an excuse for not applying to the Court the complaint wade by the Court that it wu uncoh- 
ftituUcnm to address a Court of Justice on matters judicially before it by letter, and not by petition or motive iu open 
t^urt He must either have overlooked or wilfully refuted to notice the broad distinction between writing a letter to 
the tonit on a matter judicially before them, and writing oa a matter m which they bad to exercise an executive 
discretion The latter is u natural and proper a« the fonaw is unconstitutional The Home SecreUry in England 
wnstantly corresponds with individual Judges as to applleatdons for pardons He would never dream of writing to a 
^ of duties Any such application would have to be made by CouMCl w Court" 

(’I he Story of Nundooomer by Sir PitsJjam Stophoa, Vol J page 880 ) 
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Shortly after Nundcoomar had been committed for trial, a despatcli arrived Malratta 
Kom the Bombay Government announcing that they had made a treaty with 
Raghoba, the claituant to the throne of the Peshwa, by which he agreed to 
code Salsette and Bassein to the English m consideration of being himselt 
restored to Poona. Hastings pronounced the treaty unseasonable, impolitic, 
unjust, and unauthorised. “It is unseasonable because the treaty was formed 
with Raghoba at a time in which he appears to have been totally abandoned 
bv hi8 former adherents. It was impolitic because it threw the whole burthen 
of the war on the Company without a force at the command of the Piesidency 
equal to the undertaking, without money or certain resources, and because 
it was undertaken without any regaid to the general interest of the other 
settlements of the Company in India. It was unjust because they had 
received no injury from any part of the Mahratta State which could authorise 
their interfering m their mutual dissensions, nor were under any actual 
ties to assist Raghoba ”* Though Hastings condemned the tieaty, he took a 
statesman's view of the position, and felt that to withdraw abruptly after having 
entered into positive engagements with one party, and offended the other pei- 
liaps beyond hopes of reconciliation, might be attended with greater danger 
than prosecuting the original design and oven with national dishonour He 
therefore proposed that—“The Piesident and Council of Bombay bo peremjito- 
nly enjoined to cancel the treaty with Raghoba, and to withdraw the detach- 
ment immediately to their own possessions by whatever means may be m 
their power, unless any of the following cases may have occurred " — 

” Ut —That they shall have obtained any decisive advantage over the 
enemy, ” 

“ That the detachment shall have proceeded to such a distance, or be 
in such a situation, as to make it dangerous either to retreat or go on," 

“ 3rd —That a negotiation shall have taken place between Raghoba and 
hia opponents in consequence of the support afforded by this alliauce.”t 

Francis entirely agreed “ with the Governor-General in disapproving of the 
conduct of the Government of Bombay, and m protestmg against all the con¬ 
sequences which may attend itbut he added “ I think that their engaging 
the Company’s troops on distant inland expeditions, especially without any 
determinate object for their operations, or limitation of time for their services, 
ought not to receive the least countenance or authority from us, and that we 
ought to insist upon their recalling the troops without any consideration but 
that of their safe retreat.” § 

It was agreed by the majority that “ the troops he ordered to be recalled 
without any exception but the single consideration of their safety ”|1 

The Bombay Government obeyed the commands of the Supremo Govern¬ 
ment and ordered the forces who had won the hard-fought battle of Arra»s 
into British territory, but the President wrote a dignified protest against 
their action. He declared that he and his coUeagues considered the welfare 
of the Presidency entirely depended on their preventing the island of 
Salsette from again falhng into the hands of the Portuguese, and “in 
this situation we are of opinion policy absolutely required that we^ should side 
with one of the contending parties in the Mahratta State, that it might be recon¬ 
ciled to our motives for that attack, and to our continuing in possession of that 
island. This necessity being allowed, justice doubtless required that we should 
take part with Raghoba, the Peshwa, and in duty to our employee we made this 
deoisiou as advantageous to them as possible, as we think is evident from the 
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treatyThey proceeded to inform the Governor-General that they had deputed 
Mr William Taylor, “ a member of our Board, to visit Calcutta in order, more 
fully than can be done by letter at so great a distance, to represent to your 
Honor and Council the motives for all our proceedings, tlie present situation 
of affairs, with the danger and discredit that must attend our tieaty being cun- 
celled, and Raghoba deserted ?” Mr Taylor on reaching Calcutta wrote a very 
full and able letter reviewing Mahratta affairs, but liis arguments had no effect 
on the Supreme Government They informed him that " after duly con¬ 
sidering the representations which you have been pleased to deliver to us, we 
are confirmed m our opinion of the expediency of the Company's troops being 
immediately recalled from the service of Raghoba to their own g.iirison?” 
They also declared their intention of deputing an agent of their own, Colonel 
Upton, to negotiate with the ruling ministerial party at Poona. At hist the 
pretensions of the ministry at Poona were so great that it was impossible 
to make any settlement with them, and on the 7th March the Supreme 
Government, thinking that Colonel Upton’s negotiations had ho“n entirely 
broken off, wrote to the Bombay Government to renew hostilities They said— 
“We think it necessary to take the earliest oppoitunity to release you tiom the 
restrictions which wo formerly laid upon your operations, and to provide every 
means in our power for carrying on the war in conjunction with Raghoba with 
vigour’’ The treaty of Purandhar however, to the disappointment of the 
Governor-General and the Bombay Government, had been signed before the 
letter was written. “The treaty of Purandhar,” writes Warren Hastings to a 
fnend, “ was executed the 1st March 1776 I disapproved of it ?” 

The treaty established peace between the British Government and the minis¬ 
terial party, and dissolved the alliance with Raghoba It proved, however, only a 
temporary and hollow truce. The Bombay Government continued to give protec¬ 
tion to Raghoba, and the Mahrattas delayed and evaded the concessions they had 
made. It was impossible that any treaty which left Salsette in the hands of the 
English would meet with the approval of the patriot party m the capital of the 
Deccan. Two years passed in appeals from the Bombay and Poona authorities 
to the Governor-General in Council, and m ineffectual though earnest endea- 
vouis on their part to reconcile them. Then a new feature was added to the 
dispute by the arrival of the Chevalier de St. Lubm at Poona Nana 
Fadanavis, the great Mahratta statesman who had strenuously obstructed the 
fulfilment of the treaty, immediately attached himself to the Chevalier. The 
British Envoy complained that “ indeed m every respect they paid the greatest 
attention to the French ?” And M de St Lubm was received with great 
pomp by the Peshwa when he delivered his credentials, “ being letters from the 
King and Ministers of France." The mam oh 3 ect of the Chevalier was to 
establish a factory, supported by a military force, at Poona, and to obtain a sea¬ 
port near Bombay f If he had succeeded the French would have regained their 
former importance in India, and the English would have had to battle with 
them, supported by all the powers and resources of the Mahratta Empire, for 
supremacy m the East. The Bombay Government rightly remarked “ if time 
is given to the French for the French Ministry to take their measure, and to 
supply Nana with a body of forces, we can expect nothing hut a repetition of 
the scene of wars and intrigues formerly acted on the coast of Coromandel, 
which will certainly be fatal to the influence of the English on this coast, and 
may end in our total subversion ’’ At this critical time the rivalry between 
Sakaram Bapu, the aged premier, and his younger associate Nana Fadnavis 
created a division in the Poona Cabinet, and the former made overtures for the 
assistance of the Company to restore Raghoba to Poona. The Bombay 
Government resolved “ that if a formal application were made it might cer¬ 
tainly with the utmost justice be considered as an application from the Mah- 
ratta State and treated accordingly. as Sakaram Bapu is the Divan, or first officer 
of the Government, and the pnncipal person with whom Colonel Upton con¬ 
cluded the late treaty on behalf of the State he being the Minister first named 
in the treaty ” It was also ordered that “ the resolution be immediately for¬ 
warded to the Governor-General and Council, who, we flatter ourselves, will do 
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justice to our motives, and afford their approbation and support to the step 
we have taken, and to the measures we may lurther pursue.’* The approbation 
and support of the Supreme Government were, after a stormy debate, gained 
only by the casting rote of Hastings, who owing to the death of General 01a» 
venng hti<l recorered his asoendancy m Council. Francis and Wheler con. 
demned tire resolution as illegal, unjust, and impolitic They argued that it was 
illegal because it was taken without the sanction of the supreme authority; 
unjust because it was contrary to tho treaty of Purandbar, and impolitic 
because it involved the English in the dangers and burdens of war Hastings 
and Harwell aigued that the emergency justified the illegality, that it was 
not contrary to the treaty because the principal parson with whom the treaty 
had been made had proposed it, and that it was not impolitic because it would 
give the English permanent influence in the Mahratta Empire After consider- 
able discussion and after minutes of considerable ability and force had been 
dictated and read at the Council Board both by Francis and Hastings, the fol¬ 
lowing mam resolutions were adopted that the President and Council of 
Bombay are warranted by the Treaty of Purandbar to jom in a plan for 
conducting Ragbundthrdo to Poona on tlie application of the ruling part of 
the administration of the Mahratta State, tliat a supply of money, to the 
amount of ten lakhs of rupees, be immediately granted to the President and 
Council of Bombay, that military assistance be sent to tho Presidency A 
force under Colonel Leslie was ordered to cross tho Continent, and place itself 
under the orders of the Government of Bombay 

On the 8tli June a letter reached the Board from Colonel Leslie informing 
them that he had met with some slight opposition from the Mahrattas, ana 
Francis took advantage of the occurrence to propose, with thepeitinacity which 
distinguished him, tliat *' the expedition bo alisolutely countermanded, and 
Colonel Leslie’s command of course dissolved as soon as he has quartered his 
troops on this side the Jumna m the best manner the season will permit.’’* 

Before the proposition could bo discussed news of a veiy grave nature 
reached the Board, The Bombay Government wrote to them—“ It is with much 
concern we acquaint you that by the London QazeUe of the 16th December 
just received Irom Bassora, ne learn that General Burgoyno with Ins whole 
army, consisting of 3,600 fighting men, was comjiellcd to surrender to General Genetal Burgoj« 
Gates on the 14th of October on condition of being transported to England 
from Boston, and not to serve again in America during the war. General 
Howo remains m possession of Philadelphia with which place the fleet have m 
vain endeavoured to open a communication, and three of our ships liave been des¬ 
troyed m the attempts, vtz , the Augusta, of 64 guns, the Roe^ck, of 44, and 
the Merton of 16. General Washington was encamped witbm a few miles from 
Philadelphia, and the Congress had removed to Lancaster. General Clinton with 
a small army had proceeded up the nver of New York and had met with some 
success ”t Francis requested his colleagues to consider “ whether the unfor¬ 
tunate event m America ought not tohave a general influence upon our measuies 
here, whether this be a season for hazarding offensive operations of any kind, 
and whether policy and prudence do not plainly dictate to us that while the 
nation is so deeply engaged and pressed on one side, with everything to appre¬ 
hend from the designs of France and Spam on the other, we should stand on 
our defence, and not weaken or divide the force on which tho safety ot Bengal 
may depend.'’t Hastings replied with the force and dignity which he could com¬ 
mand when occasion required—" I hope that our affairs m America are not in 
the desperate situation in which they are described to be, but I see no con¬ 
nection between them and the concerns of this Government, much less can 
I agree that with such superior advantages as we possess over every power 
which can oppose us, we should act merely ou the defensive and abruptly stop 
the operation of a measure of such importance to the national interests and to 
the national safety as that in which we have now decidedly engaged, with the 
eyes of all India turned upon it. On the contrary, if it be really true that 
the British arms and influence have suffered so severe a chock in the Western 
world, it 18 the more incumbent on those who arc charged with the interest 

• Scoret Select Ccmmittee’c ProseeiUng*, lUh lime IMS Volome 11, pnge 62S 

I Jbtd aind June 1778, „ page 680 

1 IM » » P'S® ®8a 

* a2 



IHmi>UCTIOK. 


ill 

of Great Britain in the East to exert themielTes for the retneyal of the 
national loss.*’* 

Bwjuuitionon On the 7th of July 1778, the Gorornment “received intelligence, by way 

CheyiSing of Suez, that wat was declared by the Court of Eranee against England on 
the 30th of March last “f A Council was immediately held, and Hastings, 
after bringing forward various measures concerning the defence of the city 
and province, proposed that—“ Raja Cheyt Sing be required in form to 
contribute his sliare of the burthen of the present war by consenting to 
the establishment of three regular battalions of sepoys, to be raised and main¬ 
tained at his expense ” t Francis acquiesced in the proposal, but suggested 
that Cheyt Sing “should be informed that this additional charge will not 
be imposed upon him beyond the continuance of the present war.'’§ Has¬ 
tings remarked that “the qualification proposed was consonant to my in¬ 
tention on the question and implied in itbut he could not agree to have 
any specific words added to the proposition as the matter involved a grave 
principle “I agreed," he stated, “to add to the question the following 
^oids—‘and to he disbanded at the end of the war," but perceiving that 
the difference in our opinions upon this subject arises, not from a disagreement 
respecting the requisition simply considered by itself, but from a different 
understanding of the right of the Company to exact, under any pressure of 
affairs, more than the sum stipulated by the suunud granted to Cheyt Sing 
and the kubbnoliat given by bira m return, I must therefore adhere to the 
question as it stands, wishing to avoid the question of right If however we 
cannot agree upon this point, still, I would wish to have the requisition made 
in the words of the question, and leave the decision of future right to our 
superiors "j| At the close of the debate Hastings again reiterated his opinion 
as to the right of the paramount power to make the demand His words 
were—*' I agree to the question in the original terms of it, deeming it a right 
inherent in every Government to impose such assessment as it judges expedient 
for the common service and protection of all its subjects, and we are not 
precluded from it by any agreement subsisting between the Raja and this 
Government It was “ resolved that the Raja Cheyt Sing be required in 
form to contribute his share of the burthen of the present war, by the 
establishment of three regular battalions of sepoys to be raised and maintained 
at his expense, and the Governor-General is requested to write to him to that 
effect ’’•* 

ch»adern»eoie Tliougli no formal intimation of the war with the French bad reached Ben¬ 
gal, Hastings determined, by a decisive stroke, to take possession of the French 
settlements in India A force was immediately despatched to demand the sur¬ 
render of Chandernagore, and on the 10th of July Colonel Dow wrote to the 
Board —“ In obedience to your demands, I took possession of the French Fac¬ 
tory at Chandernagore thjs morning at 10 o’clock. As I found various pre¬ 
tensions of delay were made, not admissible by the tenor of my oiders, I was 
under the necessity of ordering the Company’s troops to advance within the 
barrier where a guard of sepoys was posted under the command of a French 
officer On this occasion the enemy’s guards of the barrier having fired by 
order of their officer, without effect, a platoon was returned which killed four 
sepoys and wounded three or more. This accident was unavoidable. The 
guard dispersed and the troops entered the town of Chandernagore, where every¬ 
thing was afterwards conducted with the greatest regularity.’°tt A letter was 
also received from Monsieur Hoequart, late Commandant of Chandernagore, 
demanding that the Board should accept certain specific articles of capitulation 
proposed by him, and expressing a hope that the inhabitants would be well 
treated He also desired to be acquainted “ with the reasons for the violence 
and force which you have used towards the French nation in whose name 1 
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speak to you.”* To bis letter the Board sent the following reply. “The 
instructions which we have given to Lieutenant-Oolonel Dow being grounded 
on certain information that a war was declared by the Court of Great Britain 
against France on the 18th of last March, and by that of France against England 
on the 30th of the same month, we cannot depart from them We beg leave, 
however, to acquaint you that it forms a part of our orders to Colonel Dow to 
treat the inhabitants of Chandernagore with all possible lenity and tenderness. 

We have no doubt he will attend to this in 3 unclion as far as may be consistent 
with their present situation and the usages of war m such cases “t The Freucli 
Commander in reply reminded the Couneil that they “ make no manner of 
answer to the ten articles in my letter ” and added—“ I do not think that requir- 
lag of the inhabitants the keys of their goilowns and waiehouses where he 
himself goes to take inventories (a commission beneath the rank he holds) 

IS a mark of milduess and attention The Governor-General replied—“ We did 

not think it necessary to answ'er specifically to the different articles which you 
had proposed to our coiisideiation, because the circumstances under which the 
town of Chandernagore was surrendeied did not appear to be those of a capitu¬ 
lation ”§ 

The merchants of Chandernagore also addressed an indignant remonstrance 
to the English Commandant They put forward an ingenious and plausible 
argument that they should be unmolested because “ the English settled m 
France have peaceably exerted their industry m times of war, and the same in¬ 
dulgence has been granted to the French settled in England ” “ We think, Sir,” 
they wrote, “ this latter situation with some exceptions to be nearly that which we 
have m Bengal We have no other circulations than the moneys which your 
Governmeut com, we know no laws but those which you impose on us Our 
Government, faithful to its treaties, has only established an administration at 
Chandernagore to give some sanction to our existence and to judge our differ¬ 
ences according to our civil laws If ne had not thought. Sir, that such was our 
existence m Bengal, and if our interests, blended with those of the English, 
had not strengthened us in this opinion, we should never have abandoned our¬ 
selves to your discretion, in exercising our industry in a country at 60 leagues 
distance from the sea, and surrounded on all sides by your troops in which, 
making saciiflce of our properties, we have not even the hope of sheltering 
our liberty ”|1 The English Commandant with graceful flattery was regarded as 
one “well acquainted with everything appertaining to histoiy”and he was 
reminded of the generous treatment that an English ship of w'ar received from 
the Governor of Havannah “ The history which relates this fact makes no 
mention of the Governor’s having been blamed by his Court, and all Europe 
admired the like conduct So much is the law of nations superior to that 
of war”1[ 

Colonel Dow forwaided the letter from the merchants to the Supremo 
Council, and they dnected that all reasonable indulgence should “ be shown to 
them m the full and free possession of their houses 

A devspatch was sent to Madras announcing the war with the I'rench,and5£jJ“/,y„j 
deslrmg that immediate steps should be taken for the capture of Fondicheiry Maiii 
and of Mali^. It must have reached its destmation with unusual expedition, 
for according to a letter dated the 8th of August “ the troops that had been 
encamped near Conjeveram, consisting of two battalions of Europeans, three 
companies of artillery, and six battalions of sepoys with sixteen six-pounders, 
encamped on the Bed Hills, withm 4 miles of Pondicherry, and were intended 
to prevent any succour being thrown into the fort ”tt More troops, battering 
cannon, and all sort of stores had however to he brought from Madras, Vellore, 

Taniore, and Trichinopoly, and many days elapsed beforfe anything could be 
done “On theSlst August some cannon and stores being arrived, and the 
fort and its environs having been examined, it was resolved to carry on two 

• Secret Select Cominittee’i Prooeedmgi. llth July 1778, Vol-ti* II, pejfe 646 

Ih%d >. 

IM » P»«ea47 

Ihid .. !*»« 

Hid 14t)i July 177a VoluBW il, pt^e B61 

Ihd .. 

IM « fiW 

nut 80lh SoTember 1778, Volume II, pngc 66a 


I 

! 

I 



INlROJDrBCrlOlf. 


% 

attacks. The one to the QorthvaTd against the north-west bastion, the otb ^r 
to the southward against the bastion called Dauphin; a battery was begun to 
be erected this night on the soutk>west to enfilade their works, to contain 
four 24-pounder3 and some mortars. The enemy fired continually on this 
work, but on the 4Lh September the battery was completed.” On the 6th 
September the besiegers “ broke ground to the northward and in the night 
drew a parallel within six hundred yards of the town •••* On the morning 
of the 18th September all the batteries opened. The fire from the fort was 
very heavy on all sides, but towards the evening our batteries had appa¬ 
rently the advantage and the enemy’s fire decreased greatly ” The approaches 
both on the north and south side were carried forward with unremitting vigour, 
but the vigilance and fire of tbe enemy, and the violent rams retarded the 
progress of the operations. “ On the 14tb October the bridge of boats that 
was intended to be used for the passage of the ditch on the south attack being 
completed, and a float being prepaied for the same purpose to the northward. 
It was intended to assault the place about 8 o’clock m the morning on the 
16th. But about 11 in the forenoon the water forced itself into the gallery with 
such violence that it broke down and damaged some of the boats • • • 

• • . Though the assault could not take place yet an attack was made on the 
ravelin to tbe northward about 2 o’clock in the morning, the ravelin was 
surprised, and the enemy’s paity of 22 Europeans were mostly killed, wounded, 
or taken prisoners Some sepoys escaped, as did some Europeans. We spiked 
four cannon and four mortars, destroyed a good many arms, and a quantity 
of ammunition The 16th the gallery was repaired, and it was resolved to 
assault the place next morning, and the necessary orders were to have been 
given to the troops in the evening, but about 11 m the forenoou Monsieur 
De Vellite, Aide-de-Oamp to Major-General Bellecomhe, came with a flag of 
truce from the fort ”• The besiegers by the generosity of their terms bore 
witness to the gallantry of the besieged The garrison were allowed to march 
out with all the honours of war, and at the request of General Bellecomhe 
tlie regiment of Pondicherry was allowed to retain its colours After a lapse 
of some mouths the fortifications were destroyed, The French now retained 
m India nothing but Mahd, and on the 13th May 1779 the Governor-General 
received a letter from Fort St George announcing the surrender of that 
place. The Madras Government also enclosed a letter from Hyder All strongly 
protesting against an attack on a French factory situated m his dominions 
He had a month previously written direct to the Governor-General as follows — 
“ I see what you write concerning your intentions against the French factory of 
Mali4. In my country there are factories belonging to the English, Dutch, 
Portuguese, Danes, and French, and besides them there are many merchantb 
here who are considered as my subjects; if any one entertains designs against 
those traders I will without doubt take the best and most considerate method 
to give them assistance. If you are not already acquainted with this, you may 
inform yourselves of those who have been long members of your Council.”t 
The growing hostility of Hyder threw a new and formidable difiBculty in the 
way of Hastings and the faction within the Council, as well as the exhaustion of 
the treasury, added bitterness to the miserable result of the war. The attempt 
to push into the heart of the Mahratta dominion with a small army had ended 
in disaster and disgrace. But the hour of danger is the opportunity of heroes 
General Goddard, a soldier of courage and capacity, on hearing of the defeat of 
the Bombay troops, marched nis detachment from Bundlecund to Surat, a dis¬ 
tance of three hundred miles in twenty days, and by his timely arrival saved the 
Bombay Presidency from tbe grave danger which threatened it and restored the 
reputation of tbe British arms.t The Supreme Government, on hearing the news 
of tbe disgraceful Convention of Wargaum, which saenfioed all the acquisitions 
obtained since the first war and gave hostages to a victorious enemy, immediately 
disavowed it and directed General Goddard to open a fresh negotiation with 
the Mmisters of tbe Mahratta State on the basis of the Treaty of Purandhar, 
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provided they would recede from the pretensions wliicli they had acquired by the 
late convention and would agree not to admit any French force to their domi¬ 
nions, nor allow that nation to form any establishment on the Mabratta coast • 
The Mahrattas would not make peace on these terms, and on the 1st of 
January 1780 the war was renewed. 

To divide the Mabratta strength and divert it from General Goddard, 
Hastings determined to despatch a small force to protect the teiTitory of the 
Ra]a of Gohud lying on the Jumna, sixty miles south-east of Agra, trom the 
encroachments ot Sindia The detachment under the command of Major 
Popham advanced m February, and after expelling the Mahrattas from Gohud 
assaulted and captured the fortress of Lahar It was however felt that the force 
was too small to materially divert the Mabratta stiength, and it was therefore 
proposed that a larger force under Major Carnac should be sent to invade 
Mahdajee Sindia’s country and to attack his capital. This pioposition was 
vigorously opposed by Francis and Wheler in a minute dated 19th June 
1780. They opposed it on the ground of expense, the time chosen, and because 
they considered that “ a peace was indispensably necassary to save the India 
Company, and every interest connected with theirs, fiom tlie greatest distress if 
not certain ruin.”t Hastings replied that “the rainy seasonis no impediment 
to our troops, but a great one to the Mahrattas, which consisted only of cavalry.” 
The objection made to the expense,” he admitted, “ is a material one, but 
a vigorous assertion,” he remarked, “ cannot be made without expense, nor 
can the war cither be concluded honourably or prosecuted successfully without 
such an exertion Feeble measuies and advances for peace will but add to the 
strength and presumption of oni adveisaries, discomage our friends, and perhaps 
induce them to become parties against us The lesouices of this Government, 
exhausted as they are, and withheld from it by its internal imbecility, are yet 
equal to every probable contingency of the present war, if it is conducted on 
a consistent plan, and that not barred by desultory votes of Council on every 
measure for its piosecution ”{ As the mam arguments of liis opponents were 
drawn from the low state of the treasury and the inability of the Government 
to support the expense of the expedition, Hastings, after pointing out that the 
pay and batta of the troops would be the same whether they remained ip 
then oiiginal quarters, or marched to the capital of Sindia, stated—“ The con¬ 
tingencies of the detachment are therefore the only expense that can be reason¬ 
ably charged to the expedition These I rate far below two lakhs of rupees. 
That burn I offer toexintributc to this disbursement I have already deposited it 
witliin a small amount in the hands of the Sub-Treasurer, and I beg that the 
Foard will permit it to be accepted for that service ”§ Hastings communicated 
the fact of having advanced this money to lus friend Sullivan m a letter dated 
30th August 1780. He wrote—“Do not be surprised, nor misinterpret my 
intention. 1 had no secret view of catching the public applause by an ostenta¬ 
tious display of supererogatory virtue, and the temporary sacrifice of my 
ow'n fortune in the hopes of future repayment; the money was not my own, 
it was a peace offering from the Eaja of Benares, which be had deputed his 
most confidential servant to Calcutta to make to me, and to solicit my pardon 
for all bis past offences. I gave the man assurances of my forgiveness, but 
refused to accept the money, and he was on the point of returning when these 
debates in our Council began. It occurred to me to convert it to a public use, 
I gave him an opportunity of repeating the offer, and accepted it, directing it to 
be delivered to Mr. Croftes, our Sub-Treasurer, and him to receive it as a deposit 
in my name It basdince been re-coined, and turns out about two lakhs of sicca 
rupees. I believe 1 shall communicate this fact to the Court of Directoi^; but 
if I do not, I give you permission to make what use of the above relation pf it you 
think proper, declaring upon my honour that I never will reclaim the money, 
and that 1 disclaim any title to it as I should not have taken it, but for 
and on the occasion Which induced me to receive it, or one similar to it 
Hastings did communicate the fact to the Court of Directors. In a letter to 
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them, dated 29th of November 1780, he wrote—“The money was not my own, 
and I neither could, nor would have received it, but for your benefit.” 

The acceptance of this present was one of the charges of bribery brought 
against Hastings, but after the various and frank avowals which he made of 
having received it, it is impossible to believe that he could have had an idea of 
converting it to his own use. He ordered it to be deposited m his name because he 
was averse to his opponents in Council having any power over its disbursement, 
and for the same reason he worded his offer in such a manner as to lead them to 
suppose that he meant to give it from his own fortune. The perpetual dissensions 
in Council and the almost unremitted opposition made to the measures proposed by 
Hastings induced him to do many unconstitutional acts which he would not have 
done had he been free and unshackled If he received sums of money without the 
consent of his colleagues, it must be borne in mind that he also expended sums 
of money without their participation or consent. He paid without their know¬ 
ledge three lakhs of rupees for the uninterrupted passage of our army to the coast 
Hastmgs had also often to spend sums of money on secret service which he had 
every reason to believe the majority would oppose. When Prancis left India 
and the opposition ceased, the sums of money which Hastings received were 
earned to the public accounts without delay, and without any circuitous pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Oppootion of Francis and Wheler persisted in their opposition to Hastings’ proposals 

regarding the conduct of the war, and Francis wrote an able and comprehensive 
eoudwit of th« Fir minute in which he attacked vigorously the whole war policy of Hastings. 

“ The Governor-General,” he writes, “talksof friends who may be discouraged, 
and who perhaps may be induced to become parties against us We wish that the 
names of those friends had been mention^. We do not know that this Gov¬ 
ernment has a single friend or ally in India m the true sense of friendship and 
alliance, winch supposes the power of giving assistance and a disposition to 
give it ”* Francis aid not deny that feeble measures and advances for peace may 
give strength and presumption to their adversaries, but he added—“ We never 
meant to propose feeble measures, which necessarily defeat themselves nor yet 
do we approve of vigorous measures, in the sense in which vigour has been hitherto 
understood, because we are convinced that this Government is unable to sup¬ 
port them, and that if they could be supported a short time longer they would 
not bring us nearer to our object Before the commencement of the war we 
foresaw and foretold the principal consequences that would attend it We now 
judge of it by its effects, which we hope will be considered, though every other 
sort of argument should continue to be disregarded ”t 
Ducuhioii The tone of the minute and the taunt of failure could not fail to rouse 

iXtio"tfi»ptweed of Hastings. His anger was increased by the belief that Francis 

to Eogiaod was guilty of a gross breach of faith. At a meeting of the Council held on the 
26th January 1779 Hastings had delivered a minute in which he discussed 
the intimation given by Mr. Harwell of his intention to return to England. 
He stated it would be fatal to the success of the Mahratta war if it were known 
at Poona and Nagpur that the powers of the Government were “ on the eve of 
devolving to two Members, who have invariably opposed m every stage of its 
progress the plan which has been publicly adopted for the support of the Com- 
pany’s interest on the western side of India, and who, it is universally believed, 
will seize the first means which are offered to them to defeat and annul it alto¬ 
gether” He added—"A Member of this Government entrusted with the 
guardianship of the Company’s interests, and of the honour of the British 
name in India, has not scrupled to propose that we should make an abject 
submission to the honourable possessors of the feeble Government of Poona, 
acknowledging our past faults with a promise of amendment and humbly 
entreating their permission for the safe retreat of pur army from Berar to its 
confines,” and he supported this statement by quoting some remarks made by 
Francis m a recent minute. Hastings then in the most emphatic manner implored 
Harwell not to carry out his intention of proceeding to England. “ I do therefore 
conjure Mr Barwell.hothhy that zeal which he has hitherto so steadily mani¬ 
fested for the interests of our common masters, and even by the ties of a 
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friendship cemented by a participation of the same labour and sufferings for 
the public wrvioe, that he will not permit the measures in irhioh he has a 
common and equal responsilnlity with myself to be exposed to the triumph of 
a party, but that he will both continue to afford the support of his presence 
ana abilities to the present Government while it yet exists, and that he will 
suffer me to exact from him a declaration to that purpose, not only tor my 
own satisfaction but for that of every man who has the Company’s interests or 
the prosperity of this settlement, or the credit of his country at heart, and 
who, I presume to say, expects this sacrifice from him Barwell re¬ 
sponded to the appeal of Hastings and declaied that “ the reasons that are 
assigned for it by the Governor-General require me absolutely to retract 
the intention. 1 have declared I admit the force ot them, and with plea¬ 
sure declare ray determination to support his Government as long as the 
public measuies of it shall requiie ”t Francis remarked that he and the Gov- 
ernor-General differed greatly m their respective ideas of national honour. 

“ I have no idea of national honour independent of justice The projects of ambi¬ 
tion are usually dangerous. If they are nothing but the projects of ambition, 
they are, m my judgment, always dishonourable To revert to that pacific 
system which the Company have uniformly presciibed to us, to endeavour to 
conciliate the friendsliip, winch we have unjustly or unwisely departed from, 
ana to return, if it be possible, to the terras of a treaty which we ourselves 
have wantonly violated, are not acts, that will ever, as I think and as I feel, 
bring dishonour on the British name I am sure they are the best means of 
preserving our strength and our real influence m India, and 1 have no doubt 
that they will meet with the highest appiobation from homo As long as 
I am trusted with any share in the office of guardian of the British interests 
and honour m tins countiy, these shall be the principles on which 1 will mvaii- 
ably act 

Five days after this acrimonious discussion had taken place m Council it is Accommodation 
somewhat surprising to find Hastings wiitmg to his fnend Sullivan as follows — 

“ I liave assented to an accommodation with Mr Francis, the essential points of 
which aie argued " In aletter dated the 4th March he again informed Insfiiend 
of a reconciluition having taken place between himself and Francis, and quotes 
the conditions of the agreement The first he gives m the following words •— 

“ Mr Francis will not oppose any measures which the Governor-General shall 
recommend for the prosecution of the war m which we are supposed to be 
engaged with the Mahrattas, or for the general support of the present poli¬ 
tical system of this Government. Neither will he himself either propose 
or vote with any other member who shall piopose any measure which shall 
be contrary to the Governor-General’s opinion in these points.” § He proceeds 
to inform Sullivan that “ Mr. Barwell, who was privy to the treaty in all 
stages of it, had determined to return to England in consequence with my 
free consent ” He then speaks in the following handsome terms of the man 
who had been for the past five years lus bitter foe, and had thwarted him in every 
political action . “ In this instance I have proved the sincerity with which 
I have acted, and my reliance on Mr Francis’s faith and honour, and I must 
add in testimony of both, and m justification of my own discretion, that he 
has behaved so openly and with so little of the reserve and caution of a man 
actuated by indirect views that I am certain and venture to promise you that I 
shall suffer no loss of power or influence by Mr. Barwell’s departure, though 
I shall miss and greatly regret the want of that aid which I might have 
derived from his fiiendsbip, his judgment, and his official resources bad he 
stayed, and that I shall find Mr. Francis both true to his engagements and 
ready and willing to give me bis support and assistance to the period destined 
for our acting together as joint members of this Administration, I am not the 
least fearful of the reverse ” 

What had lowered the pride of Hastings into an accomme iation with Francis 
was the need of a united Government to meet the foreign and internal dangers 

the termi of thoir 
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which threatened the very existence of our dominion. The spoedy and successful 
termination of the Mahratta War he considered essential to our safety, and it could 
only be conducted to a prosperous termination by vigorous and united action. To 
be free to act vigorously he condescended to make terms with his bitter foe, and 
he believed that Francis would he true to his engagement But m a very short 
time he discoveied the perfidiousness of hisadvci-sary No sooner had the depar¬ 
ture of Barwell again given power to Francis than concessions w ere demanded with 
arrogance and were granted As long as they did not involve questions of foreign 
policy Hastings conquered lus pride Then Francis was rash enough to renew his 
tactics of obstruction with regard to the conduct of the war, and Hastings in 
firm but moderate language suggested that his action involved a breach of faith. 
He Wrote—“ If Mr. Francis (1 am compelled to speak thus plainly) thinks that 
he can better and more effectually conduct the war, to theteimination winch we 
both profess to aim at, and that he can in honour depiive me of tlie right 
which 1 claim to dictate the means of accomplishing it, let him avowedly take 
the lead; but if I am to be charged with the consequences of it, or if the right 
which I claim be justly mine, let him allow mo to possess and exercise it. It 
18 impossible to combine the jinuciples of enterprise and inaction in the same 
general measure, and as impossible for his sentiments and mine to be brought 
into agreement on the subject of the Mahratta War I have in vain labouied 
to accommodate them by a studied attention to his opinions in every measure 
which I have ventured to propose m the course of the last 16 months, and 
have restrained m\self from urging others which, however proper and neces¬ 
sary for the occasion exclusively consideied, were inconsistent with the actual 
state and temper of this Government ”* Francis replied by denouncing the 
entire conduct of the war and refusing to sanction any measure until a 
general outline of the whole campaign was submitted to him Hastings felt 
the time for action bad arrived He, however, never allowed himself to 
act on impulse, or to be led by temper He wrote to his friend—“ I debated 
with myself a long time how I should act. I now saw plainly that Mr 
Francis had deceived me, and that I had no alternative but to lot him take 
the rule and laugh at my credulity, or make it a matter too serious for deci¬ 
sion and to expose the fallacy which he had thus unworthily practised upon me, 
This I did in a very strong but deliberate and temperate charge which I 
had prepared for the next Council-day, which was Monday the 3rd July.'’t 
The charge was not laid before the Council till six weeks aftei wards during 
which time negotiations were being conducted for both ojiponents to with¬ 
draw their respective minutes On the 14th August, when Hastings saw that 
all attempts to arrive at a compromise were hopeless, he sent it to Francis 
with a private note,t and next day it was laid before the Council It opens with 
the assumption that the minute signed by Francis and Wheler attacking the 
war was written entirely by the former, and with an expression of disappoint¬ 
ment that the hint conveyed by Hastings had not ” awakened m the breast of 
Francis, if it were susceptible of such sensations, a consciousness of the 
faithless part he was acting towards him ” § 

" I Lave been disappointed, and must now assume a plainer style and a loader tone. In 
a word, my ob 3 ection 8 do not he to the special matter of his minutes to which 1 shall separ¬ 
ately reply, but to the spirit of opposition which dictated them I have lately offered various 
plans for the operations of the wai These have been successively rejected, as 1 have success- 
ively amended and endeavoured to accommodate them to Mr Francis's objections I had a 
right to his implicit acquiescence I have lastly proposed a service requiring immediate 
execution, and I nave freed it from the only objection formally made to it ” 

" III answer he says that he adheres to the reasons which had befuie induced him to 
withhold his consent, and composedly invites me to lay before the Board a complete detail of 
the plan for conducting the war, a comparative statement of the whole of the object with the 
whole of the means of attaining it, and the final extent of my demands on the Mshi attas, or 
what concession I would make to them, and he promises to enter into the consideration of 
these points with the utmost candour. If bis design lu this enquiry waeeimply togain inform¬ 
ation, 1 might refer him to the large aud confidential discussions in which 1 have laid a 
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my views open to his, with all the grounds on whicli they were formed. If his purpose was 
to enable him to foim a more cleat or competent judgment of the plans which I have proposed, 
its object would be lost in the time required for the deliberation But in truth, I do not trust 
to his promise of candour, convinced that he is incapable of it, and that his sole purpose and 
wish ate to embarrass and defeat eveiy measure which I may undertake, or which may tend 
even to piomote the public inteiests, it my credit is connected with them Such has been the 
teodeQcy and such the tuanifeat spirit of all hia actions from the beginning' Almost every 
measure proposed by me has for that reason had his opposition to it When carried against 
i<u opposition, and too far engaged to be withdrawn, yet even then and in eveiy stage of n 
his labours to overcome it have been unremitted, every disappointment and inisioitune have 
been aggravated by him, and eiery fabricated tale of armies devoted to famine, or to massacre 
have found their first and ready way to his office, wheie it was known they would meet the 
most welcome leception, To the same design may bo attributed the annual computation of 
declining finances and an exhausted treasury. Computations which, though made in the time 
of abundance, must verge to truth at last, from the effect of a discordant Government, not a 
constitutional decay To the same design shall I attribute the policy of accelerating the boded 
event, and creating an artificial want, by keeping up an useless hoard of tioasuie and with¬ 
holding it fiom a temporary circulation " 

“ I am aware of the answer which will he made to these imputations, and I will antici¬ 
pate it. Mr Francis may safely deny them, for they are incapable of pusUive evidence He 
may complain of the injustice and indecency of assuming the interpietation of his thoughts, 
and assigning intentions to him, upon the reality of winch he alone can pionounce with 
certainty He may claim an equal right to recriminate upon me, and to pass tlie same fiee 
judgment upon the motives which have influenced my public action* Against such conclu¬ 
sions I tiust that niy character will be sufficient to defend mo, unless some known instance or 
it can be produced as a warrant for them, and such I am certain does not exist, either known of 
or unknown " 

“ My authority for tlio opinion which I have declared concerning Mi Fianiis depends 
upon facts which liave passed within my own certain knowledge 1 judge of bis public con¬ 
duct by my experience of his piivate, wnich I have found to be void of tintli and honour 
This js a sure charge, but temperately and ddiberatsly made from the firm persuasion that 
1 owe this justice to the public and to myself, as the only ledress to both, for artiheesof which 
1 have bteu a victim, and which threaten to involve then interests wilh disgrace and nun— 
tlie only redress for a fraud for which the law has made no piovisions is the exposure of it''**' 

In support of this allegation Hastings proceeded to quote the first 
article of the agreement and be added—“By the sanction of this engage* 
ment and the liberal professions which accompanied it, I was induced to 
part Mith tlie fiiend to whose generous and honourable support steadfastly 
yielded in a couisc of six years I am indebted for the existence of the little 
power which I have ever possessed m that long and disgraceful period to throw 
myself on the meicy of Mr Pianois, and on the desperate hazard of his integ¬ 
rity It was impossible to afford a stronger demonstration of the good faith 
With which I entered into this accommodation, nor of my confidence in his, 
than thus consenting to deprive myself of the means of breaking the engage¬ 
ment on my pait, and of preventing the broach of it on Ins, and surely this 
difference in our lelative 8ituation« ought to have impressed him with a sense 
of what he owed to the delicacy attending it, and have made him dread oven 
an approach towards the precise line of his obligations by the slightest advan¬ 
tage taken of my inability to repel it, and how much more ought it to have 
restrained him from the direct tiansgression of it ”-t 

After the Council had risen, Hastings received a challenge from Francis Raei b«tw««n 
which was accepted. On the morning of the 17th August the duel took place, *“ 
and Francis was shot through the body. On the llth of September he again 
took his seat at the Council Board and delivered m a minute m answer 
to the charges brought against him by Hastings. In it he stated — 

“On tlie point m issue I can only declare, as Ido now mthe most solemn manner, that I 
never was paity to the engagement stated bj Mr Ha'-tings 01 had a thought of being hound by 
it In one of our conversations m February last, he desired me to road a paper of memoran¬ 
dums, among which, 1 presume, this article was mseited I returned it to bun the minute 
1 had rend it with a declaration that 1 do not agree to, or hold myself bound by the contents 
of it, or to that effect From that time I have never seen the paper ”t 

After denying that he had bound himself to any agi’cement, Francis stated 
that “ the agieement he meant to enter into with respect to the Mahratta war, 
was to prosecute the operations actually existing on the Malabar coast, which 
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since the catapaiga has begun, and General Goddard had already taken the field, 

I thought should be pushed on as vigorously as possible.”* 

To support this declaration he argued that at the time the Malwa expedi¬ 
tion had never been even hinted to him, and there was— 

" a strong presumption that np to that period the Governor-General had not had that 
measure in oontemplation, or that he must then have abandoned all thoughts ot it,'’t 

As to Mr Barwell having gone home only on the strength of the agreement 
having been made he remarked — 

“ I believe it, for instance, to be the opinion of many well-informed per^ns in this Settlement, 
as it IB now 6imly my own, that Mr Barwoll wis determined to go home last season at all 
events, and that the Swallow was kept foi several months nn pm pose for him If so, Mi 
Hastings gained something, and could lose nothing, by his ogieeraent with me * * * # » 
But as Mr Barwell’a going home was never demanded by me, nor ever entered into the 
agreement, I have no concern in Mr Hastings* motives for oonsentuig to it”t 

Harwell no doubt was most anxious to escape from the thraldom of a 
thankless oflBce, but he had promised Hastings in the most public manner 
at the Council Board “ to retract the intention of leaving.”^ He could not 
break the promise without the consent of Hastings, and it is extremely im¬ 
probable that Hastings would have given his consent unless he had made an 
agreement with Francis Months previous to the quarrel, Eastings wrote as 
follows to a friend “ Mr. Barwell on the strength of this negociation has half 
taken his passage m the Swallow which will be despatched express to Eng¬ 
land as soon as this point is deteimined” At least one well-informed 
person did not consider that Barwell, as Francis stated, was determined to go home 
at all events Sir Elijah Impey m a letter dated the 18th August 1780, the very 
day the duel was fought between Hastings and Francis, wrote —“ Mr Barwell 
left this country on the strongest assurances that Mr. Francis would coincide 
with Mr Hastings, or he would never have gone " 

Hastings did not reply to the minute of Francis for some time as ” other oases 
of a stronger obligation have required and have engrossed the whole of my atten¬ 
tion and I now revert to it with reluctance as to a necessary, yet unavailing 
duty ”11 He reaffirmed with the utmost earnestness that there was an engage¬ 
ment “ What that engagement was I have expressed in terms m my minute of 
the 3rd July Mr. Francis m answer declares, and ‘ in the most solemn mannei, 
that he never was party to the engagement stated by me, or had a thought of 
being bound by it ’ What can I say to such a declaration but to deolaie on my 
part ID as solemn a manner that Mr Francis was a party to the engagement 
which I have stated ? This I now do most solemnly declare, and may God he 
the judge between us.”^ He asserted that it was Sir John Day who proposed to 
him an accommodation with Francis, and that he accepted the offer solely on the 
indispensable condition “ that Mr. Francis should agree to depart from his opposi¬ 
tion to the political measures proposed by me, and allow me, w ithout exception 
or qualification, to prescribe the mode of conducting the Mahratta war 
This point was a long time contested by Mr. Francis, hut w^as at length adjusted 
finally in this manner, that Mr Fiancis should not oppose mo, nor yet charge 
himself with the responsibility of any proposal made by me which had any rela- 
tion to the war, hut support it by his vote as the result of a general measure 
which he had originally disapproved, and which he now left with the responsi¬ 
bility properly annexed to its oiiginal contnver.”** 

Hastings proceeds—" Thu point being thus settled I drew it up in writing on n small 
piece of paper in the words which I have already quoted, with other propositions, of which 
some had, and some had not, received our final aud mutual agreement, * ♦ ♦ * * 'fhig paper 
with some apology I shewed to Mr Francis, desiring him to read it attentively, and to inform 
me whether he agreed to the conditions as I had expressed them, or to point out his excon- 
tions To the first article, which is that of the present question, he replied hastily, and with 
every appearance of satisfaction, that be entirely agreed to it, adding among other expressions, 
as I well remember, that his meaning plainly was not to avail himself oi Mr Harwell's de- 
* Secret Select Commtttee’s Proceeding*, 11th September 1780, Volame 11, page lib 
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parture from the Council to oppose me many political point wbioh he could not have earned 
had Mr Barwell continued, The otlier articles leceivod some variations and were all finally 
regulat^ at the same meeting Of these, as they do not relate to the question before me. I 
shall take no further notice For the tmth of this nairative I appeal to Sir John Day, to 
whom 1 daily commuuioated what passed on this business, and to Mr Baiwell, to whom I in 
like manner lelateJ the daily progiess of it They will both attest that my relation of it 
at the time was ^he same as I now repeat it It is impossible to suji^gest a motive 

wbicn 1 could have had to deceive them at such a time and on such a subjecl^, and as 
impoMible that I myself should be deceived when I took such means to ascert-im it Yet 
Mr Francis affirtns tlut ‘he letuined the jiapei to me the moment he had read it with a 
declaration that he did not agree to it, or held himself bound by the contents of it *** 

Hastings meets the statement of Francis, that the agreement which he meant 
to enter into with respect to the Mahrattas was limited to the operations on the 
Malabar coast, by quoting an article of a treaty with the Rana of Gohud which 
clearly proved that a diversion in the Province of Malwa formed a part of the 
measures piojected and actually existing before the agreement was concluded 
Ue added—“ When I proposed the execution of it other circumstances had 
lecently occurred General Goddaul had solicited us to make such a diversion 
m his favour, and the Commander-m Chief had passionately recommended it 
as the only means of bringing the war to a speedy termination Francis 
replied “ In an argument of the kind the strictest precision of dates should 
he observed and the tacts stated m the order m which they happened On 
this principle I 30 m issue with the Governor-General and affirm in his own 
terms that when he proposed the execution of the measure {that is, on the 12th 
June last) General Goddard had not sohctted us to make a diversion in hia 
favour The fact, if it exists, is capable of immediate and direct proof 
Hastings supplied the immediate and direct proof by pioducing a lettei from 
General Goddaid, forwaided through the Commander m-Chief, which contained 
the following words "It would certainly be of advantage to the opeiations 
of the war on this side to cause a powerful diversion to be made on the other, 
which could not fail to distress and divide their attention exceedingly."§ "With 
legard to the request of Francis that the strictest precision of dates should be 
observed Hastings remarked " In compliance with the rule prescribed by Mr. 
Francis I have been careful to annex the dates to the preceding extracts and for 
greater precision will repeat them with the facts stated in tlie order in which 
they happened General Goddard’s letter to Sir Eyre Coote is dated the 28th 
March and was recorded in our Consultation of the 29th May My minute 
which contained the first proposition of the expedition was dated the 12 th 
June ”1J Francis tried to escape from the dilemma m which he was placed by a 
petty quibble He wrote, " In denying that General Goddard had solicited 
US to make such a diversion in his favour^ I took the proposition literally as ft 
was stated i was peifectly sure that he had never addressed the Board to 
that effect, and that a request or opinion from him had never been urged m 
support of the motion of the 12th of June Whether his letter to the Cora- 
mancler-in-Chief, reiorded on the 29th of May, be equivalent to a solicilation 
to us to make a diveision in his favour, m the sense in which the fact was assorted 
and denied, I submit to judgment Hastings indignantly answeied "Mr, 
Francis may avail himself as he can of the distinction between a solicitation made 
by Geneial Goddard through the channel of the Commander-m-Chief to the Board 
and one directly addressed to the Board. It is sufficient for me that it came 
regularly before us I shall not waste my time nor liis in such a discussion, 
I repeat that Mr Francis's engagement was absolute and unqualified; that lu 
hi 3 own explanation of it the measure in question made a put of it since it 
was found peculiar to it aud existed at the time The assertion that I might 
have abandoned it in February is no proof that I did I did not It was pro¬ 
posed, or, to use Mr Francis’s words, it ‘ was renewed ’ in June. My right to his 
concurrence m it remained the same notwithstanding any intermediate suspen- 
fcion of it.’’** Thus ended the long war between Hastings and Fiancia No 
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impartial judge can read the respective minutes of the two men without 
ooming to the conclusion that 'Francis was guilty of a gross breach of faith, 
KTiUWing« from Hastings had excused himself for delaying to answer the minute of 
Francis on tlie ground that matters of greater importance had engrossed his 
attention Tlie matter of greater importance was the preservation of the 
State from the formidable league formed for the destruction of it. News had 
reached the Council fiom Madras that Hyder had entered the Carnatic, des¬ 
troyed an aimy, and driven Sir Hector Munro to the walls of Fort St George 
Sir Edward Hughes sent tidings of his having received undoubted intel¬ 
ligence tliat seven sail of the line and seven thousand land forces had left France 
and were intended to co-opeiate with the enemies of England in India Thirty 
thousand Muhiatta horse were encamped on the western frontier of Bengal; an 
invasion of Behar by the Mahrattas was also expected, the Nizam professed hos¬ 
tility , Nujiff Khan threatened Oudh and the forces of Mahdajee Sindia threatened 
Corah and Allahabad, while General Goddard was opposed by the whole power 
of Poona Then the spirit, judgment, and decision of Hastings shone forth At 
a meeting of the Council held on the 25th September 1780, lie declared it was 
not a time “ for either long deliberation at home or the formal and tedious pro¬ 
cess of negotiations abroad ** Tlie ciisis demanded “ the most instant, powerful, 
and even hazardous exeitmn of the Government to avert the event portended 
by so many concurient difficulties ”• He proposed, though his army was small 
and his treasury almost exhausted, th.at a considerable supply of treasure and 
a large body of troops should he sent to Madras, and that Sir Eyre Coote should 
be requested to take the command of the Carnatic Army. His “ military expe¬ 
rience,” he wrote, “ and above all the high estimation in which his name is held by 
the world, and especially by that part of it where it was principally acquired, 
mark him as the only possible instrument to retrieve our past disgraces, or to 
preserve the British interests and possessions in the Carnatic from utter rum 
Our armies which have been so long formed to the habits of conquest will not 
easily recover fiora the impression of the dreadful reverse winch has lately 
befallen them, nor be brought to act with their former confidence under un¬ 
successful commanders. The addition of numbers will not relieve their appre¬ 
hensions, and will not but contribute to oppress the hands whuh have been 
already proved too weak to sustain the weight of an inferior charge ”t To 
all the propositions except the motion resecting the Commander-in-Chief, 
Francis and Wheler objected on the giound that Bengal was tlicir first object, 
that the danger was at then door, and consequently they could spare no troops 
and not half the supply of treasure which Hastings proposed to send to Mad¬ 
ras Sir Eyre Coote concurred with the Governor-General and the casting 
vote of Hastings pieserved India to Great Britain 
FunewHis opposition to the relief of our defeated army at Madras was the last 
important official act of Philip Francis In November he set sail for Eng¬ 
land, a disappointed and baffled man. The two objects nearest to his heart, 
the humiliation of Hastings and the government of India, had eluded his 
grasp “ I am now,” be wrote shortly alter he landed, “ I think on the road to 
be Governor of Bengal which I behove is the first situation in the world 
attainable by a subject” ? But he had miscalculated the mental vigour and 
pertinacity of his opponent. The struggle between them for five years 
had been a severe one, and Francis left India defeated only to renew the war 
in England. "With ceaseless vigilance and concentrated mdustiy he worked to 
procure the recall of his enemy and to gain the coveted office. He enjoyed the 
tiiumph of seeing his foe impeached, and he endured the bitter disappointment 
of seeing him acquitted after a trial of seven years during which his activity 
to secure a conviction was unremitting to the end. The inveterate hostility which 
he displayed towards the accused created a profound prejudice against Francis, 
and so matenally helped to deprive him of the great ambition of his life. " I will 
never he concerned,” he said, in bitterness of soul, “in ijmpeaching anybodv. 
The impeachment of Mr Hastings has cured me of that folly I was tried and 
he was acquitted ” But there was about his nature a pertinacity which nothing 
could subdue. Six and twenty years did he pursue with unwearied zeal and 
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industry lus object. Then, when Pitt died and the W]ug party came into office, 
he believed the prize to be within liia grasp. The death of Cornwallis had left 
the Governor-Generalship of India once more vacant But the new Ministers, 
as Lord Brougham said, could no more have obtained the East India Company’s 
consent to the appointment of Francis than they could have transported the 
Himalaya mountains to Leadenhall Street * The fixed ideas and ungovernable 
temper of the man must have brouglit i urn to their dominion In one of the 
last speeches he ever delivered in the House of Commons, Francis denounced the 
second Mahratta war m the same vigorous terms in which he had denounced the 
first Mahratta war lu the council chamber at Bengal He regarded our suc¬ 
cesses in India in the same light that he regarded our successes in the Penin¬ 
sula, as a series of mistakes, and Hastings and Wellington he considered to be 
both bunglers t Tlie appointment of Lord Minto to the Qoveinor-Genoralship 
put an end to the dream of his life I He never recovered the disappointment 
and the bitter remembrance of failure accompanied him into retirement On 
the 26th March 1807 he asked a few questions on the affairs of India including 
the mutiny ot Vellore, and this was the last act of the long and active poli¬ 
tical career of Philip Francis 


At a coitfultation held on the 26th September 1780 Sir Eyre Coote presented Choyt S 
a plan tor the defence of Bengal and Oudh which he had sketched at tlie desire 
of the Bonid As an invasion of Behar was expected, Sir Eyie Cooto proposed to 
station a large body of infantry iu tiiat province, together with two regiments 
ot horse and one thousand or as many of Clieyt Sing’s cavalry as they could pro¬ 
cure 'I’liis was the oi igm of the demand for cavalry from Obey t Sing It was sug¬ 
gested by Eyre Coote and not by Hastings, who is accused by Macaulay of making 
the demand in oider to fasten a quarrel on Cheyt Sing whom he had determined 
to plunder § On the 2nd November the attention of the Board was again drawn 
to the want of cavahy, and Hastings w.is requested to write to Cheyt Sing for 
§uch as he could spare In December the ilesident of Benares wrote to Hastings 
that he had repeatedly pressed the Raja on the subject of the cavalry but could 
obtain no answer The next month he wrote that the Raja said he had but thirteen 
hundred in lus service, and that all except two hundred and fifty were abso¬ 
lutely necessary foi collecting the revenue On the 2l8t May 1781 Hastings 
proposed to the Board that he should visit Oudh m order to nave an interview 
with tlie Nawab whose province had fallen into a state of great disorder and 
confusion He also stated that he hoped to take advantage of lus visit to Oudh 
to conclude negotiations with the Raja of Benares At this time the Council 
consisted only of two members, Wheler and Hastings—and as the latter had 
the casting vote the request was purely formal Hastings proposed that his 
colleague should during his absence consider himself “ as possessed of the full 
poweM of the Governor-General and Council of this Government, as in effect he 
is by the Constitution, and he may be assured that if sanction and concurrence 
shall be or be deemed necessary for the confirmation of this measure, he shall 
receive them ”|| He also formally procured from the Council credentials 
which, besides granting to him power to make treaties with any of the Chiefs or 
Powers of Hindostan, also invested him “ with full power and authority to form 
such arrangements with the Raja of Benares for the better government of the 
zemindary, and to perform such acts for the improvement of the interest which 
the Hon’ble Company possesses in it, as he shall think fit and consonant to 
the mutual relation and actual engagement subsisting between the Company 
and the Raja Burke afterwards regarded this division of power as criminal. 

• Stateimen of the time of George III Brougbatn 
t Meiiioire of Sir Philip Francis Menvalc, Vol. 11, (mge 3(!» 

t “ Oil the deiith of Lord Cornwallii my right or claioi to eocteed him, though lupported by Hie Royal Highnone, 
wae anpene^ by the coalition in 1806 ’’ Memornndam written by Franui 

§ Maranlay writes —“ Hastinge was determined to plunder Cheyt Sing and for that end to fasten a quarrel on 
him Acoordiiigly the Raja was now reqaired to keep a body of cavalry for the service of Ooverament ’ 
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It was argued that the word arrangements plainly implied that the Governor 
was to arrange such acts as be should think consonant to the mutual engage* 
ment subsisting between the Company and the lta 3 a in an amicable way, and 
not in a hostile manner. Lord Thurlow m discussing the charge quoted 
the precedents of Vansittart, Clive, and Cornwallis to show that Hastings had a 
right to delegate and assume the powers of Government on great and emergent 
> occasions. 

letter to Before starting for Benares, Hastings informed Wlieler, his colleague, and 
Cbejt Sing others that he intended to fine Cheyt Sing fifty lakhs of rupees He was 
assured that ho had amassed a very large sum of money, and he regarded his 
reluctance to aid the sovereign power as an additional proof of his disaffection 
and a grave offence, “and he determined,” as he said, “to make him pay largely 
for his pardon, to exact a severe vengeance for his delinquency, and to draw from 
his guilt the means of relief to the Company’s distress ” * On reaching Benares 
Hastings transmitted to the Eaja a statement of his offences. He informed 
him that the danger to which the detachment of Major Carnac was exposed 
was due to his not paying the war subsidy of 1780 which he by letter 
had guaranteed to do 

“Relying on this agreement and promise I gave ordeis to Mr. Fowke, who was then 
Resident at this place, to receive money and lemit it to Colonel Carnac toi tlie pay of the army 
which had been ordered to march towards the Province of M.ilw.i, and I made no other pioi, 
vision for it such was my confidence in youi faith, but you deceived me, and after having 
made the first payment of a few rupees, eitnei consulting the temper of the times, or con¬ 
forming to a premeditated design, you by shifts and pietexts witbhehl the remainder until the 
army foi whose use it was intended was leduced to the last state of distiess Many hundieds 
deserted, and had an enemy at that time appeared against them their total destiuction had 
been inevitable. In all this time daily applications were made to you by the Resident, and I 
wrote repeated letteis to you, but you paid no regatd to either." He added—“ Besides this, 
I required, in the name of tlie (Tovernoi-General and Council by letter, and ordered Mr 
FowLe to repeat the lequisition in person, tliat you should fnrnuh a body of horse to assist 
an 1 act with the armies of the Comjiauj, and when Mr Maikham succeeded Mr Fowke I gave 
him orders to repeat the demand, which be did occoidingly with fiequent and almost dait^ 
impoitunity, limiting the number toi,50(?and aftei wards toTo this demand you 
leturued evasive answets, nor to this hour have you coutiibuted a single horseman 

Hastings closes the letter lu the following emphatic manner,— 

“ I pass over the instances of your conduct in whicli tlirough the means of your secret agents 
you have endt?avouied to excite disoider in the Government on which you depend, and yom 
neglect of the duty which you owe to it, and to the subjects of this zemindaiy, by suffering 
the daily perpetration of lobbenes and murdeis, even in thestieets of the city of Benares itselt, 
to the great and public scandal of the English name, and iii violation of one of the oonditioin. 
on which you received the confiim.ition of this zemindary But as the two foiegoing iiistauces 
amount to a direct charge of dieafieotion and infidelity to the Government on which yon depend, 
and happened at a time in which it was your duty most especially to have exerted yourself in 
the support of its interests, I have theiefore judged it propei to state them to you thus fully 
lu writing, and to lequireyoui answer to them, and this I expect immediately "t 

To the charges brought agamst him by Hastings, the Eaja replied, that he 
obeyed the orders “ with the utmost readiness •*••1 sent first oue lack of rupees 
with an answer to your letter Afterwards having paid to Mr. Fowke the sum of 
one lack and seventy thousand rupees, I sent a letter requesting a further allowance 
of time to make some preparations. To this I received po repl^ It being no time 
to delay notwithstanding this I was not a moment inattentive tb this concern, 
and as soon as my Buxey arnved I paid immediately the remaining part of the 
sura The remitting of this to tlie army did not depend upon me, if any delay 
happened on this head I could uot help it If besides the payment of the money 
the remittance of it also to the army had rested with me, a delay of this kind 
should not have happened. The answer was false in all its parts, fie did not 
pay the first lakh until the 5th August 1780, though tlie demand wis made in the 
end of June, and then he refused to pay any further sum until he had got an 
answer to a letter he had written to Hastings requiring furtlier time to dispose 
of his effects. To this representation the Eaja said lie received no reply, though 
a reply was immediately sent strongly expressive of the Board’s displeasure at 
his excuses which they said they knew to be futile. Ibis expression of aispleasnre 
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did not hasten the payment, which was not finaUy made until the 18th of 
October 1780, although the Raja promised it m the month of July. With regard 
to his not furnishing cavalry the Raja replied «In compliance with your 
wishes I collected five hundred horses and a substitute for the remainder five 
hundred burkundasses, of which I sent you information, and I told Mr. Mark- 
ham that they were ready to go to w'hatever place they should be sent. No 
answer, however, came from you in this head, and I remained astonished at 
the cause of it. Repeatedly I asked Mr Markham about an answer to my letter 
about the horse, but he told me that he did not know the reason of no answer 
having been sent, 1 remained astonished.”* The answer of Cheyt Sing w^ell 
deserves the description given of it by Hastings, it was “ not only unsatis¬ 
factory in substance butoftensive in style ”t It also afforded a strong indica¬ 
tion of that spirit of independency which the Raja had for some years assumed 
" Under these alarming appearances of the Raja’s conduct and disposition,” 
wrote Hastings, ” I conceived myself indispensably obliged to form some im- 
mediate and decisive plan for obviating their consequences, and for the preserv¬ 
ation of the Company’s rights and interests in this zemindnry. To have left 
him m the full exercise of powers which he had notoriously abused, and which 
it was to be apprehended he would employ to the moat dangerous purposes, was 
totally inconsistent with the maxims of justice and prudence. To divest him 
entirely of the zemindary, though justifiable on the grounds stated above, 
sfbuld bo attended with an appearance of seventy, and might have furnished 
grounds for construction unfavourable to the credit of our Government and 
to my own reputation, from the natuial influence which every act of rigour 
exercised in the persons of men who stand m elevated stations, is apt to impress 
on the minds of those who are too remote from the scone of action to judge by 
any evidence but of the direct facts themselves of their motives or propnety.”J 
After weighing the conflicting consideiations, Hastings ordered the Resident to Aneit of chejt 
put Cheyt 8ing under arrest, and he sent two companies of the sepoys that he had 
brought with Inm to Benares, to mount guard in the Raja’s palace A numer¬ 
ous body of aimed men from the Raja’s fortified palace at Ramnagar suddenly 
crossed the river, attacked and massacred the whole party. The sepoys having 
no ammunition fell without resistance The Raja escaped and fled to his 
fortress Luteefgaih Hastings in his letter dated 27th August 1781 wntes — 

“ On the 19th a large force leturned to Ramnagar Captain Blair with hia battalion and 
Ca])tain Mayaffie with the lemuinder of Majoi Popham's detachment were ordered to BBsembh 
for the attack of that place, and Majoi Popliam to join and conduct the opeiations according to 
a concerted plan. The two coips having joined. Captain Mayaffje, the senior officer, without 
waiting for Major Fopham, agiinst ordeis, on the morning ot the 20th, marched piecipitately 
into the narrow stieets of the town where, in an instant, he fell with Captain Doxatt and 33 
inngers, and almost all the sepoys of Captain Blair’s battalion that had entered with him , 
theiestof the detachment retuined to Chunar with the loss of two guns, one howitzer, and 
103 men of all denominations killed 1 was in Benaiea with the broken remains of Major • 

Popham's first par^, consisting of about 400 men, in a place incapable of defence even with 
equal numbeis Preparations were making to attack me I naited till the evening for a 
battalion ordered from Chunar to reinforce our party, at 7 repeated intelligence arrived that 
the Raja's boats were in motion, no news had arrived of the battalion from Chunar It was 
resolved to meet it and march with it to Chunar 'Ihe resolution was instantly earned into 
exeouHon. We passed the battalion which returned and oveitook us, and on the 22iid at day- 
bieak we gained the bank of the river opposite to Chunar, having met no opposition. The 
detachment crossed on the morning of the 23r(l. The Raja's foices are divided between 
Ramnagar and Lutefgarh. Bis family is at Bidjeygur His fixed establishment exceeds 
10,000 men, and all liis recruits bear arms Major Popbam is encamped on the plain east of 
the fort, I expect to be joined by a regiment from Cawnpore which aie ordered for my guard 
at Lucknow. Lieutenant Polhill, with six oompanies of the Nabob's guard, are at hand, and 
Major Moses Crawfoid’s battalions. My only distiess is the want of money and is great 
The insurrection at Benares seems to have produced a strong impression on 
the mind of fittings, for he wrote to his colleagues . ” My regrets for the 
past are personal. I shall ever retain the painful remembrance of that scene 
of blood of which I have been too near a spectator, and which no future return 
of prctfiperity can ever efface from my mind, but m the prospect before me I 
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think that I have every reason to expect the happiest tcrrnination of it in the 
extension of the power and influence of the Company, and that the past 
example may contribute to the permanency of both by prompting us to guard 
against the secret growth of the like evil which has produced it ”* 

BDgagement at In jj letter dated the 4th September, Hastings announces to the Board that 
abnu Captain Blair with his battalion and two companies of his own grenadiers 

and two guns (G-pounders) had attacked the enemy collected at Pateeta, seven 
miles from Chunar. “ They were prepared to receive him, and made a very spinted 
resistance, aftei a very long action, the fortune of the day was happily turned in 
our favour by a bold hut well-judged manoeuvre Captain Blair detached his two 
grenadier companies to attack two guns which were posted on the flank, and 
galled his tioops exceedingly The attack succeeded, and the two guns were 
turned on the enemy who were soon after totally routed. Captain Blair brought 
off three of their guns and spiked the fourth, the carriage of which was disabled, 
he also brought away one of their tumbrils and all his own loaded with their 
ammunition, three more of their tumbrils with much loose powder weie blown 
up on the field, Captain Blair having no means of bringing them away. He 
was obliged to leave about 1,600 of their shot piled in a village. The enemy’s 
numbers are reputed 8 or 9,000 men Captain Blair judges them from appear¬ 
ance to bo only 3,000 or 4,000, they were their prime men. Our loss, which 
I add with regret, exceeds 106 killed and wounded, theirs must be proportion¬ 
ately more though unknown. It is remarkable that the enemy’s artillery and 
carriages made at Rainnagar are almost equal to ours; their cartridges and port¬ 
fires compounded with equal skill, and their powder much better "f 
Ctpfun of Luiieef. Information having reached Major Popham regarding tho state of the two 
J""*' fortresses of Lutteefpoor and Pateeta which led him to suppose that they 

might be easily captured, he determined to attack them without delay, 
and for that purpose divided his army into two detachments. “ The first detach¬ 
ment,” wrote Hastings, “marched on the night of the 16th by a large cir¬ 
cuit through almost impracticable ways. But tho spirit of the ofBccrs and men 
surmounted every difficulty In places where the guns could not he drawn 
by bullocks, the sepoys lifted them up the rocks, and at length on the morning 
of the 20tli they arrived at the heights lying behind and above the fort of 
Lutteefpoor, at a place called Lora, which commands a pass descending to 
Lutteefpoor and reputed inaccessible against opposition but from above The 
profound secrecy with which this expedition was undertaken, and to which the 
security of the enemy in a region so unfrequented not a little contributed, 
prevented any opposition to our troops in the difficult parts of their route. 
Their fiist movement only but neithoi their strength nor destinations as known 
till their very near approach. At Lora they met a body of 2,000 of the enemy 
which they defeated and dispersed with little loss on our side, but on theirs of 
• 200 men killed on the spot The next morning they took possession of the 

pass and of the fort of Lutteefpoor which they found evacuated 
Hutiiigi’retuin to Qu the 26th September Hastings returned to Benares where he found the 
city restored to a state of order and tranquillity. He issued proclama¬ 
tions offeiing pardon to all except Cheyt Sing and his brother “ whom their late 
relellious conduct and their rancour manifested to our nation m the deli¬ 
berate murder of many of our soldiers, and even unarmed passengers who had 
the misfortune to fall into their hands, precluded from every title of morcy.”§ A 
grandson of Raja Bulwunt Sing by a daughter was proclaimed Raja with great 
form and solemnity Hastings also took steps for the protection of the persons 
and property of the inhabitants of the sacred city. When the sovereignty of 
Benares was ceded to the Company the superintendence of the police was for¬ 
mally made over by the English to Cheyt Sing, but the arrangement proved 
a disastrous failure. “ From this period,” wrote Hastings, “ the appearance 
of public justice was gradually effaced till at last without any system of police, 
any couits of judicature, or any awe of the sovereign power, the inhabitants of 
Benares were guilty of enormities and crimes which reflected the greatest disgrace 
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on the government to which they were subjects The relations and dependants 
of the Kaja, or the merchants whose credit was useful in the payment of his 
revenue, might violate the rights of their fellow citizens with impunity, and 
the sacred character of a llrahram or the high rank of the offender were con- 
sider&Uous which stamped a pardon on the most flagitious crimes 

To remedy this scandalous state of affairs Hastings established distinct Hwtinif*’ reform, 
departments for the police and for the civil and criminal ]urisdiction of the city, llo^oftro 
and placed them under the regulation and control of a chief magistrate who 
was subject to the immediate orders of the Governor-General and Council. 

The person chosen by Hastings to fill the office of chief magistrate was a 
Mahomedan, Ally Ibrahim Khan, “a man who has long been personally known 
to myself and, I believe, to many individuals of our Government, and whose 
character for moderation, disinterestedness, and good sense will bear the tests 
of the strictest enquiry/’f The Hoard on hearing of this appointment expressed 
a regret that “ the incapacity of the more dignified characters of the Gentoo 
religion to conduct the mauageraeut of such a tiust prevented you and must 
ever do so from promoting them to high office Regarding the measures 
which Hastings had taken for the better administration of the city of Benares his 
colleagues expressed their warmest approval in the fcdlowing terms. “ Your 
guarded attention to the security and convenience of the pilgrims, and your 
abolition of those taxes and embarrassments which have grown against them 
from the rapacity of a corrupt Government, are peculiarly to your credit.” They 
added— 

“ Even in a political view your airangements upon the snoject me intereatiug, and may 
lead to the moat important ccmaequences All ludostau from the aouice of the Gatigea to Cape 
Comorin IB inteiestcd 111 the happy regulation of the poheo of beiiarea, and the unj'olluted 
tranquillity of its colleges The leading Mahrattns with whom we aie at wai aru strongly 
attached to this supposed residence of the puiity of tboir religion 

" From those oonniderations we beg leave to suggest to you whether it would not bo pioper 
to publish in the different languages of India the regulations you have adopted. A very short 
time will spread them ovei all Indostan, which, with the rtporta of the pilgrims upon thui 
return, cannot but imptess the natives with the mild libeiality and attention of oui Govern¬ 
ment 

" Even among the different nations of Euiope whoso learned enquuies have been of late 
paiticularly directed to the religious antiquities and early knowledge of the sciences in tins 
country, it will bo matter of satisfaction and admiiation ind of consequent ciedit to our 
Govei nment that Benares, m which you were so dangerously exposed, should remain so deeply 
indebted to your careful regulation and piotection §" 

The measures so warmly applauded by liis colleagues were afterwards as of Ch.yt 
forcibly deuouuced by the managers of the irapeachnaent The first charge 
brought against Hastings was regarding Ins conduct towaids Oheyt Sing He 
was accused of violating a treaty with an independent Prince, unjustly com¬ 
pelling him to pay five lakhs of rupees annually for three years, intending to 
impose upon him an enormous fine for imputed delinquency, and causing 
his person to he arrested Burke took infinite pains to piove that Cheyt 
Sing was made independent of tho English Government m every respect 
except that of paying to it annually twenty-three kiklis of rupees, and that 
the Government had irrevocably bound itself down not to exact m any case 
a larger sum. It is however clear beyond all question that Cheyt Sing was 
a dependent on Siqah Dowla H and afterwards on the British Government and 
consequently responsible to Hastings m his character as Governor-General. 

As Hastings said m his defence at the bar of the House of Commons “ He 
was neither more nor less than a zammdar. His sunnud and potah were 
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made out, not from a oopy of stipulations and agreements between him and the 
Company but from the common formulm of such instruments granted to 
zammdars in the Company’s original provinces The Raia never pretended 
any nght to stipulate or demand, he was content with what the Company was 
pleased to allow him.” The sunnud distinctly states that “ the government 
and sovereignty of the Sircars had been ceded to the Hon’ble East India Com¬ 
pany, and that the said East India Company, therefore, in virtue of tho rights 
obtained confirmed unto Cheyt Sing the zamindary.” The sunnud also 
granted to him the right of coining money on the condition “ that what¬ 
ever gold and silver shall he coined in the mint, the said Baja shall 
com conformably to his muchulka ” The sunnud also stipulated that “ all 
former sunnuds do become null and void ” A pottah or document specifying the 
condition on which lands are held, was also framed. A kabulyat or agree¬ 
ment was also drawn up which stated—“ It shall be my duty to do everything 
that may be needful and usual for the interest of the country.” On the 13th 
June 1776 , the Resident at Benares wrote that the Raja objected to sigmng 
any muchulka, or penalty bond, and to the insertion of any muchulka, or penalty 
bond in the sunnud or pottah The Board replied: "As we have not insisted 
on the insertion of the clause respecting the penalty in tho agreement of the 
Raja, the instrument which is to be executed by him canni.t now be called 
a muchulka We thereby authorize you to erase this word where it has been 
mentioned in the sunnud and pottah transmitted to you, as well as m tlie 
titles of the kabulyat, which you are to obtam from him.” On the 17t!i July 
1770, the Resident informed the Board that Chejt Sing "has declined the 
acceptance of the sunnud and pottah for which he assigns these reasons, that 
any erasement in a sunnud or public deed is totally unprecedented in the usages 
of this oountiy, that the clause in the sunnud by which the former sunnuds 
are declared to he null is likewise contrary to custom and practice, and further 
that in the above clause the word ‘sunnuds’ being used in the plural number, 
the coulnama which he received with the former sunnuds and pottah is there¬ 
by likewise rendered void and of no effect. The Raja objects to the execu- 
tion of the kabulyat on account of the clause it contains by which tho former 
sunnuds are annulled.”* The Board ordered " that the Secretary prepare a new 
sunnud and pottah omitting the word ‘ muchulka’ and the sentence declaring 
the former sunnuds to be null, and that these be transmitted to Mr Fowke 
with directions to receive back tho temporary pottah and grant which were 
first allowed him”t On the 25th September 1776, the Resident informed 
the Board that he had invested Cheyt Sing with a khelaut or robe of office and 
informed him tliat the continuance of this indulgence would depend on his 
own punctuality in completing his payments and adhering faithfully to the 
other conditions on which he holds his zemiudary. “ I likewise delivered to him 
the sunnuds transmitted to me by Mr Secretary Auriol under date the fourth Sep¬ 
tember 1776, and received back from him the former sunnuds which I herewith 
enclose.”}: In the charges brought against Hastings by the House of Commons, 
it was stated that neither the first set of deeds nor the second set of deeds was 
entered m the records or transmitkd to the Court of Directors. Hastings m 
his defence stated that he bad no concern in making out the sunnuds or 
omitting to record them, that these practical operations belonged to the Secre¬ 
tary of the Boaid under the superintendence of the mBj 9 rity, of which at 
this time he was not a part, and that if there was any misconduct the majority 
were answei able font The first deeds were however received and are now 
printed. There was no need to record the second deeds as the alterations were 
distinctly stated. These alterations do not affect the main question that Cheyt 
Sing was not a sovereign, but the zamindar of Benares by a sunnud granted to 
him by the English, and that he made an agreement binding himself to do 
everything that might be useful and needful for the interest and security of the 
country The interest and security of the country demanded that he should 
contribute money and troops for its defence. It was also in accordance with 
long established custom that a vassal should afford aid to the sovereign State m 
money and troops. The conduct of Cheyt Sing, m hesitating to afford the 
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necessary aid to liis suzerain at a time of gieat danger was contumacious 
and refractory and deserving of punisliment. Fifty lakhs was undoubtedly a 
large fine, but it by no means exceeded tlie ability of Cheyt Smg to pay it with 
ease, as is evident from the treasures he left behind in his fortresses without 
taking into consideration the gold and silver he exported beyond the frontier 
But when we consider the state of India at that time, when we consider tliat 
the English were surrounded by enemies and in hourly expectation of the 
arnval of a powerful French armament, it is difficult to regard the imposition of 
even a too heavy fine on a refractory vassal as an act of criminality In enforc¬ 
ing these demands Hastings was actuated by no personal or malicious motives, 
but was compelled by the pressing exigencies of the hour and the desire to save 
India to Great Bntam “ I had no other view m it,” he said, “ than that of 
relieving the necessities of the Company by an act which I consideied to be 
strictly just.” 

When Hastings went to Benares tho Government was in the utmost di8-Tti.iB.nums of 
tress for money There were several armies in the field and the demands for 
treasure were various and immediate The entire expense ot all military 
operations fell on the treasury of Bengal, and the treasuiy of Bengal was 
empty. Heavy loans had been contracted, the credit of Government was low, 
and Hastings, as was natural under the circumstances, looked to the chief 
debtor ot the Company for relict The Vizier of Oude owed the Company a 
crore and a half of rupees. But the Vizicr informed Hastings at Obunar, 
where he had gone to meet him, that his own funds were exhausted, and that 
it was no longer possible for lum to m.aintain tho English troops employed 
in protecting lus territones Hastings knew the statement to be true Tho 
condition of Oude had for the past five years occupied his anxious attention 
Tho settlement made at the death of the late Vizier against his strongest 
protests had proved a disastrous failure, Piancis, Claveimg and Monson h&i. 
increased the lure of the English troops and at the same time deprived the 
Nawah of the means of paying for them When his fathar Sujah Howlah died he 
left about two millions of pounds buried in the vaults of the zenana. The 
widow and the mother of the deceased prince, historically known as the Begums, 
claimed the whole of the treasure under the terms of a will which was never 
produced. The late Vizier though possessed of a large sum of money was 
also veiy deeply in debt, a considerable portion of the debt being due to 
the Company and his troops. The treasure was State property, and the debt 
due to th4 Company and the sums duo to Sujali Howlaii’s army at his decease 
ought to have been paid from them. The widow, by Muhammadan lau’, 
was only entitled to one-eighth after the debts were paid, and a grandmother 
bad no claim to inheritance when the daughter was living The Begums how¬ 
ever exercised the right of possession, and tho Nawah did not interfere, either 
because he was too indolent or did not care to invade the rights of the zenana 
He however obtained one loan from his motlier of about twenty six lakhs of 
rupees, for which he gave her a jaghir of four times the value In October 
1775, when he was hard pressed for money both by the Company and by his 
army, he commenced through Mr Bnstow, tho Resident, a negotiation for a 
fresh loan. Mr Bristow, after informing the Board that neither the zemin¬ 
dars nor ryots would ever pay their rents, wiote as follows “To add to this 
unfortunate circumstance, the Nawab has not yet been able to procure any 
money from the Begum. Immediately on his return from Fyzabad he stated 
his distresses to me, and begged of me to use my endeavours to persuade the 
Begum to assist him. I wished to have declined complying with His Excel¬ 
lency’s request, especially after he had indirectly objected to ray having any 
correspondence with lier, but being sensible ot his necessities I consented upon 
the condition of his not expecting of me to use violent means 1 accordingly 
went to Fyzabad and explained particularly in writing to the Begum how 
impossible it was for the Nawab to conduct his Government without her assist¬ 
ance, and likewise insinuated to her that she could not complain of him, for 
he had granted her an additional jagir of four lakhs a year for the suras he 
had already borrowed of her, and treated her with great respect I further 
insinuated to her that the treasures she possessed were the treasures of the 
State, as she had not succeeded to them by any legal right, and they had been 
boarded up to provide against an emergency. That tliat emergency was arrived, 
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and I recommended it to her to spare His Excellency the sura of fifty lakhs 
as a donation. If this did not please her, to let the treasure be divided accord¬ 
ing to the laws of the Koran, or else grant him a loan, and that I could engage 
for the re-payment of it ” 

“ After much persuasion, the Begum agreed to pay the Nawah twelve lakhs 
on condition that the Company secured to her the possession of her 3 agirs 
for life, and that the Nawah did not interfere with her upon any account. I 
excused myself because of the insignificancy of the sum, but offered to comply 
with her terms m case of her granting fifty lakhs. This I had authority for 
from the Nawah, who, on desiring me to undertake the negociation, repeatedly 
and earnestly expiessed his desire not to use any violence. And m order to 
prove it, he said ‘ he would submit to the Company’s being mediators of all differ¬ 
ences between him and the Begum. But it was hard, when reduced to such 
distress, that his mother should uselessly keep up immense treasuries.”* An 
agreement was concluded between the Nawah and Begum that in consideration 
of his receiving thirty lakhs more on account of his patrimony he gave the 
Begum a full acqmttal as to the rest, and secured her jagirs to her without 
interference for life. Mr Bristow was guarantee to this treaty on the part of 
the Company The impolicy of the agreement was apparent, but the Gov¬ 
ernor-General and Council sanctioned it because, as they infoimed the Directors, 
the urgency of the case required it 

In December 1775, the Board received a long and curious letter from the 
Begum, in which she severely criticised the conduct of her son By the 
agreement it was settled that she should liquidate eleven lakhs of the demand 
by giving goods, elephants, and camels “ I assented, ” slie wrote, “ conclud¬ 
ing that as Mr. Bristow was a party m the affairs it would be conducted in 
a proper manner, but they valued the goods which they took at a fourth part 
of their intrinsic worth, how then could I make good the 8um?”t She 
appealed to the feelings of Hostings by informing him that she " went to the 
Nawah when his hour of death approached and asked him to wl.oso charge 
he left me. He replied—' Apply to Mr Hastings whenever you have occasion 
for assistance, he will befiiend you when I am no more and will comply with 
whatever you may desiie of him.’ She desired Hastings to cause the Nawah 
to dismiss Murteza Khan who was at that time the Minister, and to restore 
Mahomed Elich Khan and Mahomed Buslieree Khan to their old offices, and 
she added —“ By them the revenues will be collected and whatever sums are 
due to the English Chiefs I will cause to be paid out of the revenues. This 
I will strictly perform ”§ Hastings, who has been painted as a cruel tyrant, 
inflicting wanton injury on two helpless women, wrote a short minute on the 
letter in which he stated " All my present wish is that the orders of the 
Board may be such as may obviate or remove the discredit which the English 
name mny suffer by the oiercise or even the public appearance of oppression 
on a person of the Begum’s rank, character, and sex Had the Nawah chosen 
to have made use of the means witli which Ins own power alone supplied him 
to exact money from the Begum, his mother, this Government would have 
wanted a pretext to interfere in her behalf But as the representative of our 
Government has become an agent in this business, and has pledged the honour 
and faith of the Company for the punctual observance of the conditions under 
which it was concluded, we have a right to interfere, and justice demands it, 
if it shall appear that those engagements have been violated, and an injury 
offered to the Begum under the cover of the authority by which they were 
contracted. I am therefore of opinion and recommend that a letter be written 
by the Board to Mr Bristow commanding him to remonstrate to the Nawah 
against the seizure of the goods as his own original property, which he received 
from his mother in payment of the eleven lakhs stipulated to be so made, to 
insist on tho Nawab^s receiving them m payment, and that he either admit of 
the valuation which she has put upon them, or that he allow them to be 
approved by persons appointed for that purpose by both parties.” |1 The 
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majority however were less disposed to favour the cause of the Begum. 
Monson wrote She should be informed of the sums of money the lale 
Nawab owed this Government by treaty for services perfoimed, and which 
were not liquidated at Ins death, that she received tlie advantages of the 
Bohilla conquest, the plunder of those countnes being deposited with her, 
as she succeeded therefore to all the Nawab’s wealth it is just that she should 
discharge the demands duo for those services by which she is the principal 
gamer The Viziei’s estate lias not been divided according to the usual custom 
of Mahomedan princes The piesent dispute turns upon the value of goods, 
elephants, and camols I do not conceive, according to strict justice, these 
effects to be the Begum’s property; as I undeistand, w'omon can claim a right 
only to what is withm the zenana; but if it be a condition made by the Nawab 
with his mother that he should take these things in part of payment of the 
thirty lakhs, the value of them should be ascertained by arbitration ”« 

Francis stated that he was “ inclined to think with Colonel Monson that 
women can claim a right only to wliat is withm the zenana Tlie property 
being determined, the value, if disputed, maybe settled by aibitiation or public 
sale. I cannot conceive that she has the least right to interfere m the Nawab’s 
government. In a country where women aie not allowed a free agency m the 
most trifling domestic affairs it seems extraordinary that this lady should pre¬ 
sume to talk of appointing ministers and governing kingdoms ”t The Board 
resolved that tlie letter of the Begum should be sent to the Eesident and a full 
explanation of the matter demanded from him 

On the 3rd January 1776 Mr Bristow wrote to the Board stating that, from 
the evidence he could gather, the complaints regarding the violence of the scrvaigDad, 
of the Nawab were totally unfounded As to the complaint regarding 
valuation of the property, he wrote “I understand the late Vizier dcposited- 
the surplus of his revenues with the Begum, and having died mtestate, 
at least a will was never produced, though one is said to be secreted by th^ 
Begum, it loft a door open to the disputes which have happened, for accoi ding to 
the Koran and the usages of the country, the Nawab could claim an infinitely 
greater shaie than he has got It is beyond a doubt that she has money, for 
her principal eunuch brought mo a message one day, not as a matter of any 
secrecy or confidence, that the wealth the late Nawab had amassed was intended 
to supply an emergency I answered the Naw'ab could not well want it at a 
greatei one, and pressed her very earnestly to supply his necessary vi ants.” He 
added,—“The Begum had great influence in the late Vizier’s time On the 
Nawab Asoph-ul-Dowla’s accession he at once placed the sole management in the 
hands of Murtezeh Cawn, which disgusted both her and her adherents, particu¬ 
larly her eunuchs who have their views in keeping the wealth in the Begum’s 
possession The principal, Behar Ally Cawn, enjoys her entire confidence, and 
how far slio may be better affected to the English than the Nawab, I leave 
to the consideration of the lion’blo Board from the following fact On 
the conclusion of the treaty between the Company and the Nawab, the 
Begum blamed His Excellency very highly and insisted on his not ceding 
Benares, offering of herself a sum of money in lieu of it. The proposal was 
afterwards made to me by the Nawab, but I answered I was not authorized 
to accept an alternative, and that if he intended to have me represent the 
matter to the Hon’ble Board, he should give me lus instructions in writing 
and explain his sentiments himself to the Governor General, which he did 
not do.”+ 

In order that the Board should have a knowledp of “ the Begum’s sen¬ 
timents at the present juncture and of her temper,’ he enclosed her last letter 
to him. She wrote as follows “ You were a party in this affair and took 
from me the sum of 66 lakhs of rupees if you will cause the 66 lakhs of rupees 
to be lestored to me, then the coulnama will not be binding, and do not you 
tlien take any part in the affair, and then let Asoph-uI-Howla and M urtezeh 
Cawn in whatever manner they are able take sums of money from me. They 
will then see the consequences.”§ Mr. Bristow informed the Board that, “ while 
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the Begum complains of the Nawab and the Minister, she forgets the conduct 
of her own servants, who refuse to acknowledge the Nawab’s authority or to 
obey his decrees and boat his executire officers.'*^ Six months after the guarantee 
Mr Bristow informed the Begum that the Vizier proposed a plan which would 
put an end to all future disputes. " It was that she gave up her jagirs and 
received the value in money; for, as His Excellency observed, two rulers are too 
much for one country ” In December 1776, Mr Bristow wrote that the Vizier 
intended to level the forts of the zemindars and to reduce their power as much as 
possible ou account of their disobedience and disaffection. Hastings strongly 
remonstrated with the Nawab on his extravagance, the impolicy of his conduct, 
and earnestly advised him to dismiss from his presence the worthless favourites 
with which he was surrounded. To enforce his advice he plamly told him — 

“ The English if you do not follow it must break off their oonnection with you 
altogether ” But the Nawab was unmoved by the constant remonstrances of the 
Governor-General, and, when Hastings proceeded to Benares, policy and justice 
alike demanded that decisive steps should be taken to introduce order into the 
government of Oude. But no reform was possible until some measure was 
adopted which would enable the sovereign to hquidate his existing debts, 
Tie»tj(iiChuiiM and m order to aid him to do this Hastings consented to the first article 
bet» pen Hasting! pf ^he treaty proposed to him by the Nawab at Chunar. By this article 
Mi^dthe Viiier «i defence of Oude was to be left to one brigade, and the English oflBcers who 
had been appointed to command the Vizier’s corps were to be withdrawn. The 
Englishmen who had settled in Oude m various offices were also to leave the 
State. The Nawab on his part consented to separate his public from Ins 
private expenses, to fix the amount of the latter, to reform his army, 
to entrust the public treasury to Ins Minister under the inspection of 
the Bntiah Kesident. By the second article it was stipulated “That as 
great distress has arisen to the Nawab’s Government from the military 
power and dominion assumed by the jagirdars, he be permitted to resume 
such as he may find necessary, with a reserve that all such for the amount of 
whoso jagirs the Company are guarantees shall, in case of the resumption of 
their lands, he paid the amount of their net collections through the Resident m 
ready money The article stated that the resumption of the jagirs should be 
general, and Hastings pressed on the Vizier the necessity of resuming those held 
by lus worthless favourites The Nawab however was only anxious to resume 
those which were held by his mother. This Hastings opposed strenuously, and 
a vast number of jagirs were resumed. In consenting to the resumption of the 
Begum’s jagirs much criminality has been imputed to Hastings as their pos- 
session had been guaranteed by the English Government Lord Thurlow 
argued that the resumption of the jagirs on the payment of a proper equivalent 
was no breach of engagement “ The subjects of the first country in the world,” 
he said, “ are obliged on {ill public occasions to dispose of their property for an 
equivalent when the public good requires such a sacrifice, and in this case the 
experience of many years has proved the necessity of the measure ” Hastings 
justified bis action on the ground thut the rebellious conduct of the Begums was 
a sufficient reason for withdrawing our protection “ My Lords,” he said, “ at the 
time of my giving this consent I was, from the intelligence I had received, fully 
convinced of the Begums’ disaffection to our Government. It was not my 
opinion only, but it was the general rumour of the country, that she and 
her mmisters aided and supported Cheyt Sing in his rebellion That such 
was the general rumour and public opinion is evident from the affidavits 
already before Your Lordships, and, notwithstanding the ingenuity of the 
managers who laboured to explain away their meanings, they still contain and 
afford the most ample proof of the hostile intentions both of the Begum and 
her ministers towards our Government. But bad the continuation of this 
Session enabled me to enter into a detailed defence, I could have brought the 
most irresistible evidence to prove, not only the general rumour and opinion, 
but also that the Begum did, through her ministers, actually lend her assistance 
to our enemies.” 

Mill argues that the affidavits were worthless because the evidence was 
collected after Hastings had given bis consent to the resumption of the jagirs. 
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We however fiod that, on the 8th September, eleven days before the Treaty of 
Chunar was signed, Colonel Hannay wrote as follows “ This town (Fyzabad) 
has more the appearance of belonging to Cheyt Sing than the Vizier The 
Begums have placed guards to prevent any of my people going to the bazaar 
in it. Within these few dajs Shaik Ghaan, with near 1,000 horse and foot, 
has marched from hence to Benares (they were raised heie), and 1 must confess 
that for my own part I have no doubt but Jowar Ally Khau and Bahar 
Ally Khan, through their agents, stirred up all the disturbances which extend 
from hence to Zowey Azimgur 

In a subsequent letter written immediately afterwards. Colonel Hannay Awowtiow »g*urt 
writes; “ I have before told you how violently the Begum’s people inflame the 
present disturbances, and in addition to this the pnucipal Zemindars and Bajas 
have all certificates under the seal of Cheyt Sing that he will supply them 
with whatever money they may require for subsisting all the troops they can 
raise. In a very short time I apprehend the greatest part of the Nabob’s 
dominions will be m the state we are m here, and it is the general belief of 
every man m this part of the country that the conduct I have related is a 
concerted plan for the extirpation of the English. What may be the situa¬ 
tion of the rest of the Nabob’s dominions I know not, but it is most certain 
that from Goonda to Maujid, and from Fyzabad to Benares District, and across 
from the Gogra to the Ganges, the country is in the utmost ferment. Should 
the present disturbances proceed from a plan of pohoy, it will be concealed from 
you as much as possible, and therefore I take all possible means of communica¬ 
ting to you what I really know to be facts. I know not whether the d^ks pass 
freely fiom you to Lucknow, but if they do not, and no measure is immediately 
taken to bring about order and draw the troops together, we may he deprived 
of all possible means of assisting one another, and the army lost by detached 
regiments, we have no communications with Bengal, and the troops on tins 
side Benares are at present too much separated to yield one another timely 
assistance I hope to God a sufficient force is ordered tor the reduction of 
Cheyt Sing for the people who are daily sent to hm, horse and Joot, from 
Fyzabad and the seat of rebellion I have before named is very great ” In his 
next letter dated the 13th he says. “ It is impossible in the general insurrec¬ 
tion which now reigns almost universally for me to get the force together the 
Nabob demanded, or to force my way to you without a loss The greatest 
anarchy prevails—the present insurrection is said and believed to bo with an 
intention to expel the English. ”t He subsequently wrote “ I have already 
and repeatedly informed you of the dispositions of those m favour in Fyzabad, 
which has in fact been one of the great sources of the insurrection and tlie 
place of all others in the Vizier’s dominions which has supplied Cheyt Sing 
with the greatest number of troops. The old Bogum does in the most open 
and violent manner support Cheyt Sing’s rebellion and the insurrection, and 
the Nabob’s mother’s accursed eunuchs are not less industrious than those of 
the Bunack Begum Capital examples made of Jawar Ally Khan and Bahar 
Ally Khan woifld, I am persuaded, have tho very best effects 

The statements made by Colonel Hannay were oorroborated by Captain 
Williams, who wrote '* Saadit Ally and the Begums are coucerned deeply m 
the late business.” Mill regards it as a most suspicious circumstance that 
these accusations were brought by Colonel Hannay and his officers “ who 
were deeply interested m finding for the disturbance of the country which they 
ruled a cause different from their own malversations ” But the accusations 
made by the Colonel were confirmed by the Resident who wrote “ The truth of 
these positions I found most fully proved upon my return, hut observed m par¬ 
ticular that the most vigoi*oU8 efforts were limited to the jagirdars among whom 
the Begum, Fyzullah Khan, and Luttaffut Ally Khau distinguished them¬ 
selves ” The jagirdars were powerful noblemen who by the support of armed 
retainers were able to defy the power of the State. Among them none pos- 
sessd greater power than the Bhow Begum, “ whose power,” as the Resident 
wrote, ” 18 rendered the more pernicious and dangerous, first from its being 
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wholly delegated to her servants, who have their own views of ambition and 
interest to answer, and in the nest place from the reluctance with which the 
ministers, and even the Nawab himself, interfere with any concerns of the 
Begum ” He added—“ From these two circumstances, strengthened by the 
immense wealth in her possession, also intrusted to her two chief eunnohs, 
Bahar and Jowar Ally Khan, and her unreasonable expectations of support 
from the English Government, of all which she and her servants avail them¬ 
selves to the utmost, she is become one of the most serious internal evils that 
among others seems to bid fair to give great disturbance to this country.”* * * § 
The Bhow Begum was described by the Resident as a woman of uncommonly 
violent temper. “Heath and destruction is the least menace she denounces 
upon the most trifling opposition to her caprice By her own conduct, and 
that of all her agents and dependants during the Benares troubles, it may with 
truth and justice be affirmed, she forfeited every claim she had to the protection 
of the English Government, as she evidently, and, it is confidently said, 
avowedly espoused the cause of Raja Cheyt Smg, and umted in the idea 
and plan of a general extirpation of their race and power m Hindo8tan.”t 
Burke argued tlmt these charges were brought agamst the Begum by Mid¬ 
dleton, the Resident, to justify spoliation, but it is difficult to believe that every 
European officer employed in Oude conspired to slander the Begum and that a 
large number of witnesses perjured themselves to screen Hastings. | Hastings 
himself was thoroughly convinced of the rebellious conduct of the Begums § 
acting through their agents, and he considered their conduct terminated the 
guarantee given them by the English. “ My Lords,” he said in his defence, “ I 
believe there is no state in the world that considers a guarantee made in favour 
of another state bindmg any longer than whilst they continue in arms with 
each other. The first hostile act of the party guaranteed is, and must he, a 
sufficient reason for withdrawing protection.’^’ To Hastings the resumption of 
the ;|agir8 was not only a measure of sound policy but also just. He likewise 
considered it both impolitic and unjust to leave the Begums in the possession of 
a large amount of treasure. He wrote to the Board. “ It may be, necessary 
in this place to inform you that in addition to the former resolution of 
resuming the Begum’s jagir, the Nawab had declared his resolution of 
reclaiming all the treasures of his family which were in their possession, and 
to which, by the Muhammadan laws, he was entitled This resolution 1 have 
strenuously encouraged and supported, not so much for the reasons assigned 
by the Nawab as because I think it equally unjust and impolitic that they 
should be allowed to retain the means of which they have already made so 
pernicious a use by exciting disturbances m the country and a revolt against the 
Nawab, their sovereign. I am not too sanguine in my expectations of the 
result of these proceedings, but have required and received the Nawab’s 
promise that, whatever acquisition shall be obtained from the issue of 
them, it shall be primarily applied to the discharge of the balance actu¬ 
ally due from him to the Company,”(| The frankness of the last sentence 
reveals the existence of a force which influenced Hastings, The pressing 
need to recruit an exhausted treasury by the recovery of the Nawab’s debt 
may have led him to be more rigorous towards the Begums than he would 
otherwise have been. But of their guilt he was thoroughly convinced. And 

* Secret Select Committee’i Prooeedingi, lEtb Jane 198S, Tol III, pi^ 61 
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J ‘‘The notenety of tbo rebellion of tbeBe^mwuitiah (bet one of the witneeaee »t Tour LoHahipa’ b«r—Oeptein 
Wade I think—on being naked by n mnnager t( be waaapplied to, to makean aflldarit, aaid, that if any one in India bad 
called upon him for aucb a purpose he should liavc tbonght they were joking” (Lord Thuriow) 

§ On the Slat February 1788 Haatings wrote to a friend* " On the revolt of Cheyt Sing ihe and the old Begum 
Shu]a OowWs mother, raised troopg, cans^ levies to be made for Ohayt Sing, excited all the eemindara of Oorrtkpnr 
and Dnrcech to rebeilion, cut off msuy parties of sepoys, and the piuwipsl Anmnl sod a favourite of the younger Begun 
openly oppoaed and attacked Colonel Gordon, one of oar ofiieen itatiimed in the neighbourhood Let this be an answer 
to the men of virtue who may exclaim against oar breech of faith and the mhamanity of declaring war against 
widows, pr ncessei of high rank, and defeuceleM old women. These old women bod very nigh effected our destrncUon ” 
Memoir of Warren Hostings, by Oleig, Vol I, psge 46$ 
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be is supposed to be worth half a miUion of money, and no wonder wmo it is considered that for a conildersble 
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if the evidence of some actors in these events, and of many who must have 
known about them at first-hand, is to outweigh the presumptions and diatribes 
of hi8 enemies, he had solid foundation for his belief 

In order to recover the treasure the Nawab and bis Ministers had to adopt 
severe measures towards the two eunuchs who had the chief influence over the 
Begums. The cruelty practised by the Nawab and his servants has been greatly 
exaggerated, but it was sufficient to have justified the interference of the 
Eeadent. To have countenanced it by transmitting the orders of the Vizier 
was a grave offence. But for what took place Hastings at Calcutta cannot 
be held responsible He ordered the Eesident not to permit any negotiation or 
forbearance, but there is a wide gulf between legitimate seventy and cruelty 

At Chunar, surrounded by armed rebels and almost m their hands, Hastings Ne«oh«tioi,. with 
with calm self-possession arranged and negotiated treaties with Smdia and the and thi Raj» 
Raja of Berar. On the 29th of October 1781 he wrote to the Council — 

“ I lose not an instant in transmitting to you a copy ot a letter which I have 
received from Colonel Muii conveying to me the agreeable account of his 
having concluded a peace with Mahadaji Sindia and m congratulating you most 
heartily on this happy event ”* Soon afterwards he transmitted to them 
copies of his instructions to Mr. Anderson, our envoy at the court of Smdia. 

He desired Mr Anderson to “ obtain through the mediation of Smdia a treaty of 
peace and alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Peshwa, against all common 
enemies, but especially against Hyder Ali Cawn, or of peace simply on the 
condition of restoring all that we have acquired during the war except Ahmad- 
ahad, and the territory conquered for Putty Sing Gaekwar ” To bring the 
war with the Mahrattas to a close, Hastings was wUling to sacrifice every foot 
of ground gained from them for ourselves not exceptmg Bassein. “ Reserve 
Bassein if you can. But do not insist on the reservation of Bassem to the 
hindrance of peace” He was not willing, however, to purchase peace at 
the price of honour “ You may consent to yield what is ours,” he wrote, 

“and what we can in honour grant, but we will never suffer our treaties 
to he infringed, nor our faith to be violated.”-! Smdia could not get the 
Peshwa to agree to an offensive and defensive alliance. The object of the 
great Mahratta minister Nana Padnavis was by promising m turn each of the 
combatants his support to gam from the English Salsette, and from Hyder the 
temtones south of the Nerbudda The operations against Hyder Ali had, 
owing to the incapacity of the Madras Government, not been so successful as 
to inspire the Mahrattas with a belief in our ultimate success. 

When the news reached the Council of the perils and misfortunes whioh E>reCooteprooe.d» 
beset Madras, Hastings implored Sir Eyre Coote, who was Commander-in- M»drai. 

Chief in India and a member of the Supreme Council, "to stand forth and vindi¬ 
cate in his own person the rights and honours of the British arms”!: The 
gallant General was stricken in years and suffering from bad health, but be 
obeyed the summons to the scene of his early glory He arrived at Madras 


time he wm Anmul, of renter of nearly half the provmoe of Ondh The Nawab watches with care for hi* succeasion 
which by the Eaetem coatom bolone* to him With all hii affluence Almaa iibutailave, now nearly iu his dotage, 
though formerly an active and intngumg courtier ” Lord Valentia also wutes ‘‘ Almas the ounach piud me a visit 
be IS held here in much considoration from the pioimncnt part be has horae in politics, fiom having once held as 
Anmul above half the Province of Oudh and from hii odneeqnently great riches When Lord Wellesley was hers 
he was very aniioiu for the hoBonr of a visit from Hla Excellency, who at length complied, in order to conuliate 
a person whose vast property still gave him a great influence in Oudh Ho was notorious for hii rigid stnotness in 
exacting his duee, and is suppoeed to have in his poieoisioo at least half a crore " Voyagei and Travels by Georgs 
Viscount Valontia, pages 186 and 141, Vol I 

Eyre Coote was, at the epeoinl request of George HI, invested by the Mawab ot Arcot with the Order of the Bath 
Oeorire III wrote from Weymouth to the Nawab as follows "Having thought proper to bestow a high mark of Our 
approbation on two of Our sBbjoflta, whose conduct We hope will have rendered them worths of your esteem, We 
cannot add to tho dignity of conferring those honours on diem more than by dosinng you will repioscnt Our person 
upon this solemn occasion, and that you will perform those functions for Us which We always [icrform ourselves when 
the circumstances will admit Our Intention bemg to confer the Order of the Bath, one uf Our miMt honourable marks 
of distinction, on Our trusty and well beloved Sir John Lindsay, Euight, Ownraander in Chief of Our ships ami 
vessels m the East Indies, and of the marine force of Our United Company of Merchaiite trading to and m those 
parte and an Our trusty and well belovsd Eyre Coote, Esq, Major-General ef Our forces in the East Indies and 
^mmaiider in Chief of all the said Company’s military force thern We have direct ri the said Sir John Lindsay to 
deliver to you this letter, with tho Eneigne of tho Order, end to learn from you the time when it may be most agree¬ 
able to you to perform this ceremony, as well as to make known to you the natuio and manner of bestowing those 
honours upon him end the eaid Eyre Coote, and so repeating Ok wishei for yonrfebcity We bid yon heartily farewell 
Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 8nd October 1776, Vol II, page 487 
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on the 5tb of November accompanied by a small European force. On the lOtb 
he wrote to the Board announcing to them that the painful intelligence of the 
fall of Aroot Bad been confirmed by the arrival of the officers and soldiers 
who had capitulated. “The accounts they give of the strength, good order, 
bravery, and activity of Hyder’s army are truly alarming. His approaches at 
the siege were earned on with all that regularity as if superintended by the 
most skillful engineers, and his artillery at the same time is numerous and 
so well served as repeatedly to have dismounted our guns on the batteries 
Sir Eyre Coote was furnished with orders for the suspension of Mr Whitehill, 
the Governor of Madras, which he executed with considerable tact. Mr. Smith, 
the senior member of Council, succeeded to the Government of Fort St George, 
and the new administration mvested Sir Eyre Coote with the sole direction of 
Difficulties of Evte tJiQ ^ar. His foFce however was neither sufficient nor m so prepared a state 
as to be equal to the undertaking of attacking Hyder m the very formidable 
forts which he occupied. The field artillery retjuisite for the service was not in 
readiness The draft cattle, besides being deficient in numbers, were too weak 
to drag the guns. Provisions could not be had five miles beyond Madras f It 
was not till the 1st of .January that Eyre Coote was able to take the field, and 
on the 21st he wrote to the Government of Madras announcing that “ to the 
utter honour of the officers and men composing this detachment, the Fort of 
Carangoly was taken, and in a manner which redounds much to the credit of 
their bravery He added— 

Capture of Fort « After eongralulatjng yon on this fortunate event, I must indulge myself with reciting 

Carangoly particulars as well, because I know it will prove acceptable to you to read, as that 

it IS a justice I owe, on every account, to the officers and men of the detachment whose gnllatit 
conduct 18 highly deserving a place upon record The detachment arrived at the barrier gate 
of the Pottah this morning at hail.past 6 o'clock, when they were challenged by two sentries 
who disehaiged their pieces and letired In two or three minutes the gate was forced, and 
our troops immediately proceeded to the gates of the fort with a Iwelvp-ponnder dragged by 
lascai8 before them Captain Davis sent two or thiee of the village people to the crest of 
the glacis with an offer of cowl to the gainson if they suneiider In the meantime he was 
advancing towards the gate>way IVhen the twelve-pounder had got as far as the outer barrier 
the whole garrison appeared drawn up on the ramparts and traverses of the gates They 
then began to dre, and the gun was with much difficulty run against the gate which, on the 
second shot, gave way so much as to adroit tlie men one by one, a second gate which bad 
been lately hung, was in about a quaiter of an hour opened A third gate also now presented 
itself, when the gun was brought up to, with much laboui on removing the first gate out of 
its way at the fiist dtschaige, this also was burst open, when the troops entered and took 
possession, whilst the bulk of the besieged made ibeir escape by ladders on the opposite side, 
boring the whole of this transaction the detachment were exposed to a constant fire of mus¬ 
ketry from the ramparts and upper work of the fort 

walhlfd Penns- Hyder was at this time engaged in the investment of five different for- 
coil tresses commanded by English officers—Ambur, Vellore, Wandewash, Perma- 

coil, and Ohingleput. The first of these had unfortunately been forced to 
surrender before Eyre Coote took the field. After relieving Chingleput and 
capturing Carangoly, the Commander-m-Chief marched to Wandewash, which he 
reached on the 24ith “ and had the satisfaction to find that the enemy had raised 
tho siege two days before.” § From Wandewash he proceeded towards Perma- 
coil, the siege of which the enemy on hearing of his approach had also raised 
lie had however marched only three miles when he received letters informing 
him that the French fleet consisting of seven ships of the line and three frigates 
had appeared off Madras “ As I had every reason to apprehend they must 
have brought troops and that they would land them and would, with the forces 
of Hyder, have laid siege to Madras, the security of which being the grand 
national object, I resolved to move towards its protection. "H On further intelli¬ 
gence that the French fleet had sailed to Pondicherry, Eyre Coote resolved at 
all risks to move there, and within a few days his army was encamped on 
the Red Hills of Pondicherry with its front towards Arcot. Up to this time 
he bad not been able to obtain any certain information whether there was any 

* Secret Seleot romiiiitWe Proecedinita 14th December 1780. Vol H. pege 747 
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considerable force in Pondicherry, and he resolved to send a party to bring 
him intelligence. He accordingly despatched a detachment of cavalry which 
returned and informed him that there did not appear to he any force m the 
town. The next day he sent a detachment, who destroyed the boats that sup¬ 
plied the French fleet with provisions and water, and spiked the guns But 
not a grain of rice nor anv other article of provision for the army could be 
jirocured. “ In the hope,’ writes Eyre Ooote, “ that by my personal presence 
something effectual might be done towards obtaining supplies, I set out for 
Pondichery the 7th, about 8 a m , on horseback, and I had but just entered 
the bound hedge when I received a note express trom camp informing me 
that Hyder with his whole army was in sight, mstantly upon the receipt of 
(Ins intelligence I sent orders to the detachment m Pondicheriy to join the 
army, mam body, with all expedition and returned myself to camp.”* 

Eyre Coote, perceiving that Hyder was moving in great force to the south- Relief of Cuddtlor*. 
ward with the intention, no doubt, of attacking Cuddalore, immediately struck 
Ills camp, and maiched to its relief The army of Hyder quickly followed, and 
having overtaken the English force opened a heavy cannonade. “As their 
cannon injured us so little, and as my object was to reach Cuddalore before them, 

I did not allow it much to impede my march, and what few shot we fired, by the 
accounts of deserters, killed and wounded many more than we lost, which, 
considering that they cannonaded us about three houis, were very few indeed. 

The quantity of ammunition which they expended that night must have been 
very considerable, they threw rockets at every part of the line until we entered 
the bound hedge of this place ”t Arrived at Cuddalore, Coote found liis situation 
critical m the extreme, for “there was only nco enough for one day’s subsist¬ 
ence for the fighting men of the army The alarming prospect which this 
presented me with, produced feelings which are much easier to be imagined 
than described I saw in the fall of this handful of men the destruction of the 
English interest in India • • * • * • What to determine m a situation so 
ciitical, so difficult, and in its consequences so important, I confess was a 
question which I dreaded the decision of Ho lesolved to offer them battle. 

Leaving his camp and followers under the walls of the fort he drew up his 
army in a wide plain But the enemy refused the challenge, and all attempts 
to draw them to an action having proved fruitless, on the fourth day Eyre Coote 
returned to his encampment. His anxiety was leheved by seeing on the 
afternoon of the same day the French fleet set sail and steer a course to clear 
the Bay On the 17th he had the satisfaction of watching thence yessels from 
Madras come to an anchor. He writes — 

"By this time the iDliabitants of the town were next tosiaiviug, some absolutely bad 
died for want, and two days more would have completed the melancholy scene, as the troops 
also must then have been without a gram to eat I bad by the aid of Mr Dsniel made a 
small provision to have enabled me to act in this last extremity, and which was about three 
days’ nee I bad with inconceivable laboui got together And with which at a hazard dictated 
by a regard fori he public, an unwiiliiigness to subject the credit of the British arms to a 
disgrace whioli from their situation appeared to be inevitable, and a desire, if possible, to 
extricate our affairs from the distress in which they arc involved, I determined to force my 
way at all risks into the Tanjore country, as the only place with three dajs’ provisions 1 had 
the least chance of attaining and subsisting the army m The same motives which dictated 
this daring undertaking—now our distress for provisions are greatly removed—induce me to 
continue in my station here, until I can reinforce the army by drafts from the southward, for 
winch purpose I have sent some vessels to Nagore to receive on board as many sepoys fiom 
the Tanjore corps as can he embarked and landed here. The situation of the enemy's army 
rendering it altogther impracticable to bung them by land, at any rate too dangerous for me 
in piudence to think of it My armv, originally small, stands greatly in need of an augment¬ 
ation, having been coDsidei ably weakened by the respectable garrison left in^ Caraugoly, and 
by deaths, desertions, and the othei casualties incident to the mihtanr service "§ 

For the next four months the English army remained stationary, owing Attack oi Cbiilma. 
to the want of provisions and the necessary equipment On the I4th of ™”' 

June a small reinforcement of troops from Bombay reached Eyre Coote, and 
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on the 18th, with four battalions of sepoys and eight pieces of ordnance under 
his immediate direction, he attacked the fortified temple of Chillumbrum. 
The assault was vigorous, but the sepoys were beaten back with serious loss. 
The next morning Eyre Ooote intended to renew the attack with lus scanty 
Europeans, but bearing how strongly the enemy were fortified he withdrew his 
force and, after five days’ marching, encamped at the village ot Porto Novo 
situated on the river Yellaar close to the sea On the 24>th Admiral Sir Edward 
Hughes arrived from Madras and was visited by the General It was resolved 
by them that the united effoits of the fleet and the army should he directed to 
the speedy capture of Chillumbrum, and orders were issued for landmg the 
battering train But no sooner bad Eyre Coote returned to camp than tidings 
reached him of the presence of Hyder’s whole army within a distance of a few 
miles. “The grounds they occupied, naturally strong and commanding, were 
rendered much more formidable by most of the spots that would admit of it 
to advantage being strengthened with front and flanking batteries erected with 
judgment and despatch by Hyder Ally’s corps appropriated for such services 
Large bodies of cavalry, who had from our arrival at Porto Novo hovered 
round our camp, rendered it impracticable for even a single bircarrah to 
return with any intelligence to be depended on of either the strength or posi¬ 
tion of the enemy’s batteries. Our grand guard and other outposts were 
absolutely the boundary and united extent of our knowledge respecting the 
enemy.’’* 

Buttle of The English General had then to choose between a march to seek a battle, 

Poito Noro and to remain dependent for his supplies on the sea He called a council of war 
It was determined to abandon the preparations fora siege, to embark the batter¬ 
ing guns, and with four days' rice on the soldiers’ backs to strike for victory 
The ships were to keep near the coast to embark the troops in case of disaster 
At daybreak, on the Ist of July, the English troops were in motion and soon 
reached an open plain. Einding it covered with the cavalry of the enemy they 
formed m two lines and proceeded in order of battle They bad not advanced 
above a mile when the enemy’s battenes were discovered lying exactly on the 
road of march. Then Eyre Coote, whose coolness never failed him and whose 
mihtary judgment seldom was at fault, halted the army for near an hour to 
survey the situation. “ It was necessary,” he wrote, “ to explore, if possible, the 
ground on our right, in hopes of its admittmg to advance from that point, by 
which we should avoid the enemy’s direct fire from their batteries, and have 
a chance by gaming the left of their posts to turn or other ways command 
them. The principal force of their army was drawn up m the rear of their works, 
extending further on the plain than either eye or horizon could com¬ 
mand, with large bodies of cavalry in every direction, and their rockets were 
thrown m numbers to impede and harass our movements, During this inter¬ 
val of unavoidable inaction, th^)roughly to examine their position, we were 
obliged to suffer a warm cannonade. Their guns were well served and did execu¬ 
tion , we could not afford to throw away any shot to answer them, having 
occasion for every round we had for more decisive Bervico.”t 

After mature deliberation Sir Eyre Coote determined to move to the nght 
to the eMtward of a range of sand-hflls which followed the direction of the coast 
at the distance of eleven hundred yards from the sea After moving in that 
direction for some little distance an opening in the range was discovered through 
which a practicable road had been made by Hyder " for the purpose of draw¬ 
ing his guns to a large redoubt about half a mile from the sea. The work 
was far advanced, and required hut another day to complete it,{ through it 
we proceeded towards the field; his guns which were under cover, and his 
artillery uncovered in Ime, galled us considerably as we advanced, hut a quick 

• Secret Select Commlttee’i Proceedinge, 7th Septenbef 17S1, Vol ill, page 790 
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and forward moyement seemed absolutely necessary.”* After the pass had been 
forced the General again developed his troops in order of battle. “ The minute 
was cntical. I had gained the flank of the enemy’s batteries, waited ■with 
impatience under a heavy fire of cannon till I had ascertained that the heights 
in my rear were possessed by the second line, then instantly moved on with the 
first as far as order and an advancing fire of artillery on our side would per- 
mit.”t The enemy’s hattenes quickly retired to their lines Jlere the conflict 
was maintained for many hoars with singular obstinacy. "The bravery of 
our troops at length earned the point, and tlie first line forced the enemy’s 
infantry, artillery, and their cavalry to give way, obliging them to seek for 
safety by a retreat.” { To the gallantry of our native troops the General 
paid a handsome tribute. "The spmted behaviour,” he wrote, "of our sepoy 
troops did them the greatest credit, no Europeans could be steadier, they were 
emulous of bemg foremost on every service it was necessary to undertake ”§ 

The advantage of halting till the second line had taken up thoir position on 
the sand-hill was made manifest during tlie engagement Eyre Coote writes — 
“ The second line obstinately disputed and with success an attack meditated on 
my rear by mauy battalions of infantry with tlieir guns and a very large 
body of cavalry The different efforts made to force and charge the rear corps 
of the second line were all repulsed, the heights disputed carried and kept 
possession of, by which the advancing corps were left at liberty to push the 
enemy in front advantageously The possessing the heiglits also prevented 
their proceeding towards the sea to attempt our baggage, it was from thence 
covered in perfect security and unmolested ”1) Owing to the want of cavalry 
the English were unable to take complete advantage of the victory, but as 
Eyre Coote remarked — 

" Considering the trying situation this army is in, destitute of most of thr common 
resources for carrying on service, weak draft and hardly any carnage cattle (our gnns m the 
face of the enemy's heaviest fire were through deep sand obliged to be drawn a full miie by 
the soldiers), no provisions but from day to day, pay considerably in arreais, the principal 
part of the Carnatic and its capital in the possession of the enemy, oui armies in different 
parts of Indu having also unfortunately received checks, an enemy in great foice to deal 
with, whose rapid success has strengthened bis cause with the natives to an alarming degree, 
uo proper foice of cavaliy on our side, and not half carnage sufScient foi our wouuded and 
Kick Tbeee things considered, I think I may venture to eay that faiily to beat Hyder on his 
chosen fortified ground was as much as could be expected "f 

The consequences of the victory proved highly important. Hyder aban¬ 
doned his design on the southern provinces: Tippoo raised the siege of Wande* 
wash, and both retired with the whole of their army to the neighbourhood of 
Arcot The Bengal brigade under the skilful guidance of Colonel Pearse was 
marching along the coast and shortly after the battle of Porto Novo it reached 
Pulicat, an inlet of the sea, distant about thirty miles from Madras Hyder 
detached Tippoo to intercept him, but Coote, with a ■wretched equipment and a 
small force daily diminishing from sickness, marched ono hundred and fifty miles 
and formed a lunction with the relieving force The reinforcement added greatly 
to his numerical strength, but it was not accompanied by the number of draught 
oxen requisite to drag the guns and convey the provisions. For want of trans¬ 
port Coote could not attempt the two main objects of the campaign—-the relief 
of Vellore and the siege of Arcot Hyder bad now marched the whole of his army 
to oppose his return and taken up his position on the field where exactly a 
twelvemonth before he had defeated Baillie’s detachment. The astrologers 
assured him it was a lucky spot and a lucky day. On the 26tli of August, with 
rice sufficient for a few days earned on the backs of the men, Eyre Coote march- 
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ed once more to fight Hyder on the ground selected by himself, Tlie result 
of the battle was doubtful, and both parties claimed the Tiotory by firing a 
salute The next month, however, Byre Coote again engaged Hyder at Solin- 
ghur and totally defeated him. Aher relieving Vellore, the English array was 
compelled, from the bursting of the monsoon and want of food, to enter into 
cantonments near Madras. Thus closed a campaign signalised by many 
combats won by a handful of veterans whose courage responding to their 
General’s genius had baffled all the plans of Hyder. 

Months of toil and combat had completely shattered the health of Byre 
Coote He wrote to the Board “With respect to myself, my state of health 
18 so bad that for these sixteen days past I have been m a manner confined 
to my bed, and such is the nature of my indisposition, and so much is my 
constitution impaired by the fatigues and anxieties which I have undergone 
in one of the severest campaigns I have ever served, now about thirteen months, 
that I have little hopes given me of recovery but by a retmement from busi¬ 
ness It 18 my intention, therefore, to embrace the first favourable oppor¬ 
tunity of returning to Bengal for the re-estabhshment of my health ”• The 
grave tidings that reached him from Vellore however led him to abandon his in¬ 
tention and to incur all risks to relieve it On the 2nd of January he placed 
himself at the head of the army, on the 6th he was found senseless m his tent 
smitten by a stroke of apoplexy “ For nearly two hours, during which little hope 
was entertained of hia recovery, the despondency painted on every countenance, 
and particularly on those of the native troops, whose attachment and confidence 
exceeded the bounds of human veneration, and who could with difficulty be 
restrained from transgressing the limits of decorum to satisfy their anxiety, 
presented altogether a scene of mournful interests Expresses to Madras ex¬ 
cited a corresponding degree of apprehension • an earnest entreaty from the 
Government urged his immediate return, ‘ for the preservation of a life so 
valuable to the State,’ and Colonel Lang was ordered to take eventual charge 
of the army. While the Government waited with impatience for the return 
of the General, intelligence was brought that he bad marched on the next 
morning for the relief of Vellore, so far recovered as to admit of his being 
earned in a palanquin.”! 

Relief of Nothing of importance occurred till the 9th, when the army of Hyder ap- 

Yeilore peared m great force posted on the other side of the river Poonyr. On Coote cross¬ 

ing the stream the enemy struck their camp and marched away, but next day 
they appeared again just as the convoy was passing a swamp which had to 
be crossed. “ The attacking our baggage and convoy for Vellore was apparently 
their grand object, and the guarding this, not to be repaired, often required the 
utmost circumspection. They made their attack supported by a number of heavy 
guns cannonading at a great distance, just at this time, the first line had 
crossed a deep morass which impeded both our train, rice carts, and bullocks very 
much The different brigades were immediately ordered to be posted so as 
to keep the enemy in check on all sides while our convoy passed the bad 
ground The whole got over safe and was secured at the head of our lines ”t 
That evening the English army halted four miles off Vellore and the nexl 
morning encamped beneath its walls. “ The provisions and stores to be deposited 
in the garrison will be lodged there this afternoon, and as the object of our 
march is now happily completed, I shall set off on my return to-morrow 
morning The spirit of the troops m this service does them the greatest honour. 
This is the day the commandmg officer of Vellore acquaint^ both Govern¬ 
ment and me that it was absolutely necessary to be relieved, that he could not 
bold out an hour longer.”§ Having relieved the garrison, Eyre Coote began 
his return march to Madras. When he reached morass be again found 
Hyder in full force prepared to dispute his passage. He tried “ by a quick 
movement as his heavy and numerous tram of artillery would permit to get 
near enough our rear corps, cannonade them advantageously before they were 
clear of the bad ground, and also to annoy our last line while they were posted 
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to cover the rear. His 24 and IS-pounders, commanding a much more consi¬ 
derable distance than our light G*s and 12’s, gives him an opportunity of attempt¬ 
ing these distant cannonades with an idea of some success, and Hyder always 
takes care to be certain that, there is impeding or impassable ground between 
his array and ouia • thus he is always sure ot its being optional with him to 
draw off hia guns in safety before our army can act ottcusively to advantage 
Our troops sustained a heavy cannonade for thioo hours, happily with little loss 
The instant the rear and baggage had crossed the morass, 1 posted my baggage 
and stores close to an adjoining hill, leaving for their protection a stiong corps 
with fourteen 6 and 3-pounders, and pushed on the array over high ground by 
the nearest possible route for the enemy’s mam body and guns. I moved off 
from the left lines, in column fiist, and, as the giouud opened suflieiently for 
forming, marched on in line of battle Tins w as about four m the after noon As 
soon as our army was near enough to do execution, we opened an advancing fire 
of artillery from all parts, and Lad the mortification to see the enemy precipi¬ 
tately draw off I terra it a mortification, for if llyder would have stood and 
risked the chance of war tor one hour, his army would, in all probability, have 
been destroyed, such is the ardour and power of the handful of veterans I have 
the honour of commanding, but truly distressing our situation for the want of 
proper magazines, means of field subsistence and carriage for it ”* 

Three days afterwards Hyder again appeared m full foice with an apparent 
intention of offering battle The invitation was not declined, but after many 
hours spent m manoeuvres intended to force an engagement; the English army 
continued its march On reaching Fort St George Eyre Coote complained 
bitterly of the negligence of the Madras Government m not turnishing him 
with supplies and transport. He wrote—“ 1 can have no dependence on the 
aimies being found msucb a manner as to enable me to conduct it to such 
operations as would produce the most permanent advantages and do that 
justice which my zeal for the interests of the Company and honour of the 
British arms prompts me to. I must resign the task and leave it to the exe¬ 
cution of some one whose health and abilities may be better calculated to 
surmount those difficulties which I can no longer, m a due regaid to the 
cause of the public and my honour and reputation as a soldier, protend to 
contend against ”t 

In October 1781 the President of Fort Marlborough addressed a letter to 
Lord Macartney congratulating him on his accession to the Government of 
Madras and suggesting the capture of the Dutch settlements lie wrote— 
“ The invasion of the Carnatic by Hyder I fear has prevented a total conquest 
of Dutch India. Their settlements, my lord, would have been as easily 
wrested from them as the Portuguese were formerly by this nation Their 
forts to the eastward generally consist of a square with tour bastions, 
without any modem works Their garrisons chiefly of a motley tribe, without 
discipline, without clothing, and very little pay. Their officers without 
practice, generally the scum of the people, exceedingly ignorant, and dead to 
every feeling excepting to that of smoking and sophi drinking, and so great is 
the economy of their Government that scarce a garnson has a corps of more 
than five or six officers—many two. I confine this account to the eastern 
settlements. Two ships of the line with tno fngates and 600 land foices would 
have commanded terms to any garrison, excepting Batavia. Their government 
IS everywhere abhorred by the country people, and I am persuaded the appear¬ 
ance of ships alone, at some settlements, would occasion a revolt My lord, 
a detachment of such a squadron during the height of the monsoon would 
answer two purposes, not only distressing the enemy, but recruiting your own 
strength, for, as Dutch soldiers consist generally of Germans, they would all 
enlist under your colours, and I am persuaded if Sir Edward Hughes would 
send this small squadron to Batavia roads, he would soon man Ins fleet 
Lord Macartney contrary to the advice of Sir Byre Coote adopted the sugges- 
tion of his correspondent and equipped an expedition from Tanjore and Madras 
which was commanded by Sir Hector Munro. Nogapatam, the principal settle- 
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c»pture of ment of the Dutch ou the Coromandal Coast, was captured in November, and two 

TriBcomiue*"'^ months after Trmcomalee the finest harbour in Ceylon was also taken from 

them 

FirrtNaTaUckion Admiral Hughes anchored at Madras after the capture 

of Trmcomalee, a French fleet, consisting of twelve ships of the line and 
eighteen others under the command of Admiral Suffrein, icached the coast 
On the 16th they came m sight of Madras. The English fleet had consisted of 
SIX ships of the line, but the day after its return it bad been fortunately 
reinforced by three ships from England The French Admiral hoped to destroy 
the English squadron m the roads of Fort St George, but finding it more 
numerous than he expected, he “hauled away to the southward ” * The 
English fleet in spite of the disparity m numbers followed without hesitation. 
The day was spent in an exciting chase after the transpoits. The next morn¬ 
ing the English admiial made the signal to form in line of battle But it 
was late m the afternoon before “ the action became general from our centre 
to our rear, the commanding ship of the enemy with three otlieis of thoir 
second lino leading down on our centre, yet never at any time during the 
action advancing further than opposite to the Superb’s (our centre ship) 
chestree and beam, and we having little or no wind and some heavy ram dunng 
that time ” t 

“Under those circumstances the enemy brought eight of their best ships 
to the attack of five of ours as the van of our line, consisting of the Monmouth^ 
Eaglet Burfoid, and Worcester, could not be brought into action without 
tacking on the enemy, and although the signal for that purpose was at the 
mast-head ready for hoisting, there was neither wind sufficient to enable them 
to tack, nor for the five ships then engaged with the enemy, liard pressed, and 
much disabled m their sails and rigging, to follow them, without an almost 
ceitainty of separating our van from our rear At six in the afternoon a squall 
of wind from tlie south-east took our ships and paid thorn round head on to 
the enemy to the north-eastward, when the engagement was renewed with 
great spirit and alacrity from our starboard guns, and at twenty-five minutes 
jiast SIX the enemy hauled on their wind to the north-east and ceased firing ” ^ 

The anxiety of the Board was greatly relieved by receipt of the admiral’s 
despatch, “and deeming the advantages gained by our slii[>s in taking the 
Ij/iurislon and rescuing a number of prizes captuied by the enemy, and in 
silencing their fire after an action of tw’o hours and a half undei a great dis¬ 
parity of numbers as equal to a victory, ordeied that a general discharge of 
the artillery m the garrison of Fort William be made to-morrow morning m 
commemoration of this event ” § The Council also wrote a letter of the 
waimest congratulations to Sir Edward Hughes They stated—" In a word, we 
regard your action with the French fleet as the cnsis of our fate in the 
Carnatic, and in the result of it we see that province relieved and preserved, 
and the permanency of the Bntish power in India firmly established. For 
such important services to the nation and to the Company we, as their 
lepresentatives, offer you our warmest acknowledgments and ouif smeerest 
congratulitions on your success and the glory you have acquired in obtain¬ 
ing it ” 11 

The roar of the cannon proclaimmg the naval victory had scarcely ceased 
when evil tidings reached the Board from Madras. Colonel Braithwaite, who, 
after the capture of Negapatam was protecting with a small detachment chiefly 
consisting of sepoys the territory of Tanjore, allowed himself to be surrounded by 
the army of Tippoo. For twenty-eight hours, the scanty force successfully sus¬ 
tained a desperate conflict. Then the charge of Lally and hia four hundred 
Europeans threw the sepoys into confusion and the little army was compelled to 
surrender % The troops of Tippoo were reinforced by the arrival of two thousand 
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Frenchmen ; and Onddalore, whose whole garrison consisted only of fourteen 
hundred sepoys and five artillerymen, was forced to capitulate The loss was 
serious because it afforded a convenient station, both naval and nulitfiry, to the 
French On tlie 10th of April the Enghsh army once again took the field. Its 
veteran Chief wrote to the Government at Madras—“ My lord and gentlemen, 
I have a weight upon my shoulders that almost bears me down Worn out 
lu constitution, I feel myself unequal to the constant fatigues and anxieties 
attending ray situation I shall, however, endeavour as far as lays in my 
power to stem the torrent that seems almost ready to overwhelm us, not doubting 
of your exertions to assist my labours.” * On the 24th his army reached 
Wandewash, where, twenty-six years before, the old warrior had defeated Lally 
But Hyder refused to fight him on the old battle ground, and Eyre Coote march¬ 
ing in the direction of Pondicherry, found Hyder and Ins French auxilianes 
strongly posted m the neighbourhood of Kellmoor To attack the enemy on 
his chosen and fortified ground would have been a rash act, and the English 
general wisely determined to attempt a movement which should draw them 
from their position and compel them to fight on more equal terms Ho 
therefore, on the 30th of May, marched against Arm, Hyder’s great magazine, 
feeling certain that this would draw him from his stiong position Tho result 
veufied the coircctness of his conception Early in the morning on the 2nd of 
June, ]ust as the English army weie about to encamp near the fort, the loar 
of cannon upon the rear informed the geneial of the presence of the enemy 
His baggage was m a hollow with commanding ground all around Soon a 
heavy fire opened upon him from every quarter infiont, After extricating the 
baggage with some difiSoulty, and placing it well protected on the hanks of a 
tank, Eyre Coote ordered the army to advance m two lines towards that par t of 
the rising ground upon which tho enemy appeared in greatest force But 
tidings that the mam body of the enemy was inclining to the right to attack 
his rear, compelled Eyre Coote to alter his original disposition The manoeuvre 
liaving been executed with the gieatest celerity and coircctness, the English 
army again advanced The enemy no sooner observed it m motion towaids 
them than they retreated. After advancing a couple of miles and having taken 
possession of the heights originally occupied by tho enemy, the English 
general halted the troops in order that the baggage should be brought up 
under cover of the line When this had been accomplished after an hour’s 
halt, the English again advanced 'L’he enemy retreated in confusion. About 
sunset our troops came upon a part of their rear, superintending the crossing 
of some of their guns in the bed of a river. 

“I ordered,” wrote Eyre Coote, "a fiie to be opened upon them Upon observing 
more attentively it was perceived that they had halted to cover the crossing of some of their 
guns or tumbieU then in the bed of the uvei Being at this time advanced consideiably 
beyond the ground of encampment we had left in the moi ning, I sent ouiers for tho baggage 
to assemble at a pi ice contiguous tbeieto which had been reconnoitred foi it the pi feeding 
day, and for the cuviiliy, as soon as they could be dispensed with, to join me. In tha interim 
1 ordered the grenadieis of the 73rd, uiidei the Hon'ble Cuptmu Lmdsay supported by the 
other Euiopean corps and a Bengal regiment of sepoyaundei Major Blame, to push across the 
aver and to diiva the enemy from the opposite banks, which was peiformcd with gieat alscnty 
and spirit by the whole ot the corps, and with the most exemplary ardour by the grenadiers of 
the 73rd who lad tlie attack, and who rc-ceivcd a scatteied fire ot musketry from the enemy as 
they approached They gave way on all sides and left us in possession of one gun, a long 
brass six-pounder, five tumbrels full of ammunition, and two carls of shot The corps con¬ 
tinued the pursuit with great eagerness until they had gone upwaids ot a mile bevond the 
river, but could not come up with the enemy. However, they pressed them so close tliat it is 
out of doubt could even half our small body of cavaliy been employed tliat day with the line, 
or had it been possible for them aftei receipt of ray ordeis to have joined me in time, not only 
more guns would have been taken but the whole or greatest part of Lnlly's corps have fallen 
into oui hands When the cavalry did join, the enemy had so disjwised and got to so great a 
distance, that no attempt could be made upon them with the smallest piospeot of success 
Want of cavalry and want of provisions prevented the English commander 
from taking'the greatest advantage of his victory He wrote—” It has 
been my misfortune ever since I took the field, on the event of every success, 
to have cause to lament my inability to pursue the advantages open from victory 
for want of a sufficiency of provisions. On the present occasion, had I pos- 
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sessed the means of subsistence, I could not only have driven Hyder up the 
Ghauts, but most probably have got hold of his ^and magazine of Arm which 
would moat assuredly have so far ended the war as to have checked his imme¬ 
diately returning in foice to the Carnatic, whilst it would have given to this 
army that very support which at this moment maintains his.'’* 

The same express which brought the Hoard news of Eyre Coote’s successful 
action near Arm, also brought a despatch from the admiral containing a graphic 
account of a hard fought action with the French fleet. After the first engage¬ 
ment the English fleet had returned to Madras at the beginning of March. 
Towards the end of that month the French admiral left Porto Novo to attack 
a fleet of English Indiamen which had appeared on the coast Sir Edward 
Hughes on hearing of this movement immediately got under weigh, and the day 
after leaving Madras “ fell in with His Majesty's ships Sultan and Magnanme 
and their convoy of seven of the Company’s outward bound ships, and a French 
puze, The convoy I immediately despatched to Madras roads, and took with 
raetho5'M//fl« and steering a direct course for Tiincomalee, lu order 

to land the military stores and reinforcement of troops for that garrison, deter- 
rained not to seek the enemy’s squadron till that service was first performed, 
nor to shun them if they fell m my way.”f 

On the 8tli April, the English admiral discovered the enemy’s squadron 
consisung of eighteen sail, but as his first object was to relieve Trmcomalee, be 
held on his course, and the French followed. On the 11th, Sir Edward 
Hughes made the island of Ceylon about fifteen miles to the southward of 
Tnneomaloe, and bore away for that place 

" Od the 12bh at deybieak, having altered the position of the enemy's squadron and 
given them the wind by bearing away, I saw tliem crowding all the sail they could after us, 
and then coppered-bottom ships coming fast up with our rear, on which I immediately deter¬ 
mined to engage them At 9 in the forenoon I made the signal for the line of battle ahead ou 
the starboard tack at two cables' length distance, the enemy's squadron then bearing north by 
east, distant about 0 miles, and the wind at north by east, they continued manceuvering their 
ships and changing their position in their line till 16 minutes past noon, when they bore down 
to engage Uis Majesty's squadron, one sail of them, stretching along to engage our ships m 
the van, and the other seven sails steering directly on our centre, the Superb, with the Monmouth 
her second ahead,and the Momrea her second ostein, at half past one the engagement began m 
the van of both squadrons, and at tbiee minutes after, 1 made the signal for a geneial engage¬ 
ment , the French admiral and hi8 second astern bore down on the Supotb within pistol shot, 
where he continued giving and receiving a severe fiie for nine minutes, and then stood on, 
greatly damaged, to attack the Monmouth, at that time engaged with another of the enemy's 
ships, and made room for the ships m his rear to draw up to the attack of nur centre, where 
the engagement was warmest At 8, the Monmouth lost her mam and mizzen-masts, and drew 
out of the line to leeward of our squadron. At 4U minutes past 3, being near the shore, I 
made the signal for the squadron to wear and haul their wind in aline of battle ahead on the 
laiboard tack still engaging the enemy. At 40 minutes past 5, being in shoal water and fear¬ 
ing the Monmouth might diift too near shore, 1 made the signal for the squadron to prepare to 
anchor and hauled down the signal fot tlie line of battle At 40 minutes past 6 the enemy's 
squadron in great disorder drew off to the eastwaid, and the engagement ceased, at which time 
I anchoied with His Majesty's squadron in older to repair our damages, which on board the 
Superb and Monmouth were very great indeed, both in then hulls, masts, sails, and rigging, 
nor had any one ship of the squadron escaped without great injury in her hull and masts, and 
all were much torn m their sails and rigging "J 

For seven days the two fleets lay within shot of each other too disabled to 
fight or to sail. Then the English squadron returned to Tnncomalee and the 
French to a Dutch port. After having “refitted the several ships of the squad¬ 
ron, and taken on board such of our recovered men as could be serviceable, the 
English fleet returned, at the end of June, to Negapatam to watch the enemy’s 
squadron.”§ On the 6th of July the two ficots again came in sight, and another 
desperate contest took place. It ended in serious loss on both sides, but 
without the capture of any ships. The French were however compelled to 
abandon all idea of capturing Negapatam. 

The admiral in his letter announcing his engagement with the French 
fleet congratulated the Board '* mo3t sincerely on the peace concluded between 
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the Company and the Mahrattas After long and intricate negotiations and 
a succession of disappointments, on the 17th of May the treaty of Salbai was 
concluded with Sindia All territories conquered from the Peishwa, subse¬ 
quent to the treaty of Purandiiar, were to be restored, the f^izam and Hyder 
Ah were also to restore the teriitories they had taken from the English, and 
all Europeans, except the English and Portuguese, were to be excluded from 
the Mahratta dominions. Broach was given to Smdia for las humanity to 
the English after the convention of Wargaum, and he became guaiantoe for the 
due fulfilment of the treaty by the contracting parties. Eyre Coote on receiving 
intelligence of the treaty of Salbai wrote and informed Hyder what had taken 
place. The Mysore Chiet replied with considoiable sarcasm—“ I have received 
your obliging letter wherein you observe that the news of the treaty of 
alliance and friendship which has taken place between the Peishwa and the interview between 
English must have been known to me because my name is included therein, 
all of which I perfectly comprehend Without giving me notice, how is it 
possible that my name can be included ? ”t He lequested that an en^ oy should 
be sent to him with a copy of the treaty and Eyie Coote acc'^ded to his lequest 
The account of the interview between Hyder Ah and the envoy is of con¬ 
siderable interest, and raises our opinion ot the frankness and determination ot 
the Mysore Chief After stating that he had heard that the English general 
was a groat and gallant commander and an excellent man, Hyder plunged at 
once into business. It was never any wish of his to quarrel witli the English, 
hut he had been driven to it by their w-ant of faith The envoy urged that 
he was the first to infringe the treaty, and Hyder replied— 

I will tell you who it was that transgiessed the tieaty. In the fiist place it was stipu¬ 
lated that we should mutually assist each other, and tliey agreed to lend me troops When 
tliorefoie the Mahrattas had enteied my couutiy I wiote to them a vaiiety of ways, desiring 
them to send me succouts In rejily they at first told mo Ihen would fend them, then would 
fend them, and after some time they said they had written to Europe and expected oiders liom 
thence. To this I urged tliat it would be a year and six months before their oiders could be 
obtained from Europe, and of what use would their euccouis he then i The Governoi's 
anawei was that without ordeis from Europe they could do nothing, And yet at lengili aftei 
a long time had elapsed they pretended that till then they hail received no dnections In this 
manner have they framed excuses to evade this aiticlo of the tieaty In the next place 1 
told them not to go against Mali4, they said tlioy would not, and yot they went 1 know not 
who they are that presume to enter aud raise distuibauces in my boundaries "I 

The envoy attempted to justify the attack on Mahd on the ground that the 
English and Prench were at war, and that the Madras Government were acting 
under orders from home. In passing through Hyder’s territory they did him 
no injury Hyder replied— 

“ In those sea-ports of mine that are large, the English, French, Dutch, Danes, and all 
the European nations have factories. If tlien the English factory should there be attacked by 
any of the rest, ought I to sit an unconcerned spectator? SiiieJy not, but to proceed—A 
third point IS, that the people at Tellicheiry are always supplying Nayem Ba with guns aud 
ammunition and encouraging him by that means towage war with me What tieatycaa sub¬ 
sist when such unreasonable pioceedings take place on our side? What friondsbip can evei 
be maintained between you and me ^ But, besides all this, every year or two a new Governor 

comes out and does whatever he takes it into bis head to do without any regard to treaties or 

engagements, but only to wliat happens to strike him .as advisable In this case the Company 
I acknowledge is one Company, they are not divided, but while these people that come hitliei 
continue to puisue such measures, what dependence is there on a treaty? It was on these 
accounts that I took it into my head, that though it should cost me erores of rupees I would 
spend it in destioj mg and laying waste your country till never a lamp was left to burn there, 
and having formed this resolution, I wrote to my vakeel that I should certainly come into 
the Carnatic But though he went and leportsd this, it was neither believed nor attended to. 

An European vakeel, however, came fiom Madras, and presented me, os you do now, with a 
fine senes of arguments, telling me they and I ought to he ‘fnendtj' and a great deal 
more to that effect. In answer to all winch I told him immediately, iii plain terms, that I posi¬ 
tively would visit the Cainatic, and that on his way back to Madras he would see my cavalry 
and artillery m readiness With this plain message 1 sent him back, and I have smae kept 
my word I have come, and for these two years have desolated yn- r whole country and burnt 
all to ashes. In future, tpo, you will know what I can do, far wliat care I if it cost me ten 
erores of rupees more than 1 have spent already, yon, indeed, will aufier, but to me it is a 
trifle, or nothing 
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The envoy asked what Hyder expected to gain if he spent another ten crores 
of rupees on the war “ Do you think the English will ever be crushed by you ? 
Or the Carnatic become yours ? Do you e:Mect to see it even in a dream ^ 
No I be assured, this is a vain idea.” Hyder replied—“ What I had to 
do I have done. Madras only remains, and what great matter is that ? ”• 
He desired to know if the envoy had brought a copy of the treaty which he 
was told had been concluded between the Poona ministry and the English, 
and in which his name was included The envoy remarked that the ship 
bringing a Persian copy had been captured, that those which had reached 
them were in English, and that they had not forwarded him a translation 
as it might prove inaccurate, but that he had furnished Mm with a verbal 
detail of the particulars of the treaty. Hyder retaliated with warmth—“I 
am not a boy that, after spending crores of rupees and undergoing the 
fatigue of two years’ wai, I should quit the Carnatic and set your people 
at hberty, merely on the strength of your information ” He knew nothing 
of the treaty which had been signed, but before four months elapsed the Englisli 
would know the value of a treaty with the Mahrattas “ Do you know,” he 
asked, “ what engagements the Poona ministry have entered into with me?” 
I told him “ No ” “ Hear then,” said he, “ I will tell you I was to expunge 
the English name from the Carnatic, and they engaged to take charge ot 
Bengal. This was what we agreed upon, and to this day tlie letters that come 
from there are to the same effect ”t As to the material assistance that the 
Nizam and Mahrattas could afford the English he professed to attach no 
importance to it Ho said “ You will march four boss in a day, more you 
cannot for your lives, and so keep trotting after mo all round the country; my 
business in the meantime I shall take care to dispatch. I shall lay all waste 
around you, this will be my employment, and then tfon do your best. Bring 
the Nizam and the Mahrattas to help you, and see what you can do You were 
all three united for a time once before, and what did it end m ? And what 
think you will it come to m future ? Why, each will go back the same way 
he came 

A second audience was held the next day, and for an hour and a half the 
English envoy reiterated his arguments as to the advantages which would 
accrue to Hyder from making peace. The Mysore Chief listened patiently 
and at the close of the discourse declared that it was his wish to settle the dis. 
pute and contract a hearty friendsliip with the English “ My friendship,” he 
declared,‘‘will not bo like that of the Mahrattas and the Nizam You have 
now, you say, secured that of the former, but take my word for it, you will 
discover, m four or five months more, how far it is to be relied upon. When 
they have not observed one dot of the treaty they made with me, why should 
you imagine their attachment to you will be more durable ? There is no occa¬ 
sion for wjtf, however, to tell you this you will be sufficiently apprised of it 
when the time comes A sight of the letters and papers that come constantly 
to me from thence, which you may see if you please, would alone convince 
you.”§ Hyder declared himself willing to make a treaty of peace, but he 
refused to close the war by merely agreeing to the Poona treaty. “I 
have not entered,” he remarked, ‘‘the Carnatic and made war here for 
these two years past merely for the purpose of going out as I came, and if I 
chose to do so, there would surely be no need of waiting for your orders, 
rather than do that I will stay two years more I care not for the ex¬ 
pense, nor do I expect to get any money out of the Carnatic That is no object 
with me, for when the English troops formerly entered my country, I did not 
scruple even then to burn and lay waste the whole territory in which they march¬ 
ed. But you are undone if your country is not m a condition to yield revenue; 
for what avails it that you possess a fort, like that of Vellore for instance, with¬ 
out being able to reahzo anything from its dependencies ?” || He argued that as 
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in the treaty with the Mahrattas and the Nizam, the English had agreed 
to the surrender of territory, he had a right to expect the same terms. It was 
in vain that the envoy urged that it was to the Mahrattas only the Enghsh had 
agreed to restore the country they had taken from them, and that they had 
not invaded nor destroyed any Enghsh possession. On this point Hyder 
remained firm and would listen to no overtures. Sindia had written to him as 
to his real intention with regard to the Poona treaty “My answer to him 
18 , that let that measure take place when it may, 1 am bent upon war.”* 

Eyre Coote finding that Hyder would not withdraw Ins demands, Deatti of 
closed the negotiations, and with liis troops retained to Madras The time 
had come when he must leave the veterans he had so often led to victory. 

Be had begun the campaign broken in health, and the toils and anxieties 
ol VI ar had quite undermined his constitution The doctors informed him 
that his only hope of recovery was a sea voyage and change of air, and it was 
with no common pain that he obeyed their commands and set sail for Pengal 

He had not long left the scene of war when tidings reached the Board of 
tlio death of his gi eat antagonist Worn out by the hitigues of the campaign and 
sulfering from a cancer, Hyder Ali expired in Ins eightieth year A bitter and 
inveterate foe of England, be possessed some of those qualities which Englishmen 
.ulraire lie had received Irom nature excellent parts, vast muscular strength, 
and unflinching courage He was a bold and skilful horseman and no one 
outdid him as a marksman His education had not been such as to develope his 
understanding He could not lead nor write any language, but he spoke Can- 
arose, Mahratta, Telugu, and Tamil. He was his own prime minister, and m 
the business of the State was most assiduous lie had the talent of choosing 
his servants well, and treated them with generosity if they served his ambition, 
hut with ruthless seventy if they inteifered with Ins gloiy His temper was 
puiely intellectual and u as alTected neither by pity nor passion No act was too 
base or cruel for him to commit in the pursuit of his aim, the prosperity and great- 
nohs of the empire vyliieh he founded. The rising power of the English threat¬ 
ened, he considered, its security, and he earned merciless devastation into their 
dominions With singular pertinacity he waned against them for year8,but at the 
close of life lie felt he was engaged in a hopeless conflict After his death, his son 
Tippoo found in the folds of his father’s turban a small scrap of paper on which 
weie written the following words* “I have gamed nothing by the war with 
the English, but am now, alas, no longer alive If you, through fear of disturb¬ 
ances in your own kingdom repair thither, without having previously con¬ 
cluded peace with the English, they will certainly follow you and carry the 
war into your country On this account, therefore, it is better first to make 
peace on whatever terms you can procure, and then go to your own country,''f 

Tippoo, however, did not heaikcn to the advice of his father, and conti¬ 
nued the war It might have been brought to a close if the English had 
struck a decisive blow But General Stuart, who succeeded to the command of 
the Madras army, after the departure of Eyre Coote, w asted valuable time in 
altercation with the civil authority With a better equipped army than Sir Eyre 
Coote ever commanded, be allowed sixty days to pass without making any 
forward movement, and when he did move his only action was to destroy the 
fortifications of three forts which Eyre Coote was most anxious to preserve 
The Madras Government were not desirous to conduct the war to a successful 
issue, but were bent on making peace on any terms They sent an envoy 
to negotiate with Tippoo, and requested from the Supicme Government full 
and special powers to conclude a peace with Tippoo. The request aroused the 
anger of Hastings. He wrote -- 

Aftei having lost the most favourable ocoasioo that could he wished for expelling the 
Mysoreans out of the Camstjc, and even preventing Ilydor’i sou from succeeding to any 
considerable part of the power of his father, yon now request to be invested with powers to 
acknowledge Tippoo as the representative of Hydei, and to yield to him whatever his father 
111 all his power, amidst all our distiesses, was subjected to resign by the treaty which we had 
concluded with the M ihrattas. 
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“ It avails the interests of Gieat Biitam in India bnt little that your President^ in a long 
minute on the llth of Februaiy last, appears sensible of the bapi>y oppoitiinity wluth lias been 
lost for the recoi ery of the Cainatic, and the expulsion of our natural enemies, records of 
laborious alteioationsj stinging invective, and mutual ooinphunt aie no satisfaction to the pub¬ 
lic in compensitiun for a neglect that may cost millions, and upon a field where immense 
Slims had been expended to mniiitnin oui footing 

Death of Ejre rjijjQ uneasiness caused by the tidings from Madras led Hastings once more 

“*** to appeal to the patriotism of Ej re Coote He asked him to resume command of 

the army m the held. Though his health had not recovered from tl|e fatigues 
and anxieties of the late campaign Sir Eyre Coote acceded to the request 
and embarked on board the Resolute for Port St George. After a rapid and 
prosperous voyage the vessel was approaching Madras when at dusk four ships 
weie perceived steering the same course. At the break of day it was dis¬ 
covered that they were enemies. “Eor the four following days, it being full 
moon, the night as clear as the day, the chaso was most mdefatigably pin- 
sued, fresh breezes wore in the day, calms m the night, m the former 
wo had, m spite of their number, the apparent heels of them, but in the 
calms the frigates by making use of their sweeps and tow-boats always 
regained their distance, dunng the whole chase the four ships were never 
nearer us than one league, nor further distant than five, till the last day, when 
we ran two of them out of sight ”t But the suspense proved too great for 
the shattered constitution of Byre Coote “ On the third day, big with the fate 
of the service, wrapt up with his country’s cause, and feeling, I believe, bis own 
consequence and the benefit the enemy would reap if they captured him, his 
family also on board, and a thousand other points crowded on his shattered 
frame, the tiial proved too great, and the General dropt on deck, struck with 
a paralytic stroke, from that day, he has been as ill as moitality is capable of 
enduring; however, thank God, we have got him onshore, better than could 
have been expected, and I have hopes that he may yet recover the use of his 
right side, and be otherwise m time reinstated.”! The hopes were not destined 
to be realised. On the 27th April 1783, Colonel Owen wrote. “ Your good 
and great general, Sir Eyre Coote, is no more, worn down by severe illness 
and fatigue both of body and mind, a very martyr to the public cause. Ho 
this afternoon about five o’clock, resigned his breath, thank God, seeming with¬ 
out pain, his last two days were remarkably placid and serene.”§ To his native 
land in the spring which followed his death were taken the remains of Eyie 
Coote and buried in the quiet village of Rockwood in Hampshire. A sumptu¬ 
ous monument was erected in Westminster Abbey to commemorate his worth || 
He was a brave soldier and a gieat captain His military acquirements were 
extensive, both from study and experience, and Ins movements were bold, com¬ 
prehensive, and cautious. With cool reflection ho planned his operations and 
with unflmcliing resolution, amidst appalling difficulties, he executed them In 
him daring valour was combined with patience and sweetness of temper. In the 
hour of danger and trial his singular serenity roused the hopes of his veterans, 
and his unatfected kindness and consideration for them won the affection of 
the European soldiers and made him the idol of the native troops. 

The death of Eyre Coote was a severe blow to Hastings’ plans of retrieving 
the desperate state of the Carnatic. But his resolution never faltered to conduct 
vigorously the war against Tippoo, and he wrote to the Madras Government abso¬ 
lutely forbidding them to make peace with the Mysore Chief The Poona Govern¬ 
ment had, after manv months’ delay, ratified the Treaty of Salbai, and Hastings 
hoped that by the aid of the Nizam and the Mahrattas a single campaign vigor¬ 
ously conducted should lead to his overthrow. But General Stuart was incapable 
of vigorous action, and Lord Macartney was bent on making peace. When news 
reached India that the French had concluded peace with the English, the Govern¬ 
or of Madias again wrote to the Supreme Government asking for power to ar¬ 
range a treaty with Tippoo. Hastings replied: “You require our consent to treat 
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with Tippoo on the basis of the Mahratta treaty, and the pacification which has 
lately taken place m Europe. By both these authorities peace is already formally 
concluded with Tippoo if be will accept of peace, and by the foimer the Peishwa 
18 bound to compel him to it if he shall refuse, therefore we cannot consent to 
any direct and independent treaty with Tippoo, nor to any conclusive agreement 
whatsoever winch you may make with him, except for a cessation of hosti- 
lities ’ * He added “ Kespeoting your claim on Tippoo for a reimbursement of 
the epenses of the war, and a compensation for the losses sustained by the 
invasion of the Carnatic, we can only express our astonishment at your making 
it the subject of a serious proposal, and of serious reproach to us for omitting 
it in our treaty with the Mahrattas, but, in short, had it been ever practicable, 
your mode ot proceedings would have effectually defeated every chance of 
obtaining it. To solicit peace in eider to claim a reimbursement for the ex¬ 
penses of the war is a new doctrine in negotiation which will not answer m 
India, and we doubt of its efficacy m any country ’’t The letter closes with the 
emphatic remark “We have only again to repeat that we will not consent 
to your making any direct treaty of peace with Tippoo Saheb.”f Lord Macart- 
ney, contrary to these express orders, continued negotiations with Tippoo, but 
the Mysore Chief for three months treated his proposals with silent contempt. 

At length the gallant capture of Cannanore by a small body of English troops,§ imty withiippoc 
and the want of success winch attended his own arms, led Tippoo to consent 
to negotiate a treaty which was signed on the 11th of March ITSi. The terms 
were a mutual restoration of all conquests, and a severe struggle of four 
years left neither of the contending parties with any advantage The treaty, 
though it made a temporarv peace, was a provocation to future war It 
entailed the necessity of another conflict to correct the arrogance with which 
it inspired Tippoo 

Hastings objected to the form of the treaty, as it made no mention of the HisIidm’ objMUon 
Nawab of Arcot and excluded him from a participation in the peace stipulated for ^ 

Ills domimons. This the Governor-General regarded as an avowed usurpation of 
his right of sovereignty and subversive of the pnnciplesof justice and good faith 
But he considered peace to be “ an object too valuable to be rejected it it can be 
retained with honour,” and he expressed his willingness to sign the treaty pro¬ 
vided it were accompanied with a declaratory clause winch should include the 
Nawab of Arcot as an essential party to it. Hastings also objected to the treaty 
on account of the total omission of the names of the Peishwa and Maliadajee 
Sindia, who had both stnven to compel Tippoo to comply with the treaty 
of Salbai. “The Mahrattas,” he wrote, “after having manifested to the 
world the decided part they had taken, were left exposed to the consequences 
of Tippoo’s resentment, since the treaty was settled witliout any provision for 
them, or even allusion to them, although the peace itself was dependent on 
the treaty with Sindia, and was in a great measure, if not absolutely, the 
effect of their vigorous interposition.” In order to soothe the wounded feel¬ 
ings of Sindia, and to reconcile him to the treaty, Hastings wrote him a letter 
in which after declaring that “ the treaty was m every respect conformable to 
that of Sulbai,” he endeavoured to make up for the inattention which had been 
shewn to bis Government in the form of the treaty by ascribing to him and 
the Mahratta State that degree of merit in the completion of it which he 
thought was simply their due. |1 Hastings’ apprehensions that the Mahrattas 
would be olTended at their names being omitted from the treaty were 
not without foundation. His letter, however, dispelled the unfavourable 
impression created by the treaty. Hastings wrote—“ Sindia felt that some 
declaration of this kind was necessary not only to preserve the consequence 
of the Mahratta Government in the eyes of its neighbours from bemg dimi¬ 
nished by the inattention shewn towards it by the deputies from Fort St, 

George, hut also to justify himself to the ministers of his superior for having 
led them into measures which, whatever might have been their effect with 
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regard to the English GoTernment, had been attended \irith no honour to the 
Mahratta State, and threatened to mvolve it in a war with Tippoo, of whieh 
the firat movements were produced by a plan concerted with us, and our parti# 
cipation in it assured under a new engagement, but which they were now left 
to conduct by themselves. So strongly w'as Bindia impressed with these ideaa 
that he thou^t it necessary to desire that a siimlar declaration should be given 
to him by the Board.”* And although it was “contrary to the forms of our 
constitution which prescribed that all correspondence with the princes of India 
should be earned on through the Governor-General singly,”t Hastings recom* 
mended the Board to authorise him to send Sindia m their name a written 
declaration to the same effect as that contained in his letter to him. With 
pardonable pride he informed the Board. “ It is in some degree foreign to the 
present subject, yet I cannot refrain from imparting to you the pleasing satis¬ 
faction which I myself feel in observing the great and evident change that has 
within these few years taken place with regard to our Government m the 
opinions and dispositions of the principal powers of Hindustan We seem now 
to have regained our proper weight m the political system, and the neighbour¬ 
ing States, who formerly shrunk from our advances, are eager to participate m 
our views, and to connect their interests with our8.’*J 

The great change, to use his modest words, that had taken place was due to 
the courage and statesmanship of Hastings Menaced by foes on all sides, ill- 
supported hy his masters, surrounded by colleagues who thwarted, embarrassed 
and intrigued against him, be contrived by his individual energies to raise the 
Company from being a body of merchants and adventurers into the most 
powerful State in the politics of India. Englishmen have grown so accus¬ 
tomed to being the masters of India that they have not sulhciently realised 
the difficulty of Hastings’ task, or the genius of the man whose far sight first 
saw and whose brave and confident patience realised this romantic idea of bis 
country’s greatness. As he told the House of Commons — 

“ The valour of others acquired, I enlarged and gave shape and consistency 
to the dominion which you hold there; I preserved it, I sent forth its armies 
with an effectual but economical hand, through unknown and hostile regions, 
to the support of your other possessions, to the retrieval of one from degrada¬ 
tion and dishonour; and of the other from utter loss and subjection. I main¬ 
tained the wars which were of your formation, or that of others, not of mine. 
1 won one iaember§ of the great Indian confederacy from it by an act of 
seasonable restitution, with another|| I maintained a secret intercourse, and 
converted him into a friend; a third^ I drew off by diversion and negotiation, 
and employed him as the instrument of peace When you cried out for peace, 
and your cries were heard by those who were the object of it, I resisted this, 
and every other species of counteraction, by rising in my demands, and accom¬ 
plished a peace, and I hope everlasting, with one great State and I at least 
afforded the efficient means by which a peace, if not so durable, more season¬ 
able at least, was accomplished with anotker.ff 

“ I gave you all, and you have rewarded me with confiscation, disgrace 
and a life of impeachment ” 

At the time when Hastings was straining every nerve to baffle the foes of 
England in India, and his effo^ were about to be crowned with success, news 
reached him of the severe censures which had been passed on his conduct by 
the Secret Committee of the House of Commons. This was speedily followed 
by intelligence of the subsequent resolution of the House that it was the duty 
of the Directors to recall him. The Court of Directors decided that it was 
expedient to remove him, but the Court of Proprietors rescinded their resolution. 
In December 1782 Hastings wrote a letter to Lord Shelburne who had succeeded 
Lord Rockingham as prime minister, in which he vigorously defended his 
foreign policy. He stated with truth that the invasion >of the Carnatic was 
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due to a great confederacy against all the British Governments, and that he had 

no concern m the origin of the Mahratta war, but “ the prosecution of it was 

mine, and the Malwa peace is exclusively mine.” “Forgive me,” he writes, “ the 

boast when I add that I have been the instrument of rescuing one Presidency 

from infamy and both from annihilation ” Fearing that his conduct at Benares 

might be misrepresented and misconstrued, he forwarded to Lord Shelburne a 

copy of the narrative which he had ordered to be printed of what bad taken 

place. “ It may perhaps prove,” he wrote, “a gratification of cunosity to your 

lordship to receive a hook which is, every process of it, the manufacture of the 

country.” Hastings’fears were well-founded Fox and Burke, annoyed at the 

Court of Proprietors* refusal to recall him, had begun to attack the Benares case 

wth all the invectives they could command In February 1782 took place the coahtipn betwwn 

famous coalition between Fox and North, and the combined parties defeated the North 

ministry on a motion concerning peace. The same month Hastings received 

a copy of the resolution of the Court of Directors condemning his conduct 

m the affairs of Benares as a breach of treaty, and justifying Cheyt Sing. He 

regarded the resolution not only m the light of a personal insult, but as an ' 

incentive to the princes of India to throw off the authonty of the Company and 

assassinate their servants. For the sake of his masters be bad shrunk from no 

danger and no lesponsibihty, and they had condemned him. It would have 

been more profitable to him to have followed a less arduous and safer course. 

The words he wrote to a friend reveal how deeply he felt the wrongs done to Hustings'defcoc* of 
him:- 

“I could liave guarded tnygclf moat ettecloally againat their censures by avoiding all 
responsibility, and coveting myself nith their orders in whatever 1 did I oonid have kept 
their troops and tieasiire at home, when the Presidency of Bombay was engaged in schemes to 
which It was confessedly unequal I conld have suffered the disgrace of the unhappy affair of 
Wargaum to remaiu an indelible slain on the British name It was no concern of mine. I 
could have suffered the Cainatio to fall au easy prey to Hydei, when Francis opposed the 
measures which 1 suggested for its preservation, and I could have justified it ou the principle 
of selC-pieseivation, the prioi caie due to the fiist possessions of the Company, the want of 
authority from home, the season of the year, which would render it au act of madness to send 
their troops to pensh by sea, and by a fair estimate of wais and means, which would prove 
that we had not assets for such an enterpiise I could have acquiesced in the violations of 
faith, which the Government of Madras were guilty of towards Nizam All, and contented 
myself with protesting against it I conld have seen Cbimniijee lay Bengal waste, for it was 
scarce in Ins power to avoid it, and nothing but my private aid prevented it I could have eat 
quietly down when onr oidinaty resouices would yield no more supplies for the war, and luin 
threatened Wliat business had I at Benares? 

“ But if I had obseived this discreet aud safe oonduot, let me ask not you, my friend, but 
my most lancoroua enemies, what would have been the state of the Company, or whether it is 
likely that It would at this time have existence’ 

“ In the meantime I conld have provided an ample foitune for myself, by means which 
no one could have assumed to hurt or discredit me ” 

In a letter to the Court of Directors Hastings carefulljr and eloquently re¬ 
viewed his whole policy After apologizing for whatever might appear offensive 
in it, he declared that he should have submitted in silence to the severest expres¬ 
sions of censure had they been no more than expressions and applied to real taots 
“But when the censures are not applied to real facts and are such as substan¬ 
tially affect my moral character, I should myself be an accomplice m the injury 
if I suffered the slightest imputation to remain which it was m my power to 
efface.” He refuted by cogent arguments the statement that Cheyt Sing was 
an independent pince and that lie was guilty of any breach of faith in his 
treatment of him. He then proceeded with great earnestness to deprecate the 
suggestion of the Court to restore Cheyt Sing, and declared that he would H«‘>ng8 deoiai*. 
immediately resign if Cheyt Sing were reinstated at Benares. Then enlarging 
with considerable force ou the services be had done the Company, and the 
patience and temper with which he had submitted to fill the indignities which 
had been heaped upon him, he requested the Court to obtain the early nomi¬ 
nation of a person to succeed him, and declared his intention to resign their 
service as soon as he could do it without prejudice to their affairs 

When Hastings wrote this letter, he fixed upon the beginning of the yearOud* 
for his departure to England, but shortly after despatching it an event 
occurred which compelled him to alter his plans. The Nawab of Oude and 
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his ministers had appealed against the conduct of Mr Bristow, the llesl- 
dent, and “ impelled me,” wrote Hastings, *' by every tie of justice, honour 
and public duty to sacrifice every consideration that regarded myself alone, 
if necessary, for Ins redress ” It was a costly sacrifice, for it entailed upon 
Hastings separation from his wife. His love and admiration for her were 
unbounded. There was not such a being in the world, as long as she was by his 
side, nothing could come amiss to him the cares and fatigues of the day 
made no impression on his spirits. When she had left he wrote . ” I miss you 
in every instant and incident of my life, and everything seems to wear a dead 
stillness around me, I come home as to a solitude ” His greatest comfort in her 
absence was to read her letters “ It contains your words and your thoughts, and 
I had rather hiood over the melancholy passions excited by it, than be a sharer 
in the most pleasing entertainments that nature or art could afford me ” 
The only action m his lonely and stormy life concerning which a doubt 
seems to have ever crossed his mind was his resolve to part from her. ” I 
think we have ill-judged The reflection has often for an instant occurred 
to me that we were wrong, but I constantly repressed it. I urged everythmg 
that could fix the resolution beyond the power of recall, and felt a con¬ 
scious pride in the sacrifice I was preparing to make.”* The state of his 
wife’s health laid him under the stern necessity of sending her to England 
the state of India compelled him to remain at his post *' I will resign this 
thankless ofiice,” said he, ” on the first favourable opportunity; but I will 
not be driven from it either by the folly of my subordinates or the in¬ 
justice of my supenors. 1 have saved India, in spite of them all, from 
foreign conquest, neither will I quit my post until the internal affairs of this 
mat country shall have been restored to something like order.” Bengal and 
Beliar was threatened with famine, and Hastings appointed a committee to take 
measures for the relief of the people. He also applied the whole energies of 
his mind to the ever-ungracious tosk of retrenchment and reform The state 
of affairs in Benares and Oude caused him grave anxiety. He had always 
regarded Oude as our bulwark against foreign aggression, and its prosperity 
and good government as essential to the safety of our own dominion. Prom 
the first moment that ho had become Governor-General he had courted an Oude 
alliance with unceasing assiduity, and ho had sedulously cultivated the friend¬ 
ship of the Nawab Sliuja Doula and his son. “His titular rank of Vizier 
of the Empire,” wrote Hastings, ” rendered him a conspicuous object of view 
to all the States and Chiefs of India, and on the moderation and justice with 
which the British Government in Bengal exercised its influence over him, 
many points most essential to its political strength and to the honour of the 
British name depended.”t Hastings was of opinion that Bristow had treated 
the Nawab neither with moderation nor justice. When the latter met him 
at Chunar he had persuaded him to a^e to the admission of the assistance 
of the Besident m the charge then specially given to his minister of bis finances 
and public disbursements. Dissatisfied with the conduct of Mr. Middleton, to 
whom this charge was first committed, Hastings nominated Mr. Bristow 
to it in his stead. *' To this 1 had various and powerful inducements. The 
principal was the reiterated order of the Court of Directors for his appointment, 
secondly the wish of the other Members of the Council urging it; thirdly, their 
declaration of uniting to support my authority, and other concurrent circumstan¬ 
ces removing the objection which had hitherto opposed it; fourthly, a reliance on 
the personal gratitude of Mr. Bristow for my optional nomination of him to so 
important a trust, and fifthly, his assurances and a pledge giten me for the per¬ 
formance of them m which I then reposed a religious eonfidenoe.’*t This confi¬ 
dence, Hastings considered, Bristow bad betrayed He had enjoined him to 
study on every occasion to conciliate the good-will of the Nawab and “ to shew 
liim every ostensible and external mark of respect,” but the Resident treat¬ 
ed the Prince as a dependant, and prescribed to him *' t|ie number of horses 
which he should he allowed to use and the dishes which should be cooked for his 
table.” § He also interfered in every department of the State, The Nawab com- 
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plained to the Board, and they requested Bnstow to answer the charges 
brought against him. Six weeks having elapsed without a reply being received 
from him, Hastings moved that Bnstow be recalled, the office of Resident dis¬ 
solved, and the Nawab and his Minister made responsible for the payment of 
the Company’s debt. All the proposals were, after considerable discussion, re¬ 
jected. Bristow in due course of time replied and allegd that he was only acting 
according to the orders of the Governor-General who insisted on the claims of the 
Company being satisfied Hastings was a statesman who identified his own 
personality with the objects of his administiation, and the defence of Bnstow was 
regarded by him in the light of a personal insult He was accustomed to com¬ 
mand and to be obeyed The temerity of Bristow aroused his anger, and the 
opposition of his colleagues increased it He knew they did not possess the ability 
or the courage of his old opponents, and that they had only plucked up spirit to 
attack him when his recall was imminent He felt that he had not that collected 
firmness of mind which he once possessed “ and which gave such a superiority 
in my contests with Clavenng and his associates My last year’s sickness has 
left a debility upon my constitution which I cannot remove, nor shall I, till I 
try a colder climate.”* He however possessed a sufficient amount of the old 
imperious vigour to baffle the spirit of cabal m his Council. He told them that 
he held them solely responsible for the state of anarchy m Oude since they 
would neither enforce his instructions nor give Mr Bnstow others This 
alarmed them. After many discussions they offered to recall Mr Bristow if the 
Vizier liquidated his enormous debt to the Company by bills on creditable 
bankers “ payable half m one month and the remaining half m two months 
from the date of Mr Bristow’s surrender of his office to the Vizier ” And tliey 
added—” We shall agree to this arrangement on the express condition that the 
Governor-General will hold himself responsible to the Company and tlie public 
for the faithful performance of these engagements on the part of the Vizier and 
his ministers, as well as for the security of the internal peace of the country, to 
maintain which and enforce these arrangements we shall give him our utmost 
support.”! Hastings immediately replied, ie 3 ecting the offer. He pointed out 
that it was impossible for the Vizier to pay even half of the sum owed in the time 
mentioned, and he added--“Nor if the Nawab Vizier would engage to pay it 
and I believed him capable of paymg it would I * hold myself responsible to the 
Company and to the public for the faithful performance of such an engage¬ 
ment,’ because I do not think it consistent with truth or the regard which 
every man ought to pay to his own reputation to hind himself to the per¬ 
formance of acts which depend solely on the ability and will of another 
His colleagues replied “ that they could not imagine nor suggest that the 
Governor-General should he answerable in his private fortune for so large a 
sum or that his responsibility should extend further than those obligations 
which constitute responsibility m a decided recommendation of any measure 
contrary to the general opinion of the majority of the Board.”§ Hastings 
gladly consented ** to be specially answerable for the propriety of the measure,” 
and the Board resolved to recall Bnstow, and withdraw the Company's 
Elesidency from the Court of Oude “I have indeed conquered,” wrote 
Hastings, “ but I feel little inclination to triumph in my victory, for my hands 
are yet fettered, and such is the wretched state of the Vizier’s affair, that 
nothmg can be more discouraging than the prospect before me. If the Nawab 
Vizier shall desire me to come to his assistence I shall offer it to the Board, 
and shall be better pleased if they refuse than if they assent to it Yet I will 
do what I can to gain their assent ”1 A short time afterwards he informed a 
friend that he had written a minute tendering his services to go to Lucknow 
and he 'added— 

“ I know that I can do much more if I am myself the immediate agent, than I can 
by distant influence and a delegat-d authority, but I may fail, for most wretched u the state 
of the Viziet’e dominions, and I may lose my reputation in the oonfpquenoes of it On the 
other hand, I may be the instrument of retiieving it and of pacing the debt which is due 
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from th« Noffab to the Company, and if I do, I shall close tny service with glory and leave a 
lasting good name behind me, whatever reproaohes the inventive malice of my oountrymeu 
may cast upon me for having saved the national interests and honour from the rum which, 
but tor my exertions, would have fallen on both 

Hutinn' departure The Council after some discussion gave an unwilling assent to Hastings’ 
lor Irtwknoir proposal to proceed to Lucknow. In January 1784 his wife sailed alone for 
England, and in the following month he started on his journey to Oude. He 
made a stay of five days at Benares and sent to the Council a long and minute 
account of the wretched condition of that proviace.f “ From the confines of 
Buxar to Benares,” he wrote, ” I was fatigued and followed by the clamours 
of the discontented inhabitants ” Their discontent and distress was due to a 
long continued drought and to “a defective if not a corrupt and oppressive 
administration The land agents and tax-gatherers exacted from the proprietors 
of the actual harvest a large increase in kind on their stipulated rent. Those 
who held their fields by the tenure of paying one-half of the produce of their 
crops were robbed of nearly the whole by false measurements * and from those 
whose engagements were for a fixed rent m money, the half or a greater pro¬ 
portion was taken in kind. Trade was paralysed by the extortion and oppres¬ 
sion of the custom-house authorities. “The exoibitant rates,” the Governor- 
General wrote, “ exacted by an arbitrary valuation of the goods, the practice of 
exacting duties twice on the same goods, first from the seller and afterwards 
from the buyer, and the vexatious disputes and delays drawn on the merchants 
by these oppressions were loudly complained of, and some instances of this 
kind were said to exist even at the very time when I was in Benares Under 
such circumstances we are not to wonder if the merchants of foreign coun¬ 
tries are discouraged from resorting to Benares, and if the commerce of that 
province should annually decay.”§ Hastings forwarded to the Council an ela¬ 
borate plan for reforming the administration, for making the Baja more directly 
laterested in its workmg, and for the appointment of fresh officials The Board 
resolved “tliattbe Governor-General be authorized to carry into execution the 
plan submitted, the Governor being responsible for its otfect, as a temporary 
expedient.”! 

From Benares Hastings proceeded to Lucknow. He first devoted him¬ 
self to the intricate task of adjusting the accounts between the Yizicr and the 
Company It was a matter to which he had devoted particular attention and he 
succeeded in persuading the Vizier to give his consent to an equitable arrange¬ 
ment After adjusting the accounts, by wise handling of the finances and effect¬ 
ing considerable retrenchments he put the Nawab ma position to pay bis debts 
He also took great trouble in arranging a revenue settlement for five years 
which would afford relief to the husbandmen suffering from years ot scarcity 
The military establisliment of the Nawab bad been both inefficient and costly 
and he placed it on a regular and economical basis After leaving Lucknow he 
discovered that the Vizier suffered a hardship “ from the army subsidy being kept 
up at its original rate although the number of troops employed by us for the 
defence of his dominions has Wn greatly reduced The reduction was due to 
the strength of each regiment being reduced from one thousand to seven hundred 
men. Hastings wrote: “Neither the Vizier nor any of his ministers have 
ever mentioned to me this deficiency, but it is not the less our duty to take 
it into consideration. In all our adjustments of accounts with the Vizier for 
many years back, we have been regulated by the strictest regard to justice, and 
the Vizier on his part has on every occasion relied most implicitly on our 
justice as well as on the accuracy of our Aocomptant-General Let us then 
confirm that confidence which is so happily reposed in us by pointing out mis- 
takes even although we must be losers by correcting them. 

To remedy the injustice Hastings proposed that the cost of the regiment at * 
Lucknow, for which the Vwier paid a separate amount, should be included in 
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that of the troops for which the original subsidy was settled. The proposal was 
vetoed by the Council, and they also repealed the order given by Hastings that a 
costly detachment of the Company’s troops stationed at the Nawab’s expense 
upon hiB northern frontier should be recalled.* 

Finding that his colleagues were bent on maintaining the detachment, propowd 
Hastings asked their consent to the Nawab lending it to the son of the Moghul 
Emperor to assist him in tlie expulsion of the Sikhs from the territories of which or*n. oampl^n 
they had lately possessed themselves m the neighbourhood of Delhi. The Gov« 
emor-Qeneral regarded the growing power of the Sikhs as a grave danger. He 
wrote—“ A new source of serious contemplation has arisen from a nearer quarter, 
namely, that of the Sikhs, a people who from a mean sect of religious schis* 
matics have rapidly grown into the members of a dominion extending from 
the most western branch of the Attock to the walls of Delhi They are by 
their bodily frame and Jiabits of life eminently suited to the military 
profession, but this propensity is qualified by a spirit of independence which 
IS a great check to its exertion Every village Ims its separate and distmct 
ruler acknowledging no control but that of the people of Ins own imme¬ 
diate community, who m their turn yield him little more than nominal sub- 
mission.”t Conquest and a man of superior capacity and enterprise aided by 
the spirit of religious enthusiasm might, however, weld them into a nation. 

The extinction of the Moghul Empire which was rapidly approaching to its 
fall he considered might give buth to a new dominion “ We are too apt,” he 
wrote, ” to despise the danger which we have not experienced, and to oon- 
elude that what has not happened m the ordinary course of events never will 
happen On such a piesuraption my conclusions may expose me to the ridicule 
of those who may deem them the mere effusions of a wild imagination. 1 am 
willing to submit to this consequence if the events which I have foreboded shall 
be prevented by seasonable means of opposition, but I trust to tune, and that 
not distant, for verifying my prediction if this people is permitted to grow mto 
maturity without interruption Time verified the prediction. The genius 
of one man, the ruler of a petty tribe, welded the Sikhs into a great kingdom, 
and established a power greater than that of 8iva]i and Hyder Ah against 
which we had to struggle for the mastery of India. 

The Prince, whom Hastings was anxious to aid in a campaign apinst the 
Sikhs, had escaped m disgrace from the court of Delhi The Moghul emperoi', 
bis father, was a mere puppet in the hands of his minister Afrasiab Khan. 

Afrasiab Khan had offered to enter, under the name and sanction of the Em¬ 
peror, into a treaty with the English and the Vizier, but Hastings rejected 
the offer because “ so far from promoting the wishes of the King, we should 
have to encounter the secret opposition of himself and his ancient servants, 
and perhaps tbe declared enmity of many other factions now lying dormant.*’§ 

The Governor-General had, however, expressed the opinion " that it would be 
for tbe credit and interest of the English Government to exert their endeavours 
to relieve the Shah from the thraldom of his ministers and to estabhsh his 
authority at least in his dominions,” and when tbe fugitive Prince prayed his 
assistance, ho was not unwilling to grant it Ho wrote—'* Fallen as the House of 
Timur IS, it is yet the relic of the most illustrious line of the Eastern World, its 
sovereignty is universally acknowledged, though the substance of it no lon^ 
exists, and the Company itself derives its constitutional dominions from Its 
ostensible bounty ” The wretched state of the House of Timur appealed to his 
imperial imagination, and he considered it not only a generous, but a wise 
policy to prevent its extinction. In the confusion which was certain to 
follow its fall he considered some new adventurer might start up from the 
general mass who would constitute a new dominion and join to it all the 
powers and prerogatives of the past. Hastings felt that those who had the 
Moghul Emperor m their hands must become the legitimate masters of 
Indm, and he wished to gam for his country that position. 1 do not want 
to send armies mto the field,” he wrote, "nor to dwtnrh the repose which 
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our Gorenimeat enjoTs and requires aud the fatigues and losses which 
it has sustained from a long and accumulated warfare. 1 want no more than the 
power to dictate, and I am persuaded that I shall hare no need to enforce it.”* 
The Board, however, were unwilling to adopt so bold a policy and refused to 
countenance any expedition in favour of the Moghul Emperor 

Not only by arms and by diplomacy did Hastings extend the influence of 
England, but also by commerce. It was his capacious mind that first conceived 
the plan of opening friendly commercial intercourse between the people over 
whom he ruled and the natives of the lofty table-land behind the snowy peaks to 
the north He had when Governor of Bengal begun a friendly correspondence 
with the rulers of Tibet and Bhutan, and on the 13th of May 1774 he sent the 
first British mission to Tibet under Mr. George Bogle. On the 26th of February 
1775, the Governor-General laid before the Board a letter from Bogle informing 
them of his interview with Teshoo Lama, and an interesting memorandum on 
the trade of Thibet. “ The principal articles of merchandise,’' he writes, “ between 
Bengal and Thibet are broad-cloth, atter, skins, neel (indigo), pearls, coral, amber, 
and other beads, chauk, spices, tobacco, sugar, Malda stripp^ sattms and a few 
white cloths chiefly coarse, the return is made m gold dust, musk and cow-tail8.”t 
“Wben Bogle returned from Thibet, he found Francis, Clavenng, and Monson in 
power, and as he was a protSgS of Hastings, he could expect no favour from them. 
The changes made in the administration had deprived him of all his appoint¬ 
ments, and he had no employment but to act as one of Hastings’ assistants. 
In December 1776, the Governor-General proposed that Bogle be allowed a salary 
of Ra. 1,200 a month during the time he was employed on the mission, and the 
motion was carried. It was a small sum considering the good work done and the 
amount which men situated hke Bogle made in those days When Hastings on the 
death of Monson regained his power, he once more turned his attention to estab¬ 
lishing free commercial intercourse ^tween Thibet and Bengal. On the 6th of 
Apnl 1779 George Bogle was appointed to proceed again to Bhutan and Thibet 
“ for the purpose of cultivating and improving the good understanding subsisting 
between the Chiefs of those countries and the Government, and to endeavour to 
establish a free and lasting interoourse of trade with the Kingdom of Thibet, and 
the other States to the northwaid of Bengal.” The Lama, wliose respect and 
confidence Bogle had won, was then on a visit to Pekin, and he desired Bogle to 
go round by sea to Canton, promising to obtain the Emperor’s pass for him to 
proceed and join him in the capital. The death of the Lama and of Bogle caused 
for a time the intention of sending a mission to be abandoned But when 
Hastings got letters from Thibet informing him that the soul of the late Lama 
had enter^ and animated the body of an mfant, he proposed to send a second 
deputation to Thibet The Board consented, and Mr. Charles Turner was appointed 
to proceed on the missiom On his journey to Lucknow Hastings met 
at Patna Turner returnbg from Thibet, who handed him a report on the 
results of his mission and also a narrative of his interview with the young 
Lama.t “ Teesho Lama,” he wrote," is at this time about eighteen months 
of age. He did not speak a word but made most expressive signs and 
conducted himself with astonishing dignity and decorum His complexion 
18 of that hue which in England we should term rather brown but not 
without colour His features good, small black eyes, an animated expression 
of countenance, and altogether I thought him one of the handsomest 
children I had ever seen ”§ The description of the interview between the 
English Envoy and the Great Lama, the high pnest of millions of beings, is 
inexpressibly sad, “The little creature turned, looking steadfastly towards 
me with the appearance of much attention while 1 spoke, and nodded with 
repeated but slow movements of the head as though he understood and 
approved every word but could not utter a reply. The parents, who stood 
by all the time, eyed their son with a look of affection, ajid a smile expressive 
of heartfelt joy at the propriety of the young Lama’s conduct. Ills whole 
regard was turned to us, he was silent and sedate, never once looking towards 
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Ilia paronts, as if under their mfluenoe at the time, and with whatever 
paina his manners may have been formed so correct, I must own his 
behaviour on this occasion appeared perfectly natural and spontaneous, 
and not directed by any action or sign ot authority.”* The next day the 
envoy again visited Teesho Lama to present some curiosities lie had brought 
for him. ” He was very much struck with a small clock and had it held to him 
watching for a long time the revolutions of the minute hand. He admired it, 
but with gravity, and without any childish emotion ”t When ho paid Ins last 
visit to the Lama, Turner “received his despatches for the Goveinor.Qeueral 
and from Ins parents two pieces of satin for the Governor with many compli- 
ments They presented me with a vest lined with lamb-skins, making me 
many assurances of a long remembrance, and observing that at this time 
Teesho Lama is an infant and incapable of conversing, hut they hoped to see me 
again when he shall come of age. I replied that by favour of the Lama I 
might again visit this country.”{ Turner never had another oppoitunity of 
visiting the country and no English oflBcial has since held personal mtercourse 
with the luleis of Thibet. So completely was the policy of opening com¬ 
mercial mtercourse between India and the trans-Himalayan regions abandoned 
that the veiy history of the Hastings’ negotiations was foi gotten, and most of 
the valuahli" records of the 1 hibet and Blmtan Missions have been lost § 

The expeditions of Bogle and Turner to Tliibet were not the only voyages 
of discovery which Hastings despatched He caused the harbours and rivers 
of Cochin China to he surveyed, and direeted the I'xpluror to penetrate as far as 
he could into the interior He also had the shores of the Red Sea explored, with 
the view of opening, by that line, a more direct and lapid commuuioation 
between England and India He also collected much valuable information 
rogaiding the Kingdom of Ava and its adjoining districts His untiring energy 
led him not only to explore the countues of the East, hut also the languages of 
Asia He was familiar with Arabic and Persian Though unacquainted with 
Sanskiit ho encouraged learned pundits to settle in Calcutta, and gave them 
suppoit while they pursued their researches The Asiatic Society and tlie 
Mahorai^an College at Calcutta are splendid monuments of his zeal for the 
advancement of Oriental learning and education 

The time was drawing near for him to leave the land for whose w^elfare Hastingt’ return to 
he had laboured with unwearied energy In November 1781, Hastings returned CMcutta 
to Calcutta from Lucknow. On his journey down he received letters trorn home 
announcing that Pitt had dissolved Parliament, and that the coalition party had 
been defeated at the elections Major Scott told him that the Lord Chancellor 
considered that the ministry ought to give him a peerage and a red ribbon, and 
that His Loidship did not know a man who cut so great a figure upon the stage 
of the world as Hastings To his other extraordinary actions must be added that 
of giving a mini'.try toGreat Britain, for he had put an end to the bite ministry as 
completely as if he had taken a pistol and shot them through the head one after 
another. Pitt had also declared that he looked upon Hastings to he a very great 
and indeed a wonderful man The news of the downfall of his foes, and the 
flattering terms in which the new ministers spoke of him, led Hastings to hope 
that he would he permitted to pursue his pobey without interruption from 
home, or obstruction from his colleagues. He wrote to his wife “ I shall abide 
by the resolution which I communicated to you in my letter of the 24itli of 
September, that is to say, if I am required by authority to stay, and have the 
powers given me which ought to belong to my office, and proper objects are 
assigned for my stay, I will stay, however repugnant it may be to my own 
feelings, or hazardous to my health ” Hastings had about this time also heard 
of Pitt’s intention to introduce an East India Bill, andbetiasted that it would 
grant him the powers he had so long desired. On the 20th of December ho 
received a packet “ by way of Bussorah*’ which put an end to all his hopes and 
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hesitations. It brought him a oopy of Pitt’s Bill and of his introductory speech 
\rhich Hastmgs considered more mimical to him than all the onslaughts of Fox 
and Burke. On the 27th December he wrote . “ I have seen, read, and abstracted 
Mr. Pitt’s Bill. It has determined me. 1 shall make an early trial of my 
colleagues on the affairs of Oude and if they will engage to abide by my 
engagements there, I will depart as soon as the Barrington is ready. She is 
now loadmg.” The dream of his life was shattered, and m the account ot 
his stewardship which he wrote on his voyage home he poured out his feelings. 
“ Yet may 1 feel a regret to see that hope which I had too fondly indulg^, 
and which I had sustamed during thirteen laboured years with a persever¬ 
ance against a succession of difficulties which might have overcome the con¬ 
stancy of an abler mind, of being in some period of time, however remote, 
allowed to possess and exercise the full powers of my station, of which I had 
hitherto held little more than the name and responsibility , and to see with it 
the belief, which I had as fondly indulged, that I should become the instru¬ 
ment of raising the British name, and the substantial worth of its possessions in 
India, to a degree of prosperity proportioned to such a trust, both vanish in an 
instant, hke the illusions of a dream, with the poor and only consolation left 
me of the conscious knowledge of what I could have effected, had my destiny 
ordained that I should attain the situation to which 1 aspired, and that I have 
left no allowable means untried, by which I might have attained it.” 

Close of Hastings Ou the 13th of January 1786 Warren Hastings delivered to the Board a 

Administration minute in which he informed them of his intention to relinquish the service, it 
his colleagues would give him an absolute and unqualified promise to carry 
out the late arrangements made with the Nawab Vizier. Having received from 
his colleagues an explicit answer agreeing to abide by the agreement, he wrote 
a formal resignation of his powers to Ins old masters. He told them with 
perfect truth that no man ever served them with a zeal superior to his own. 

Onthelstof February, Hastmgs attended for the last time a meeting 
of the Council over which he had presided for thirteen years, and after wishing 
his colleagues a warm farewell and paying a handsome tribute of praise to those 
who had aided him in the heavy task of government, ho suriendered the keys 
of office and brought to a close his great administration. Had he been guilty 
of the crimes laid to his charge, so unwearied was the pertinacity and malice 
of his enemies, that it cannot be doubted they would have been able to furnish 
more satisfactory evidence of his guilt. Of that guilt they never produced any 
proof. In answer to the charge of having oppressed the natives by extortions 
and exactions, there are the testimonials of all ranks of people in India in his 
favour. As he told his judges: ” It is very seldom that mankind are grateful 
enough to do even common justice to a fallen minister, and I believe there 
never was an instance m the annals of human nature, of an injured people 
rising up voluntarily to bear false witness in favour of a distant and persecuted 
oppressor ” Burke told the House of Lords that the testimonials were extorted, 
and “ that the hands were yet warm with the thumb-screws that bad been 
put on them.” It is incredible that Hastings’ successor Lord Cornwallis, a 
man of the noblest and gentlest character, would have countenanced acts of 
oppression and cruelty to gam petitions m favour of Hastmgs In fact, 
when Hastings’ attorney informs him that tlie natives of India were 
desirous of bearing testimony to the merits of Hastings, and requested permis¬ 
sion that the officers of Government might have authority to transmit to the 
Governor-General m Council any testimonials tendered by the natives, Lord 
Cornwallis caused a cautious letter to be circulated among all the Collectois 
and Residents which stated: “With this request the Governor-General ui 
Council has been pleased to comply, and I have therefore to inform you, that 
should any such address be tendered to you, you are at liberty to receive and 
forward them to me The liberty now accorded is merely to receive and 
transmit testimonials when voluntarily offered; and you'are not to deduce any 
inference from it that you are authorised to exercise any further interference m 
this business ”* Macaulay, while admitting that Hastings was beloved by the 

* " Debate! of tie Honae of Lorde on the evant* delivared on the trial of Wairen Haatinga Eiquire Pioceedin^.. 
of the India Companj m conaeqvence ot hia Acqnittal ahd Teatimonials of the Sritiih and Nacire Iiihabitanti of 
India relative to hii character and conduct whilat he wae OoTemor.Oeueral of Fort William In Bengal ” Debrcti 
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people whom he governed, attaches little or no importance to the addres'^es 
because they may have been due to the influence of English ofScials. However, 
we find in the case of Benares tliat the Resident, Jonathan Duncan,* a man con¬ 
spicuous for his courage and high mindedness, refused to forward the addresses 
to Government on the ground that “ as the addresses have no connection with the 
business of the Company there is no necessity that they (the inhabitants) should 
come or send to me. Let them do what they think proper.” In thoir address 
the inhabitants of Benares stated : “ He laid the foundations of justice and the 
pillars of the law. In every shape, we, the inhabitants of this country, during 
the time of his administration, lived in ease and peace. We are therefore 
greatly satisfied with, and thankful to him As the said Mr Hastings was long 
acquainted with the modes of government in these regions, so the inmost 
purpose of his heart was openly and secretly, indeed, bent upon those things 
which might maintain inviolate our religious advances, and persuasions, and 
guard us in even the minutest respect from misfortune and calamity In every 
way he cherished us in honour and credit.” The Pundits and other Brahmins 
of Benares sent him an address in which they wrote. “ Whenever that man ot 
vast reason, the Qovernor-General, Mr. Hastings, returned to this place, and 
people of all ranks were assembled, at that time he gladdened the lieart of 
every one by his behaviour, which consisted of kind wishes, and agreeable con¬ 
versation, expressions of compassion for the distressed, acts of politeness, and 
a readiness to relieve and protect every one alike without distinction. To 
please us dull people, he caused a spacious music gallery to be built, at his own 
expense, over the gate-way of the temple of Veesmaswar, whicli is esteemed the 
head jewel of all places of holy visitation He never at any time, nor on any 
occasion, either by neglecting to promote the happiness of the people, oi by 
looking with the eye of covetousness, displayed an mclination to distress any 
individual whatsoever.” The inhabitants of Murshedabad also forwaided an 
address in which they stated that the whole period of Mr Hastings* 
residence m this country exhibited his good conduct towards the inbabitauts. 
No oppression nor tyranny was admitted over any one He observed the rales 
of respect and attention to ancient families He did not omit the performances 
of the duties of politeness and civility towards all men of rank aud station 
when an interview took place with them In affairs concei ning the govern¬ 
ment and revenues, he was not covetous of other men’s money and property, 
he was not open to biibcry. He restricted the farmers and officers in their 
oppressions in a manner that prevented them from exercising that tyranny 
which motives of self-interest and private gam might instigate tliern to obserie 
towards the ryots and helpless He used great exertions to cultivate the 
country, to increase the agriculture and the revenues He transacted the 
business of the country and revenues without deceit, and with perfect pro- 
pi lety and rectitude. He respected the learned and wise men, and in order foi 
the propagation of learning he built a college, and endowed it noth a provision 
for the maintenance of the students, in so much that thousands reaping the 
benefits thereof offer up their prayers for the prosperity of England, and for 
the success of the Company ” Quotations of a similar nature from other 
addresses might be multiplied to any extent But addresses are not the only 
evidence we have of the honour and esteem in which Hastings was held by the 
natives of India. Burke declared in Westminster Hall that under the govern- 
- raent of Mr Hastings the country itself, all its beauty and gloiy had ended m 
a jungle for wild beasts t A Brahmin pilgrim on the banks ot tlio Nerbudda 
declared that ” he had lived under many different Governments and travelled 
m many countries, but had never witnessed a general diffusion of happiness 
' equal to that of the natives under the mild and equitable administration of Mr 
Hastings.”! The testimony of the Brahmin pilgnin was confirmed by Lord 


. DuncKi) VeCRine Goremor of Bombay in 1796, and, after having rulod tie Preudenoy with gnat 

wudom for fourtBen yean, he died on the lUh of Aogast ISll beloved by men of aU and oroede 

+ Lords, yon have eeen the very reverse of aU this under liie merotnent of Ur Hastings, the country 
all Iti beantv and glory ending in a lungle for wiM beasts Yon have tom flonrlshlng families reduced to 
imp'loM that pity*^ which tho^pooresfman ani the meanest sitnation might very weU .aU for '■ (Unrlce’i Speeches and 
Correspondence, Vol II, page 438) 

i Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs,Vol 11, page 70-"I cannot forget the wo^of thiareapectehlc pilgrim j we were near 
a haman trerin the Datbar court when he thus oonclnded bis disoonrse —• As the burr tree, one of the noblest produc 
tmns 111 nature, by extending iM branches for the comfort and refreshment of all who seek its shelter, is emblematical 
of the dsitv. so do the virtues of the Governor resemble the burr-tree; he eitonda hit providence to the remotest 
districts, and stretches out his arms, far and wide, to afford protection and happmew to hit people, snob, is 
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Cornwallis, wlio said m the course of his evidence before the House of Lords 
that Hastings was much esteemed by the natives and Sir John Shore after¬ 
wards Lord Teignmouth, “a man of whose integrity, humanity, and honour it 
18 impossible to speak too highly,”* deposed to the same effect 

In answer to the charge that he violated treaties and disregarded the legiti¬ 
mate rights of native Chiefs, wo have the letters of two of the leading native 
sovereigns to his successor requesting to be treated by him as they were treated 
by Hastings. There are also letters from the sovereign of Berar, from the Nizam, 
from Mahad^ee Soindia to the King and the Company expressing their stiong 
sense of his justice and good faith. His tender regard for the rights and feelings 
of the native Chiefs is testified in the strenuous battle he fought for the Nawah 
of tlie Carnatic and the Vizier of Oude That he was lofty and imperious witli 
those who were disloyal, that he could brook no opposition to his will, may be 
admitted But that he was kind and considerate to those who were loyal, and a 
generous master to those who served him, there are numerous indications in these 
volumes He saw tliat the power of England must be paramount m India, 
and for the honour and greatness of his country he strove with unwearied 
energy and unflinching couiage, but he also desired that the paramount power 
should he surrounded by loyal feudatories allowed to govern their states 
without mterfeience as long as they regarded the welfare and prosperity of 
their subjects 

Absorbed m the work of legislation and administration, in negotiating treaties, 
organising armies, and sending forth expeditions, Hastings had scanty leisure 
to devote to his own affairs and he proved a poor steward of his private fortune. 
He told his judges ‘‘I was too intent upon the means to be employed for 
preset ving India to Great Britain from the hour in winch I was informed that 
France meant to stiam every nerve to dispute that Erapiie with us, to bestow a 
thought upon myself or my own private fortune ” It would have been better 
foi his reputation bad he bestowed more time on the regulation of his house* 
hold, and had been less lavish m his expenditure, and had curbed his generosity, 
But during Ins trial it was clearly shown that the charge of having conta¬ 
minated Ins hands with unlawful gam was wholly without foundation. It 
IS not, however, by evidence produced at his trial that Hastings has been judged, 
but the calumnies of political opponents and the exaggerations of fervent orators 
have been accepted without examination or discrimination The load of oblo- 
quy resting on his memory has in some degree been removed by clearer and juster 
views of the events of his time and the character of the man who did good 
service for lus country and the land m which he toiled for five and thirty years 
His fair fame will not suffer from an examination still more rigid and dispas¬ 
sionate, and for this examination authentic materials are supplied m these 
volumes 


* Mactuby’i Esny on Wnrrcu Haatingf, 
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Prooeedingfl of the Secret Select Committee, from 28th Ap^fl 1772. 


Secret Dejwrtment Port William, the 28th April 1772. 

At a Consultation present • 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

Philip M. Dacres, Esq. 

Thomas Lane, Esq. 

Eiohaud Baewell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq. 

JiMES Lawrell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Beai and approved the Froceedinge of 16 th instant. 

The President informs the Board that in consequence of orders received 
PrMia«»r.itiJKrt*infom,ingth* from the Secret Committee by the Lapwing and re- 
Bo«d o£ tta fiiwre of Muhoiaed ferred to in paragraph the of the geneial 

b«zm Cvm md his Dewan ^ Court of Directors which accompanied 

it, has sent instructions to Mr. Middleton to arrest the persons of Mahomed 
Eetsa Cawn and Bajah Amnt Sing, his Dewan,and to send them under a gu^rd. 
to Calcutta; that he has received advice from Mr Middleton that the same 
baa accordingly been put m execution. His letter to Mr Middleton, and Mr. 
Middleton’s in reply, he desires may stand m the proceedings 

No l-Hn Mtter tetheCbraf To SdUUBt MlODllTOir, Esq 
of (he Dutbu end repi; theioto 

Sir,— By the Lapwing's packel which arrived last night, I received a 
letter from lie Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors, m which 
they direct and enjoin me immediately on the receipt of the said letter to issue 
my private orders for securmg the person of Mahomed Bezza Cawn, and to 
bring him down to Calcutta. 

Their commands are peremptory and require immediate execution, neither 
will the urgency of the occasion admit of delay. Many considerations induce 
me to delegate this trust to you. Tour station and authority point you out as 
the fittest person for it, as the particular confidence, which 1 repose in your 
Integrity and fidelity to our common masters, is a pledge to me for your punc> 
tual Rnd instant discharge of it. 

T^is therefore is to require of you, that upon the receipt hereof you do 
immediateljr arrest the person of Mahomed Bezza Cawn, and send him under a 
sufficient guard to Calcutta, allowing him only the time necessary for furnish* 
ftig himselr with such convemenoes as he may want on the way. 

Your own disposition will make it needless to recommend that every mark 
of tenderness and respect he shown him consistent with the literal {^rformance 

this service; buij it will be best to avoid a personal mefeting with him. I 
fldtise, but do not insist on this, leaving it to your discretion. 

You wdl be pleased to keep a guard on the house of Mahomed Bezza 
ftnd suffer nothing to be removed from it, until you receive further m* 
iiMStici# on this sul^t pither from myself pr the ^ect Committee. 

'i! I mult desire iso that you will cause Bajah Amert ^^Og, the Dewan of 
Cawn, to bpiseiied ^.sent down to Caloutta. 
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It is unnecessary to recommend to you the greatest caution and secrecy m 
the conduct of this business, that it may be the cause of no alarms or disturb* 
ance 

* Fobt William, . ^ have, &c, 

The S4th 4pnl 1772. Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


No 2. To the Honourable WAUBaif Hastings. 

Sir, —In obedience to your commands signified to me in your letter of the 
24tb instant, 1 have the satisfaction to acquaint you that I have this morning 
seized the persons of Mahomed Rezza Cawn and his Bewan Amert Sing, and 
placed proper guards upon their houses and effects. 

As you were pleased to intimate your wish that I should avoid a peisonal 
interview with theNawab I deputed Mr. Anderson, one of my Assistants, to wait 
upon him with a letter from me, and to communicate the disagreeable orders 
I had received r^arding him, at the same time an officer with eight companies 
of sepoys was detached from the brigade to expediate the execution of these 
orders and to guard against any evil consequences which might have issued m 
the city Apprehending that this alarm would occasion some disturbance, I 
went myself with a part of this force, joined to some companies of pergunnah 
sepoys to the killali with a view to explain the matter to the young Nabob, and 
to obviate any consternation or surprise which might have seized him from an 
event thus sudden and unexpected, and at the same time to prevent any irregu¬ 
larities which at this critical juncture the Nizamut sepoys or tho Nabob’s own 
servants might have been tempted to commit, but I had tho satisfaction to find 
that however prudent circumstances might have made these measures appear, 
there was in fact no absolute necessity for their adoption, for I did not discover 
the least tendency to tumult or disorder throughout His Excellency’s depen¬ 
dants and so little inclination did Mahomed Rezza Cawn show to oppose or 
impede the immediate execution of your orders, that he was no sooner acquaint¬ 
ed with the purport of them, than he madua voluntai^ resignation of hmmlf 
and e ffects to the officer who wasjdeputed to take him into custody, and here I 
'Should not do justice to the ^m submission with which he met his unhappy 
fate was I not to notice the readiness he manifested to comply with your orders 
in their fullest extent, and so far from wishing to protract the period of his 
departure from hence, I can venture to assure you, you cannot be more impa¬ 
tient for his arrival in Calcutta than he appears to he, and he accordingly pro¬ 
ceeds on Ills journey tonight under an escort of two companies of sepoys, 
cpmmanded by Lieutenant JLucas 

He proposes embarking at Mirzapore and will require 3 budgerows and 3 6 
baggage boats for himself and his Dewan, these with a small addition to tho 
number of boats for the service of the sepoys, I am to request may be des¬ 
patched from the Presidency with all possible expedition. 


Mootijil, 

The 27th April 1772. 


I am, &c, 

(Sd.) SAMUEL MIDDLETON, 


As the purpose of the Secret Committee in their pnvate command has 
been fulfilled and a# the conduct of Mahomed Rezza Cawn hath been referred 
by the Court of Directors to the examination of the Board at large, the Presi¬ 
dent thinks it necessary as well for their satisfaction as to enable them more 
clearly to understand the meaning of the Court of Directors in the restraint 
which they have thought proper to order on the person of Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn to lay before them an extract of such part of the orders of the Secret 
Committee as respect this particular subject which he desires may be re¬ 
corded — 


No 3 —1 he Prciidenl lays before 
the Board extract of the Orden r« 
ceived from the Secret Coionuttee 
2 


Extract of a letter front the Secret Committee to the tren- 
dent, dated the 28th Augmt 1771. 

/ 
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In order therefore to make him amenable to a due course of justice, and 
to prevent the ill consequences that might result from the resentment and 
revenge, which he may conceive on the knowledge of our intentions, we hereby 
direct and enjoin you immediately on the receipt of this letter to issue your* 
private orders for the securing the person of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, together 
with his whole family and his known partizans and adherents, and to make use 
of such measures as your prudence shall suggest for bringing them down to 
Calcutta, and it is our pleasure and command that they be by no means suffered 
to quit the place until Mahomed Rezza Cawn shall have exculpated himself from 
the crimes of which he now stands charged or suspected, or shall have [only 
and]* for the revenues collected by him in the Chucklali of Dacca, and have 
made restitution of all sums which he may have appropriated to his own use 
either from the Dowannee revenues or the Nabob’s stipend, and until he shall 
have satisfied the claims of all such persons as may have suffered by any act ot 
injustice or oppression committed by him m the office of Naib Devvan. 

The Board, taking into consideration the Company’s orders as expressed 
No 4-Bo»id’» Eewiutiou* m lu tlieir letter to the President, the object it has in 
conetquenec vicw, and the mcasurcs that have consequently been 

pursued, and having received information of the Nawab Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn’s near approach to the Presidency, judge it necessary to come to an 
immediate determination in what manner he shall be received, and having 
viewed the subject m all its different lights are agreed m the following 
resolution —Resolved, that they cannot consistently with the orders of the 
Company and his present situation receive him with the honours which were 
usually paid him on the occasion of liis former visits to Calcutta 

The majority of the Board however, considering the rank of His Excel¬ 
lency Mahomed Rezza Cawn, the station he has filled, and the character and 
consequence he has held in the empire ot Hindustan by the honours and dignity 
conferied on him by the King at the particular instigation of Lord Clive and 
his Council on the part of the Honorable Company, judgejt pioper that one 
of its members bo sent to intimate to him the cause of his seizure, and to 
inform His Excellency of the points on which the Honoiable Company express 
their displeasure, and that they look to us to obtain satisfaction from him for 
the injuries which they conceive their affairs to have sustained by his mis¬ 
management and corrupt administration Resolved in consoquence that Mr 
Graham be appointed to wait upon His Excellency on his arrival at Clntpore , 
and upon that gentleman’s motion for particular instructions to regulate his 
conduct m the discharge of so irksome a duty, the Board is of opinion lio 
should be furnished with a letter from the Government to the following purport 
(here enter, No •), and that he further inform the 
o not onn in un e Nawab in general terms of the beads of the accusa¬ 
tions laid to Ills charge which will afterwards be properly digested and delivered 
to him in writing He is also to acquaint His Excellency tliat it is left at his 
option either to remain at Chitpore or proceed to his house in Calcutta, and 
should he find the Nawab under any apprehension or alarm for the safety of 
his person he is to repiove such wrong impressions by giving him full assurance 
of his personal safety, and further to dissipate all groundless fears it becomes 
necessary he should give His Excellency a competent idea of the Honorable 
the Company’s intention in his seizure, which is merely to render him amenable 
to a dup course of justice. 

The President, Mr Aldersey, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Goodwin beg leave to 
enter their dissents to the last resolution. 

No 6—Mr Goodwin’s Minute 

I think that deputing a member of the Council to meet Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn at Chitpore, though not meant as a mark of lespect by the Board, 
must have that appearance in the eyes of people m general, and I apprehend 
the Company will also deem it as such, which I take to be expressly contrary to 
their intentions as well as inconsistent with the circumstances and situation 
Mahomed Rezza Cawn at present is m; whereas I take it to bo the meaning of 
the Company, by their having been pleased to divest Mahomed Rezza Cawn of 
his office and ordering his person, with his relations, dependants, and adherents, to 

'[Sic laongmal] ^ 
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be seized and brought down to Calcutta, and that measures be takeu to prevent 
their making their escape, that no honours whatever or even the appearance of 
them can or ought to be shewn him. Besides it may have such an effect with 
the natives that it may discourage those who otherwise might have complaints 
to prefer against him from doing it, instead of which I think that all people 
should rather be invited to bring their complamts agamst him and the cause of 
his disgrace proclaimed; in the meantime that both Mahomed Rezza Cawn 
and his Dewan should remain at their houses with guards over them to prevent 
tlieir escaping, and that ho should not be visited or visits received from him. 
It may happen that Mahomed Rezza Oawn wiU prove himself innocent of the 
crimes the Company suspect him guilty of. I wish he may, but from the strong 
manner the Company have wrote regarding him they must have been furnished 
with substantial grounds for their present proceeding, otherwise they would 
surely not have put themselves to the expence of sending out a packet on 
purpose. 

For these reasons I must beg leave to enter my dissent to the resolution of 
the majority of the Board for deputing one of its members with the letters 
trom the Governor to Mahomed Rezza Cawn, which I think would have a better 
appearance if conveyed to him through the Secretary as proposed by the Presi* 
dent, or through the Persian Translator. 


(Sd.) n. GOODWIN. 


No 6—Mr. Hams' Minute 

The President having mformed us that he had in part put in execution 
the orders of the Honorable Company, addressed to him direct by their Select 
Committee in a separate letter per Lapwing enjoining him to seize and secure 
the persons of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, his relations, dependants, and adherents, 
and that the said Mahomed Rezza Cawn with his Dewan are on their way to the 
Prosidoncy, as prisoners under charge of an officer’s party, it appears to pie that 
lie thereby suffers the most apparent marks of disgrace, and their displeasure , 
that the deputing therefore a member of the Board to receive him on his 
arrival is but an ill compliment to him in his present situation, and as whilst 
labouring under tlie serious and heavy charges preferred against him by the 
Honourable Company he must be considered as a culpiit till he had vindicated 
his conduct, he cannot with propriety receive the honours heretofore due to his 
station. Consequently as a member of that tnhunal, before which he is to prov e 
his innocence or stand condemned, I should object to visiting him in my public 
capacity, the intention of the majority of this Board to console him thereby 
under his misfortune I am convinced proceeds from the most humane senti¬ 
ments, but I should suppose the assurances from the President of a candid and 
fair trial, with the mast just and equitable decision, ought to be deemed suffir 
cient consolation to a mind supported by conscious innocence, whereas if he is 
guilty, all that can be said by a member of the Board wiU, and indeed ought 
to be ineffectual, but such a maik of favor aud distinction may in some measure 
bias the weak minds of tho natives in general, and of those in particular 
whoso evidence may bo necessary to his conviction, for which reasons I beg 
leave to enter my dissent to the opinion of the majority. 

(8d.) J. HARRIS, 


No. 7—-Mr. Aldersey's Minute 

In my opinion there will be a manifest impropriety in deputing a member 
of tho Administration to Mahomed Rezza Cawn on his arrival at Cbitpore 
or at the Presidency, as I cannot help thinking that it may be regarded m the 
light of a compliment at least, and that every appearance of that kind should bo 
avoided as totally inconsistent with the intentions of our employers both as to 
tlie mode they have prescribed for making a scrutiny into the conduct of that 
Minister as Naib Dewan and Naib Suhah; and the tendency that any mark of 
respect paid to him under his present circumstances may have to disappoint 
those intentions or render it the more difficult to execute the express com- 
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mands we hare received from the Court of Directors by the Lapwing packet, and 
that whatever it may be thought necessary to communicate from the Board to 
Mahomed Eezza Cawn on his arrival at the Presidency should be done by the 
hands of their Secretary or Persian Interpreter. 


(Sd.) W. ALDERSEY. 


No 8—The Piesident’s Minute. 

The President thinks it his duty to minute that the second resolution has 
passed without his assent. He wishes to shew Mahomed Rezza Cawn every 
mark of attention and even of respect due to the station which he has so lately 
tilled in the administiation of these provinces, and still proper, while his 
conduct 18 only a subject of enquiry. He also thinks it becoming the dignity 
and justice of the Government to give him such assuianccs as a man in his 
situation may stand in need of, whose ideas of the consequences of ministerial 
disgrace have been oiiginally foimed on the despotism and violence of Asiatic 
manners, that however rigidly we may piosecute the enquiries which the Com¬ 
pany have ordered to be made into his conduct, no peisonal ill-will shall be 
allow^ed to take place against him, and that equal and strict justice shall be 
shown him To this effect the President has already written a letter to 
Mahomed Rezza Cawn. 

But houever he may approve of such piivatc intimations he is of opinion 
that any public show of respect to Mahomed Rezza Cawn m his present cir¬ 
cumstances will be inconsistent with the restraint which has been imposed upon 
him, and may counteract the end intended by it, m creating an opinion m the 
minds of the public that his power is but suspended, and thereby discourage 
those wTio may have complaints to prefer against him by the fear of tbcir fall¬ 
ing hereaftei under the effects of his resentment 

He also thinks it very unbecoming the character and dignity of a 
member of this Administration to be employed on a public deputation to a 
man who stands accused by the Court of Directors themselves of the most 
criminal conduct. 

Since however tho majority of the Board have resolved otherwise, he 
thinks it very proper that Mahomed Rezza Cawn should on this occasion bo 
apprized verbally, and m general terms, of the aiticles which have been laid to 
his charge 

Tlie following is copy of the letter to Mahomed Rezza Cawn alluded to 
in the preceding minute of the President 

No, 9—To Mahowbd Rf/zi Ctww, 

From the knowledge which I had of your character before my airival m 
this country, and fiom the friendly intercourse whicli had commenced between 
us, it was ray very earnest wish to cultivate the same good understanding with 
you whic^ had subsisted between you and ray piedec(»sor8 m this Government 
It was therefore with exceeding giief and mortification that I found myselt 
disappointed in those hopes by tho peremptory commands which I have received 
within these few days past from the Company, with which you have been since 
informed by the proceedings of Mr. Middleton, in consequeuco of the directions 
which I was under the necessity of giving him. I am a servant of the Com¬ 
pany, and whatever they order it is my duty to obey nor can I deviate little 
from it I shall be happy m my pnvate character if I can afford you any 
testimony of my good-will or attachment to you of which you will rest 
assured. _ 


As Mahomed Rezza Cawn is now deprived of his office of Naib Dewan 
the Honourable Court of Directors have resolved to stand forth themselves m 
the character of Dewan The Board are of opinion that the Moorshedabad 
Council of Revenuo to Mt for Couucil should be directed immediately to undertake 
the pMient ti Dflwan the couduct of that office until proper plans can be 

formed for the management oi so important a trust. It is therefore— 
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Agreed to send the following direction to that Board 
No lO-Letter to Moor»hed»b«d To Sahdel MiddLkton, Esq, Chief, &c, Council of Reve- 
m coQwqaeucf Due at Moorshedabad, R B 

Gentlemen,— The Honourable the Court of Directors having thought 
proper to divest Mahomed Rezza Cawn of his station of Naib Dewan and 
having determined to stand forth publicly themselves in the character of Dewan, 
we direct that for the present you take charge of that oflBce and perform tlie 
duties of it until we shall have settled and digested a proper plan for the con¬ 
duct and management of so important a trust, and you will immediately make 
this alteration public at the city as well as m all the districts appertaining to 
the province of Bengal. 

Fout ‘William, We are, &c., 

The 28th April 1772 (Sd.) Members of Council 


The Board, considering that the seizure of Amert Sing, who at present 
farms the western division of Radshai, may probably induce the persons 
employed under him in that district to attempt an embezzlement or secretion 
of the revenues, judge it proper to enjoin the Moorshedabad Council to 
pursue immediate measures for securing the rents, and obviating any ill-con¬ 
sequences that might otherwise arise from the pnvation of his authority, and 
the following letter is accordingly written — 

No II—Later 0 IdooMlisdabHd enjoining tlifin to pursue measures To SaMIBI. MiDDLBTON, Esq , 
for securing the revenues of Kadshai, Amnt Sing’s I'ann Chief, &c , Council of Revenue at 

Moorshedabad 

Gentlemen,—A s in consequence of our President’s orders to the Chiet, 
the person ot Raja Amnt Smg, the private Dewan to the Nawab Mahometl 
Rezza Cawn is in confinement, it may be necessary to recommend to you the 
taking such immediate measures as shall prevent the officers and people 
employed under him as the farmer of the Western Division of Radshai trom 
taking advantage of this circumstance by withholding or embezzling any part 
of the revenues or collections of that district, and we lequeSt that you will 
use your best endeavors for securing the payment of his rents and obviating 
any other ill consequences which might otheiwise ensue from this pnvation ot 
Amert Sing’s authority. 

Pout William, We are, &c , 

The 28th April 1772. (Sd.) Members of Council 


No 12—Board’s Minute 

As the charge of neglect or embezzlement of the revenues is equally 
applied by the Court of Duectors to Setabroy, the Naih Dewan of the Bohar 
province, as to Mahomed Rezza Cawn, as they have directed a minute enquiry 
to be made into both, and as the leaving Setabroy in possession of his office 
after the measures which have been taken respecting Mahomed Rezza Cawn, 
and the conclusions which he must necessarily form with regard to himself, 
mav put in his power to elude any enquiry into his conduct either by private 
collusions with his agents or by fight- 

The Board are of opinion that it will be equally necessary to lay an im¬ 
mediate restraint upon ms person and that of his Dewan also. 

President to write to tiie Chief Agreed therefore that tbe President be requested to write to 
of Petiin to npprehend Setabroy the Chief of Patna £oi the above purpose in like mauuer as be 
has wiitten to the Chief of the Durbar 
6 
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Fort William, the 23rd May 1772. 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble Warben IlAaTiNGS, Tresident. 

William Aldebset, Esq. 

Philip M. Bacbes, Esq. 

Thomas Lane, Esq 
Richard Barwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq 
James Lawrell, Esq 
Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Head arid .ipprovpd the Consultation of the 21st instant 

The Board take into consideration the present s^iuation of the army and 
tlie several stations of the troops. The President lays before the Board the 
following distribution of the army, which having been duly and attentively 
considered— 

Resolved it be adopted and immediately issued in General Orders— 


Dtstnbution of the Army. 

1 Company of Artilleiy, 2 Bat-\ To march to and canton at 
tuliODS of Infantiy. j Dinapore under command ot 
I Colonel Champion. 
5B.tUl.c.n,ofS.p«,.. t 

I Battalion of Sepoys, viz , V To garrison Chunargur under 
that of the oldest Captain ] the command of Lieutenant- 
of Sepoys. j Colonel Wilding 


The Company of Invalids now at Allahabad. 


Of the Second lliigade 


Company of Artillery, 1 
Battalion of Infantry, 8 
Battalions of Sepoys. 


1 Battalion of Sepoys, vt:., 
that ot the oldest Captain 
of Sepoys within the pro¬ 
vinces 


To march to and canton at 
Mongeer under command of 
Colonel Champion 

To be stationed at Rajhmahal 
subject to the authority of 
the Collector of that distiicl. 


f 

Of the Third Brigade , 


2nd Battalion of Infantry, 
2 Battalions of Sepoys 


Company of Artillery, 2 To be stationed at Berhampore 
Battalions of Infantry, / under the command of Lieu 
tenant-Colonel Galliez 


1st Battalion of Infantry, 31 At the Presidency under the 
Battalions of Sepoys j comuiand of Lieutenant-Colo- 
\ uel Giant. 


8 Battalions of Sepoys. 


To march to and canton at 
Ghyietta under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Moi- 
gan 


The Officers commanding bodies of the forces which compose the 2nd and 
3 rd brigades are immediately and forthwith to repair with the corps under 
their command to the several destinations assigned them, that they may reach 
their respective quarters before the sotting m ot the rainy season. 

The bodies of the forces now beyond the provinces will receive tbeif orders 
of march from the General. 
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The Officer commanding at Monghyr will wait till ho can be relieved and 
then join his corps. 

The remaining corps of the army to continue where they are at present 
stationed. 

The brigades or parts thereof are to relieve the garrison of Fort William 
according to one of the Regulations issued for that purpose on the 21st of 
August 1769. 

It being the object of Government that the rules of military service re¬ 
specting precedency of rank should be hereafter as strictly adhered to as the 
nature of it will admit, as well as to obviate ill impressions and discourage¬ 
ments arising from every kind of undue preference, it is determined that all 
fixed and established commands, such as garrisons and cantonments, shall in 
future be delegated to the oldest officers excepting on extraordinary occasions 
or pressing necessity, which, from a peculiarity of circumstances may require 
a deviation from the general rule. In such cases the Government means to 
reserve to itself the power of appomting such officers as it shall think proper 

Pursuant to the above resolutions the senior Lieutenant-Colonels not 
holding separate communds are to be appointed to the Sepoy Coips of the 
brigade to which they are attached. 

The Field Officers are stationed to brigades as follows — 


Lieut.-Col. 

(Wilding 
\ Upton 

* * * 1 Infantry. 

Lieut - Col. 

(Muir 

\ Tottingham 

* * j Infantry. 

Lieut.-Col. 

( Grant 
( Galhfcz 

* * ' 1 Infantry. 

Lieut.-Col. 

("Goddard 
j Cummings 
(Moigan 

. . 1 Sepoys. 

Majors 

( Blair 
( Auchmuty 

' * 1 Infantry. 

Majors 

(Hanway . 

\ Stainsforth 

• ■ j Infantry. 

Majors 

< Eyrct 
tWear 

■ ’1 Infantry 


The Board also deliberating on the little service the small body of cavalry in 
the Company’s pay can ever he of, and that m time of actual service it would 
be either exposed to the perpetual hazard of being cut off at any distance tiom 
the infantry or prove an embarrassment if joined to it, reflecting also that the 
expense of a body of horse capable of doing real service would exceed our 
means since the annual cast of so inconsiderable a number as we now maintain 
IS not less than Rupees 3,01,676-1-2— ♦ 

Resolved that the whole cavalry, both European and Ilindostan, be directly 
disbanded and that the European officers, Serjeants, &c., be incorporated with 
the brigades. 
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Fort William, the 1st June 1772. 

At a Consultation, present . 

The Hon’ble Waeren Hastings, Presidenf. 

William Aldeeset, Esq. 

Philip M Dacees, Esq. 

Thomas L4.ne, Esq. 

Richard Harwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq 
Henry Goodwin, Esq 

Read and approved liie proceedings of the 28th ultimo. 

Received the following letter fiom General Sii Roheit Baikei — 

To the Hoiiomable W irren IIastincs, President, &c, Council of Poit William. 

Gentlemen, —I have had the honour to receive your letter of the loth 
ultimo, and arc lejoiced to find that my motives for moving the troopc at Dina- 
pore, although they did not appeal to you from my fust letter so satisfactoiy as 
I could have wished, nevertheless from subsequent lepiesentations have 
proved to correspond with your sentiments on that occasion, and it is with real 
satisfaction I leain that my conduct towaids the Vuior has met with your 
appiohation 

Permit me now, Gentlemen, for your information,* transactions and conduct 
of the acting powers in this quaiter of the Empire for the last tuche months, 
as by it I hope to elucidate more paiticulaily to you and to our Honourable 
employers, how far tlio measures I have taken, have contributed to the 
interest of the seivice, and countei acted such schemes as were evidently pre¬ 
judicial of the Company’s affaiis. 

In my letters to the Secret Committee in tlie year seventy-one, it will 
appear how much I endeavored to prevail on and [amuse]* His Majr>sty from liis 
intended scheme of throwing himself into the hands of the Malirattas, and T 
even preferred a Maliratta war to a Maliratla Government Vei y soon after tlie 
arrival of the Vizicr at the Royal encampment m May seventy-one to take his 
leave of the King, I discovered that llis Excellency w'as canying on piivate 
confci ences w ith Ills Majesty regarding his future opcnitions Wliether tins con¬ 
duct m the Kawnb proceeded from self-interest, or to make the most of His 
Majesty’s distresses and dopaiture as he found the King determined to leave us, 
or wliether lie leally meant at that time to co-operate in the plan His Majesty 
had laid down, I will not take upon me to asseit. But it was evident IIis 
Majesty had made over to him the sunnuds for the Fort of Allahabad, and I ♦' 
have since learnt that he at that time received also fresh grants tor the district 
of Bunali, belonging to Haufess Ramut, in which it was hut too evident he 
had then «ome intentions of acting m conjunction with the King and the 
Malirattas m the reduction of the Rouhilla country The Vizier has himselt 
shewn me the sunnuds for Bunali since my arrival at Shawahad 

The Nabob did not chuse to attend the King himself, because he should 
then have been too much under the influence of the Mahrattas, and liis pride 
would not admit of it, unless he had the sole direction of affairs He however 
assisted the King with ten lacks of rupees and ten thousand men to escort 
him to the capital, and thereby seemed the cession of tlio Fort of Allahabad, 
and the hopes of availmg himself of some advantages by the destruction of the 
Rouhilli When the Mahrattas were directing their arras tow'ards Suwantaul 
repeated messages were sent from the King, desiring the Vizier to attend 
at the presence, and before they attacked that place the Mahrattas sent a Vakeel 
to sound the Vizier and learn his intentions Behur Gee and Mulhar Rao were 
the persons employed upon this occasion, and the Nawab was told that His 
Majesty expected him with his army, without delay, or the consequence would 
be disagreeable to Mm. However 1 bare reason to apprehend that the true 
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intent of this Embassy ^ras to sound His Excellency regarding his co-operating 
with them on this side the rivers by attacking the Rouhilli m the cast, whilst 
they should attack them on the western frontier of their country. The Nawab 
from several prior conversations which I had with him on this subject, began 
to discover the imprudence of such a plan He knew it was contrary to the incli¬ 
nation of the English that His Majesty had thrown himself into their power 
He discovered that then* views were more extensive than he at first imagined, 
and dreading their establishing themselves so near his own dominions, ho 
knew that the total crush of one of the Mussulman powers must add as much 
strength to the Mahratta tribe He was not insensible of our jealousy ot those 
powers, nor indeed could he depend on then sincerity, for it migiit have hap¬ 
pened that when he had assisted them in the reduction of the Rouhilli they 
would have destroyed him, and he could with little confidence call the assistance 
of the English forces alter having drawn a war so ridiculously on himself He 
reflected on all the arguments winch I had so frequently made use of to him 
at the conference at Benaies, as will appear by my letters to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee at that time, when it was determined he should join the Rolnlli in oppo¬ 
sition to the intentions ot the Mahrattas to pievent His Majesty falling into 
their bands He had also doubts whether his connections with those poweis 
might not draw him into measures that would infringe upon the treaty between 
him and the English. In short he considered the interest of the English and 
that of the Mahmttas so diametucally opposite to each other, that to prosecute 
his plan he must either give up the one, or the other, and eonsideiing his dis¬ 
position and situation it is no wonder upon reflection that he gave up tlie 
Mahrattas, and the precanous hopes of acquisition, for the more solid and seeurfi 
system of remaining satisfied m lus Souhahship with the tuendship ot the 
English But upon this conclusion consequences started up befoic him, and 
lie viewed the resentment of the King and Mahrattas m strong colors It was 
then that ho wrote me when I was at Benares requesting a conference at Eaiza- 
bad, and sent Elioh Cawn, with the MahratU Vakeels, to relate to me the 
message which they biought to the Vizier 

The Nawab found himself embarrassed in difficulties from which he could 
not extricate himself. The Mahrattas were then advancing towards the Rohilli, 
and he wanted the advice and assistance of his allies The knowledge of these 
circumstances were my inducements for acquiescing in His Excellency’s request, 
and at our first interview after my arrival lie mtorined me with much 
anxiety that his situation was become very critical, that his possessions and re¬ 
putation wcio m danger by his withholding himself Ilom the schemes of the 
confederates, that to obey His Majesty^s directions under tbo present circuna- 
stances, he was resolved not to do, as the Mahratta Chiefs had too great an 
ascendancy over the King for lam to support the dignity of liis station, tliat 
ho might be necessitated to enter into measuies opposite to his inclmatious, 
and mteiest, or otherwise leaving the King under worse pretensions than not 
joining him at all To remain inactive, and see the Rouhilli reduced by tlie 
Mahrattas was as bad, oi worse, for ho very justly ohsei ved that the Rouhilli 
would, to prevent a total extirpation, undoubtedly give up a part of their 
country, and would consequently be necessitated to pm tlieir aims to the 
Mahrattas Such a general confedeiacy would immediately fall on him as their 
next object, and he further observed that in such case he must claim the per¬ 
formance of our treaty for the defence of his possessions On the other hand, 
should the Mahrattas decline lecemng any conditions of peace from tho 
Rouhilli, and the King detcimme on then overthrow, such an acquisition of 
countiy and riches would strengthen that power (already arrived at too gicat 
a height) to a very dangeious degree, particularly by estabhshing themselves 
so immediately adjoining his dominions they would be ever ready to fall on him 
wlien opportunity offered by his troops being called to the assistance of lus 
allies. It was this therefore that occasioned him such uneasiness He told me 
he saw the danger of permitting the Rouhilli to bo subdoied, and letting the 
Mahrattas destroy the Mussulman powers one after the other m this Empire, 
It was then he made the proposal of marching his whole forces to the western 
fronticis of his domimons, having received letters from the Rouhilli Chiefs 
requesting his assistance to save them from the impending blow, and the 
Nawab judged that on his appearance at the frontiers, and my being with lunii 
10 
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which was necessary to giveconfidencoto his negotiations, he could effect a com¬ 
promise between the Mahrattas and the BouhilU for a sum of money, and that 
by giving up a proportion of their country for His Majesty’s support, they 
would remain in possession of such parts as would be a barrier to His Excel¬ 
lency’s dominions, it will also appear in my letters to the Committee why it 
was so particulaily necessary I should attend him on this business Soon after 
our arrival at Lucknow, the Nawab received answers to the proposals he had 
made to Haufiss Rahmut that were little satisfactory to him, nor did they 
appear inclinable either to defray his expenses or give him a part of the re¬ 
covered country on the other side of the Ganges, pretending that an opposition 
was as necessaiy for the preservation of his own country as for theirs 

It now became necessary to urge the Nawab to proceed to the frontier 
with hi8 army, and be in a position ready to defend his own or the Corah 
province, and there wait the fate of war, since no terms could bo made with the 
Rouhilli, nor could His Excellency be prevailed on to march to their assistance, 
unless the English would attend him, although I represented the advantages ot 
defending the llouhilli possessions m preference to bis own, which might pro¬ 
bably be the case when the Roulnlli were reduced Having failed in our nego¬ 
tiations I had nothing left but to throw confidence into the Roulnlli, as would 
induce them to stand on their defence, and not enter into any treaty with tlio 
Mahrattas , and I could not have hit on a more effectual way tlian by assuring 
them, that dining their absence for the defence of Succurtaul no advantage 
would he taken by His Excellency on their possessions adjoining to Ins country, 
having previously obtained a promise fiom the Vizier to this effect These 
assuiances they leceived with joy, and actually began then march for Suecur- 
taul, when accounts of the passage of the Mahrattas over the Ganges and the 
defeat of Zahitah Cawn reached their ears The panic uhich ran through the 
wiiole Roulnlli tribe is inconceivable, each chief considcied nothing but the 
safety of himself and family , and having left their towns, and villages to the 
plunder of their own rabble, they most shamefully fled to the jungles, leaving 
the whole country open to the enemy 

His Excellency, from such unheard'of cowardice in tlie Roulnlli, concluded 
the Mahrattas would consequently detach a consideiable part of their army to 
seize on such of the effects of the Roubilli winch they could not cany off, 
and leave a detachment of their troops to prosecute the siege of Nudzib Gun, 
and this conclusion led him to appiehensions for his own safety He applied 
to me for the assistance of a hiigade, saying that now the junction ot our 
forces became a necessary measuie for the defence of Ins countiy, and that if 
any attempt should bo made, the time taken in writing to the Government and 
receiving their ordcis for the march of a brigade would allow tlie Mahrattas to 
make their attempt before oui troops could be under older of march, and le- 
questing I would direct them to proceed immediately. Considering the Nawab’s 
flighty disposition, I did not liesitate to order the tioops at Dmapoie to march, 
not only for the reasons winch he assigned, but to prevent him also from 
entering into improper treaties with the Mahrattas, since all the arguments I 
could have made use of w'ould not have availed under Ins seeming apprehen¬ 
sions , and I was ceitam when he knew our forces were under march, the 
dread of our resentment would keep him from improper schemes, and give 
him spirit to withstand their offers, for ho could not possibly have engaged 
himself in any treaty witli those powers, but what must have been prejudical 
to the Company’s affairs if not immediately m some future time, and indeed 
I esteemed the present opportunity of supporting the Vizier a fortunate cir¬ 
cumstance to our affairs m India since it not only convinced the Nawab of our 
readiness to assist him, but it likewise became a test of bis attachment and real 
sentiments towards us For it is a trial winch few Hindostanders could be 
able to stand, and considering the suspicion which it was natural for us to 
entertain of lus extraordinary military improvements, it appeared as if 
fortune had thrown these events in the way to prove bis sincerity To have 
abandoned him therefore in tins conjunction of affairs, or indeed not to have 
shewn the readiest exertion of our endeavors to support him, would have been 
a failure on our part, and to have waited the Committee’s instructions on this 
head must to a man m his situation have appeared as an evasion to amuse him 
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under the expectation of our assistance, the consequences «rhich have arose 
from the measures I pursued are apparent by the present situation of affairs. 

The Mahrattas from a certain knowledge of the English being on the 
march to ]om the Vizior, and my appearance at the frontiers with a few batta¬ 
lions ]Oined to His Excellency’s army, chose not to march a part of their troops 
to follow their successes, but retained tbeir whole aimy together for the simple 
sieges of Nudgib Gur and Pattur Gur, and from these delays they have lost 
the season to conclude their operations The Rouhilli who are preserved from 
extirpation have expressed their acknowledgments in several letters from their 
Chiefs to me, particularly Haufiss Rahmut’s letter, wherein he says— 

“ At this ]uuctuie that you and the Vizier with a view to the interest of the Rniihilli 
Chiefs have proceeded a#far as Shawabad It has been productive of the gieatest advantaffe, 
hut tor this Mahiattas even now had entered this country We owe this benefit to the 
Almighty, and the friendship of you and the Vizier " 

We are now assured that Sujah u’dowlah shews an implicit confidence in our 
advice, and when we take him by the hand he has resolution to withstand the 
intrigues of other powers with the alluring prospect of accumulated countiies 
The reception of the fugitive Zahitah Khan who airived yesterday, and the 
probability ot Haufiss and the other Sardars throwing themselves under his 
protection, has given him a reputation which he never would have acquiicd had 
I not been with him. The distressed King too seeing the intentions of the 
self-interested Mahrattas, and the very little respect they pay to His Majesty will 
open his eyes, and it is piobable upon the departure ot those powers, unless 
they force him with them, he will join the Vizier in the management of the 
affaus of the Empire, m which case I leave you to judge, Gentlemen, what a 
reputation the Company must acquire by being the means of such a prospeious 
junction, the Rouhilh too will never forget their obligations and the powers- 
must view us in a favorable light 

Let us for a moment reflect on the consequences of having left the Vizier to 
himselt during the present commotion I believe it is not to be doubted, but ho 
would have been deeply engaged in the destructive plan of the Mahrattas. 
Considering his flighty disposition, the flattevuig prospects of acquiring half the 
Rouhilh country, the resentment he bore that tribe, and the invitations he re¬ 
ceived from the King and the Mahrattas, how could ho withstand it, the conse- 
quenees of such a junction, such connections, requires but little contemplation, 
an alliance with those powers defensive to their new possessions aie natural 
suppositions The establishment of tho Mahrattas and their increase of 
stiength, a tiam of otlier ciicumstanccs will follow in your imagination, and it 
lequues no great penetration to judge of events had a Eieuch invasion taken 
place 

Tho payment of the extra expenses occasioned by the troops being called 
to the assistance of the Vizier has been agreed on. I shall now settle the mode 
of that payment 

Camp at Shawabad, I am, &c, 

The 15th May 1772 (Sd) B BARKER. 

Port William, the 4th June 1772. 

To 

The Hon’blk JEAN BAPTISTE CHEVALIER, 

Pkbsidbnt, &c, Cockcil at Chandebnaoorb. 

Gentlemen, —The letter which you did us the honour to write to us, dated 
the 23rd of March last, was received m due course, and would have obtained 
a more speedy reply had not the multiplicity of papers which accompanied it, 
all lequiung translation, and the attention we wished to bestow on a subject 
which you deem of importance, obbged us amidst the hurry of more pressing 
affairs to postpone it till this day. 

But before we enter into the subject of your immediate complaint, you 
oblige 118 to le-call to your attention some circumstances relative to the former, 
since you have taken an advantage of our candor m the censure of Mr. Cotes 
which we are soiry to say appears to us neither fair nor generous. You tell us 
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in your letter that you were in hopes of more tranquillity after our “ acknow¬ 
ledgment of the injuries you had received by the many acts of violence and 
force committed by Mr. Cotes ” We ask you, Gentlemen, where we make 
this acknowledgment ^ That neither your superiois nor ouis may be deceived 
by such an assertion, we shall here re-capitulate the sum of what we wrote 
respecting the transactions alluded to We complained of the violent and arbi¬ 
tral y conduct of Mr, Chambon, in which it plainly appeared the disputes 
between him and Mr Cotes had their oiigm , but leaving him to your justice, 
we declared that however groat we thought the provocation which urged Mr. 
Cotes to free the Pycar Pockurdoss from the confinement m which he was 
forcibly detained by Mr Chambon, yet we disapproved and condemned the 
precipitate manner which he took to effect it We blamed him for his behavi¬ 
our towaids Mr Chambon, and for the lash step he took in the delivery of the 
Pycar, by which he very mdiscieetly deprived himself of the privilege of com¬ 
plaint fCr the injuries he had sustained, and transferring it to Mr Chambon 
who was himself the aggressor. Such, Gentlemen, and no more was the 
acknowledgment wo made, but further to convince you of our sincerity and to 
set you an example of removing every bar to mutual harmony we immediately 
determined on the removal of Mr. Cotes from Kerpoy, w'bere he had faithfully 
served bis employers and erred only through the heat and indiscretion of youth 
It is not neeessaiy that w'e should inform you of the particular reasons which 
have induced us to suspend the execution of it, and to allow of bis continuance 
at Kerpoy till this time, since wo are well assured that his presence can have 
had no mlluenco on your affairs, ot which we received no hotter proof than that 
we have received no complaint against him, and since Mr Chambon, the author 
of all these disputes, both continues in his station, and if we may judge from 
the tenor of your letter, is fixed to remain there, wo know not for what pur¬ 
pose, unless it he to furnish additional matter for disturbing the good under¬ 
standing between your Company and ours. 

If you mean to excite and treasure up a variety of trivial complaints to 
he thrown together into one sum and used afterwards as occasion shall prove 
fa\oiab]e, you could not have employed a fitter Agent The harmony and good 
understanding between the two Companies will always ho at the mercy of Mr, 
Chambon, while he is at liberty by pmchasing private debts ot 19 years' stand¬ 
ing under the plea of transfer for the payment of those claimed by your 
Company, to draw us into disputes equally irksome and unprofitable 

But his late subject of complaint is of a new and extraordinary kind. 
It seems that the Government of the country of Burdwan in ordei to restiam 
the unbounded licentiousness of your Residents and Gomastahs, had found it 
necessary to establish a Court of Cutcherry with a Zilladar or Officer at the 
head, for the sole hearing and deciding on all claims ot debt, and expected 
that your Factory should submit to its authority One should think that to a 
nation so enlightened as the French and so conversant m the universal rights 
and powers of Government there could be no necessity of pointing out the 
legality, as well as the justice and the expediency of such a measure, yet it is 
this alone of which your Resident complains as a piece of the most flagrant 
injustice , and which you. Gentlemen, have qualified with tlie names of contra¬ 
diction, chicanery, and even violence itself. Had Mr Chambon objected to 
the equity of the decisions of the Zilladar, with proofs to support him, there 
might have been some colour of complaint, but ho has effectually precluded 
himself from this by refusing to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Court • 
and we for the same reason are prevented either from interfering m order to 
procure him redress, supposing him to be injured or from entering into a 
minute discussion of his complamt, since it is not on the merits of the parti¬ 
cular case, hut on the general principle on which ho rests You deny the right 
in the country Government to establish this Court, and therefore condemn 
its authority, but these are opimons which can neither be justified nor 
admitted 

Let us, however, see what is the alternative you propose to this regular, 
and what we affirm to be a legal mode offered to you for the recovery of your 
debts—an unbounded power of seizing by force through the whole country the 
persons, effects, and papers of those who are mdebtedto your Company, or to their 
13 
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semntg or Gomastahs, or even to private people whose dealings are foreign to 
yours, but whose debts you may have chosen to buy up. These pretensions 
need only be advanced to be exposed. Upon what principle of justice or policy 
can you expect to be supported in them ? You cannot surely imagine that the 
Government will ever permit, or we consent, to the exercise of an authority 
that would render you absolute master of the country. If you, or rather your 
servants, are suffered to seize at thdr pleasure whomsoever they think lit, 
without any check, to call your debtors, to imprison them, to drag them before 
them, where they sit both as judge and party, and finally to dispose of them at 
their mercy, does it not follow that the liberty and security of every individual 
IS laid at your feet ? For what you now pretend to with regard to Pykars or 
weavers only might soon be extended to labourers, farmers, merchants, and 
even to the zemindars of the country, since the only criterion you allow to 
measure your justice by is your own declaration of the debt, and on this the 
exercise of your power to remain uncontrolled. Whatever may be the purpose 
of claiming such powers we are convinced you cannot m your own minds 
approve of them Even Mr. Chambon, in the affair of his seizing Durgacliurn, 
makes no scruple of declaring that he would agree to the violence and in¬ 
justice of his own proceedings, did not the English act in the same manner. 
Supposing for a moment it were as he alleges, can the invariable principle of 
nght and wrong depend upon usage or prec^ent ^ What is wrong is wrong 
(morally speaking) in all situations, and from whatever hand it comes A 
contrary sentiment may become the breast of the Resident at Kerpoy, but you. 
Gentlemen, in the u isdom of your Councils will not surely adopt it 

The assertion you make of our having acted in the same manner we abso¬ 
lutely deny We never claimed this extraordinary power, on the contrary our 
incessant labours have been employed to check and repress all violences m the 
administration of our affairs, and if the presumption of individusls iii our 
service hna ever hurried them beyond the bounds of justice and moderation m 
Iheir dealings w ith tho country people, they have alwaj s from this Board met 
with the discouragement and censuie they deserved We arc not ignorant that 
in the former unsettled state of the country several coraplainU were made, of 
which you are pleased to remind us How far they were just we do not 
exactly know, but on this head wc cannot do better than refer you to the 
gentleman who has the honor to pre'udo at your Board His connections with 
the English at that period were considerable, and he was involved with others 
in the subject of those complaints against us We are far from imagining 
that he exceeded the powers which you now claim as matter of right, and 
yet the'se were sufficient to draw censure on us, and weie actually assigned as 
some of the piincipal reasons for proceeding to violence against us The 
gentleman referred to has too much caudor to deny that in these pietensions 
he met with no support from our Boaid 

You are also pleased to remind us of tfie revolution which, as you observe, 
bestowed on us the degree of power we at this time enjoy. Suffer us in our 
turn to observe that the revolution you allude to, though effected solely by the 
blood and treasure of the English, has turned out to the general advantage of 
all the European Powers We have thereby acquired no preference to tiade hut 
what natuially arises from the extent of our dealings and correspondence, and 
other Companies are enabled under our protection to carry on their commerce 
m peace and security, unincumbered with high expences and military establish¬ 
ments, emancipated from arbitrary taxations and interruptions of their inland 
trade; and they are no longer exposed to the indignity of having their factories 
surrounded by armed forces, and their gates shut up at the pleasure or caprice 
of the rulers of the country. You, Gentlemen, must have experienced its 
good effects at a time, when it would have surpassed the power of any manage¬ 
ment in India, to have borne you up against the distresses of the Company m 
France, if at the same timo, you had been exposed as heretofore to all the violence 
and despotism of a Moorish administration. 

Such were the oppressions to which you and all the European Companies 
were in former times exposed, and to which they patiently submitted, and, yet 
Gentlemen, you now talk of the humiliation your nation receives from being 
obliged to have recourse to a regular Court of Justice for the recovery of your 
14 
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debts We cannot reply to this; your sensibility in this respect must depend 
on ycur own ideas, and not on our judgment. We only lament their delicacy 
which prepares from such a circumstance so great a mortification. You will 
permit us to observe that the English nation m India has at all times been 
euqally attentive to the maintenance of their national honour and reputation, 
yet at no time did v'e ever conceive it to be an humiliation for us to yield a 
proper submission to tlie equitable regulations of the country pohcy. 

We cannot avoid taking notice of one reason you in particular assign for 
applying to us on the occasion of your present complaint, “ that the province 
ot Burdwan makes part of our proper acquisition, and consequently we alone 
havo_ the right to order and command there the same as in Calcutta ” If 
this is the case, you answer yourselves. You suiely would not refuse to ac¬ 
knowledge the junsdiction of our Cateberry m Calcutta, nor would Mr 
Charnbon within its limits dare to seize any ot his debtors, and drag them into 
confinement by his own authority, any more than Mr Stuart would presume to 
do the same in Cliandernagore. If we have the right to order and command 
why, while you assert, do you dispute it ? 

With regard to the proposition of taking your debts upon ourselves, did 
it depend upon us alone, we would gladly embrace it to free us from these 
disagreeable altercations, nor do we believe it would be a great undertaking, 
if we are to judge from the magnitude of the complaints of Mr Chambon’s 
letters, and the claim quoted by him as the immediate source of his present 
grievances, which does not appear to exceed il71-4i-30, little more than 200 
livres But this is a point which w'e as agents for others are without authority 
to undertake. We are however ready at all times to afford veiy reasonable 
assistance to facilitate the rccoveiy of your debts, and that you may no longer 
have a pretext to complain of the authority of these Courts, and to give you 
the strongest proof in our power of our candor and desire of supporting your 
Company m its just pretensions, we submit to your consideration whether the 
mode of arbitration would not be the effectual and least exceptionable of any. 
It 18 , as you well know, the common practice of the country and therefore will 
be readily assented to by the natives If you approve of this wo will use our 
influence with the Rajah for his authority in putting your balances in this 
course of liquidation, and are willing to interfere m it ouiselves as far as you 
shall think proper in reason to require. 

This, Gentlemen, is, what for the sake of harmony we propose to you, 
and thus far we will go, but we never can admit of’the pretences you set up 
We disclaim all such for ourselves, and cannot allow them in others Wo 
beseech you therefore to depart from them and from those proceedings, in con- 
sequonoe of which the country so loudly complains It has ever been the 
glory of the English nation, jealous of her own privileges, to stand foith on 
dl occasions in support of the general rights of mankind The people of this 
country look up tons for protection, and wo cannot better employ the power 
we possess tlian m saving them from oppression. Our interest as well as duty 
prompts us to this Our title to the revenues would soon become vain and 
illusive if their collections were to bo interrupted at all times at the will of 
any of your factors or Goraastahs, and the people of the country harassed and 
driven from then habitations Be persuaded we never can consent to the claims 
set forth in your letter and will not cease to oppose them. We esteem and 
lespect the Frencli nation, and will endeavour to cultivate their friendship by 
every fair and honountble means, but we cannot to this desire sacrifice justice, 
good order, the rights of the people, and the duty we owe to our nation and 
our employers. 

We hope. Gentlemen, this candid exposition of our sentiments upon the 
subject of jour letter now befoie us will set the matter to you and to all tho 
world in its true light, and serve to put a stop to further altercations of this 
nature between tho two Companies in this part of India 

Signed by the President, 

Fort William, 

The 4th June 1772. 

Agreed it be immediately truDseiibed and sent. 
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Fort William, the 16th June 1772. 

At A Consultation, present. 

William Aldersbt, Esq, President 
Richard Harwell, Esq. 

James Harris, Esq, 

Henry Goodwin, Esq 

Read £.nd approved tlip Proceedings of the 4Ui instant. 

Read tlie following letter from the Council at Chandeinagore — 

No 1—To 

Tub Hos’blb WARREN HASTINGS, 

Governor & President, & to the Gentlemen of rne 

Council at Calcutta, 

Gentlemen, —This is the third letter we have the honour to write to you, 
to complain of the continual obstacles that we have long since incessantly met 
with in the recoveiy of what remains due to our Company m the An rungs. 
We at first thought, with reason, that those people who laiscd them acted of 
their own accord, and that you would not hesitate to do us justice the moment 
you were informed of it, but your silence upon a subject so interesting, not 
having even vouchsafed to leply to our letters, proves sufficiently that m the 
whole of this affair your agents have only executed your ordcis Ho not then 
be surprised to see us take the measures in this respect ■hIucIi our duty obliges 
us to do, as well as the actual account that we have to lendei of our conduct to 
our superiors, who would have reason to make us the sharpest reproaches and 
the most justly merited, if we did not lay the account before them, and m 
such a raannei as to piove to them that we have neglected nothing, but to tho 
contrary that we have made use of every possible means to hinder their 
interests, which aie entrusted to us, from being endangered, to complete this 
object we have only one single method remaining, winch is again once more to 
repeat to you, as we do tins day, our entreaties to cause tho obstacles of av Inch 
we complain and which occasion the most considciable damage and the greatest 
confusion to our affairs to be removed Tf you persist in not paying attention 
to them, and in not assigning tho reasons tons which you may have for causing 
us such consideiable losses, we hope you will not take amiss the regular protest 
which we propose sending you, accompanied AAuth the general account of what 
lemains due to us and which you prevent oui recoveiing Those will at least 
serve us a little and a proof to our supeiiors m France, who will afterwards look 
for the method AAdncli shall appear most convenient to them to get the justice 
done them m England which you have constantly denied us here. They will 
judge at the same time. Gentlemen, whetlier important letters which tieat of 
national affaiis and which aie written to you by a Council who is the repre* 
seutative of its nation, ought to appear in your eyes an object of too little conse¬ 
quence to merit an answer 

On oui part, wliat comforts us is that we have no reproach to make to 
ourselves We have spared notlimg on all occasions to create and enteitain 
that union and harmony which it would be so desuable to see reign between 
you and us, but so far from having been able to succeed, we have had nothing 
but the coucern to sec the innumeiable multitude of oppressions which they 
have made us suffer increase, and against which we have always in vain 
implored your justice The subject of this letter is a fresh proof of it, which 
leaves not the least room for doubt 

They deprived us by foice and violence of the ground of Chandola, which 
AA'C had bought for the purpose of transporting our factory of Jougdia [to]* (which 
is more and more threatened to be overflowed by the sea) in spite of our 
having been in possession of it more than four or five years, and of our having 
paid tor it to the zemindar of the place for which we have the pattah. We 
frequently prefcried our complaints to you about it at the time. You know 
yourselves Avhat justice we have obtain^. We have been iniquitously and 
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shamefully driven from this place and still are so, notwithstanding the evident 
risk our factory at Jongdia runs, which has made no impression upon your 
minds. 

For many months past your Agent at Houghly, Mr Lushington, under the 
name of Fougedar of that place, has not ceased to oppress our trade M'lth a 
thousand difficulties and chicanes every one more unreasonable than the 
former. He stops all our boats without having any cause, and under frivolous 
pretences, which only shew his deterimned ill-will not to call it anything more. 
It was in this manner that a few days ago he stopped several, which the Fouge¬ 
dar (who only acts by his orders) obstinately refused (in spite of all our re¬ 
presentations) to let come on to Chandernagore. It happened that a violent 
gale of w'lnd aiose, and they all perished, which caused a considerable loss to 
a private person of our colony named Mr DelaBat. Wc immediately demand¬ 
ed justice of the Fougedar, this man sends our .Vakeel to Mr Lushington who 
in his turn sends him back to the Fougedar. It was then, at seeing ourselves 
thus tossed about, we declared to this gentleman by a letter which our Presi¬ 
dent wrote to him, that until he had rendered justice against the authors of 
this accident he could not disapprove of our suspending the payment of the 
rents, which we owe for some land dependant on our colony. Mr. Lushington, 
who looked upon this letter as oftendmg the majesty of his post, immediately 
took his revenge upon several other boats that are actually stopped, and which 
they refuse to release. Be, Gentlemen, the judges of this proceeding and see 
how much Mr Lushington deserves to be reprimanded for it by you. With 
what right does ho stop our boats in any case ? And why does he not lot them 
arrive at Chandernagore accordmg to the immemorial custom, and m the 
manner it has been constantly practised? Have they ever lefusod to pay him 
duty upon the merchandize ? A proof to the contrary results from tlic last 
account that was agreed to with hia receiver, by which there only remains a 
balance due to him of about R40. Was it then to secure the payment of so 
moderate a sum that he should put a stop to our trade as he does That 
would be laugliahle and ridiculous, besides it only depends upon himself to 
receive these R40 when ho pleases to demand them. If he has any other 
lawful reason for acting in so strange a manner, be kind enough to let us know 
them that we may be enabled to answer them m urging ours, in the meantime 
we beg. Gentlemen, you will send him the most positive order that he may not 
again disturb the operations of our trade, and that he may release our boats, 
which have been actually detained above these eight days, and which run the 
same risk as those that have already perished. 

We have the honour to he with all the sentiments of the most perfect 
considerations, , 

Gentlemen, 



Your, &c., 

(Sd) 

CHEVALIER. 

(..) 

FUICOLAD. 

(..) 

J. PANON. 

(,.) 

SINFRAY. 

(») 

BRETJ. 


Chandbrnagorb, 
The nth June 1772. 


Agreed extract of the above letter be sent to the Collector of Houghly and his immediate 
and particulai answer required 
No. 2.—To 

Mb William Lushington, 

Collector of Houghly 

Sir, —We have received a letter from the Director and Council of Chander- 
nagore, containing some heavy complamts against your conduct, an extract 
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whereof is enclosed for your more particular information and that you may 
transmit to us a detail of the circumstances as they really happened to enable 
us to decide upon the subject in question. 


We are, Sir, &c , 

Signed by the President & Council. 

Fort William, 

The 16th June 1772. 


As we have already replied so fully in our last letter to the several com¬ 
plaints made by the French, 

It IS resolved to postpone answering this letter until we hear from the 
Collector at Hooghly 


Secret Deportmout jopt William, the 18th Junc 1772. 

At a Consul rATioN, present 
William Aldeesey, Esq, President 
Eichard Babwell, Esq 
James IIaeris, Esq 
Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 15tb instant 

Received the followinjr reply fiom Mahomed Rezza Cawn to the several ai titles of accusa¬ 
tion against him as extracted from the Company'b ordeis undei date .i8th August and lecoided 
upon our Consultation of the 16th ultimo — 

No 1—Trauslatiou of a letter from the Nawab Mahomed Razza Cawn under date 26th 
May 1772 

I have the pleasure to enclose Your Excellency an answer of each separate 
article of the translation of the Company’s orders relative to me, which you 
enclosed me in your letter As you are intent upon justice and equity, I have 
the most flattering assurance that the invention of designing men (m what 
they wrote to the Directors of England) will m a little scrutiny hecome evident 
to you, and that these propagators of reports, who have brought me, the Com¬ 
pany’s well-wisher, in this situation, may be punished agieeable to their crime, 
and I receive justice, and my well-wishes being repeatedly tued by the Direc- 
tors m England, I may receive more honour than before I am ready to reply; 
and I flatter myself that I maybe honoured with an interview with you and the 
Gentlemen of Council, and that you will issue your directions for withdiawing 
tho guards of the Sircar, for they being stationed over me is the occasion of 
many evils In the first place my helpless children both here and at Moorsheda- 
bad are terrified In the second place, being dismissed from my station, it is 
requisite that I should consider for my expcnccs, and plan for the payment of 
the loans of the merchants, which are very great, and the writers on account of 
the sentries cannot have access to mo with their papers and accounts, and it is 
not probable that without understanding the accounts of the merchant, and my 
servants, that I can plan for lightening my expences I have particularly 
represented to you my circumstances Whatever your understanding the re¬ 
pository of justice points out, direct that I may not be sunk under the weight 
of ray exponces, and that I may no longer be ruined m the eyes of the 
public. 

The underwritten is an answer to the five articles of accusation against me, 
extracted from the Company’s letter under date 28th August 1771 and received 
from the Goveinor and Council of Calcutta, under date l7th SufBn 1186 of the 
Hijerry agreeable to the 22nd May 1772.— 
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Article let. —That he hath withheld the payment of a large balance due 
from liira on account of the revenues of the Chuckla of Dacca, M'hieh ueie 
collected by him during the time he was the renter of the said Chuclvla 

Answer —At that time, which was the scene of the troubles of Meer 
Mahomed Cossim Cawn, and for tear of whom no one gave attendance, what 
were the [necessary well-wishers]* for the Company and assistance to the deceased 
Nawab Meer Mahomed Jaffir Cawn those I performed, and at his particular 
solicitation I consented to go to Dacca In the Bengal years 1170 and 1171 I 
payed the amount ot whatever was collected on account ot the revenues ot the 
Daxsca province, without a dam variation, besides that, in the Bengal years 
117? and 1173 what was received on account of balances, &c , that likewise I 
accounted for to Mr Verelst at the time of the appointment of the salaries, 
that gentleman paid part of it to Maliaiajah Daleb Ram and to Malmiajah 
Shetab Roy on account of tbeir allowances, and tlie remainder lie accounted 
for in my salary. After that, at the ooraniencement of the Bengal year ll?!-, 
Ml Sykes agieeable to the ordeis of the Gentlemen in Council went to that 
province and examined my receipts to the end ol the year 1173, and he found 
no diUerence in my accounts , and from that year what receipts your vassal ac¬ 
counted tor (alter the greatest scrutiny) being included m the handebust, that 
gentleman apjiointed an Araeen on bis own part to keep a check account of 
the daily receipts , be pleased, Gentlemen, to examine this. 

Aitiole 2nd —That of his own authority and knowing the same to bo 
contrary to the expiess oideis of the Company, and the regulations of the 
Select Committee, he did grant perwannahs to certain mciehants tor a mono¬ 
poly of tlie trade in salt for tillee years, and thereby occasioned a loss on the 
Company's duties on that article 

Answer —Soohoram Pawlet and Gunney Sam Siicar received a perw'annah 
for the sale of salt at Gualparah (which is the district on the borders of 
Assam) after the payment of tbc stipulated duties Bioni the tenor ot their 
engagements, on account of the sale of salt in that district whate\er they 
paid to tlie Royal Cutcbeiy, exclusive of the regular duties, was an advantage, 
and not a disadvantage to the Comjiany, and I did not give grants to mei chants 
for an exclusive three yeais’ trade which lias occasioned a loss to the Snear, do 
you. Gentlemen, be pleased to examine this ? And a person by name Tclcuke 
Ram requested a peiwannah for erecting a thousand new collieries in the per- 
gunnah of Roy Mungul, and considering that the making of a thousand new' 
colheues in that distiict w'ould be an mciease in the manutdcture of salt, and 
an increase oi duties to the Company's Siicar, I gianted him a perwannah, but 
he quailelling with the merchants there, and they complaining, m two or three 
months afteiwaids I suspended him, and piohibited him that business, and the 
perwannah was never carried into execution , be pleased, Gentlemen, to examine 
this. 

Article 3rd —That in the exercise of the authority committed to his 
charge he has been guilty of many acts of violence and injustice towards the 
natives and subjects of the province of Bengal, and in pai ticular that during 
the height of the iamine in the year 3709 he "did issue orders for stopping tlie 
boats laden w ith rice and other provisions inhmdcd for the supply ot the city 
ot Moorshedabad, and forcibly compelled the owners to sell their iice to him 
at the price of 25 to 30 seers per lupee and resold the same at the rate of 3 or 
4 seers per rupee and other articles of provisions in the like proportion to the 
destruction of many thousands of tho people. 

Answer —From the day that I was appointed to tho Company’s affairs, I 
have approved of nothing except the w'ell-wishes of the Company, and the 
benefit ol the public, nor liavo I ever been the means of their distiess or in¬ 
justice I have always been under the direction of the Gentlemen of Council, 
and the Gentlemen of Mootejyl, and the Gentlemen of Council have sent many 
orders to the Gentlemen of Mootejyl, which agreeable to Ins directions I have 
executed and they fell under the business of my department. If I have com¬ 
mitted acts of violence and oppression why did the Gentlemen at Mootejyl 
allow of it ? Your vassal has committed no acts of violence and oppre-ssion on 
any one. Just so is the affair of the nee. In the time of the famine agree- 
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able to the customs of former Magistrates, I was night and day to the utmost 
of my power pressing tlie arrival of grain to relieve the public distress, and 
having told Mr. Becher I had seven places appointed in the city for the dis¬ 
tribution of charity on the part of the Company, the Sircar of the Nawab 
Mebareck-uI-Dowlah, and myself, and thousands received nourishment from 
this, and were manifesting their prayers for the Company’s prosperity, and in 
the like manner at Purneah, Dmagepur, Eaj Malial, Beerbhoom, and Hooghly I 
had places of charity appointed for the support of the poor, and wliat quantity 
of rice I purchased for the supply of the Company’s troops I sent to Monghyr, 
and what I planned for the troops in the cantonments of llurrumpore, to that 
likewise I was bound, in consequence of the orders of the Gentleman at the 
Durbar, and with a view of the business of tho Company’s Sircar Having 
purchased nee I did not sell it, and I never traded in rice, or any other kind 
of gram, nor have I in the least prohibited boats laden with nee, and other 
articles of provision m coming to MoorsUedabad, be pleased, Gentlemen, to 
examine this. 

Article 4th —That he hath abused the trust reposed in him as Naib Dewan 
m causing or suffering through his misconduct or malversation in the superm- 
tendency of the collections a diminution of the Dewannee revenue, and in 
collecting by violent and oppressive means largo sums on account of the said 
revenues and appropriating the same to his own use. 

Answer —Your vassal from the time of his appointment to the Neabut 
has never entertained an idea except the increase of the collections of the Com¬ 
pany’s Sircar, and wlieievei it was necessary to allow a diminution in order 
to dispel the complaints of the riots, and tor tho cultivation ot the country, 
it has been done with tho examination and scrutiny of the gentlemen resident 
at Mootejyl, under whose orders I was. Nor did I ever expend the Company’s 
revenues, nor having collected the revenues by force or violence from any 
man, have I appropiiated them to my own use, but even I liave occasioned 
myselt some loss for tbe completion of tho revenues The English papers 
and tlvo accounts of the Calsali and the officers are ready, be pleased, Gentle¬ 
men, to examine this 

Ai tide Sth —That in the discharge of the trust which he held under the 
Nawab he has withheld and applied to his own benelit, nor hath given a due 
account of tlic laige sums which have passed tlnough his hands on account of 
tlie annual stipends of the deceased Nawab Nijam-uI-Dowlah and Syfe-ul- 
Dowlah which were allotted to them for the maintenance of their family, and 
the sepoys for tho support of their dignity. 

Answer —From the time that I was appointed to the Neabut of the Subah- 
slup, and an annual salary was lixt for the sepoys, and the private expences, 
what was for the pnvate expences of the Nawabs tliat I delivered to them and 
they were masters of their own expences, and even kept several circumstances 
seciet from me Whenever the papers came to me to be signed, I was then 
acquainted with them The cash books in the time of the said Nawabs are 
now ready in the house accounts. With regard to what depended upon the 
Nizaraut (tho management of which the Gentlemen of Council, agreeable to tho 
treaty under tho seal of the Company, delivered over to mo) the large sums 
which have been repeated profits, have been paid to the Company’s Sircar 
Examine that agreeable to the treaty how much was the annual salary 
appointed ? And what salary is now remaining ? On this account a few people 
void of understanding, who had an influence over the Nawab’s disposition, 
through enmity propagated evil reports, which through their artifice was the 
Nawab’s coolness Notwithstanding all this, whatever I thought as proper that 

I represented as my advice, and never parted from the line of my acquaintance. 
I transacted the affairs of the Nizamut with their knowledge, and whatever 
was the occasion of the wants of maintenance of their dependants, and the 
diminution of digmty was never effected by me, nor did I ever lessen the 
wages of any man The old and new servants and dependants are present. 
“ It IS astonishing in which manner the sums can have been withheld, and I 
have appropriated them to my own use ” The accounts of these sums, which 
are deposited in the Nizamut, it was never a condition of the treaty that these 
20 
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papers should bo delivered, nevertheless who is the person who has demanded 
these accounts of me, and to whom I have not delivered them Anterior tci 
this, when the Gentlemen of Council of Moorsliedahad called for the accounts 
of evpences, they wore delivered , ludge. Gentlemen, if a man who aqieeahli 
to the agreements of the treaty has been manager in this business, and is tlie 
occasion of profits of large sums to the Company is worthy of favour, or merits 
disgrace. 

Resolved th(' cnqmry into Mahomed Rezza Cawn’s conduct be suspended 
until the return of the President. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 6th August 1772. 


Tort William, the 6th August 1772. 

Qossimhazart the 28th July 1772 
At a Committee present 
The IIon’ble Warren Hastings, President 
Samuel Middleton, Esq. 

Philip M. Dacres, Esq 
James Lawrell Esq, and 
John Graham, Esq 

The Pr(siiient’8 minute The President delivers m the following minute — 

The President feels a leluctance to dwell any longer on a subject whicli 
has divided the opiiuon of tlie Committee, and already engaged too much ot 
their attention, but he thinks it meumbent upon him to say something in icply 
to the objections which have been made to his pioposition, because he appie- 
hends that a veiy difleicnt conclusion may be lauly diawn from the aiguments 
which have been uigod against it His own inclination will induce him to 
confine himself witlun the same bounds of candor and inodoiation wliicli the 
gentlemen who differ from him in opinion have so propeily chosen, and which 
ought to be mvaiiably adhered to, wliere the end sought by all is the public good, 
and the only disagieement is on the mode of attaining it 

The Piosident has already declared that he meant by the appointment of 
Eajah Goordass, tliat this Government should avail itself of the abilities and 
influence of Eajali Nund Comar toi the purposes assigned, but it was bis 
declared intention to exclude him fiom any formal trust in the Nabob’s service, 
m order to guaid against any attempts which might he appicheuded fiom 
Ins intrigues, thus leaving the Government at liberty to recall him whcnevei 
he shall be suspected of applying the opportunities afforded him to ill pui poses, 
without giving umbrage to the Nabob oi leaving a pictence to scieeu him 
from our authority 

The President does not take upon him to vindicate the moral character of 
Nund Comar, his sentiments of this man’s former political conduct aie not un¬ 
known to the Couit of Directors, who, he is peisuaded, will be moie inclined to 
attribute his present countenance of him to motivca of zeal and fidelity to the 
service, in repugnance perhaps to his own inclinations, than to any predilection 
in his favour lie is very well acquainted with most of the facts alluded to in 
the minutes of the majority having been a pimcipal instrument in diiectmg 
them Nevertheless he thinks it but justice to make a distinction between the 
violation of a Trust and an offence committed against our Government by a 
mnn who owed it no allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, but on 
the contrary was the actual servant and Minister ot a Master whose interest 
naturally suggested that kind of pohey which sought by foieign aids and the 
diminution ot the power of the Company to raise his own consequence, and to 
re-establish his authority. He Las never been chaiged with any instance of in¬ 
fidelity to the Nabob Meer Jaffur, the constant tenor of whose politics fiom his 
first accession to the Nizamut till his death correspond in all points so exactly 
with the artifices which were detected in the Minister 4iat they may he as 
fairly asciibed to the one as to the other. Their immediate object was beyond 
question the aggrandizement of the former though the lattei had ultimately an 
equal interest in their success The opinion which the Nabob himself cntci - 
tamed of these services and of the fidelity of Nund Comar evidently appeared 
in the distinguished marks which he continued to shew him of his favor and 
confidence to the latest hour of his life. 
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His conduct m the succeeding administration appears not only to have been 
dictated by the same principles, but if we may be allowed to speak favourably 
of any measures which opposed the views of our Government and aimed at the 
support of an adverse interest surely it was not only not culpable but even praise¬ 
worthy. He endeavoured (as appears by the extracts before us) to give conse¬ 
quence to his Master, and to pave the way to liis independence by obtaining a 
iirman from the King for his appointment to the Subahship, and he opposed 
the promotion of Mahomed Keza Cawn because he looked upon it as a super- 
cession of the rights and authority of the Nabob Ho is now an absolute 
dependant, and subject-of the Company, on whose favor he must rest all 
lus hopes of future advanQcmcnt. 

Rut whatever may have been the conduct of Rajah Nund Comar in a 
different station, and on former occasions, the President cannot form an idea 
of any danger to which the Company’s interests can be exposed, by his influ- 
ence with his son in the office which is now proposed for him No situation ot 
our affairs could enable the Nabob, or any person connected with him, to avail 
himself by any immediate or sudden act of the slender means which he has left 
to infringe our power or enlarge his own He has neither a military force, 
authority in the country, foreign connexions, nor a treasury. A design ot 
such a nature, if ever practicable, can only take effect by a long tram ot con¬ 
certed events and must be the uninterrupted work of years But, as has 
been repeatedly remarked, the father having no trust or authority, nor the son 
abilities equal to so great an undertaking, the slightest confusion will be suffi¬ 
cient to remove the former and frustrate every hope of tho kind for ever. 

With respect to any other person who may be nominated for this charge, 
the President declares that he has fixed his choice upon Rajah Goordass, from 
the thorough conviction that no other will be found equally qualified to 
answer the particular purposes of that appointment 

To conclude, at a different season, and under other circumstances, the 
President would acquiesce in the arguments which have been uiged against lus 
recommendation He should he very sorry to see Nund Comar become the 
Minister of a rival power because of his abilities. He thinks they may bo 
most usefully employed in the service of our own Government. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 

(Sd.) JOHN STEWART, 

Secrelanj 


Ooteruiusut 
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October 1773. 


Fort Wilham, the 16th February 1773 
To the Hon’ble Wasren Hastings, President and Governor of Port William, &c. 
SiE,—-I have the honour to acquaint you that the troop's under my com¬ 
mand arrived this day at Cawnpore, and those of His Excellency will be here 
to-morrow There is everything necessary provided for crossing the Ganges, 
hut since my making known to the Nabob your instructions to me, he has 
declared he will not pass over till the last extremity 

By our advices from Delhi the 26th instant the Mahrattas had not liarched, 
and they seem from all accounts to bo under great consternation at our ap¬ 
proach, and was I to form a judgment, I should think they will not venture to 
move down this season. 

I have the honour to remain, &c, 

Camp at Cawnpore, A. CHAMPION 

The 3Ut January 1773, 


Fort William, the 17th February 1773 
At a Consultation present : 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President. 

Brigadier-General Sir Robert Barker, 

William Alderset, Esq. 

Thomas Lane, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

William Lambert, Esq 

Messrs. Beeb and Barwell indisposed. 

Bead and approved the consultation of the 16tb instant 

The following extiaot of the Proceedings of the Board of Bevenue stands recorded here as 
more particularly belonging to this department — 

Extract of the Proceedings of the Comal of Bevenue, dated the 8th December 1772 

In consequence of Mr Harwood’s representation of the necessity of an 
additional force to protect the Districts of Raicmahal and Boglepore from the 
depredations of the banditti who inhabit the neighbouring mountains, General 
Barker lays before the Board the following plan for establishing a corps for 
this purpose. 

The General proposes this corps for the protection of the inhabitants at 
the foot of the southern range of mountains near Rajemahhl, and finally to 
extirpate those race of freebooters so detrimental to the collection of the 
revenues m those distncta. He also would employ them as a useful partizan 
corps* should a considerable part of the Company’s forces be acting in the 
field at the same time. The men should be chosen for their strength and agihty 
more than from their appearance, and the establishment, arms, and dress for 
this corps ought to be considered with the nature of the services on which it is 
proposed to employ it. The annexed plan contains the particulars of the 
establishment, &c That this corps may be prepared for service as speedily as 
possible, it will he advisable that the native ofiBcers to be attached to it 
should be supplied from the most active and experienced of those now super¬ 
numeraries in the several battalions of Seapoys. Great part of the common 

• Partuan —“A leader of ( dolaohod body of light troops who, knonfiag the countiT m which the operations of 
war are carried on, is employed either id obtaming intelligence or harassing the enemy, by falling on hii roar,attacking 
his convoys, and destroying nis line of commuoioations Ouertllat daring tho Peninsular campaigns, and Franctireon 
(q V) donng the war of 1870 71, carried on partisan warfare Mqjor General Q E Voyle’e Military Dictionary, 
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parade duty will be left out, so the chief objects of the Commanding Officer 
will be to teach them to manuvre with briskness, to mure them to fatigue and 
labour, both m marching and field works, and to fire well at a mark. 


Battalion of hj^lit infantry to 
protoct tho Kiijemalnil Diitncti 
and be couimandod by Captain 


The establishment of the corps to be as follows — 


One battalion consisting of eight Companies of 60 privates each, and two 
Companies of grenadiers of 100 each, to be armed with light fuzes or 
carabines, shafts, bayonets, and belly-pouches. 

The dress—btown le&thern jackets, close leathern trouzers, and coarse green 
cloth caps. 


£ufOpean» 

One Captain. i Font Ensigns. 

Thiee Lieutenants. | Ten Sergeants 


One Commandant 
Ten Subadars 

Thirty JemrnidarSj 10 of whom to act as 
colour men 


Hlaei Owners 

Fifty Havildars 
„ Naicks 


600 Seapoys 

20 Hatchet men instead of tom toms 
to be aimed with blunderbusses 
12 Trumpeters 

JV B —Two stand of colours for the corpi 
tiuguish each company 


12 Bustles 
4 Armoureis 
8 Sircais 
2 Black Doctors 

and a small Bag at the end of a pike to dis« 


One Sergeant and one Gunner 

Two Ilowitzeis 

One Magazine Tumbrel. 

One Serang 


Arhlltry 

Two Tmdals, 

Twenty-four Lascars 
Twenty-six Draft Bullocks 
Three Elephants for the Baggage 


General Barker further informs the Board, that in consequence of the Com¬ 
pany’s orders, he is at present employed m prepanng a plan foi a general reform¬ 
ation in the Seapoy establishment, and proposes to include these Rangers m such 
a manner as he hopes will occasion a saving to the Company, the Board approv¬ 
ing of the General’s plan. 


Resolved that a corps he formed in the manner proposed to be substituted 
m the room of the battalion now stationed in Rajemahal, but that it is to 
remain attached to the brigade like the other battahons in the service. 

The General begs leave to propose Captain Robert Brooke for tho command 
of this corps as an active officer and who has particularly distinguished himself 
in Bartizan service both on the Coast and m Bengal, 


Agreed that he be appointed 

Oidered that a copy of these Resolutions be transmitted to the Secretaiy to the President 
and Council in the Seciet Department 


The following extracts of letters, correspondence, orders, and advices relat- 
mg to the affairs of Gooch Beyhar being originally transacted in the Council 
of Revenue at which Board the treaty with Rajah Nazir Deo was first settled 
and agreed to, were not received m regular course m this department, but as 
they are now referred here, and it temg determined that these matters shall 
ahvays be taken up at this Board, they are here entered and are as follows — 

Extract of a letter from the Crmnetl of Revenue to the Committee of Cireuit, dated the Ut 
December 1772 

As you are now on your way to Ruugpore, we think it proper lt> advise you that we have 
lately fitted out au expedition consisting of four Companies of Brigade Seapoys from the 6th 
Battalion under the Comtuand (d Captain Jones to free the Zemindury of Gooch Beyhar from 
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the ravag'es and invasion of the Bootanners and reduce that country to its former depend- 
anoe on the Government of Bengal. We desire you will take this subject under your considera¬ 
tion, and give ua yom opinion upon the further steps which it may be necessary to take for 
bringing to a speedy and successful issue, such as you shall judge to be immediately requisite 
we desire you will cause to be carried into execution 

Copy of a letter fiom the Collector of Rungpore to the Council of Revenue, dated the 
Hist November 1772 

IIon’ble Sir and Sirs, —The Governor haring informed me that he 
had laid the representations before you ‘which I bad made to him regarding 
the state of the Coocli Behar country and the tender made by the Rajah of its 
revenues, and that you had m consequence been pleased to resolve upon the 
defence of it, and afford the Rajah assistance against his enemies, I wrote him 
signifying your pleasure, and requiring his acquiescence to the terms contained 
in the enclosed paper, agreeable to the instructions sent me by the Governor, to 
which the Rajah has signified a ready compliance. In case you may think 
proper to make any alterations in any of them, I do not doubt they will he 
readily accepted, as late intelligences from Beyliar say that the Rajah is sur¬ 
rounded on all sides by the Bootanners and is reduced to very gieat straits, 
which will discover to you the necessity ot sending the force you may judge 
requisite with all possible expedition, from the best accounts I can obtain the 
number of the Bootanners are about 4,000 men, who, I am informed by every¬ 
one, will retreat very precipitately when the appearance of our troops shew 
them that you are m earnest m your intentions to relieve the Rajah from the 
unmerited oppiossiona he now labours under I have thcrefoie now sent a 
Company of Seapoys to N azir Deo to remain with lam and protect him until 
I hear from you, wluch I hope will meet with your approbation. 

Nazir Deo having signified two requests by his Vakeel, though not m his 
letter to me, I think proper to lay them before you for your determination, only 
taking upon mo to assure the Vakeel that you would comply with every proper 
requisition. The fust is that he may have the power continued to him of 
coining his own rupees as before, being the Narany rupees which are current 
through Rungpore, and the other that Durrup Deo, who was a servant of his for¬ 
merly but now las most inveterate enemy and persecutor, may bo brought into 
due subjection to lum Duuup Deo is Rajah of Bycuntpore, a province to the 
north-west ot Beyhar, which pays Government a tribute of RIO,000 per annum, 
a,s you will peiceive by a reference to the bundobust paper of last year 

I have alieady received on account of the troops which are to ho employed 
on this service R5,000, and expect Rl.’i.OOO moio m ten or twelve days, the Nazir 
having informed mo that the distracted state of his country at present will not 
allow him to pay so large a sum down at once. 

Having received intelligence fiom Jiighugopah that a body of 2,000 
Bootanners were come down towards Bisnu, a purgunnah a little to the north¬ 
ward of Jughugopah, and had summoned the Rajah of Bisnu to join them 
against Nazir Deo, I have written a letter to the Rajah threatening him with 
the Company’s displeasure if he affords them any kind of assistance I have also 
thought it advisable to order the Subadar at Jughugopah, who is stationed 
there with a Company of Seapoys, to oppose all Bootanners, whether single or in 
a body, passing through our districts into Beyhar, since, should they obtain a 
passage from Rangainatty, they will come m upon a place where the Nazir's 
family reside, whom, if they get mto their power, they will reduce the Nazir to 
their own terms 

I beg leave to request your mstruetions for my conduct, and remain with 
the utmost respect, &e. 

Letter from the Council of Revenue to the Committee ot Circuit, dated the 4th December 1772 

Gentlemen, —We have received your letter of the 27th ultimo. 

Enclosed we transmit you a copy of a letter we have received from the 
Collector of Rungpore regarding an engagement he has proposed to enter mto 
with the zemindar of Cooch Beyhar, which we entirely approve, and we now send 
you a copy of the treaty to be executed by the Rajah and returned us, when a 
counterpart shall be signed by the President and Council, and transmitted to 
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tlie Rajah; any further Regulations yon may judge necessary to make we leave 
it to you to confirm with the zemindar, and also to decide upon his requests 
with respect to the coinage of Narany Rupees and the annexing to his 
zemindary the Purgutinah of Bycuntpore. 


Letter from tlie Committee of Circuit to the Council of Revenue, dated the 23rd Decem¬ 
ber 1772 

Hon’ble Sir aijd Gentlemen,— We have been honoured with your com¬ 
mands of the 1st and 4th instant, and‘the Collector of this place has laid before 
us copies of his correspondence relative to the expedition undertaken for the 
defence and annexation of Cooch Beyhar. We have, in consequence of the rights 
thus submitted to us, and the authority with which you have been pleased to 
invest us, resolved to depute Mr. Purling to procure the execution of the treaty 
by the Rajah, and to settle with him for the revenue to be paid to the Com¬ 
pany. On those and other points we have furnished Mr Purling with a letter 
of instructions, a copy of which is herewith transmitted, and we hope will meet 
your approbation. 

Advice has just been received from Captain Jones of his having succeeded 
in carrying by assault the Fort of Beyhar. The Collector having laid before us 
that officer’s letter to the Governor, we have in consequence held a Committee, 
a copy of the proceedings of which is enclosed, and we hope will receive your 
approbation. 


Extract of a letter from tU Council of Revenue to the Committee of Circuit, dated the 5th 
January 1773. 

We have beert favoured with your letter of the 25th ultimo, which conveyed to us an extract 
of your pioceedings on the settlement of the Cooch Beyhar Districts 

The Commission you have thought proper to give Mr. Purling for concluding the treaty 
with the Rajah meets with our entire approbation, as well the timely reinforcement you sent to 
Captain Jones, from whose success and from Mr. Purhng's services we flattei ourselves this 
object will soon he brought to a happy issue 

The presence of Captain Jones' Battalion affords a good opportunity of reducing the 
Bjeunt Rajah to obedience, and we entirely concur m the instructions you have giveu for that 
purpose 

Immediately on the receipt of Captain Jones’ advices, our President gave orders for the 
remainder of his Battalion to proceed to Cooch Beyhat, and we must leave to Captain Jones to 
judge whether or not the assistance of the Puigunnah Companies will be necessary after the 
arrival of this reinforcement If not, let them be sent back immediately to their station 

If the Rajah of Cooch Beyhar can be pievailed upon voluntarily and chearfully to relin- 
quish the prmledge of coming, we would be glad to have it effected out, liut if he yields to it 
with reluctance, which we imagine will be the case, we would not wish to insist on it 

As to the proposition of meliorating the standard com of the country we apprehend the 
Rajah will, with difficulty, be hnnight to assent to it, as he, no doubt, derives an advantage 
from its debasement, nor are we clear that this alteiation would prove beneficial to Bengal, as 
it might induce the Bootan merchants to cany their money into northein couutiies fiom 
whence it would never return 

Having thus delivered our opinion on these points, we refer it to you to settle them with 
the Rajah in such a manner as on mature consideration and your fuither enquiries may appear 
most for the advantage of the Company 


To the Hon’dle Waebbn Hastings, Piesident and Governor, &c 

Hon’blb Sir, —Having information that the fortress possessed bore by the 
Bootans was to be reinforced to-day by four thousand men, I resolved on on 
immediate storm, which I hare happily executed, though with considerable loss, 
as it was resolutely defended by a very great multitude. 

I have lost a good many Seapoys and manymore wounded, a return shall 
be sent to-morrow. 

Lieutenant Dickson is wounded in the breast and knee; I have received a 
ball through my right arm. 

I find by some prisoners we have taken that there are really four thousand 
of these people expected here to-night. I shall issue as prudent orders for a 
defence as I possibly can. 
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The next post possessed by the enemy is not more than a coss distant, but I 
am afraid it will be impossible for me to attempt anything against it without 
a reinforcement. 

The Seapoys behaved extremely well I cannot sufficiently praise the 
bravery and resolution of the officers under my command 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Beyhar, J JONES, Captain 

The Slst December 1772. 


To the IIon'bi.h Warkeh Hastings, President and Governor, &c 

Hon’ble SiRj —I desired Lieutenant Comfort to transmit to you yesterday 
a list of the killed and wounded. Soon after I had possession of this place I sent 
out Harcarralis all over the country most of them are now returned and inform 
me that the enemy aie retreated at least seven or eiglit coss from this I have 
ordered the Harcarralis farther off for intelligence 

1 sent this morning a Subadar and a Company of Seapoys towards the posts 
along the river, which they found the Bootans had abandoned. The suddenness 
of our attack on this place appears to have been very lucky, a very great body 
of them were within half a mile of our camp the night before the attack, with 
stakes, &c, to assist in strengthening the place, a few of them advanced and 
were fired at by our sentries Our heating to arms and forming intimidated 
them so much that they retreated leaving their stakes, bamboos, &c., m the 
]ungle This circumstance I did not know till this day, and have reason to liope 
that the Bootans are so much frightened as to prevent our being obliged to beat 
them from each post, which would probably have been attended with much more 
loss than this attack has cost us. 

The Rajah of Beyhar writes me word that he will be hero in a few days* 
I have therefore delayed sending any message (by the prisoners) to the Bootans, 
especially as they are so far removed. As soon as the Rajah has given me far¬ 
ther information relating to the state of his country and of his opponents, I 
shall do myself the honour to inform you of it, m the meantime I presume to 
hope that what I have done will meet with your approbation. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

Beyhar, J JONES, Captain, 

The 24th December 1772. 


P (S'—My wounds and Mr Dickson's are both in a favourable way One 
wounded Seapoy is dead, but Mr. Durham tolls me he expects all the rest will 
recover 


To the Hon’dlb Warrbn Hastings, President aud Governpr, &c 
Honoured Sib,—I did myself the honour of writing to you from Mowamany 
the 24th The only road for the artillery was round by Lollbazan, which has 
occasioned my being so long in reaching t^fis place. My information this 
night IS, that a body of the Senassies are within four cos»of us, at a place 
called Bunnindanga, that they have two other posts all within the space of a 
coss and an half of each other. I shall march to-morrow morning very early, and 
hop6 to be able to attack them at the first place, and shall proceed to every 
exertion of the force under me to drive them out of this country Durrup Deo, 
whose forces are joined with the Senassies, and under hope of whose reward 
they have yet stood, is at Luckipore; one of the passes into the Hills of Bootan, 
Rohimgunge, and the country to the westward, I hear, is deserted. The 
strength of the enemy is by most accounts said to amount to five or six thou¬ 
sand men. 

I have the honour to enclose you a return of the troops now under my 
command which the hurry of my march has prevented my doing before. 
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My situation will, I hope, plead my excuse for any incorrectness in this 
epistle. 

• I hare the honour to be, &c., 

Patgong, J. JONES, Capiatn. 

The 27th January 1773 


To the IIon’blk Wabren IIastimgs, President and Governor, &c 
Honoured Sir, —I wrote you of yesterday’s date. About eleven o’clock this 
morning I came up with the Senassies, with whom “were joined some of Durrup 
Dec’s people They immediately advanced and ende-avoured by their numbers 
to surround us at a distance. I detached parties on the flanks and rear which 
prevented them. They kept retiring, as I advanced, out of the reach of our fire¬ 
locks, and threw their rockets pretty thick amongst us, by which I had one 
man killed and four dreadfully wounded The Seapoys shewed great steadiness, 
kept their ranks, and advanced without firing a musquet. One round shot, of 
which I have very little left, reached the enemy and did some execution, they 
at last broke and fled over the country I thought it dangerous to attempt 
pursuing them. I hear they are all joined at Bouthaut, four coss to the north¬ 
ward, where there is a fort I am not determined on my next motion till the 
return of the Harcarrahs whom I have sent out for intelligence, ot which I will 
do myself the honour to inform you. 

I am, &c, 

SiBGUNGE ON THE BANKS J. JONES, Captain. 

OF THE DeNLAH, 

The 28th January 1772. 


To the Hon’blx Warren Hastings, President and Goveinor, &c 
Honoured Sir, —I enclose a return of the killed and wounded in our late 
affair with the Senassies, and also a monthly return of the battalion 

Late last night I was informed that the Senassies had all crossed the 
Teesta and sunk the boats they made use of This produced the necessity of 
my marching after them to Bouthaut, &c I now propose taking possession to¬ 
morrow of the Port of Rohimgunge, from whence, if the situation of Beyhar 
with regard to the Bootans, of which Mr Purling will advise me, docs not render 
it dangerous, I shall proceed to cross the river to Gilpygoiy, a principal fort 
belonging to Durrup Deo, where I learn he is inciting the Enquires to make 
another stand. I do not doubt but they will fly before us, if they should not, 
I must invest them in it and wait the arnval of the supplies of ammunition 

I am, &;c, 

CfllNGEBABANDANIGH, SiBGUNGE, J. JONES, Captain. 

The 30th January 1773. 


To Phiup Milner Dacres, Esq, President, &c.. Gentlemen of the Committee of Circuit, 
at Dmagepore. 

Gentlemen,—I am honoured with your letter of the Sth instant, and have 
some pleasure m being able to inform you that I this day saw the Nazir Deo, 
who came here with the young Eajah, and that he expresced (after being 
acquainted that I was the person with whom he had corresponded) the greatest 
satisfaction and confidence in me, and told me that he put himself entirely 
into my hands, and depended upon me for the support of the young Rajah m 
hi8 country. I took that opportunity of tellmg him that nothing could shew such 
a confidence so much as the separating his camp from that of the Senassies, who 
were only an useless expense To this he has consented, saying that he would, if 
we go out into a plain, come and encamp with us, and upon my acquainting him 
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with the purport of the Governor’s letter, just received, informing me that he had 
been pleased to order up the remainder of Gaptam Jones’ battalion, he proposed 
of himself the dismission of the Senassies, and his own troops, excepting a few 
about his own person This I did not choose to uige too sanguinely, particularly 
as the Senassies have been so much alarmed, since my ariival, as imagining we 
sliall attack them, that they have been three nights under arms and have of 
themselves proposed to leave the country, which I intend allowing them to do, 
and if the rabble ho has for Seapoys can be made ryotts of, it must be highly 
advantageous to this at piesent deserted ruined countiy The Nazir Deo 
himself 18 quite a young man and has neither sense nor power to carry his own 
orders into execution Until this is rectified, and the countiy is allowed time 
to recover from the late ravages, I fear the perpetual settlement for our Hon’ble 
Masters will not be adequate to our expectations, nor will it be a 3 ust one 

The Bootanners, I am informed, will make overtures for a peace As the 
parts on the other side of the Sorredunga to the lulls, which is an extent of about 
lour coss, has been possessed by them these fifty or sixty years, I am of 
opinion that if we do not allow it them, that it may be ever a bone of conten¬ 
tion , but if we allow them the possession of it, provided they build no forts or 
strongholds between the Sorredunga and the lulls, they may probably bo con¬ 
tented, and insure us peace on their side and a quiet possession of this country 
Nazir Dto is at present so very poor on account of the long w'ar, that I 
am afraid he wall not be able immediately to comply with the demand of 
fi50,000 stipulated by treaty I shall, however, assure you that I will use my 
utmost diligence to get him to pay it 

Agreeable to your directions I have ordered down a Company of Bungpore 
Seapoys from hence, and have ivrote to Mr. Speke to send your Company to 
Dmagepore. 

I am, &c, 

Betuar Fort, CHAS. PURLING. 

The 12th January 1773 


To Philip Milner Dacues, Esq, President, &c , Gentlemen of the Committee of Circuit 
at Dinagepore 

Gentlemen, —I have now the honour to transmit you the treaty executed 
by the Regent of Beyhar, having informed him that a counterpart would he 
returned him signed by the Ilon’ble the Piesident and Council, after which 
I put him m possession of the fort and capital of his country. Captain Jones 
having thought it advisable to encamp at a little distance to the northward 

Having prevailed upon the Nazir Deo to dismiss the Senassies he had in 
pay at a most heavy expense without receiving any real service from them, I 
shall make my next object the procuring of the remainder of the R60,000 
stipulated in the treaty. And I request your instructions regarding the dis¬ 
bursements of it, wliether for the pay of the Seapoys, together with all the 
extraordinary expenses in marching the detachment, of ammunition, &c , 
or only for the latter I have already informed you I cannot wish the adjust¬ 
ment between the Company and the ilajah to he yet made up on account of the 
total devastation and desolation of the northern parts of this province as far 
as the Bootanners have penetrated. 

As the Bootanners have made overtures for a peace, I propose staying here 
till the remainder of Captain Jones’ Battalion arrives, by which time I expect 
to get far in a treaty with them, whom I have taken every pains to convince 
that we desire no farther possession than the limits of the Cooch Beyhar 
country, and it is not our meaning to molest them, if they do not oblige us to 
contmue their enemies by prosecutmg their unjust claims to this district. I 
have also sent them two of their pnsoners as a token of our good intention who 
(I must do Captain Jones the justice to say) will retuni with accounts of the 
most humane treatment of all the Bootanners who have been taken The first 
impression has occasioned their retiring within their own boundary, being, from 
every information I can procure, about 4 coss below the hills, where they have 
hitherto remained quiet. 
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When I find matters in a fair way to a conclusion with the Bootanners, I 
propose sending Captain Jones to the reduction of the Bycuntpore country 
according to your instructions. I hare the pleasure to mform you that the 
Bootanners have entirely deserted Durrup Deo, who retired from Beyhar upon 
the first attack our Seapoys made, and xa endeavourmg to entertain the very 
party of Senassies whom Captam Thomas engaged and who are now at Santou- 
gunge in this district. 

As all my provisions are brought from the distance of 12 or 15 coss by 
land, and I must be at great expence m servants, &c., m the present appointment 
which you have been pleased to bestow on me, I hope it will not have the 
appearance of presumption to request leave to charge my expenoes in the 
Rungpore monthly accounts, or that you will be pleased to point out some 
source by which they may be defrayed 


I am, &c, 

Bbyhah, CHAS. purling 

The 17th January 1773. 


To Mr. Charles Purling at Cooch Beyhar 
SiE,—We have received your letters of the 12th and 17th instant 
We entirely approve of your having prevailed upon the Rajah to dismiss 
the Senassies, as they were only an useless expense upon him at a time that he 
could by no means afford to mamtam thorn. 

We make no doubt but the country must be in a desolated state from the 
ravages committed in it during the late wars, but as Durrup Deo has fled the 
country and is deserted by the Bootanners, we do not think he will have it 
in his power to give Nazir Deo any further molestation. We would, therefore, 
recommend it to you to use your best endeavours to promote a friendly accommo¬ 
dation between Nazir Deo and the Bootanners settled by treaty between them, 
but that you do not let it be executed till you have transmitted the several 
articles to the Hon’ble the President and Council for their approbation and 
sanction You will be particularly careful that the Bootanners do ascertain the 
boundaries of their district, and that they be specified m the treaty. 

We approve of your sending*back the two prisoners to the Bootanners, as 
we think it will be the means of giving them a just idea of our inclination to 
be upon good terms with them,And that it will induce them to enter with more 
willingness into the treaty you proposed. 

The reinforcement the Governor has been pleased to order to join Captain 
Jones will, we think, enable him to proceed immediately to effect the reduction 
of Bycuntpore, and at the same time leave a sufficient force m Beyhar for the 
protection of the Rajah and the province We do not, however, mean that this 
should be immediately put in execution, unless you are yourself of opinion that 
it can be done without running any risk. 

Should Captain Jones have no further occasion for the Purgunnah Seapoys, 
you will be pleased to order them back to their stations. 

The fifty thousand rupees stipulated to be paid by the Rajah we hope you 
will soon recover payment of from him, the amount must be disbursed m 
defraying the charges of the forces sent to his assistance agreeably to the first 
article of the treaty. We thmk likewise that your own expenses should be 
disbursed from this money, and you will please to charge them accordmgly, 
acquamting the Board with the particulars of them for their approbation 

We enclose you an extract of a letter from the Hon’ble the President and 
Council on the subject of the Beyhar coinage, and we desire you will settle 
those points with the Rajah in such a manner as on mature consideration and 
further enquiries may appear most for the advantage of the Company. 



As our stay here will now be very short, you will be pleased from this time 
to correspond direct with the Board. 


Dinageporb, 

The 2ht January 1773 


We are, &c., 


To tbe Hon'ble the President and the other Gentlemen of the Council of Revenue *at 
Port WilluiB 

Hon’ble Sir and Gen-plemen,—Wo have received your letter of tbe 5th 
instant and have communicated to Mr Purling your sentiments on the Bcyhar 
coinage, and ordered him in futuie to correspond with your Board, 

We have now the pleasure to enclose you the treaty executed hy the Cooch 
Beyliar Ilajah, also copies of two letters tiom Mr. Purling, and our answer 
to them. 


We arc, &c, 

Dinagepohe, P. M DACBES, 

The 2hi January 1773. JAMES LAWEELL 

To the Hon’ble the President and the other Gentlemen of the Council of Revenue at Fort 
William 

Eon’ble Sir and Gentlemen,— Having this day leceived a letter from 
the Collector of Kungpore m which he encloses an extract from Captain Jones 
representing the absolute necessity he has-for a reinforcement to enable him 
eftectually to complete the purpose of his expedition, we recommend it to your 
consideration to send an tulditional force as expeditiously as possible, the more 
especially as the several bodies of Scnassies now travelling about the countiy 
render it expedient to keep the Scapoys attached to each CoUectorsliip withm 
their respective districts. 

We are, &c, 

Dinagepore, P M DACEES. 

The 8th January 1773 JAMES LAWEELL. 

The Secretary acquaints the Board that he has it notified from tho Board 
of Revenue that tho Director and Council of Chandernagore, in a para ot 
a hitter relating to revenue matters, takes occasion to complain of the conduct 
of Padre da lus, a Portuguese Friar at Backergunge, who, as they allege, has 
seized the effects of a Frenchman lately deceased there, and applied them to 
his own use, desiring our interposition to call him to account for them. 

Agreed that the Council at Dacca be directed in the following 
® letter to send the Padre immediately down to Calcutta 

* To Ma. Nich Ghuebee, Chief, &o, Council at Dacca. 

Gentlemen, —Complaint has been made by the Hon’ble the Chief and 
Council of Chandernagore, supported by certificates of sundry persons, witnesses 
to the fact, that the effects of a Frenchman who died at Backergunge was 
immediately seized by a Portuguese Padre residmg there and sold by public 
auction on the spot. As this self-erected authority of tho Padre is a con¬ 
tempt of Government, as well as an injury to the persons concerned, we desire 
that on receipt ot this you will take proper means to send the Padre down here 
to answer for his conduct in this affair. 

We are, &c., 

Fort William, 

The 17th February 1772. 
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Read also the following letter from Chandemagore — 

To the HaN'BiH Wakuen Hastings, Governor and President, &c., Gentlemen of Council 
at Calcutta 

Gbntlkmen,—W o have received the letter which you did us the honour to 
write to us the 31st ultimo and the inclosures. 

As specious the reasons may appear which your representatives at Rung- 
pore allege to 3 ustify their conduct m the aifair with Mr Compagnac, it iS 
neveithelcss certain that they were wrong m seizing his boats An attentive 
ISerusal of the papers you have sent us gives reason to think that Mr Middle- 
ton’s Manjees We been the occasion ot all that has happened, in fact, these 
people who had brought goods to Backergunge ought, doubtless, to have returned 
empty in order to receive a fresh lading at Coungan To get freighted they 
offered themselves to Mr Compagnac, w^ho willmgly took them into his service 
and paid them well. Whatever they may say of the matter, as wo have a proof 
of it m the report made to us by Mr Desgranges, our Chief at Dacca, it was 
these Manjees then who were culpable and ought to have been punished, with¬ 
out however making Mr Compagnac the victim for their conduct It is him 
notwithstanding who has suffered the most, since by depriving him of his boats, 
• he was forced to abandon Ins merchandize for a very considerable time, and has 
had much wastage to suffer besides expense and the slowness of his operations 

Wo see with a sensible pleasure, Gentlemen, sentiments you aic pleased to 
express relative to the impartiality which you promise us on every occasion 
and the desire you shew to sec a good harmony reign between us. There is 
nothing but wo arc ready to do to second such views Our interest leads us to 
it, but still more so the satisfaction wc should have, to sco for over disappear the 
spring of all the disagreeable things which have hitherto come to pass, and 
which have occasioned that immense quantity of writings and complaints 
which we found ourselves obliged to offer you 

Wo have the honour to he with the most perfect consideration, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours, 

CHEVALIER 
NICOLA 
J PANON. 

Chandeenagore, SINFRAY 

Th 25th January 1773 BREW 

Fort William, the 18th February 1773 
At a Consultation peesbnt 
The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President 
William Aldersey, Esq 
John Reed, Esq 
Thomas Lane, Esq. 

Rich Barwbll, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

William Lambert, Esq. 

Geo Vansittart, Esq 

Bead and approved the consultation of the 17th instant. 

The Secretary having prepared the following instructions for General Barker agreeable to 
the Resolution of the 16th instant, lays them before the Board for their consideration — 
Instruction! to General Barker To'Brigadier-General Sir Robert Barker 

on bis joining the Armj 

Sir, —The situation of affairs on the frontiers of our possessions and m the 
countries of Corah and Oud requiring the appearance of the Company’s forces 
3i 
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to encourage their allies and chock the hostile designs of the Mahrattas, we have 
judged it expedient that you proceed to these parts without loss of time to 
assume the command of the troops employed m those services, and to transact 
such other matters as shall be from time to time intrusted to your management 
by the Select Committee or this Hoard. In the meantime for your immediate 
direction you will consult the following instructions, conforming to them as 
closely as ciicumstanoes will permit — 

1 You will repair with all convenient expedition to join the 1st Brigade 
in the country of Oud and to take the immediate command of it; but as we 
deem it highly necessary that you have an mterview as soon as possible with 
the Vizier, it is left to your discretion to proceed to him before you join the 
Brigade should he he absent fiom it 

2 . On a meeting with him you are to consult together on the best plan of 
operations for fulfilling the objects of your commission, viz., the defence and 
security of his country and ol the Provinces of Corali and Allahabad 

3 Although for the first objects oui intention was to confine our opera¬ 
tions altogether within the limits of the Vizicr’s dominions, yet, for reasons with 
which as a Member of the Board you are well acquainted, we liavp determined 
to include m the line of defence the llohilla Distnct laying on the same side 
of the liver, known by the name of the country of Haffiz Rahraut Cawn, and 
for that puipose you aie hereby authorized to enter into a treaty with Haffiz 
llaluuut Cawn for the defence and protection of his dominions on such condi¬ 
tions as shall fully indemnify the Company for the additional charge and 
liazcucl which may he mcuried hy such au engagement 

4 But should llaffiz Rahmut Cawn either fall into the hands of the ilah- 
rattas, oi from any other similar circumstance be rendered incapable of erlcrmg 
info such an engagement, you are still to consider liis dominions as an object of 
join operations, and if the Vizier require you to undertake their defence and 
engage to perform the conditions which we have dcsiied you to claim from 
Hafhz Rahmut Cawn, you will not hesitate to comply, but adopt that mcasnie 
heartily and pursue it as included m the instructions for the immediate defence 
of'the Vizier’s dominions 

5 It IS, howpvpi, undinstood that in all this you rigidly and strictly adhere 
to tlie maxim laid down of confining your operations on that «ide within the 
Ganges, and on no account cioss the river, or cany the war into the Rohilla 
Histiiofs beyond it 

6 It IS fuither the determination of the Board, of which you will take 

paifieiilar notice, that no operation for the Vizier’s defence shall be earned into 
eyeeutioii without a pievious stipulation on liis pait for the extraordinary 
charge attending the succours we afford him have estimated this at 

HI,15,000 per month, and have lequired an assignment on his revenue for the 
amount, you will therefore as a preliminary demand and leoeive the assignment 
lequiicd hj us, and in case an additional force should bo hereafter called for on 
bis requisition, you are previous to their march to require also and receive a 
propoitionablo assignment for the extra expenses on that account 

7 If in either case the Vizicr should refuse complying with these requisi¬ 
tions in their fullest extent, and shall persist in the refusal, it is our positive 
command that you immediately abandon him and withdraw your whole force 
fiom Ins territory, either employing it, if ncodtul, m the Ooiali Province agreeable 
to the instructions hereafter given, or remanding to Beyhar such part of it as 
shall exceed the exigencies of that service But in such an event you arc not to 
fail giymg us the most speedy advice that we may resolve on what future 
measures are to bo pursued. 

8 The recovery of the arrears due from the Vizier for tho expenses of the 
last campaign is also to be a particular object of youi ittention You are to 
endeavour immediately to get them discharged or a pi'oper security given for 
the payment on a future day 

9 The next general object to he given you m charge is the defence of the 
Corah Provmce, for this purpose it will he necessary that you immediately 
cross the Ganges with such part of your army as you judge necessary to take 
possession of it as allies to the King Shaw AUum. 
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10. Sliould the Mahrattas on this motion keep at a distance without cross* 
ing the boundaries of that province, you are to remain in quiet possession 
without interfering in any manner with them or their transactions beycmd it; 
but should they cross that line and actually invade the province, you are then 
to endeavour to expel them by force, prosecuting such measures as you shall 
deem most advisable for that purpose. 

11. It is understood that whether you remain in quiet possession of the 
province or afe engaged in hostilities m it, you are to act only as in alliance 
with the King, and you are to confirm and maintain his Naib Mmnur o’Dowla 
in the actual government of it, but he is to remain under your control and 
to he accountable to the Company for the revenues of the province, till such 
time as it shall be finally settled in what manner they are hereafter to he 
disposed. 

12. But as the defence of tlie province is undertaken for tlie King’s behalf* 
we expect and require that part of the revenue shall he applied to defray the 
extra expense of the expedition. For this purpose you will demand and receive 
of Mmnur o’Dowla monthly 1 lack of rupees, which wo estimated to be nearly 
the expense which will be thereby incurred 

13 We also recommend that while you are in these provinces you 
endeavour to obtain in the best manner your prudence shall suggest as exact an 
account as possible of their revenues without taking any steps that may alarm 
Mmnur o’Dowla, and you transmit to us such accounts with your sentiments 
on the means of their further improvement. 

14 Whatever may be the circumstances which attend the taking possession 
of this province, whether war or peace, you are by no means to deliver over the 
possession either to the Kmg oi the Vizier or any other Power whatsoever or 
quit the countroul as above directed till our further pleasure on this subject 
shall be signified to you 

16 Wo repeat again that in all your operations, whotlicr for tlie defence 
of the Viziei’s territories or the Corah Province, you are studiously to avoid 
engaging the Company in an offensive warwifh the Mahrattas All your ma- 
noeuvies must be directed to cover and protect these dominions, and to expel all 
hostile invaders from them, but you are on no consideration whatever to carry 
the war beyond their limits as above explained, 

10 It is not however meant so far to restrain your actions m the field as 
to prevent you from seizing in a certam advantage, tfie war being once begun, 
beyond tlie strict limits of the Corah Province or pursuing a signal success to 
compleat it ou the other side These must be left to your disci ction and 
experience, on which we^repose our entire confidence But it is our positive 
injunction that the immediate end of such an excursion being accomplished, 
you retire again within the limits prescribed, and act afterwards according to the 
spirit of these instructions 

17. This latitude is only given for your operations in the Corah Province, 
which lying open to the Mahrattas may afford them too gieat an advantage m 
the attack, should they be allowed to he unmolested near its borders But ou 
the other side of the Ganges we Consider that river as a sufficient security 
against such attempts, and therefore chrect that you do not suffer any considera¬ 
tion to lead you across it. 

18. If the Mahrattas by a divided attack or by an augmentation of 
strength should become too powerful to be opposed with effect by one Brigade 
of the Company’s forces, you are heiehy authorized to call fqr and order from 
Patna any parts of the 2nd Biigade which you shall think necessary for your 
reinforcement, but in this case you are to keep the most watchful eye over the 
motions of the Mahrattas, and if they seem to point towards Beyhar, trusting to 
that province being destitute of forces, you are with all expedition to send back 
your reinforcement or even detach such further succours as may be wanting for 
its security, at all events you will not fail to advise as the moment you come 
to the resolution of drawing troops fiom Patna, that we may on our part take 
such steps here as we shall judge advisable for the protection of the province 
during their absence, 
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19. Such aie the points on winch for the present we think it necessdry 
to instruct you. As a Member ot our Board, you are acquainted with the 
motives on which they are drawn up, and will no doubt endeavour as much as 
possible to conform to the spirit of them. As to the rest you will be regularly 
furnished with such occasional instructions as the alteration of circumstances 
or progress of affairs shall render necessary. In the meantime these are foi 
your guidance in the geneial line of your conduct, and as to the particulai 
operations m the field they will bo left, as is most proper, to your solo direction, 
in full confidence of tlieir being carried on with all the success that can bo 
wished, lor tlie honour and advantage of the Company and the reputation ol 
this Government. 

We are, with esteem. 

Pout William, Sir, 

The 18th Fehrum'y 1773. Your most humble servants, 


Postscript —To avoid any misapprehension of our instructions respecting 
the Coiah Province, we think it necessaiy to add this explanation that we mean 
by it the Province of Cor.ih properly so called , that pait of Allahabad whicli 
Iks between the Jumna and the Ganges and the District of Corah which alto¬ 
gether form the territory ceded to the King by the treaty with the Viziei in 1765 

Agreed they l)e wiitten fair and bigncd 

Thomas Lane 

Secret Dept, Fort William, the 21st April 1773. 

Wednesday At a Consultation present 

The IIon’blb Warren Hastings, President. 

William Allersey, Esq. 

P M Dacues, Esq. 
lliCHARi) Barwell, Esq. 

James Lawuell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq 

John Graham, Esq 

George Vansittart, Esq. ^ 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 19tli instant 

Mr. Baiwell licgs to lay before the Boaid the following Minute m consequence of the 
appointment lesolvcd on at their last assembly — 

I could have wished, Gentlemen, that the occasion had not offered wbicli 
influences rile to transgress upon your time, but as it 

Mr i3arweii’« Minute misfoituno to diffcr in opiniou and to 

oppose your sense and wishes m the late appointment of Mr Lawrell to the 
Eliabad and Corah Station, I am necessitated to request you will resolve me 
the following question Whether you had any and what objections to the 
gentlemen, Mr. Lawrell’s seniors, and particularly to myself, that you precluded 
the option which the rules of the service give them to all appointments falling 
to the lot of the Members of the Boaid. Or whether you have been solely 
influenced to the acceptance of Mr Lawrell’s services by his previous voluntary 
tender of them without any intention to derogate from the merit or abilities ot 
others, who might have wished to have executed the ^rust reposed m that 
gentleman. Pardon me for proposmg this question, but it is become indispen¬ 
sably necessary The gentlemen, my superiors m rank, luave given their assent 
to Mr Lawrell's nomination (I too in justice must declare that I think his 
abilities may credit the commission confided to him), and have observed an 
entire silence touching their own rights, further than by remarking the latest 
orders of the Company give the Board a latitude to deviate from the long- 
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established and fixed rule of seniority As I was the only person present at the 
debate of the 19th ultimo superior to Mr Lawrell wlio expiossed a disapproba¬ 
tion of the measure, 1 of course appear conspicuous and particularly pointed to 
by every observation on the records of that day in support of his nomination, 
and as I would not have my name presented to the public in an ambiguous 
light, I cannot be silent. An implied reflection uncanvassed by mo would 
naturally prejudice my character in the opinions of all men, if no reflec¬ 
tion IS implied, I demand of your justice to declare as much, if any is implied I 
expect from the same justice, the particulars of my dements Excuse this 
jealousy with which I regard my reputation—a reputation that has hitherto 
been unsullied and unaspersed during tbe long course of my services , in almost 
everj station I have filled it has been my happiness to be distinguished by 
the favouiable notice of my employers And as I have filled amongst tlie 
various stations of the service many of the first consequence and discharged my 
duty in all to the public satisfaction, I confess it would mortily me much to 
find myself justly charged with any paiticular deficiency for the discharge of 
any particulai branoli of public duty, but as this is a point of too delicate a 
nature for mo to dwell upon, I leave it, m the confidence of being able to 
preserve the good opinion which the Company have entertained ot my past 
services and to vindicate their sentiments m my favour 

RICnARD BAEWELL 


The Pirsident leplics to tho above Minute of Mi I3.invell\ in the followmsj tnaiinei — 

Pu>.ui.iit’sie .1 question variously pioposi'd by Mr, Barvvell, 

Slopji namely—“whether tho Board had any and what 

ohjcctions to the gentlemen, Mi Lawrell’s seniors, and paiticulaily to himself, 
in tho nomination of Mr Lawrell to the Corah bommission whether the Board 
intended to derogate tiom the merit or ability of otheis who might have wislied 
to execute tho tinst reposed 111 thpt gentleman, whether any lefleotion is im¬ 
plied oil Mr Barwell, with a demand on tho justice of the Board to declare the 
paiticulars of his demerits,”—is contrary to tho rules of the service and un¬ 
precedented Neither the Members of the Boaid collectively nor individually 
are obliged to reply to any question put to them by a single Member, much less 
to account to him for their puvato sentiments or to arraign the conduct and 
impeach the chaiacters of others 

The demand made on the latter part of tho above quotations is in effect to 
requiie of tho Board to bring a formal accusation agaipst him, or to give him 
a plenary absolution and acquittance of all blame which may bo imputed to 
lain Through the ivliole course of his services, I know of no cause or neces¬ 
sity lot the former There would be the highest impropriety m the latter 

The Geneial Order alluded to by Mr Barwell was not before the Boaid 
when they resolved on tlie appointment of Mr Lav/rell, nor does it anywhere 
appear to have been the ground ot that Resolution, on the contrary, they pro¬ 
ceeded in this, as hath been usual in all extraordinary commissions, by making 
the election without any regard to the line of seniority, but merely to the nature 
of the service which was to be performed, and to the fitness of the person who 
should offer himself for that service 

I have said that this is the rule of the service, many reasons nught bo 
assigned why this ought to be so. 

Those to whose lot such commissions would fall by seniority may wish from . 
puvato motives to decline them, although they might not choose to assign their 
reasons, or declare their reluctance to go upon any service in which the public 
inteiest is materially concerned; and it would be contrary to good policy to 
entrust such commissions to the charge of persons who accepted of them with 
reluctance 

Extraordinary services require particular talents to execute them, with 
which certain persons may be endowed in a degree beyond others, who may be 
better qualified for affairs of a different kind or for business m general why 
should the Governmout preclude itself from the benefit of making its own 
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election in such cases, or why must it he accompanied by an inyiduous and 
partial compaiison ot the merits of those ivlio may be competitors for it? 
Perhaps, also, as Mr Harwell has asserted, objections founded on incapacity, 
on peculiarities ot disposition which disqualify them for the paiticular sei vice 
winch IS to bo porfoimcd, or on the geneial run or tenor of their chaiacter 
which do not depend on detached circumstances nor can be easily established by 
legal proof. 

To prevent misconstructions I declare that I do not in these instanees mean 
to allude to any particular persons, but only to shew the mconvenionees which 
would arise from an invariable choice ot the senior Members of the Board in 
all extraordinary commissions I will, however, add for the information ot ray 
non’ble employers, who, from the abundance of argument winch Im been 
wasted on this subject, may be led to suspect some unworthy motive m the 
distinction which has apparently been paid to Mr Lawrcll, that I myselt was 
influenced by two considerations whicli may be deemed personal I knew Mr 
Lawrell to be possessed ot much knowledge in the general business ot ttu; 
revenue, of uncommon talents in account, and a great share both ol method 
and assiduity—qualifications peculiarly adapted to the service on which be was 
to bo employed. Mr Barwell has made it necessary to declare that although 
I have the justest deference for his abilities, I have not yet had an opportu¬ 
nity of experiencing thoir effects hut m points of controversy or opposition, 
nor derived any henofit from his assistance, that whether fi*om a different 
mode of thinking, or contrariety of temper, or from whatever cause, it has not 
been my good fortune to be upon a footing of confidential communication with 
him, and therefore I could not judge him to bo the fittest person for a service 
which was to bo preparatoiy to my own, and which would impose upon me the 
necessity of taking his assistance, and of consulting with him on points of the 
utmost importance to the political interests of the Company, and icquiimg 
instant decision, if tho proposed interview with the Vizier should take place 

I am sorry to bo compelled to such a declaration I am satisfied to refei 
tho Court of Directors for the justice hf it to their public records, and hope I 
shall stand justified m tlicir opinion for the motives which have led me to the 
preference of Mr Lawrell, m a case which was never yet considered as deter¬ 
minable by the strict line of seniority 

■VVARREN EASTINGS 


Ml Baiwell fuither be<rs leave to record bis sentiments in the following Minute — 

The Hon’ble the President’s observations touching the question I proposed 
Mr T!iirttoi.'»iui8WL'rtothe*Pre8i to tliG Boatd OH the sulijoct of the Corali appointment 
deut’8ob»on,iti<jii8 wluch took plucc in tavour of Ml Lawiell are such as 

might have occurred to my mind, because the propiiety o^the sentiments urged 
foi a deviation fiom tho strict line of scnioiity on extraordinaiy occasions and 
under vciy paiticular circumstances are doubtless obvious, and will always be 
admitted by men capable of distinguishing ivhat is beneficial for the public ser¬ 
vice I should not have given the Board the trouble of my preceding muiute 
but for the reason therein assigned—the jealousy with winch I conceive every 
Tnfl.n will regard his own character who is conscious of meriting well from tiie 
public and desirous of vindicating himself against any possible exception that 
can be made to lus pretensions to serve the Company in any line oi duty to 
which he may with propriety aspire, m this respect, having acquitted myself 
of the duty I owed to myself, I can only lament my not being favoured witli 
the Governor’s confidence to balance m his mind the objection which he de¬ 
clares to have preponderated against me, at the same time that I feel the 
deepest concern at so public a mark of his dissatisfaction I can safely aver my 
unhappiness m the particular which he has reluctantly noticed, to bo my 
thmkmg differently of tlie subjects which appear upon your records, my prin¬ 
ciple would be very much mistaken indeed if an idea of opposition should be 
ascribed to me—an idea I disclaim as entirely foreign to my thoughts, while I 
admit that a free and impartial description of points that fall under the Board’s 
consideration made me deem it my duty to speak my particular sentiments 
where they appear repugnant to the sense of the majority. My wishes, my 
inclination, and my interest lead me to desire nothing more ardently than to 
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conform to every opinion the propriety of which may have been admitted by 
the sanction of your approval. You may imagine then that the occasions 
which arose were a force upon my inclinations and compelled me in the 
instances in which I have differed either to give up my own 3 udgment without 
conviction of its being erroneous or to record it Your candor, I am convinced, 
did not impose on me the first, and I am satisfied you will be no longer displeased 
with the last when you credit my observation that it was the result of the first. 

The utility of the measure which has given rise to the present argument I 
approve from sentiments formed regarding it long since, and these I submitted 
to the Governor, actuated equally to lay them before him by private delicacy 
and deference to his station as by my public duty, it proved my happiness on 
this ocfcasion to hear from bira that the same subject had a place in his thoughts 
and that it would be shortly perfected and brought before the Board You 
have since seen and approved the Governor’s plan and I flatter myself from his 
great political knowledge and abilities every happy consequence will result to 
your affaiis in the execution of the commission with which he is entrusted 
Pardon mo if you think I have unnecessarily engaged your time, and let the 
idea, which renders a subject interesting to any particular character, influence 
your indulgenqe to the person who may bo under the impulse of that idea. 

RICHARD BARWELL. 


The President craves the indulgence of the Board while he subjoins a few woids as a 
The ProBidcnt’i second mmnte close to the subject of the foiegoing Minutes — 

Ho sincerely acknowledges the satisfaction he has received from the very 
candid and liberal reception which Mr. Harwell has been pleased to give to his 
explanation of the motives which induced him to prefer Mr Lawrell for the 
deputation to Corah, and he hero repeats that his solo view was to secure in the 
execution of the important negotiation which had been assigned him by the 
Board a cordial and effective assistance from the gentleman who was to be 
intrusted with the preparatory measures of them. 

He IS sorry there was not at that time such an established confidence 
between himself and Mr Barwell as might afford him the certainty of that 
assistance as lie shall always he happy to benefit by Mr Barwell’s abilities, he 
shall on liis part with great cheei fulness study to second the desire winch that 
gentleman has expressed, that there may he a perfect cordiality, and an unreserv¬ 
ed communication of sentiments between them, so that m future there may he 
no room for such objections as the President has been, compelled in this instance 
to make use of, convinced that, while he at the same time finds his inclinations 
gratified and his labours relieved, the public service will equally benefit by a 
mutual haimony subsisting between all the Members of the administration. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 6th May 17 73. 

Thursday. At a Coksultation present 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President, 

William Alderset, Esq. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

George Vansittart, Esq. 

Mr. Dacres indisposed. 

Bead and approved the Consultations of the 3rd instant 

Bpsumed the consideration of the President’s Minute of the 15th ultimo. 

President’s Minute. 

At the time the alteration of the Seapoy establishment was resolved in 
Council I mentioned the necessity that appeared of appointing some independ- 
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ent Companies for the duty of the Presidency. This subject was at that time 
referred for after-consideration. 


I am now to assign my reasons for recommending this measure 

In the first place, having a great number of guards and. chokis constantly 
stationed in and about Calcutta and the perpetual call for small escorts on 
indispensable occasions, which are frequently absent from the corps for several 
months, would disjoint and break a Brigade Battalion, in such a manner as to 
defeat the utmost endeavours of the best ofidcers to keep it under a proper disci- 
nline and gooS order, and if this duty was to be taken in rotation by every 
battalion m the service it might go far entirely to destroy our intentions ot 
preserving discipline uniformly throughout the Seapoy establishment. 

In the second place, the Town Major who commanded the Calcutta Spapoys 
for several years having assured me that most of the duties which fall to then 
lot might be equally well performed by invalids, I propose to enrol all the 
native invalids which are stationed here, officers as well as Seapoys, into the 
corps which shall be raised for the Calcutta duty, by whicli means we shall 
save the expense of an unserviceable invahd corps and at the same time make 
a much better provision for these poor people who have suffered materially in 
the service of the Company. • 

The Seapoy invalids at the Presidency aje — 


Sabadars 
JemalJara 
Havaldars 
Naicka > 
Sepoys . 


10 

5 

7 

9 

58 


To these I would propose to add as many officers and Seapoys selected and 
drafted from the present Calcutta Battalion as would complete seven inde- 
pendant Companies upon the following establishment to be put under tlie 
charge of the Town Major and Port Adjutant.— 




il 

fi 

1 Commandant (to be appointed only in case there is an 

nvabd 



Commandant) . . , . 


80 

80 

7 Subadars^ . ... 


40 

280 

7 Jemad.li s’ 


16 

112 

7 Trumpeters 


5 

15 

56 Havildars 


10 

560 

56 Naioks , . . ... 


8 

448 

700 Sepoys 


5 

3,500 

7 Serjeants^*^^^ 1 European invalids 



160 

• Allowance to Serjeant-Major 



20 

/ 1 Wiiter , 


20 

20 

{ 3 Sircars . 


10 

20 

g „ 13 Doctors . . . . 


10 

80 

fetau . j j Armourer 


10 

10 

1 3 Inferior Airaoureis . 


8 

24 

' 7 Watermen 


5 

35 

Sanaut S 



5,384 


In the above establishment I have appointed a smaller number of Suba- 
dars and Jemadars in proportion than m the Brigade Battalions, because 
they would bo a needless burden to the service is there is seldom a command 
from the Presidency that would require either of these officers, but, on the’othor 
hand, I have considerably increased the proportion of non-warrant officers on 
account of the frequency of petty commands. 

I beg leave also to acquaint the Board that tho Resident at the Darbar 
has represented to me the necessity he is under of furnishing a number of scat- 
•tered guards for the protection of Moorshedabad, Which have hitherto employed 
not a less force than four Companies of Seapoys, and that be will likewise have 
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occasion for petty detachments for the business of the Oossemhazar Factory. 
The two great cities of Patna and Dacca will in like manner require some bodies 
of armed men for their safeguard and protection, and it further appears that 
guards will be indispensably necessary for the security of the treasury at the 
several Colleotorships To these points I request the Board’s attention to enable 
me to carry mto execution the [^solution for disbanding the four Purgannah 
Battalions, winch cannot be done with safety until some provision is madO for 
pieserving the peace of the country and the security of the Company’s property. 
\Vhatever establishment it may be determined to form, all the other Seapoy 
invalids in the pay of the Hon’ble Company, of which there are returned with 
the Army 16 Subadars, 21 Jemmadars, and 174 rank and file, may be incor¬ 
porated into it 

In the original plan Chittagong was comprehended to be relieved from the 
brigades, but considering its distance from any of the stations of the Army, 
there is a powerful objection to the proposed relief of the Seajioys there, at the 
stated times fixed for our military changes, ns a very considerable expense must 
be incurred by so frequent and so distant a removal of the troops, and the 
country through which they must pass being so much inclosed and the inhabit¬ 
ants mostly decoyts, great disturbances are to be apprehended, and both real and 
pretended losses willMccasion deductions froip the revenue ; moreover, the batta¬ 
lion there is composed of natives of that district, who, if dismissed the service, 
would most probably for want of other means of subsistence become decoyts 
I would thcrefoie propose that the battalion there stationed should remain 
fixed for the service of that district, Tepperah and Luckj pore. 


Pfeseni Eslahliihment of a Baftahon of Begnlar Srapoys 



Full pay 

Full batta 

Allowaiite 

Gratuity 

Totai ' • 


Rap 

R 

R 

R 

R a p 

1 Captain 

124 0 0 

186 


86 

846 0 0 

3 Lieutenants, R62 each . 

186 0 0 

372 

J86 

72 

816 0 0 

3 Ensigns, @ {149-9-7 „ . 
1 Serjeant-Major 

148 12 9 

279 

lh6 

86 

649 12 9 

20 0 0 


20 


40 0 0 

4 Seijeants, @ {120 each . 

80 0 0 




80 0 0 

2 Drilmmeis, @ fil4 „ 

28 0 0 




28 0 0 

1 Commandant 

«0 0 0 

30 

60 


150 0 0 

1(1 Subahdars, @ SCO each . 
80 Jeramadais, @1115 „ 

10 Color Bearers, @ ftlO each 
40 Tomtoms and Tmmpeteis, 

600 0 0 

300 



900 0 0 

480 0 0 

450 



930 0 0 

100 0 0 

loo 



200 0 0 






@ ±16 each 

240 0 0 

120 



300 0 0 

40 llavildars, @ ±11U each 

400 0 0 

400 



800 0 0 

40 Naicks, @ R8 each 

320 0 0 

400 



720 0 0 

700 Seapoys „ H6 „ 

4,200 0 0 

2,100 



6,300 0 0 

1 Snbadar Acting Adjutant, 

16 


16 0 0 

Non-Effectives 






1 Wiiter . 

20 0 0 




20 0 0 

1 Linguist 

20 0 0 




20 0 0 

3 Doctors, @ HIO each 

80 0 0 




80 0 0 

10 Sircais „ BIO 

100 0 0 

Too 



200 0 0 

1 Head Armorer 

JO 0 0 




10 0 0 

‘3 lnferiorArtnorer8,@fi8oach 

24 0 0 

. 



24 0 0 

10 Watermen, @ fiO each 

60 0 0 

30 



90 0 0 

i 

Monthly Charges of Sonairt R 

Aiimuil Charges supposing it 6 months on full and 6 months on half batta 

12,729 12 9 

1,40,667 9 0* 
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Prettnt Btiabhthntmt of a Battalion of Burgannah Seapogs, 



Full pay 

Batta j 

Allowance 

Giatuity 

Total 


R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

a 


1 Captain 

m 

186 


36 

346 

0 

0 

8 Lieutenants, @ H62 each 

166 

372 

186 

U 

816 

0 

0 

1 Sei3eant-Majoi , ^ 

16 


20 


36 

0 

0 

4 Serieants, ltl6 each §, 

64 




64 

0 

0 

2 Drummers, (a), fillf-s 

22 




22 

0 

(1 

each . . . J 








1 Commandant 

60 

IJ 

/ 60 


120 

0 

0 

10 Subdars, @ itOO each 

* 600 

'S -g 

/ 1 


61)0 

0 

0 

30 Jemmad.118, @ itlOeach 

480 

G’u ^ 

1 


480 

0 

0 

10 ( olor Beaicrs, @ HIO each 
40 Tomtoms and Trumpoteis, 

luo 

~:S g 

.• ■ 


loo 

0 

0 


) 

j 





@ H0 each 

240 




240 

0 

0 

40 Ilavildars, @ RIO each . 

' 410 

p g 1 



400 

0 

u 

40 Naicks, @ R8 each 

320 

6 21 



320 

0 

0 

700 Sepoys „ R6 „ . 

4,200 

S 



4,200 

0 

0 

1 Subadar acting as Adju¬ 


/ ^ s 






tant, Non-Effective 



16 


16 

0 

0 

1 Writer . . 

20 




20 

u 

0. 

1 Linguist . . 

20 




20 

0 

0 

3 Doctois, @ RIO each 

30 




30 

0 

0 

10 Sircars „ RIO „ 

loo 



... 

100 

0 

0 

1 Head Aimoiei and 3 men 

84 




34 

0 

0 

10 Wateimou, @ R6 each 

60 




60 

0 

u 

Monthly Cliarges of Sonant R 

Annujl Charges of Sonaut R 

Annual Ch ii ges to the Company of clothing a Battalion being Sonant Rupees 
Total Chaiges auniully foi a Battalion being Sonaut Rupees 

8,024 

96,288 

1,605 

99,893 

T 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

2 

2 


Proposed Establuhment for a Baiiahon of Seapoys 



Pull 

[pay 


Batta 

Allowance 

Gratuity 

Total 


R 

« 

p 

R 

R 

R 

R 

« 

p 

1 Captain 

124 

0 

0 

186 


88 

346 

0 

0 

6 Lieutenants, @ fi62 each 

810 

0 

0 

620 

310 

120 

1,360 

c 

0 

6 Ensigns, @ R19 9-7 each , 

247 15 11 

465 

310 

60 

1,082 

15 

11 

1 Serjeant-Major 

20 

0 

0 


20 


40 

0 

0 

10 Serjeants, @ R20 each 

200 

0 

0 




200 

• U 

0 

1 Commandant . 

60 

0 

0 

80 

60 


150 

0 

0 

10 Subadais, @ H60 each 

600 

0 

0 

300 



900 

0 

0 

20 Jemraiulars, (oj ttl6- each. 










of whom are to carry the 










colors . . 

320 

0 

0 

300 

.. 


620 

0 

0 

10 Trumpeters, @ R8 each . 

60 

0 

0 

30 



90 

0 

0 

12 Drummers, @ fil4 each . 

163 

0 

0 




. 168 

0 

0 

30 Havildais „ RIO „ 

300 

0 

0 

300 



600 

0 

1) 

30 Naichs, @ H8 each 

240 

0 

0 

240 



480 

0 

0 

640 Seapoys „ R6 „ . 

3,840 

0 

0 




5,760 

0 

u 

1 Subadar acting as Adjutant, 










Non-Effective 





16 


16 

0 

0 

1 Writer or Linguist 

20 

0 

0 




20 

0 

0 

3 Doctors, @ RIO each 

30 

0 

0 




30 

0 

0 

10 Sircars „ RIO „ 

100 

0 

0 

100 



200 

0 

0 

1 Head Armorer 

no 

0 

0* 


... 


10 

0 

0 

3 Inferior Armorers, @ H8 each 

24 

0 

0 


... 


24 

0 

0 

10 Wateimen, @ Rb each . 

60 

0 

0 

'so 

... 


90 

0 

0 


Monthly ChaigcB of Sonant fi . 12,186 15 11 
Annual Expenses supposing it 6 months on half and 6 months on full batta 1,36,493 15 0 


c% 
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(Jontparahve view of the Expenses attendant on the proposed and present EstahUshments 
of the Battahon of Seapoys. 


The present Expenses Tub proposed Expenses. 

Rap Rap 

Pay, batta, and allowance o£ Pay, batta, and allowances of 

18 Battalions of Regular 24 Battalions of Seapoys 

Seapoys agreeable to the agreeable to the annexed 

annexed establishment establishment . . . 82,75,864 8 0 

amounting annually . 25,32,016 2 0 Proposed expenoes of Chowki- 
Annual Charges of 10 Batta- dars and Tannedars for the 

lions of Purgannah Seapoys collections in Bengal annu- 

to the Company . . 9,98,936 6 8 ally \ . 1,68,000 0 0 

Pay and batta of 80 Gentle¬ 
men Cadets struck of the 
Select Picquet to complete 
the pioposed establishment 
of officers at 6 months’ half 
and 6 months’ full batta . 62,400 0 0 

Present expences of Chowki- 
dars and Tannedais for the 
collections in Bengal annu¬ 
ally about . 60,000 0 0 Decrease of expenses annually 2,09,497 15 8 

Total .86,63,352 7 8 Total 86,63,852 7 8 


Fort ■Wvlliam, the *23rd September 1773. 

Read the following lettci from the Governor — 

I’he Governor, he hai complatod To William Aldersey, Esq, &c , Gentlemen of the Select 
Ills Negociations Committee at Fort William 

Gbntlbjien, —This day I finally concluded an agreement with the Vizier 
the original of which I shall have the pleasure of laying before the Board on 
my return. In the meantime I think it my duty by the earliest opportunity 
to communicate the substance of it to you for your satisfaction, as follows — 

The Districts of Corah and Allahabad are ceded to the Vizier on condition 
of bis paying 50 lacks of rupees to the Company, 20 of which is ready 
money and the remaining 30 in two years by equal payments 

He has engaged to pay the whole expense of the Company’s forces which 
may hereaftdr march to his assistance, on his requisition which has been com¬ 
puted and fixed at H2,10,000 per month for a bngade 

I have obtamed a renewal and formal confirmation of his former engage¬ 
ments with Eajah Cheit Sing 

I propose getting out from this place in two days 

1 am, (S^c., 

.Benaees, warren HASTINGS. 

The 7th September 1773 
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Wasel Baky oj the Promnce of Allahabad for the Fusstllee year 1176. 
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TAe 22nd August 177H 









Jumma Wasel BaJcy of the Brovmce of Allahabad for the Fusstllee year 1177. 
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Tke 2ind Angusl 1773, 







Jumma Wasel Buky of the Bromnce of Allahabad for the Fmsillee year 1178. 
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The 32nd August 1773 





Jumma Waeel Baity of the Fromnce of Allahabad for the Fussillee year 1179 



Tke 22nd Avgust 1773 






F 01 1 'Wiiliara, the 4th October 1773 

Tie Governor delivers into the Bomd tlie following report of his negofflations with the 
Nabob Snj.i-ul-Dowla at Bemres and his other prooeedings daring his absence from tliei’resi. 
deucy, with all the papeis refeired to in the report — 

^ ^ _ &c. Oouncl .t Fort 

Gtsntlemen, —I have already advised you m ray letter of the 7th Septem¬ 
ber from Benares of the issue of my negociations, and the sura of the treaty 
concluded with the Vizier I now lay befoie you No. 1, the treaty itself, a 
counterpart of which remains in his possession. The other papers whioh 
accompany this 1 shall refer to, numbering them m the order in which they 
may occur. 

In the course of ray journey to Bcnaies, I repeatedly addressed the King, 
advising him to send some person of confidence to meet me there with full 
powers to tieat upbn his affairs He did not comply with my advice, but* 
contented himself with writing to the Vizier, and Munneer-o-Dowla to demand 
the balance of the tribute of Bengal, the regular payment of it in future, and 
the restitution ot Corah and Allahabad to Munneer-o-Dowla on his behalf, but 
without empowering them to deviate from those demands, under such circum¬ 
stances your xnstiuctions directed me to treat for the cession of those countries 
with the Vizier. I pioposed to him the exchange of the territory of Raja 
Cheit Sing for them, but I found him mUexibly averse to it He replied that 
it I insisted upon it he had not the power to dispute it, and must of necessity 
submit, but that he would never willingly consent to part with a span of his 
teintory, that liis principal inducements to wish for the districts of Corah and 
Allahabad was that ho might have the credit of repossessing all the territory 
which he befoie enjoyed and had inheiited from his lather, that an exchange 
would defeat Ins purpose, that he could have no leason to give up a valuable 
pait of his country, with a certain revenue, for a distiict which even m time 
of peace would not yield him near so large net revenue as was paid him 
by Raja Cheit Sing, and m war, or even the alarm of vyar, nothing 
besides Ins being continually exposed to the invasions of the Mahrattas 
These arguments weie certainly just, and as my view was to confirm and 
strengthen the alliance between him and the Company, and this proposal, if 
insisted upon, would have been productive of a contraiy effect, I thought it 
advisable to drop it Indeed I mentioned it hut so slightly, knowing his re¬ 
pugnance to it, and I flatter mysell that the sum ot 60 lacks of rupees, apd 
fho stipulation of B2,10,000 per month for the payment of an incomplete 
brigade whenevet required for his service, will appeal to you, Gentlemen, 
and to our hon’ble masters, a very advantageous compensation for a territory 
whioh perhaps ought m policy to have been given to him, even though no 
leturn had been made for it 

To have kept it ourselves would have lieon inconsistent with the repeated 
and peremptory commands of the Company The 7th, 8th, and 10th paragraphs 
of their general letter, dated 11th May 1769, arc so directly m point, and mark 
so forcibly tbeii sentiments concerning the impropriety of holding territories 
beyond the boimdaiy of their own provinces, and separated from them, that 
this administration would have been culpable in the highest degree in retaining 
possession of Corah and Allahabad for any other purpose than that of making an 
advantage by the disposal ol them It would have imposed on us the necessity 
of sending our troops continually out of the Provinces of Bengal, not at the 
requisition of the Vizier and at his charge, but at our own expense, and for the 
protection of these distant acquisitions, and as the Majvrattas must unavoidably 
pass either through these districts, or near them, to invade the Vizier, this 
would’furnish liim with a perpetual excuse for refusing to bear his proportion 
of the expense of the forces which should be employed irt lus protection, nor 
indeed would it ever be necessary for him to call lor their aid, since the 
presence of our army for the piotection of the lands lying on his frontier would 
make them a secure barrier to him, and thus leave us the whole burthen, and 
immediate hazard of the war, although ho would be the greatest and m the 
end would probably appear the only gamer by it. ^ Nor is their contiguity less 
exceptionable on account of the tendency which our possession of them 



•would have to destroy the harmony and good understanding which our 
hon’ble masters so earoestly enjoin us to maintain with the Vizier, their ally, 
since, as he himself observed to me upon it, they do not form a compact and 
detached space, which could admit of an easy defence from one central station 
with its bounds clearly defined, but consist in a narrow line without breadth ex¬ 
tending along the western frontier of his dominions, and so intermixed with 
them ;many parts lying on the eastern bank of the river) that his aumils and 
ours would be for ever engaged in natural quarrels, which would not fail to 
weaken the friendship between him and the Company, as it would be impossi¬ 
ble to examine on which side the right lay at so great a distance fi*om our 
observation, nor (to use the words of our hon’ble masters) could we send a 
man or a gun for the defence of these new acquisitions without passing 
through his country, which would bo a perpetual source of dispute and com¬ 
plaint. 

Had we restored these districts to the King, who so lately abandoned 
them, and who is confessedly unable by his own strength to maintain them, 
we siiould still have been burthened with the care of their defence, or we 
should have given them only nominally to the King, but m reality to the 
Mahrattas, the evil consequelices of which it is needless to enumerate. 

By ceding them to the Vizier we strengthen our alliance with him, we 
make him more dependant upon us, as he is more exposed to the hostilities of 
the Mahiattas, we render a junction between him and them, which has been 
some times apprehended morally impossible, since their pretensions to Corah 
will bo a constant source of animosity between them, we free ourselves fiom 
the expense and all the dangers attending either a remote property, or a remote 
connection, wo adhere literally to the limited system laid down by the Hon’ble 
Couft of Directors, we are no longer under the necessity of exbaustiqg the 
wealth of our own provinces in the pay and disbursements of our brigades 
employed at a distance beyond them, but by fixing the sum to be paid by the 
Vizier for their services at their whole expense, and by removing every possible 
cause for their passing our own borders, but at his requisition and for his 
defence, we provide ettectually for the protection of our frontier, and reduce the 
expenses of our army even in employing it; and lastly we acquire a not sum of 
50 lacks of rupees most seasonably obtained for the relief ot the Company's 
necessities, and the deficient circulation of the currency of the provinces 

General Sir Robert Barker favoured me at my request with the calcula¬ 
tion on which the sum was fixed at S2,10,000 for the pay, batta, and extra 
charges of a brigade employed without the provinces, and I herewith enclose 
It (No. 2.) 

No. 3 is a Persian copy of a cowlnama or engagement which I obtained 
from the Vizier confirming to Raja Cheit Sing and his posterity tlie stipulations 
formerly made in behalf of las father Bulwand Sing. No. 1 is an English 
translation of it No 6 a copy of the Vizier’s pottah, or rent-roll, fixed with 
Raja Cheit Sing for the year 1178, and alluded to m the cowlnama No 6 an 
English translation of the pottah. No. 7 the translation ot a letter which I 
Wrote to Raja Cheit Sing as a further assurance of the conditions promised m 
the cowlnama. 

The cowlnama was executed in my presence and attested by me. The 
Vizier desired that the stipulations made in favour of the Raja might he 
executed in this mode rather than by an article in the treaty, and it was equally 
satisfactory to the Raja, I must remark that he had already given the Raja a 
cowlnama of this tenor soon after tlie death of Bulwand Smg through the 
solicitation of Oj^ptain Harper by the orders of the Select committee He 
could therefore have no reasonable plea to refuse the confirmation of it 
Nevetheless he seemed to think his former act of so lit.tlo validity that he 
pressed me in very earnest terms for my consent that he should dispossess the 
Raja of the forts of Luttefgur and Bidgygur, and take from him 10 lacks of 
rupees over and above the stipulated rents, and he seemed greatly dissatisfied at 
my refusal, He argued that the treaty of Allahabad related to Bulwand Sing 
solely, and was never meant to extend to his posterity, I confess the letter of 
the treaty expresses no more, yet I cannot conceive that either the Raja or 
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Lord Clive, wlien the treaty was made, could have intended it in that sense. 
It has certainly been ditferently understood both by the Company and by tins 
Administration, and the Vizier himself had before put it out of all dispute by 
the solemn Act passed in the Raja’s favour on his succession to the zemindary 
I am well convinced that the Raja’s inheritance, and perhaps his life, aie no 
longer safe than while he enjoys the Company’s protection, jvhich is his due 
by the ties of justice, and the obligations of public faith, and which policy 
enjoins us to afford him evermost effectually. His country is a strong barrier 
to ours witliout subjecting us to any expence, and wc may depend upon him 
as a sure ally, whenever we may stand in need of his services. 

The day before ray departure from Benares a khowass, or attendant on 
the King’s person, a man of no consequence, airived with a letter to me from 
his master, of which and my answers 1 enclose tianslations Nos 8 and 9. You 
will observe that the acquisition of Corah and Allahabad, the payment of the 
tribute, and the assistance of our troops, were the objects of his commission 
As I see no use m false profession or concealment and have ever found plain¬ 
dealing the best policy, I hope you will approve of my loply. 

Whatever policy suggested the first idea of the tribute, and whatever title 
he may be conceived to have had to the payment of it while he remained 
under our protection, and united his fortune with ours, his late conduct has 
forfeited every claim to it, and made it even dangerous to allow it, even if the 
resources of Bengal and the exigencies of the. Company could any longer 
admit of it Our conduct towards him has certainly aftorded matter of admira¬ 
tion to the whole people of Hindostan, whether they construe it as the effect of 
a mistaken principle of duty, the just leturn of benefits received, or attribute it 
to some hidden cause We have persevered with a fidelity unknown to them 
m an unshaken alliance to a pageant of our own creation, and lavished on him 
the wealth of this country, winch is its blood, although not one of his own 
natural subjects has ever afforded him the least pledge of voluntary obedience, 
although our constituents have been compelled to withhold the legal claims of 
our own sovereign, although we have loaded them with an accumulated debt 
of a crore and a half of rupees, almost the exact amount of the sums remitted 
for the use of a man who in return has ungratefully deseited, and since headed 
armies against us It is unjust to argue, in suppoit of las pretensions on the 
Company, that the tribute is no more than a reasonable acknowledgment for the 
favour which they received from him m the grant ot the Dewanny. They 
gave him all They received nothing from lam but a piosumptuous gift of 
what was not his to give, but what they had already acquned by their own 
power, the same power to which he was indebted fer las crown, and even for 
his existence. 

The Vizier was at first very desirous of the assistance of an English force 
to put him in possession of the Rohilla country lying north of his dominions 
and east of the Ganges. This has long been a favorite object of his wishes, 
and you will recollect that the first occasion of my late visit was furnished by 
a proposal of this kind He had certainly just grounds of resentment agamst 
the chiefs of this nation, who had not only failed m their engagements to pay 
him 40 lacks of rupees for his protection against the Mahiattas, but had 
actually supplied them with money when they appeared in arms against him 
He offered to make the Company a consideration tor this service of 40 lacks of 
rupees besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of our troops, but he after¬ 
wards laid aside this design, fearing that it would disable him from fulfilling 
his engagements for Corah and Allahabad I enclose, for your observation, 
No. 10, the original agreement of the Rohilla chiOfs, witnessed by General 
Barker, No. 11, a translation of the same. No 12, a translation of a letter which 
I received from Haffiz Rahmut Cawn, in whose name the agreement was 
ratified; and No. 13, a translation of a narrative deliveied to me by the Vizier 
m reply to it. The measures to be pursued for lus security on that quarter 
must therefore he determined by future oceuirences I was pleased that he 
urged the scheme of this expedition no further, as it would have led our troops 
to a distance from our own borders, which I would wish ever to avoid although 
there are powerful arguments to recommend it. 
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The Vizier having no occasion for the services of the first brigade, I have 
directed it to retarn within the provii\ees, and I have ordered Lieutenant-Coloi 
nel Muir, with a battalion of sepoys from the •2nd Brigade, to relieve Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Wilding m the fort of Chuiiar 

In consequence of the cession of Corah and Allahabad Mr. Lawrell will 
return to the Presidency On ray arrival at Benares he made a report to me of 
his proceedings, and delivered me accounts and estimates of the collections and 
revenues ot those districts,* copies of which he has also transmitted to you 
These appear to have been collected with great mdustty, and were very useful 
to me in my negociations 

The Vizier insisted very strongly on his right to the balance of the King’s 
tuncawas on the ticasury of Muishidahad He said that he advanced the 
money for wlueh they were gianted to him on the faith ot Loid Clive's agiee- 
inents at Allahabad before theie was the smallest intimation that the tribute 
would he discontinued, and that Mr Cartier had both piomised him payment 
and accepted his assignments on them As these arguments appear to be well 
grounded, and the amount of the tuncawas was actually due to the King before 
he sepaiated himselt fioin our piotection, I thought our credit icquired that 
this demand sliould be complied with, and I accoidiugly agreed to it. 

His engagements for the extia expense of the first brigade during the 
hst campaign have been adiusted, and the account closed to the 15th ot this 
month The balance being 114,62,834-13-3 is to be paid by an assignment of 
H3,23,000 on the lung’s tuucaw, and the remaining 111,29,834-13-3 in ready 
money at Eyzahad No 14 is a copy of the account 

In the course of our confeieuce ho made a demand upon mo for the pay of 
the 19th battalion of sepoys from the time it was first stationed with him, and 
was very urgent for the payment I tolii him I was not then furnished with 
the necessary papers to enable roe to adjust the account at Benares, this being 
the first intimation that I had ever icceivod of his having such a claim, but 
])ioraised to settle it equitalily after my ictiiru to Calcutta 'J'ho vehemence 
with w'hicli ho insisted on the immedute conclusion of this business, notwith¬ 
standing the length of time wluch it, had remained unnoticed, proved an mter- 
luption to the other more important aftairs, wdiioh were depending The 
enclosed translation of our coricspondence on the subject, No 16, w'lll explain 
the circumstances of this demand. You will obseive tliat the Vizier denies his 
having agreed to pay Rlo.OOO a mOnth toi his half of the extra expenses of 
the brigade at Allahabad, but this circumstance seems to be very will attested, 
.and he at length acquiesced to refer it to our lecords, and if these should 
establish the claim to allow it to stand against his advances for the 19th bat¬ 
talion. 

I had much conversation with the Vizier concerning a free intercourse of 
commerce with his dominions, and recommended to liim an establishment of 
customs similar to that which we have lat(*ly adopted m Bengal, of which I 
gave him a plan and explanation in wilting, but I found it impossible to con¬ 
vince him of the utility of either He seemed con Rimed in the persuasion 
that the current specie of this country would be drained by a free trade with 
ours, that if the English gomastahs were authorized to 'reside there they would 
exercise an authority prejudicial to lus revenue, notwithstanding any regula¬ 
tions or restrictions of our Government, and involve liim in disputes which 
might perhaps end in the rum of his connections w'lth the Company. I pro¬ 
mised that no English gentleman should reside m his country, and that I 
would never interfere in hny disputes between English gomastahs and bis 
people, which I left to be decided by his officers, who might exercise the same 
authority over them as over his own subjects As I found it impossible to 
overcome his objections, and I learnt that Mirzapore wms the mart from which 
not only his dominions but all the interior parts of Hindostan tvere supplied 
with goods from Bengal, I judged it improper to press him any further to agree 
to innovations so much against his will, when I could effect the same purposes 
by an agreement with Raja Cheit Sing, to whom the town of Mirzapoie 
belongs, as well as all the intermediate country from the borders of Behar. I 
informed him of my intention, to which ho said he bad no objection I accord¬ 
ingly settled with Raja Cheit Sing that the article's of broad-cloth, copper, and 
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lead bought at tlio Company’s sales should pass duty-free thrdugh his territo¬ 
ries to Mirzapore, and that on all other goods he should collect an equal rate 
of duties fiom all meichants, European or Isative, or others mdiseriminately 
I'lO 16 is the Raj.i^s agreement with the lates ot duties, and No 17 U tiansla- 
tion of it Those rates are ip general a medium hetueen uhat was before 
charged to the English merchants and that paid by the natives 'Ibe former 
was only half of the latter The establishment of the duties on an equal 
tooting will be a benefit to the fair tiader, and ot c-ouise .i geneial encourage¬ 
ment to the expoitation ol goods fiom Bengil The exemption allowed on 
the articles abovementioned will he paitieulaily seiv'^’ceable m jiromoting the 
Company’s sales ol the pioductions ol England, wlucli is the puiposo to which, 
111 then letter to the Select Committee, dated the ot they ex¬ 

pressly diiect that the Hth aititle ol thcTieatv ot Allahabad should Ix' confined. 
Raja Cheit »Sing having desiied tliat the geneial resulenec of EmopcMns m bis 
country might bo proluinted, and that any iiaiticulai persons to whom an 
indulgence might be gianted should be lestiicted to Bennies, and having at the 
same time intoimcd me that Mcssis Fowke, Motto and Scott had conducted 
tliomselves so entiiely to lus satisf.iction that ho had no ob]ection to then 
lemainipg, I gave notice to all otheis to quit lus terntones by the end ot 
Decemhei, and told him that aftei that tune they wmuld he no longer under the 
Company’s piotection, and if they pioved letiattoiy ho might seize and send 
them away liy force I did not hesitate to comply witii lus lequest in tins 
particular because it is liteially conlormablc to the Company’s ordeis 

Dining my stay at Benaies a vackeel fiom KudjifT Cawn came to me 
with a letter fiom him, lequestmg tiie continuance of Ins annual pension of 
two lacks of lupecs which Loid CIivc settled upon luiii at Allahabad 
closed No 18 is a tianslation of lus letter llis repiesent ition coneeimngMs 
attendance on the King to Dcdlii, and ms eonfluct smee, has been entiKtly^pn-,^ 
firmed to me by the Geneial I see no plea tliorefoie lor vvitliholiiin^ rho 
allowance engaged to him by ticaty, and I think it mav bo of matenalW»Qp\*- 
quenee to keep him attached to our interest, hut as I eould not give ftlm 
answer at Benares, I desired his vackeel to accompanv me t) Calcutta I now_ 
refer lus claim to yoiu determination. 

I applied to the Vizier for the dismission of Mi Gontil, using suc'h nigu- 
ments as I thought most likely to induce him to make it lus voluntaiy act, hut 
not insisting on it He piomised that ho would dismiss him, hut I confess 
I much doubt w'hethcr he will As the peremptory lujunetions of the Company 
in the 52nd and 53rd paiagraphsof their letter to the Commissioners, dated the 
23rd of March 1770, required my endeavouis to obtain this point, so I have 
literally observed their oideis m the mode m wdiich I solicited lus coinpUanco 
with it At the same time I must declare my opinion that the man has acquired 
lus importance only fiom the notice with winch he has been thus repeatedly 
honoured, having neither abilities nor influenoc vviuch arc likely to atfect oui 
interest. 

The Vizier left Benares the 10th of last month, on which day f also 
departed Mr Lambert accompanied him to Fvzabad to leceive the twenty 
lacs promised m the fiist payment for the cession ot Corah and Allahabad, and 
the balance of the extra charges of the brigade being 111,29,834-13-3, both 
which sums he has assured me shall be instantly paid on his aiiival 

I made a short visit to Cliunar, where I fixed the boundaiy of the lands 
appertaining to the fort, and made some other arrangements ot too little mo¬ 
ment to swell this letter with the relation of them 

On my return to Patna the chief and council of the factory delivered to 
me the’ particulars which I had desired of the chaiges at the saltpetre fac¬ 
tories, togctlier with the statement of the quantity provided and the medium 
price (also charges included) for seven years past it appears that tlu* puce 
has not of late'been increased, and I imagine it will haiuty admit of a reduction 
I enclose the accounts No 19 for your observation 

In the course of Our conservation the Vizier frequently expressed the satis¬ 
faction which he had received from our meeting, and from the friendly and 
confidential intercourse which had taken place between us Though our pro- 
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fessions are not always to be received in tbeir literal sense, I took occasion from 
them to ask him whether it would be j^reeable to him that a person in whom 
i could confide should be appomted by me to reside near his person, for the 
sake of perpetuating and strengthening the good understending so happily 
begun, as well as for the transaction of such ordinary affairs as might not suit tlie 
formality of a correspondenfce by letter, but which in their amount are always 
found to be productive of important effects, that I desired it myself, but 
unless it was equally his wish I would neither propose nor consent to it, as it 
would not in such a case be productive of the good effects which I meant to de* 
rive fronj it. He declared to me that rt would be entirely pleasing to him. I 
told him that I would again address him after my return to Calcutta on the same 
subject, when I should have made choice of a person duly qualified for so 
imjiortant a trust It now rests with you, gentlemen, to determine on the 
propriety of this appointment. I will oftei it fiankly as my opinion that if you 
shall think it proper to entrust with me the sole nomination of such a resi* 
dent, and the power ot recalling him whenever I shall judge his presence to be 
no longer necessary, it may be attended with good effects In any other mode I 
fear the appointment would exclude me from being any longer the channel of 
connection between this Government and the Vizier, and prevent me from 
availing myself of that influence with him which I have taken much pams to 
establish, and I hope not altogether unsuccessfully. 

I have addressed the Board of Revenue lu a separate letter concerning 
such matters as fell under my observation in that department. 

Permit lUe, gentlemen, to conclude my letter with my acknowledgments 
for your indulgence in permitting Mr. Vansittart to accompany me on this 
service. It is a justice which I ow^e to him and to Messrs. Lawrell and 
Lambert, the other gentlemen of the Board who weie with mo at Benares, to 
declare that the cordial assistance which I received from them was of the most 
effectual service to me in my proceedings. 

I have the honour to be, &c , &c, 

Port William, WARREN HASTINGS 

The 4th Ocloher 1773, 


(Treaty with Sujah*ul-Dowla, No 1) 

The Vizier of the Empire. —Asiph-jah Shujah-ul-Mulk, the Nabob 
Sujah-ul-Dowla, Aboo-ul-Munsoor Cawm Bahadur, Sifdar Jung Sippah Salah, 
on the one part, and Warren Hastings, Esq, President of the Council, Governor 
of Fort William, and Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the English Com* 
pany, m the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, for and m the name of 
the English Company on the other part, do agree on the following articles — 

Ist Whereas in the treaty concluded at Allahabad, the 16th of August 1765, 
between the Vizier and the Company, it is expressed that the districts of Corah 
and Allahabad were given to His Majesty tor his expenses, and whereas His 
Majesty has abandoned the possession of the aforesaid districts, and even given 
a sunnud for Corah and Currah to the Mahrattas to the great prejudice of the 
interests both of the Vizier and of the English Company, and contrary to the 
meaning of the said treaty, and hath thereby forfeited his light to the said 
districts which has reverted to the Company,'from whom he received it, it is 
therefore agreed that the afoiesaid districts shall be put into the possession of 
the Vizier on the following conditions, and that in the same manner as the 
Province of Owd and the other dominions of the Vizier and possessed by him, 
so shall he possess Corah and Currah and Allahabad for ever. He shall by no 
means and under no pretence be liable to any obstiuctions in the aforesaid 
countries from the Company and English Chiefs, and exclusive of the money 
now stipulated, no mention or requisition shall by any means be made to him 
for anything else on this account. This agreement shall be observed by all the 
English Chiefs, Gentlemen of the Counoil, and by the Company, nor shall it 
ever be broke or deviated from. 
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Condttiona, vtz. 

He sLall pay to the Company fifty lacks (50,00,000) of sicca rupees accord¬ 
ing to the currency of the province of Owd as follows, vtz. 

B 

. 20,00,000 

15,00,(100 
15,00,000 

-- 80,00,000 

Sicca Rupees , 50,00,000 


2nd. To prevent any disputes arising concerning the payments which shall 
be made by the Vizier for the expenses of the Company’s troops that may 
maich to his assistance It is agreed that the expense of a brigade shall be 
computed at two lacks ten thousand (2,10,000) sicca rupees per month, accord¬ 
ing to the currency of the province of Owd. By a biigade is meant as 
follows, — 

2 battalions o£ Europeans 
6 battalions of Sepoys 
1 company of Artillery. 

The expense of the said troops shall be defrayed by the Vizier from the 
time that they shall have passed the borders of his dominions till they return 
within the borders of the province of Behar, and exclusive of the abovemen- 
tioned sum no more shall on any account he demanded from him. Should the 
Company and the English Chiefs have occasion to send for the troops of the 
Vizier, the Company and the English Chiefs shall also pay their expenses m the 
like manner 

Signed, sealed, and solemnly sworn to by the contracting parties at Benares, 
this seventh day of September m the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-three. 

In the presence of us— 


In ready money. 

]u two yeais after the date hereof, vtz — 
'ihe Sifit year , 

The second year . 


JOHN STEWART 
WILLIAM REBFEARN. 


Estimate of the monthly expenses of a Biigade employed without the Provinces 


R 


A company of Artillery . . 


5,072 

A legiment (two battalions) of Infantry 


48,271 

Six battalions of Sepoys 

76,923 


Staff allowances .... 

4,500 



—- 

81,423 

Lascars' pay and batta . 


5,920 

Aitificers'and coolies’batta 


. 12,988 

Contractor!,' Chargi 

r«. 


Victualling .... 

. 12,600 


Cairiage uud camp equipmeot, &c 

. 16,706 

28,306 


Hospital Charge t 

Cost of camp equipage for a twelve-month, in¬ 
cluding Super cent for the charges of tians- 
portation . . 

Deduct supposed to be expended in a twelve¬ 
month i . « ... 


72;n6 

2-t,315 

48,630 -^ib IS 4,052 
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Carried over 


1,89,082 
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a a 

BI ought forward . ’,89,032 

Hospital continued 

Cost of stoics for a tweWe-month including 
oO per cent, foi the charge of transporta¬ 
tion , . . . 1,78,314 

Deduct not supposed to be expended in a 

twelve-month ^. 87,167 ^ 


87,157 -iVtli w 7,263 

Contingencies of paymasteis, quaiterma^ters, &c , 

agieeably to the list deliveicd by the General . . . 8,757 

2,06,052 

Sundiy contingencies which cannot particular¬ 
ly be siiecified estimated at ..... 4,948 

Total . 2,10,000 


Tiauslation of the new cowlnama oi Agieement given by the N ibob Sujali-ul Dowla to 
llaja Clieit Slug 

The allaira of the zemmdary and halmd of the Sircai ot Benares, and 
Siieai Chunarah, and ol the mehals oi Juaupooi, Be 3 apooi, Buddohy, Sukne- 
seguiiah, Mulboo Khans, Sircai ftazeTpooi, Sckindarpooi, Khereed Shadey- 
abad, and Toppeh Seimch, &c, which weie under the chaige ot llaja Buhvand 
Sing deceased, I do heieby giant and confirm unto you upon thoir former 
tooting It IS ncoessaiy that altei deducting the Naukar and half ot the 
Toghiei ot Buddohoy, you monthly and annually pay into the tieasury of 
the Sucar the established and stated payments By tlie favor of God, what¬ 
ever IS promotive of your honor, shall be peiformed, and exclusive qf tlih 
lumma, specified m the cabooleat, of the present Fusselly year 1178, no increase 
shall ever hereafter be demanded. And if you rejnam firm and steady m youi 
obedience and in the payment of your lents, no harm shall by any means 
happen, to your lyots or country. By the Woid of God and of the Holy 
Coran and of the blessed Imaums, this agreement is mudo between me and 
my hens, and you and yqur heirs, and it shall nevci be deviated horn Dated 
this 18th day ot the iVloon Jemmady-ul-sani, in the year 1177 liegiiee, 
answering to the 6th ot Sejitember 1773 English style. 


A true translation 
WILLIAM REDEEARN, 
Pn. Tr 


Translctiun of tbe Potta given by tbe Nabob Sujah ul Dowla to Ka3a Cheit Sing. 

The Sircar of Benaras and Chunarah, and the Mehals of the Sircar ot 
.Tuanpoor, &c , including land and rents and sayer duties; and liavely Maho- 
med-aban, Benares, Mulboo Khans, Pergunnah Jlooder, &c , Talooks of Sekinra 
Mow, m the dependencies of the Pergunnah Khaundah, Pergunnah Buddohoy, 
Suknesegur, Bejeypoor, Sircar Gazeypoor, Pei’gunnah Sekmderpoor, Kbere^ 
Shadeyabad, and Toppeh Sorinch, &c , land, rents, and sayer duties included 
after deductmg the dustoor Dewanny, Naukar, half of the jaghier of Buddo¬ 
hoy, and the other exempted ^aglueis and whatever has formerly been allowed 
as deductions I do nctw fully grant and make over to you on the terms of 
your cabooleat from the first of Khareet 1178 In consideration of the sum 
of Benares Cum-sunna H22,48,449 Assil and Ezafa, as specified underneath, 
clear of 4ill expenses of Sehbundy. It is necessary that you pay the abo|e 
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sum to the Sircar according to the stated and established khists year by year 
And by the favor of God there shall never be anv deviation from this 
agreement. 


Parficulats, ttz. 


Paid bv Rjja Bulwand Sing 
Btnaros . 

Biiddahoy , 

Suklesegur , 

Bejaypooi , , 

Gazeyjioor 

Sliadeyabad . 


Deduct Nankar, half of the jaghier of 
Buddohoy and Uttuirga, &c. 

Net revenue paid by Raja Buhvand Sing 
Increase settled with Raja Cheit Sing 

Net revenue to be paid by Raja Cheit Sing 


H 

12,00,607 

],SO,000 

16,000 

2,00,000 

6,00,000 

40,000 


Dated the 27th Rajub in the year of the Hegiree 1184. 


R 


20,86,607 

88,158 

19,98,449 

2,50,000 


22,48,449 


A true Translation. 
WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
Pn. Tr. 


Fiom the Goveinor to Raja Cheit Sing 

At this time, the Vizior of the Empire, having given you an agreement 
under his hand and seal, ivliieh I have counteisigned, and also affixed my seal 
to, it 18 necessary that conformably thereto, and according to the treaty con¬ 
cluded at Allahabad by Loid Clive and the Vizier respecting Raja Bulwand 
Sing, your deceased father, you with the greatest cheerfulness pay to the 
Vizier the rents theicby established, in which case the Company will always 
attend to yonr welfare, and afford you tlieir care and protection, and m the 
agi cements aforementioned there shall never be any breach or deviation. 

A true Tianslation 

. ' WILLIAM REDEEARN, 

Pn. Tr 


From the King to the Governor, received tlie 9th September 1773 
We are informed by our loyal servant, Munneer-ul-DowIa, that you, the 
strength of our empire, have sent your own aumiis into the districts of 
Allahabad and Corah. My chosen servant ? It is now two years since we have 
received any money from Bengal, Allahabad, or Corah, and our distress for 
money is in the greatest degree The English Chiefs are bound, by a treaty of 
allegiance to our sacred person, to pay our tribute from Bengal, and at what 
place soever we may reside, to let Corah and Allahabad remain in the hands of 
our own servants. From this treaty we are assured thera will be no deviation 
Considering the loyalty and rectitude of you our loyal servant, we have full 
confidence that you will remit to our presence the balance of our tribute from 
Bengal, and continue the monthly payments in fut,.re, and that you w'lll 
deliver up Corah and Allahabad into the bands of Muimeer-ul-Dowla, and at 
the same time enforce payment of our revenue from thence regularly month 
by month. Do you, our loyal servant, m concert with our brother as dear as 
life, the Vizier of the empire, come to our royal presence Should it happen 
that you cannot yourself come, *Iet General Barker be sent, and after their 
i^val we shaR assent to whatever they may propose. We had intentions of 
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sending to you our noble kinsman, Mujad-ul-Dowla, to communicate to you 
our commauds, and to reconcile you to our royal person, of which we informed 
you in a former shukla Afterwards this counsel occurred to our enlightened 
mind, that if we were informed that you had intentions of settling the affairs 
of our empire, we would then send our noble kinsman to you; that after 
learning from him our royal commands, you might despatch the General with 
the Vizier to our presence, and we could then be assured that when we had 
two such supports with us, the Vizier and the General, your emulation would 
not suffer you to permit the usurpers and disturbers of the peace of our 
empire, such as the Jauts and the ilohillas, to hold possessions so near our 
capital As for the rest, know that our royal favour attends you ? Remit our 
tribute from Bengal, and give up Corah and Allahabad, which will give the 
utmost satisfaction to our sacred person 

Poatscripl tn the King's own hand —Do you our loyal servants come with 
cheerfulness to our presence After settling affairs here we shall give our 
loyal assent to whatever you may represent. 


A true translation. 
WILLIAM REDEEARN. 
Pn. Tr. 


From tlio Governor to His Majesty Sliah Allam, written the ISth Septembei 1778. 

I have had the honour to receive your Majesty’s commands by the hands 
of Mahomed Jacoob Cawn, which I have thoroughly uhderstood. 

Long before my arrival at Benares I repeatedly addressed your Majesty 
with a request that some peison of confidence, and empowered to treat upon 
your Majesty’s affaiis, might be appointed to meet me at that place, and I was 
happy when you intimated to me yoUr pleasure that Mujid-ul-Dowla was 
deputed for this business, because I had no doubt that with the assistance of 
so capable a person everything would be adjusted to your Majesty’s satisfac¬ 
tion, as 1 represented in the addresses which I sent on this subject But upon 
my arrival at Benares I understood that the orders for his defiarture were 
repealed, and that your Majesty’s attention was engaged in other affairs In 
this case I was remediless The Vizier having afforded me a meeting at the 
abovementioned place, after many conferences I judged it most expedient, for 
the security of the peace and tranquility of these parts, and even for the 
benefit of your Majesty’s affairs, that the Chuklahs of Corah and Allahabad 
should be restored to his possession, and I have accordingly assigned them to 
him I think it incumbent upon me to explam t6 your Majesty fully my motives 
tor this transaction While the union between } ourself and the Company 
subsisted, your Majesty is witness, and all the world have seen, that postponing 
the consideration of every other concern, the wealth and forces of the English 
Company were continually employed in promoting your prosperity and in the 
cure of your safety. The same desire and attachment shall prevail, but the ne¬ 
cessity of the times requires other measures and other counsel. When your 
Majesty separated yourself fiom the English and the Vizier, and gave your 
preference to, and conferred your royal favours on others, whose views have 
ever been hostile to your former friends and allies, whatever power your 
Majesty possessed instantly became theirs, and presuming upon it, they 
opposed their forces to the Vizier and the forces of the English Company; 
and even proceeded to acts of violence against both, which we forbore to 
repel from respect to your person, which authorized their proceedings What 
return of loyalty and services your Majesty received for the ^ace which you 
thus bestowed upon them your Majesty best knows In addition to your other 
bounties you were pleased to grant them sunnuds for the districts of Corah 
and Currah, which, in effect, would have also given them the command of 
Allahabad By whatever means the sunnuds were obtained it is evident 
that your Majesty either wanted TOwer td retain these districts, or that 
you abandoned them of. your own free will to strangers, whose designs and 
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interests were ever contrary to the designs and interests of the Company. As 
these districts were originally assigned by the Company for the purpose of 
paying your expenses, when they ceased to he your property, by the universal 
principles of justice, they rcveited to the Company, from whom you first 
received them, and I accordingly caused possession to be taken of them in the 
name of the Company, both tor the security of their rights and to prevent an 
enemy from usurping them. And I have given them to the Vizier for these 
reasons first, because as his interests and the Company’s were the same, and 
this country lay contiguous to his, the defence of it would be more easy and 
our mutual alliance become stronger by this addition to his dominions; 
secondly because the Visaer being your first servant and the only represen¬ 
tative of your person, it would enable him hereafter more effectually to serve 
your Majesty and to letrieve your affairs It was certainly my intention to 
have put these districts again into your hands, and it was with this view that 
I so lepeatedly entreated your Majesty to send a person of your confidence to 
settle with me the means ot effecting this and the other airangements depend¬ 
ant on the Company. But as no one came, and being informed that nobody 
would come, and I knew that without some well-conccrted plan of defence, to 
restore them to your hUnds would in effect be to give them up to the Mabrattas 
and prove a certain means of arming their bands against bis, I was therefoie 
eompclled to change my fiist design, and act as the necessity of the season 
advised. 

Upon the affairs of Bengal I have before m my letters represented the 
distressed condition of the people and the poverty of the country, which are 
solely owing to the heavy drafts which have been made of its current specie 
tor your Majesty’s remittances. As it is the will of God, and agreeable to the 
commands of the English Company, my masters, that I am entrusted with the 
caie and protection of the people of these provinces, and as their condition, 
which is at this time on the edge of misery, would be ruined past remedy by 
draining the country of the little wealth which remains in it, I must plainly 
declare that until the safety and welfare of these provinces will admit of it, 
I cannot consent that a single rupee be sent out of them which it is in my 
power to detain This declaration I make from the integrity of my heart and 
a real attachment to your Majesty, which will not suffer me to deceive you by 
doubtful promises, while I am certain that they can have hut one effect. For 
the rest, I pray to the Almighty for a more favourable season, to enable me to 
shew my zeal for your Majesty's service, and shall continually communicate 
with the Vizier on the means of exerting our endeavours in conjunction for 
this puipose which, God willing, may be speedily and happily accomplished 


A true translation 
WILLIAM REDEEARN, 


Translation of the Agreement given by Hafez Rahmut Cawn to the Vizier 
As the Vizier of the Empire the Nabob Sujah-ul-Dowla will put tlie 
Rohilla Sirdars m full possession of their country, it is at his own option to 
effect it either by peace or war Should the Mahrattas at this time, without 
coming to an engagement or peace being established, cross the river and retreat 
owing to the rainy and after season, and after that is elapsed commit disturban¬ 
ces in the country of the Rohillas, the quelling of these disturbances shall 
belong to the Vizier. The Bohilla Sirdais after the aforesaid business do agree 
to pay the sum of 40 lacs of rupees on the following terms, viz As the 
Mahrattas are now committing disorders m the country of the Rohillas, the 
Vizier shall march from Shahabad td such place as may be thought proper 10 
arrive at in order that the Rohilla dependants may como out of the jungles and 
arrive at their own liomes The sum of ten lacs of rupees shall then be paid 
in ready money in part of the stipulation, and 30 lacs of rupees shall ba 
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discharged in 3 years beginning from the Pusselly year 1180. This agreement 
13 sealed m the presence of General Sir Robert Barker. 

F»om Hafiz Rahinut Cawn, Chief of the Rohillaa, to the Governor. 

After the usual compliments, and expressing his desire of an interview, he 
proceeds The bonds ot friendship and affection, and the mutual mtei course 
which have long subsisted and taken root between me and the English Siidars 
may not be unknown to you. Having heard of your fame, I wish that a 
perfect harmony and concord should be established and confirmed between us; 
and I hope that you will have the same inclination on your part It is from 
these motives, as well as in consideration of there being no difference or dis- 
agieement between us, that I represent to you the following few circumstances 
that you may have them in your memory at the time of discussion. 

Last year, when His Majesty and the Mabratta Sirdars were at variance 
with the Nabob Zabitta Cawn, and when after confusion was thrown into tliat 
Nabob’s affairs. His Majesty and the Mahrattas crossed the Ganges to come into 
these parts, the Eohilla Sirdars, for the protection of their women, fled to tlie 
skirts of the jungles, at this time the Vizier of the Empire and General Barkei 
arrived at Sbahabad, and sent Captain Harper to me with a message to me to 
come and join them, which they persisted in with gieat porsoveiance As our 
interests were equal, I therefore went and had an interview with the gentlemen, 
when an agreement was concluded between us, in which I agieed to pay 40 lacs 
of rupees on account of peslleush to the King and the Mabratta Siidars, 
and the gentlemen on their part engaged to effect my secuuty, by establishing 
p-jace between me and the King and the Mabratta Sirdais, declaring that il 
they would in a day or two after that march from Shaliabad to fall upon and 
come to extremities with the Mahrattas, and to put an end to their operations 
Notwithstanding this, the gentlemen never came to any negociation with the 
Mahrattas so as to put an end to their operations, nor ventured to attack 
them, but finally returned towards Fyzabad, leaving their engagements unful¬ 
filled When the rainy season commenced, the Mahrattas of tiiemselves crossed 
the Ganges and encamped in the Hoab, threatening me still with hostilities 
During the rams I repeatedly called on the Nabob, the Geneial, and Captain 
Harper to conclude these affans with His Majesty and the Mahrattas, but they 
came to no determination on the subject, nor took any measur.es for effecting 
security. When the rainy season was drawing to an end, and the Mahrattas 
liad approached near the banks of the Ganges, they then demanded of me sums 
of money, which after much temporizing I was at last obliged to pay them 
Afterwards they W'ent to the presence, and procured a sunnud for Corah and 
Allahabad, with which they returned to the banks of the Ganges and made 
preparations of bridges f 01 crossing it, andjat the same time sent a person ol 
their confidence to demand payment of the money which had been stipulated, 
saying it belonged to them and the King, and also with many inducements 
requested that I would let them pass through my terntories, assuring me that 
they would commit no depredation or ravages on the rayats, and they would 
pass through with expedition towards the Soubah of Oude, or withersoevei 
tliey thought pioper They also engaged to remit me a large sum on account 
of tbe stipulation, and to do whatever was agreeable and would give satisfaction 
to the Eoliilla Sirdars At this juncture the Nabob and the General being 
arrived near, they sent to me Syed.Shaw Muddun and Mahomed Muknm 
Cawn, desinng that I would enter into no terms with the Mahrattas, and they 
would give me back my engagement for 40 lacs of rupees, and do everything 
both for my present and future security. Having therefore in view the long 
friendship which had subsisted between the Nabob Vizier, the English gentle¬ 
men and myself, I declined all offers made by the Mahrattas, and came over 
to them, in revenge for which it is well known that the Mahrattas re-crossed 
the Ganges and plundered Moradabad and Sumbul. The gentlemen promised 
that they would cross and cantdne on the other side of the Ganges dunng the rains, 
and would not icturn to Eyzahad or Calcutta until they had entirely driven 
away the’ Mahrattas, and tully satisfied themselves both with respect to their 
own and my security. But at length they left everything unfinished, and after 
temporizing for a long time with tbe Mahrattas returned to their own homes. 
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leaving me srill a prey to the Mahrattas You are no doubt acquainted with all 
these proceedings. It is a point which requires justice and consideration. As 
a friendship has long been established between us, I doubt not but you will at 
all times and on all occasions wish to preserve it Other particulars the Major 
will inform you of. 


Tlie Vizier’ii Nnrrative of the Behaviom <tf the Roliilla'?. 

The case ot the Rohillas is as follows —That from the beginning to this 
time I have treated them with friendship and attention, and on their part I 
have met woth nothing but ill-tieatment, treachery, and a breach of faith Ac- 
coidingly when the Mahrattas marched with a large army dgainst Najib-ul- 
Dowla and the Roliilla Siidais and beseiged Najib-ul-Dowla uu Sukertaul, 
and Hafiz Rhamut, Doondee Cawn, and the rest at Jellabad, where they 
1 educed tliem to the greatest straits and difficulties!, if I had not assisted them, 
they would all have been ruined and deprive^l ot their women, country, and 
government But by the favour of God I affoi ded them at that time such 
assistance that the Mahrattas were put to flight, and took their route to the 
Deccan, and the terntoiy, property, and women of the Rohillas remained in 
security Again, the year before last, when the Mahrattas advanced their 
tioops against the Rohillas, Zabitta C.iwn icceived a total defeat, and 
Hafiz Ralimut and the otheis being unable to oppose them, took sheltei with 
tlieir women at the foot ot the hills, wheie, if I had made 10 days' delay, 
they would all have peiishcd by the bad water and unsalutary an By the 
favour ot the Almighty I went witli the English tioops to Shahabacl and 
stopped the approach of the Mahrattas, and sometimes using authority and 
menaces, and sometimes fucndly mediation and tcrnpoiizmg, according to the 
circumstances, I caused them to pass the Ganges, and releasing from confine¬ 
ment delivered to Zabitta Cawn the daughter ot Ally Mahomed Oawn, a prin¬ 
cipal Chief of the Rohillas, and nine ot the women and daughteis of Najib-ul- 
Dowla and the wife and son of Zabitta Cawn, together with 400 women the 
Mahrattas bad taken prisoners I also called to me Hafiz Rahmut Cawn and 
the otlieis who had taken protection under the lulls, and leplaced them on their 
former footing m the poss(‘Sbion of their country My tueud Geneial Baiker 
IS well acquamted with these circumstances, in whose presence they enteicd 
into an engagement for the payment of 40 lacks of rupees, and pledged their 
taith and religion for its performance In the sequel they did not remain 
stea^ly to this agreement, but in the height ot the rams, antecedent to every 
other peison, Zabitta Cawn first went and connected himself with the M.ihrat- 
t.is, and Hafiz Rahmut Cawn sent the holy Coran, which contains the religion 
ot the Mussalrnen, to the Mahiattas as a token ot his friendship He also gave 
them five lacks of rupees and established a friendship and good understanding 
with tlieiu. The whole woild are well acquainted that envoys from Hafiz Rah¬ 
mut weie with the Mahrattas, and tieated with them m the above manner 
Myselt, continuing firm and steady to my engagements, I pioceeded in concert 
with the English troops from Pyzabad to the assistance of the Rohillas and 
arrived by successive marches to Ramgaut. I previously acquainted Hafiz 
Rahmut Oawn that he should make pieparation, and that I should shortly 
arrive and act in conjunction with him As Hafiz Rahmut Cawn had entered 
into intrigues with the Mahiattas notwithstanding I was near him, and the 
Mahrattas at a considerable distance, he nevertheless under various preten¬ 
sions and evasions drew near the Mahiatta army to such a degree that the 
morning when I arrived with the English forces, and came upon the Mahrattas, 
Hafiz Rahmut Oawn was within 7 or 8 eoss of them, when from necessity 
only he came and waited on me I am ccitain that if I had been 4 gurries 
later with the English forces, bo would have joined the Mahrattas and fallen 
upon me; and that only from my near approach he was compelled to come to 
me. Afterwards when the Mahrattas could not face the English forces and 
myself, and set out for the Deccan, Hafiz Rahmut Cawn did not pay me a 
single daam on account of tjie agreement executed in presence of the General 
as aforementioned nor did he treat me with that respect, or present me with 
the customary presents, which are used amongst mankind as marks of friend- 
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sliip and hospitality The heavy burthen of increased expense which, I have 
sustained, both on account of my own troops and those of the English, are as 
evident as the sun at noon-day I made no use of menaces concerning taking 
the money by force, otherwise, had I been so inclined, I could have taken it m 
the space of a day. I passed the matter over and took no notice of it, and 
they on their part pleaded excuses, evasions, and delays. They even encamped 
at 3 or 4 coss distance from mine and the English army, with an intention to 
come to a battle should I insist on the payment of the money Of the truth of 
this every gentleman that was witli me can witness My mentioning it is un¬ 
necessary. In short, the Rohillas have been guilty of treachery, baseness, and 
a breach o^ faith, and have paid no regard either to their oaths or agreements 
I have notwitlistanding hitherto put up with this behaviour, but can do it no 
longer To oblige them to make reparation is expedient and just. 


A true translation 
WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
Pn. Tr 
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The.Nabob Sujah-uUDotola tn account with the Son^ble United 

De. 


To two battalions for August, September, and October 1772 80,000 0 0 

To preparations and Colonel Goddard’s detacliment, cuirent 
rupees . . 31,021 13 10 

Deduct batta at 11 per cent. . 3,074 4 1 

- 27,947 9 9 

To extra expenses from 1st December 1772 to 31st August 

1773,9 months, at fil,15,000 per month . . . 10,36,000 0 0 

To extra expenses for September and half the month of 
October souats . . . . ^ . . 1,71,300 0 0 


Sonals 12,63,44/ 9 9 
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Company of MenhauU of England trading to the East Indies. 


Cr 


Apl lOlh 


Apl 


By cash paid Lucknow and Alla- 
baluci Biccas . , 43 250 ^ q 

Deduct battaatSi pel cent . 1,513 10 q 


Zecaaly rupees . 

‘ Deduct 44 

Benares sounts 

By casli paid Owde rup“e8 
Deduct 3^ 

Zecaaly rupees . 

I>educt 

By cn«h paid Benares sonats 
Zecaaly lupecs 

Deduct 4i 

Owde rupees . 

Deduct 3i 

By cash paid Coiah sanats 
Deduct 


Cor<ih siceas 


Deduct 5i 


May 1 1th By cash paid Coiah siecas 
Deduct 5j 

Coiah sonats 

Deduct 3J 


By cash paid Owde rupees 
Deduct li 

Bennies sonats 
Ztcaaly rupees . 

Deduct 


By cash paid Benares son its 
Owde rupees . 

Deduct 3i 

Feriathabad nieces , 
Deduct 

Zecaaly lupees 

Deduot 4i 


July i^th 
A*uir tU 


- - 41,736 4 0 

Benares sonats ' 


13,750 0 0 

1-2 0 


13,131 4 0 
43,000 0 0 


99,000 0 0 
3,465 0 0 

1^000 0 0 
45 0 0 


95,535 0 0 


955 0 0 


39,350 0 0 
1,770 12 0 

48,000 0 0 

1,6S0 0 0 


12,650 0 0 


37,579 4 0 


■1.6,320 0 0 


8I..900 0 0 

1,221 8 0 

58,371 4 0 
3,210 6 0 


- 83,678 8 0 


55,160 14 0 


97,867 8 0 


96,490 0 0 


96,549 4 0 


53,920 8 0 
2,965 JO 0 


76,070 8 0 
2,662 12 6 


50,945 1 4 0 


8,000 0 0 

2S0 0 0 


18,000 0 0 

810 0 0 


7,720 0 0 

21,000 0 0 


17,190 0 0 
5,000 0 0 


60,400 0 0 

2,111 0 0 

„ 58,286 0 0 

600 0 0 
21 0 0 

- 679 0 0 

84,000 0 0 
1,530 0 0 

--- 32,170 0 0 


By cash paid Owde rupees 
Deduct 3i 

13y cash paid 

By balance due fiom Kabub Su- 
)ah-ul-Dowla*- 

To be paid to Mr Lambert at 
Fy^abad 

To be paid from the balance of 
the king’s tuncaw on Mooish;- 
dalyid • • 


60,000 0 0 
1,750 0 0 


1,2'1,S.4 13 3 

8,28,000 0 0 
Sonats 


1,24,371 10 0 


48,250 0 I) 

],15,U00 0 0 

8,l2,61g 12 6 


4,52,834 13 3 
ll 2,65,417 9 9 
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Extract of a letter from the Gpvernor to tho Nabob Sujnb-ul.Dowla 

Mahomed Ehch Cawn has reputedly and fully ex’plained to mq your 
Excellency’s commands, upon the subject of the accounts of Captain Harpbr’s 
battalion. The state of this matter is as follows.—I am informed by the 
General that, at your requisition, the brigade, of which the General had then the 
command, was sent to Allahabad. It there contmued at your own request 
about three yefirs*, that it was agreed between the hmg, yourself, and General 
Smith that for the batta of this force fi30,000 should be paid monthly, vtz , 
1116,000 by the king and ^16,000 by yourself; that your share of this pay¬ 
ment never was paid but was always understood to have been balanced by the 
advances made by you on account of the 19th Battalion, of which about R5,000 
monthly were due from you for batta and extra expenses, and E10,000 were 
advanced by you on account of their pay, by which means it was always con¬ 
sidered the account was settled. 

I also find it mentioned in some Authentic papers, which have accidentally 
fallen into my hands, that the brigade aforementioned was called to Allahabad 
and continued there at your own express lequisition, and the Company have 
been so informed m many letters from the administration of Bengal of the 
truth of this I am myself entirely unacquainted I know not the dates of the 
arrival or return of the brigade which went to Allahabad, nor of the appointment 
or continuance of the 19th Battalion, with your person, nor have I one paper or 
account which can show me what sums have been received and are due on either 
of these accounts. The persona who were privy to these transactions (on whicli a 
knowledge of these accounts depends), are cither m England oi in Calcutta How 
therefore can I possibly attempt to settle this account here without a single 
voucher to assist me ? Reflect also that this is a business of 7 } eais’ standing, 
and that since the commencement of it, Mr. Cartier and other gentlemen 
appointed by the Government of Calcutta have liad a meeting witli your Excel¬ 
lency for the purpose of settling all matters between you dnd the Company If 
this account was not settled with thorn nor with the pther English Chiefs, wlio 
had the immediate cognizance of it, in what manner and by iihat means am I 
to settle it, who never heard of such an account nor expected such a demand to 
be made upon me, till my arrival here 1 I therefoio sent you word that upon 
my return to Calcutta I would carefully examine the Paymaster’s books, and 
make such enquiries as might be propei fiom the peisons wdio had any know¬ 
ledge of them, and of your agreements with the English Company concerning 
them, and if it should appear that anytlnng w'as pistly due to your Excellency, 
it should bo faithfully and most certainly paid you 


. From the Nabob Sujah-ul-Dowla, received 4tli September '1773 

I consider you as my true friend, and shall write you the plain truth with 
respect to the account of Captain Harper’s battalion, on which I troubled you 
The fact is this The pleasure with which I lieard of your coming into these 
parts IS not to be expressed, and since I have met you, the knowdedge, wisdom, 
and understanding with winch I have observed you aie endued. Your address 
and the regard which you have shewn both for the preservation of your friend¬ 
ship and public faith have all given me the utmost degree of satisfaction. I 
therefore resolved at home that several matters which had been put off for 
years should be settled now. Of former affairs you already know that while 
the Nabob Sabut Jung (Lord Clive) remained m the country our ftegociations 
were settled in the best manner, but from the gentlemen who came after him 
I never got an answer to my letters in loss than four months. then what could 
become of other affairs ? Ever since Lord Clive’s time I have had a battalion 
stationed with me, and whatever was the batta settled for it, Lord Olive, on the 
consideration that it was to6 great a distance from Calcutta 'to send money for 
the payment, of it, settled that the whole of its pay should be advanced by me, 
and that whatever sums I might advance on that cwioount, over and above the 
batta, should‘be repaid me. Accordingly this mode took place At tliat time 
Persend Roy, my vakeel, was in Calcutta, tind upon his coming away the sur¬ 
plus money which I had advanced on account of the payment of the battalion 
was paid to him, with wlyoh he purchased several' articles, and was bringing 
b6 
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them up to me when tliey were stopped at Patna. Afterwards a fii-e happened 
at Patna, in which the whole of these goods were burnt, as a recompense for 
which 300 and odd English fiielocks were given me at tho tune of my going to 
Allahabad. This transaction may have come to your knowledge. General 
Barker is well sxcquainted with it. With respect to the batta of the bngade 
which was quartei-ed at Allahabad^ and which you say was called there by my 
desire, the case is this When Cossim* Cawn joined himself with the Rohillas, 
and was going to set distuibances on foot, I sent for the English troops, m 
about 10 days after whose arrival at Allahabad the disturbances were concluded; 
and the enemy seeing that I and the English Chiefs acted in concert, and that 
the English troops were at Allahabad, dispersed, and in about 10 days or a 
month after the ai rival of those troops at Allahabad I dismissed them. That 
friendship which subsisted between me and Gcneial Smith is known to all the 
world ? You must also be well acquainted that at length I carried on a corre¬ 
spondence to Calcutta, and had some controversy with the gentlemen respecting 
the troops that I kept m my service Although no number of tioops was 
mentioned in tlie treaty, nor was it any infringement of the treaty, yet purely 
out of legard to the friendship and satisfaction of the English gentlemen, I 
made no use of this argument, but dismissed my troops after the conclusion of 
the distuibances with Cossim Cawn. I know nothing of the English troops 
being sent foi If they were sent for. General Smith did it of his own accord. 
There was never any agreement between General Smith and me regarding the 
R30,000 on account of batta for the biigade at Allahabad, nor do I know any¬ 
thing of it General Smith had at that time gone to Souragepore, and had a 
congicss with Hafiz Ralunut Cawn, and upon hearing of some disturbances of 
the Mabrattas in the districts ot Bundelcund he required my assistance. Upon 
which I sent Benoy Persaud with my troops to him. You write, “ tnat of the 
E30,000 half was to be paid by nie and half by the king." If tho king sent 
for those troops, why should I pay half? or if I sent for them, why should the 
kmg pay half ? Besides this, tho troops were stationed at Allahabad, which is 
at the distance of 7 days* march, and m Such case what use could they be of to 
me. Respecting tho disturbances of the Abdallah, if there was any disturbance, 
it must have been at Lahore, and I am entirely unacquainted with it, nor could 
those troops be required upon that occasion. You are just and wise If I had 
sent for those troops, there must be some letter or voucher for it, or it must he 
mentioned m your records, and let them be produced. This I have written 
out of pure friendship and from a consideration that you are just. 



Whereas the duties of the Syers dependant on me have been fixed and dwreed in the presence of the Governor at the following rates, which ate- to be take 
and Hindostani merchants Without distinction, for this cause I give in writing that 1 will demand no more, nor will consent to an exemption in fa 
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Uepresetttation of Niuljif Cawn as deliveicd by bis Vackeel ' 

When Major Mimro was encamped at Benaies theie were great disturhan- 
qes in the districts of Corah and Allahabad, and I was in Bundelound ; the 
Major sent me a letter of invitation through Raja JfCyaulyram together with 
a bill for 30,000 rupees and gave me hopes of Shuja-ul-Dowla’s cpuntry. In 
the letter he desired me to join the English by the way of Corah, and immedi¬ 
ately upon my arrival to establish my own authority there and dnve out 
Shuja-ul-Dowla’s people, because he said the Chuckla of Coiah and Subadarry 
of Allahabad were settled upon me. Upon the receipt of this letter I marched 
to Corah with 7 or 8,000 horse and drove away Shuja-ul-Dowla’s people, and 
I was active in assisting Colonel Fletcher and General Carnac at the siege of the 
fort of Allahabad and in the war with theMahiattas These circurnstaiices aie 
well known to many English gentlemen. When the Vizier suirendered liimself 
to the English, they gave up to him the Soubalrof Onde, and Corah and Allaha¬ 
bad were made over to the King The King told Lord Clive that he should not 
get a single daam by the acquisition of Corah and Allahabad, for that I 
should expend the .whole revenue for the payment of my troops. Lord 
Chve ordered that I should receive two lacks of lupees per annum out of the 
revenues of Bengal for my support, and told me that for my pay and the pay 
ot my troops I should receive tiom the King whatever he might appoint, that 
if my mclmation to serve the King should not continue I might live wheie I 
pleased, and there should be no failure m the jiayment of these tw'O lacks. Only 
' I must not join with any person who was an enemy of the King, the English, 
or the Vizier accordingly this is inserted m the treaty. I am now in the King’s 
service, whom I attend agreeably to the permission of General Barker, and 
have been guilty of no infringement of ray agreement, and I am, now also 
ready to obey your commands. As the English gentlemen never act con¬ 
trary to their engagements, I flatter myself you will paj my allowance as usual, 
together with the arrears. I am ever ready to act agreeably to your dirQctions 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 7th October 1773. 

Thursday. At a CoNstTLTATioN, present 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President, 

General Sir Robert Barker, being arrived at the Presidency, takes his seat 
at the Board. 


William Aldbrsey, Esq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

Henry GoohwiN, Esq, 

John Graham, Esq. 

Geo. Vanshtart, Esq. 

Bead and approved tbe consultation of the 4th instant. 


Received the following letter from ihe President And Council at Fort St. George, 

Fort St. George. Tsnjore, Tq the Hon’blib WARnEM HASTINGS, President and Governor, 
‘ ' &c., Council of Fort William. 


Hon'blb Sir and Sirs,— -We have the pleasure to acquaint your Honor, 
&c., that the capital of Tanjore was taken by storm, the 17th at noon, with a 
very inconsiderable loss. 

The enclosed packet to the Hon’ble Court of Directors contains tli6 
accounts of this event, which we request your Honor, &c, will forward by 
the very first despatch for Europe. • 

By advices received froiii Poonah, dated the 5th instant,* we are informed 
that Narrain Row was assassinated *by a Commandant of sepoys, and that hts 
uncle Ragonaut Row was thereupon set at liberty and will, we understand, be 
appointed his successor. 


• On the 30th of Angnst 1773 the yoang Peehwa Nwtfyan» ^ow wm tnntdered mrder 
hTve been planned by Anand& Ba!, tL Wife of bw uncle ^gobn. When aisaepne attacked bun 
his uncle’s apartment and implored him to save him This his uncle attempted in vain to da 


teems to 
be tan to 
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As the Mansfield is not ye*t arrived, and we are appreheiisive it may not be 
in cmr power to despatch her for Enrope, should she not arrive in the course of 
this month, we must again request your Honor, &o., will order the Mercury 
to call here for our despatches to the Hon’ble Court. 

We are, &o., &c.. 


Fort St. George ; (Sd.) ALEXANDER WYNOH, &c , Council. 

The 20th September 1773. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 12th October 1773. 

Tuesday. At a Cgnsultation, present 

The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President. 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Geo. Vansittart,* Esq. 

Brigadier .General Sir Robert Barker, Absent 

Read the consattation of the 7th instant. 

Tlie President desires to enter the following rainuto in reply to those lecorded by the General 
in the last Proceedings 

The Governor’s reply to the ’ Remarks ou the GeueraPs dissent to the President’s 
Geneiai’s dissent moasures at Bcuares 

Tlie objections made by the General to the article of the treaty with 
respect to the cession of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier are these — 

Ut —That they are repugnant to the treaty of Allahabad. 

That the conditions of the cession were much below its worth, aud 
what might have been obtained for them. 

5rd.—That an exchange might have been obtained for them of the lands 
of Chunar and that part of the.zemmdary of Gauzipore which 
lies on the south side of the Ganges. 

4th .—That it has contributed to the Vizier’s purpose of accumulating as 
much power, Wealth, and country as herpossibly can, and rendering 
himself a still more formidable and dangerous neighbour than he 
has hitherto been. 

5th .—That besides an advance of a sum of money, a continuation of 
half the revenues arising from those Provinces should have been 
obtained for the Company for a number of years. « 

6th .—^Tbat equal advantages might have been obtained from the King for 
his reinstatement in those Provinces, mz , the renunciation of 
, his stipend of 26 Jacks per annum,, and sunnuds or grants for the 
Boubahs of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa to the CompaUy for ever. 
lat ,—^The 4th article of the treaty of Allahabad runs m these words — 
‘*The King Shah AUum shall remaim in full possession of Corah and such 

S art of the Province of Allahabad as he now possesses, which are ceded to his 
[ajesty as a royal demesne for the Support of his dignity and expenses ” 

The General affirms that "in conseqyence and by virtue of this cession, 
the Company were to hold the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Onssg in per¬ 
petuity," No auoh declaration is made in the above or in any subsequent 
treaty, nor is the cession of Corah and Allahabad either mention^ or alluded 
to m any otl\er. Although no conclusion is draVen from this affirmation, I have 
thought it of consequence to remove it, hecauso it seemed to imply that the 
|)Ossession of Corah and AUsdiabad and that of the Dewanny of Bei^l, &c., 
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stood upon the same, tenure, and that if the former were left to the King, the 
right of the Company to the latter ceased with it. 

The true estate of the case as 1 cQnceive it is this. 

The Government bestowed the districts of Corah and Allahabad upon the ‘ 
King Shah Alltim of its own free will “for the support of his dignity and eX- 
penses.” He first abandoned, and afterwards by a solemn grant he gave them 
away to the Maharattas We disapproved of the grant, because it frustrated 
the purpose for which these lands were bestow^ed on the King, and because we 
saw danger in admitting so powerful a neighbour on the borders of our ally. 
It was therefore resolved to resume the possession of those lands, not from the 
King, whose*property and right were annulled by his own alienation of them, 
but from the Maharattas, their new proprietors 

If it was repugnant to the treaty “ to possess ourselves of the Provinces 
of Corah and Allahabad, and to cede them to the Vizier, because the king liad 
an undoubted light of doing what' be judged proper with those Piovinces, 
without reference to the English,” it was also repugnant to tlie treaty to 
oppose the Maharattas, to whom he had assigned them, and to prevent them 
from taking possession according to the intention of his grant Yet this 
measure was lesolvcd on, after having been very maturely debated both in the 
Select Committee and at the Board, with the presence, concuirence, and advice 
of the General in both. What was the opinion of the Board at that time on 
the suhiect will best appear from the following extract of the consultation of 
the 1st Eebruary, at which the General w’as piosent ? 

“ Th^ Board are entirely of opinion, with the Select Committee, that they 
havQ the lustest grounds to contest this point with the Mahaiattas. The Pro¬ 
vince of Corah was a grant of tlio Cofupany to the iCing, and declared to liave 
been made for the support of his dignity and expenses By its bmng made an 
article of their treaty with the Vizier, they must be consideied as tlie guarantees 
of it. The present transfer is unquestionably an act of violence, and, as such, 
can he repelled by none with so good a plea of right as by those from whom 
it was originally held were it even a voluntary cession, the equity of it might 
wqU admit of a dispute, and the Company might justly reclaim the possession 
of it, both because tlio conditions of their original grant to the King were 
defeated by his assigning it to another power, and tlueir interests are likely to 
he endangered by it 

Resolved that measures be immediately taken for the defence of the 
Province of Corah and Cuxrah against the Maharattas , that the Piesident be 
desired to communicate this our intention to the Vizier, that Colonel Champion 
he directed to consult with him on the proper means of effecting it, and if ad¬ 
visable, to cross the river at Allahabad, either with the whole or such a part of 
the brigade as he shall judge advisable for this service, &c. 

2nd —Mr Lawrell has given his opinion, founded on the testimony of the 
most authentic records, that the nett revenue of the Provinces of Corah and 
Allahabad, after deducting all charges, may'amount to 22,09,416 rupees “if 
the country remains in peace and is affected with no unusual calamity ” This 
is a condition in w^hich we have no right to expect them to continue long, and 
in war, or even on the threatening of a war, it may be questioned whether the 
collections would be sufl&cient to defray the charge of the forces which would 
be required at once to guard the country against an enemy, and to curb the 
mutinous spirit 6f the people I beg leave to quote an expression which I have 
heard attributed to Nudjif Oawn, and wlucli strongly marks the troublesome 
and precanous tenure of the^e districts,—“ that the ryots never pay their rents 
but with the dagger held to their throats ” In effect we find that on the bare 
expectation of an invasion of the Maharattas ^he last year, notwithstanding 
their distance, and the speedy approach of our forces, the zemindars and farm¬ 
ers had withheld their rents, and some of the Eajas had actually risen up lu 
rebellion, which circumstjinces are mentioned by Mr Lawrell to have rendered 
the state of the collections so precarious that he was glad to accept of an 
agreement from Munneer O’Dowla to* rent the whole country for the nett 
sum of 36 lacks. 

Tq the refractory spirit of the people let it be added that the nearest 
point of Allahabad lies at the distance of 180 miles measured in a straight line 
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from our ca,utonmenls at Diuapore. Tlie length 6f Corah'and Allahabad with 
the same measure is 160 miles, and their breadth, which is in every part nearly 
the same, but 20 That they are annujilly exposed to the attacks of the 
MahamttM, who have an.ancient claim to the possession of Corah, which they 
are not likely to forego, and then let a calculation be formed of the Jirobable 
amount which these lands would yield to us on a medium of ten years, with the 
probable amount of their expenses. 

Upon the whole, whatever maybe the General’s opinion, I am convinced 
that the terms which I obtained from, the Viziec were fully adequate to the 
real worth of the lands, all circumstances considered. I will not pretend to say 
whether more might or might not have been extorted from him. • It was not 
without much pains and persuasion that I brought him to these terms. 
Besides, I beg it may bo remembered that the Vizier was aS well acquainted 
with the obvious difficulties which ^ould have attended our retaining possession 
of this territory on behalf of the Company as I was with his motives for wish¬ 
ing to acquiie it. 

3rd ,—I cannot avoid complaining of a wanjt of candor in the assertion that 
had I persevered in the demand of the Gauzipore lands, it is probable I* might 
have obtained an eqmvalenl m them for the exchange of Corah and Allahabad. 
The General may well remember that he himself mtormed me of the extreme 
reluctance which the Vizier had to yield up the smallest part of that country. 
But I will plainly declare that territory was not my aim. My attention was 
wholly fixed on the means of relieving the distresses of the Company by an 
acquisition of ready money rather than of embarrassing them by an extension 
of possession which, in the case supposed by the General, would not have been 
an equivalent, since the Whole zemindary pays to the Vizier no more than 
22^ lacks under qur guarantee, and that part of it which the General refers 
to composes but about onc-tlurd of it, from which we could m justice claim 
no more than the proportional rent, that is seven or eight lacks. 

4th .—I have already declared my opinion—with my reason for it—that the 
acquisition of Corah and Allahabad wrU increase the Vizier’s dependency on the 
Company I have often heard of the treacberojis designs of the Vizier, and the 
danger of allowing him to possess either w'ealth or power, but I never heard 
this opinion well supported. On the contrary, I conceive that he would, be a 
much more useful ally, if he liad a greater degree of both, but while the policy 
pievails of curbing him in every improvement, wo not only deprive ourselves 
of every benefit of bis alliance, and make him a burthen to us, but we alienate 
his affections, and teach him to abhor the hand which is held out to oppress, 
instead of relieving him. The additional revenue and security which the Vizier 
would have acquired by the reduction of the Rohillas had, I own, a consider¬ 
able shate m the reasons which induced me to consent to that proposition, 
although the stipulations which were proposed for the Company were un¬ 
doubtedly the first consideration. I presume that the General himself, when he 
first communicated the proposal, was aware that the reduction of the Rohillas 
would ligve been an accumulation of wealth, power, and country to the Vizier, 
and a far more important one than the possession of Corah and Allahabad 

In the above sentiments respecting the treatment of the'Vizier, I am sup¬ 
ported by the opinion of the Ilon’ble Court of Directors, which is strongly 
implied in many of their commands, and pointedly expressed in the follpwing 
paragraph of their letter of 30th June 1769, which, though alluding to a 
different subject, evidently marks both their opinion and that of the General 
at another period of the little danger which we have to apprehend from the 
power of the Vizier. 

“The number of Sujah Dowla’s forces,not being limited by any treaty, 
your demand upon that subject can only be justified Upon the prmciples of 
self-defence, where considerations of justice must sometimes give place to 
necessity; but we do not see in the present instahce .any such danger impend¬ 
ing. Colonel Barker in bis letter of the 23rd March 1768 gives an opmion 
that a single Brigade would be an over match for all Sujah llowia’s army 
This opinion stands uncontroverted, and indeed it is founded Upon the uniform 
experience of our former success. We do not therefore see the necessity of 
coming to a resolution so very disgusting and humiliating without-some overt 
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act committed on his part, manifestly showing his hostile intentions against 
us whenever that happened you were able enough to reduce him, and we could 
not liave been charged with being the aggiessors Whereas, if a war should 
break out m consequence of this, and other aggravating circumstances attend¬ 
ing the deputation, the breach ot fiiendship will be imputed to the Company ” 
This being a mere speculative opinion unsupported by reasons, I shall 
decline answering it, observing only that a stipulation foi the continued pay¬ 
ment of one-half of the revenue (if the Vizier had agreed to it, winch I am 
morally certain he would not) would have made it necessary to join our own 
ofldceis with the Vizier’s in the management of the collections, and besides 
continual contests would have entailed upon us all the bad consequences, but 
in a greater degree, of an unconnected possession 

6th —The renunciation of the tribute, wdiich we cannot pay, and the gmnt 
of the snnnuds for Bengal, which we do not want, cannot in propriety be termed 
equal advantages with a positive payment of 50 lacks m money, and the Vizier’s 
engagement to bear the whole expense of our tioops hen they shall be em¬ 
ployed by him. Besides, I know not by what right the King could give, or the 
Company take, from the Nawab the little sluie which he possesses of the 
soubahship, and which ho holds by tieaty But the Gencial adds, timt“itis 
now moie than probable we shall soon see those sunnuds in the hands of other 
nations ”—and what will they avail them ^ It was not the wantot the sunnuds 
of Shall Allura which defeated the ’ong-concorted projects of the Due 
de Choiseul, nor will the possession ot them quicken the designs of the Maha- 
rattas against us The sword which gave us the donunion ot Bengal must be 
the instrument of its pieseivation, and if (whuli God foihul) it shall evei cease 
to be ours, the next proprietor will deiive his right and possession Gom the 
same natural Chaitor 

Opinions of what might have been done alnays have an advantage m the 
compaiison witn what has been done any conjeetuies maybe hazarded ot the 
probable consequences ot the foimci, no events can refute them The latter 
are fixed to certain and unavoidable proofs I feel the foice of this inequality 
in the present argument with the General I can only oppose my own opi¬ 
nions to his eonjectuies, which cannot overthrow them The measures which 
I have adopted can at this time admit of no amendment, or variation, nor can 
any reasoning avert the cftects which must follow tliem, although it will 
always be easy to infei every disappointment and every ill-consequence as 
the necessary deductions horn them The remainder ot the Geneial’s letter 
consists m a charge whieli respects the Boaid moic immediately than myselt 
I shall beg leave, however, to reply to it lie complains that he was not in¬ 
cluded in the commission whicli tlie Board thought proper to intrust to my 
sole management, that he was never present at any ol the confeiences Iield 
between the Vizier and myself, excepting the last day, when everything had 
hcen cDUoluded, and that the natives o*" Hindustan, influenced by these 
appearances, must view his consequence im a lesser degree than any of his 
predecessors, whom they have been taught to look on with leveicuce and re¬ 
spect This latfei charge he atterwards repeats in teims which too stiongly 
imply that liis attendance at Benares was icquiied foi that pujpose only 

The charges are severe, but how far they arc merited may best appear 
from a plain state of my conduct on the points to wdiicli they refer 

Immediately on my aiiival at Benares I acquainted the Goneial very cir¬ 
cumstantially witli the subject and design of my commission I shewed him 
my instructions, which he read with attention, and to the best of my remem¬ 
brance expressed an approbation of every part, excepting that he mentioned a 
regret that some more notice had not been taken in it of himself. I expressed 
to him my wish to have the benefit of his assistance and that he might know 
with what degree of cordiality ho might in reason hesiow it, I very frankly- 
informed him, that as it appeared evident to me that the Vizier was hitherto 
very little acquainted with tlie regular powers of our constitution, and had 
placed no dependance on the Government itself, hut made all applications to 
the commander of the army, it was my intention to convince the ViZiCr that, 
in Ills concerns with tlie'Company, his immediate dependance was on the 
Governor alone, and to establish a diiect communication between him and 
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myself without any intervention at the same time I assured the General that I 
considered the second place as due to him, and that it should be my study to 
add as much as was in my power to his importance within that limitation. In 
other points my views were no other than such as were contained in the sub¬ 
stance of my instructions. 

I can truly declare that my whole subsequent conduct was consistent with 
this declaiation I can indeed offer hut one proof of it, to which the Geneial 
himseli will bear evidence, in the information which he received from the 
Vizier of ray desire, as I had before expressed it to him, that the General might 
bo prevailed on to take the command of tbe army, in case the projected expedi¬ 
tion against tbe Rolullas should take phice 

With respect to his not participating m the conferences with the Vizicr, a 
thousand obvious causes forbad it. The very purpose to which I have just 
alluded would have made the presence of the military commander a circum¬ 
stance equally of restraint and indelicacy. The commission which I had 
undertaken required speedy despatch, tlie very essence ot it was the power of 
instant decision Roth these purposes would have been frustrated by the 
General’s intervention The conveisation must have been broken by the inter- 
jirctation of every word that was said on both sides for the Gcnoial’s intoima- 
lion His opinion must have been consulted on evciy new point that arose 
out of the debate, and arguments discussed on both sides till we should concur 
in the same deteimination, while the Vizier was to sit patiently and wait the 
issue ot our discussions, or catch the difteicnce of our sentiments, and apply it, 
as he easily might, to lus own advantage Who too should he the inteipietei 
between us ? I could not, a fourth person therefore must have been admitted 
to the conference to act m that capacity. The other Members of the Board 
must of couise have been called in, or they would have had real cause to ho 
offended , and if the Nawah had thought it necessary to support his pai t of the 
negoeiation with an equal weight ot numbers, oiu business would have been 
determined by a diet instead of a conference, and most probably concluded 
with nothing decided, or by compulsion, instead of a free and amicable accommo¬ 
dation 

The instances quoted by the General were not applicable to the circum¬ 
stances of ray commission There might have been no impropriety in the junc¬ 
tion of General Carnac with Lord Clive They stood in a different predicament 
togcthci then views, their way of thinking, thou objects weio the same 
Eaeli equally stood in need ot an interpieter, nor did the case then subsist of 
a diffeicuce ot interest between the Government and the military authority 
General Smith was joined in the deputation of 1768 because his rank entitled 
him to it Their business was simple, to be effected by command, and not by 
persuasion, and might (I will presume to affirm) have been concluded full as 
well by the General alone as by the joint powers of a Committee In a word, 
the Board, in the two commissions above mentioned, thought proper to compose 
them of more than one person The Board chose to delegate the trust reposed 
m me to myself singly I have every reason to he convinced that the effect 
was answerable to their intention, and so well assured was I of the necessity of 
this motic before I accepted of the charge, that I would not have undertaken it 
on other conditions. 

It will he rocollooted that the various points referred to my management 
were none of them fixed to any specific terms, hut the undefined ideas and 
wishes of the Board, and the political principles*!^ the Court of directors, 
given me at large for my guidance The spirit of these last is strongly repug¬ 
nant to the imperious manner in which tbe Vizier has been too often treated 
by our Government, and enjoins a style of persuasion in the place of com¬ 
mand. Every circumstance of the negoeiation required that it should he 
managed by that familiar and confidential intercourse which can take place 
only between two persons unembarrassed by interruption, and unchecked by 
the reserve which always attends a conversation held between strangers and 
before many witnesses Fortunately, too, the habit which I had acquired of 
speaking the Hindustan language, though imperfect, yet aided oh the part of 
tlie Vizier by a very clean and easy elocution, and an uncommonly quick 
apprehension, greatly facilitated thw mode of communication, and not only 
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forwarded the conclusion of our debates, but, I am persuaded, left him muck 
better pleased with what had passed than if it had been conveyed to him 
through the doubtful channel of an interpreter. 

I will only add my regiet that the General should have suffered lus feel- 
mgs on this occasion to jimry him into expressions of too peisoiial resent¬ 
ment which X think his natural modeiation would have led him to avoid bad 
he allowed himself time for cool and deliberate itflection. 

WAEREN HASTINGS 


Secret Dept, Foit William, the 20th November 1773. 

ITiday evening At a Consultation, tbeslnt 

Tub IIon’hle Warren Hastings, Pre >, tdent . 

Diugadilr Genervl Sir Hoblrt Barrer, 

AYilliam Aldersey, Esq 
P M. Daores, Esq 
Jam I S Lawrell, Esq 
IliNRT Goodwin, Esq 
John Giuuvm, Esq 
Glo Vansittart, Esq. 

Tlie book of standing oidois upon the tilde 
Held and ippioved the coiiiull.tion of the 22nd instant 
The Pii’sident, m consequence ot a lefeie'ice from th-fecit ct Committee, liys befoio tli 
Boaid the Piocceding's of that Coiniuittee on the 19th and 22nd instant as follow > — 
hrtTach from the Sileet Committee Pioceediiige of the VHh Noranbet 1773 

The Pu'sident lays betoie the Committee the following mtelhgeuco which 
he has received from tlio nestwaid — 

“ On the 13th of the montli of Sawban, the Nawah Nu]iff Cawn Bahadur 
by the blessing of God and the King’s auspices was victouous, and Nawab Sing, 
the Jdut, was defeated and lied to the pait ol Dhyge Thousands of men wen 
killed and wounded on botli sides, and many of tlie tents and horses of Naw-ah 
Sing, the Jau^ wnth other valu.ible ellects, have fallen into the hands ol the 
loyal tloops The Nawab Nujilt Cawn Bahadur has obtained a ^cly gicat 
Victory ” 

The President lays before the Committee the following lotteis leccned 
fiom the Viziei — 

Erom tbl Nawar Suuja-ui-Dowla 

Received 23i d of October 1773 

By the papeis of intelligence I learn that Narrain Row Sirdar of the 
Deccan has been assassinated by the oidet of Rogonat Bow, who, I look upon 
it for ceitain, wall succeed him m the Government Copy of a pipei contain- 
ing tins intelligence I enclose for your peiusal I have now determined to 
take possession ot the country m the Duabe, wduch formeily belonged to the 
KohiUas and is now possessed by the IVlharattas For this puippso I slmll 
shoitly despatch my army thither, and shall also follow myselL Should I, there¬ 
fore, have occasion for the assistance of the Engli-h forces to cany on my 
operations in that country, I desire to know what is your pleasure,—whether 
you will let me have those forces when I shall call for them, or you will not 
If it be agreeable to you to supply me with them, it will be best and most 
proper, and signify the same to me, that I may immediately begin considering 
upon and forming my plan of operations. Let me have your answer fully and 
particulaily to this, that I may take my measures accordingly 

, A true translation 

WILLIAM llEDP^EAPtN, 

Ret 6 tan Translator 
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Feom thb Na.wab Shtua-ul-Dowla. 

^Received 18th November 1773 

I have before written you several letters, which you may have received. 
I have now learnt that HafLz Rhamut Cawn and other Sirdars have intentions 
of taking possession of Ettawah and the rest of the country belonging to the 
Maharattas I therefore write to inform you that if such is their intention, I 
will not put up with it, but shall undoubtedly undertake an expeditioh against 
them; for in the first place they have not made good a single daam of the 
40 lacks of rupees, according to their agreement, and in the next they are now 
going to take possession of another country. This I will never submit to, and 
am therefore determined to punish them During our interview at Benares we 
had some conversation on this subject, and it was then agreed on that I 
should pay to the Company the sum of 40 lacks of rupees after the expulsion 
of the Rohillas, and 2,10,000 rupees monthly on account of the English bri¬ 
gade during my operations in the Eohilla country, and that I should with the 
assistance of the English forces endeavour to punish and exterminate the 
Rohillas out of their country. If, therefore, these terms are agreeable to you, 
I desire to know whether you will assist mo with the English forces, or you will 
not. Lest you should want to discuss and jsettle this matter anew, I now send 
you a separate paper containing the points we before conferred upon, in order 
that you may come to a final determination concerning them , for if you should 
write to me and want my answer much time will be lost Should I have 
occasion to call for the assistance of the English foices on this expedition, 
whenever I dismiss them I will pay to the Company 40 lacks of rupees ready 
money on condition of the entire expulsion of the Rohillas, and duiing the 
time of their service with me, the sum of B2,10,000 shall be paid to them 
monthly on account of their expenses. But one thing more I must mention to 
you, which is whenever you shall send me those tioops, I hope that they may 
be commanded by General Barker, who is well acquainted wnth the affairs of 
this quarter, and especially with my negociations with the Rohillas I'or this 
reason it is absolutely necessaiy that the General should then have tlio com¬ 
mand of those troops, which will afford me the greatest satisfaction 

In the course of our interview at Benares I spoke to you about 10,000 
fire-arms, and you were pleased to say that you would give me an answer on 
that subject on your arrival in Calcutta. As there is no disunion between us, 
and the alliance between the Company and myself has become more firmly 
cemented than ever since our inteivicw at Benares, insomuch that our armies, 
stores, and every thing else belonging to us are equally the pioperty of 
both, and my house and yoms are the same. I therefore applied to you for a 
place for my family, and you told me that it it was possible you w-ould remove 
the fort of Calcutta and appropriate it-to my use. _lf, therefoie, you will supply 
^me with 10,000 fire-arms, 1 shall consider them as equal to the fort of Calcutta 
""in short, your compliance in this application will afford me the greatest satis¬ 
faction, and be a means of perpetuating the friendship between us, from which 
I have the greatest hopes. The money for the fire-aims shall be paid imme¬ 
diately. I have paid the money according to my agreement to Mr Lambert, 
of which I give you this information. I have already acquainted you with my 
intentions ot making a journey to Corah, but as I alwuys take medicines at this 
season of the year, I have delayed it longer than I intended on that account 
However, | shall now set out immediately, and therefore it is necessary that you 
favor me with an answer to these matters without delay. They are of the 
greatest importance, and I shall wish to hear from you concerning them with 
the greatest impatience. Let your answer be sent with the utmost expedition 
On a separate paper. 

On condition of the entire expulsion of the Rohillas, I will pay to the 
Company the sum of 40 lacks of rupees in ready money whenever I shall dis¬ 
charge the English troops, and until the expulsion of the Rohillas shall be 
effected, I will pay the expenses olf the English troops—that is to say, I will pay 
the sum of R2,10,000 monthly. 

A true translation. 

WILLIAM REDFEARN, 

. Persian Translator. 
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From tlie advices now before the Committee, it appears absolutely 
necessary that some immediate resolutions should be taken with respect to the 
requisition made by the Vizier, as well as for guarding against those attempts 
and changes which the absence of the Maharatttas may give rise to m the 
Duabe, or tract of country lying between the River Ganges and Jumna. And 
the Committee having maturely deliberated on the measures proper to be 
adopted, are unanimously agreed in the following opinions and resolutions. 

That should the Vizier persist m his intentions with respect to the Rohilla 
country, and determine to prosecute the enterprise with steadiness to a conclu¬ 
sion, this Government, considering the strict alliance and engagements which 
subsist between the Company and Shujah Dowla, and particularly what passed ^ 
between the Vizier and the President at the confeience at Benares, cannot on* 
this occasion refuse him support and assistance; that the terms proposed by the 
Vizier appear highly advantageous to the Company, not only on account of the 
sum which is ultimately stipulated as a consideration for this service, but by-: 
immediately relieving them from the heavy expense of a large part of their 
army Provided, therefore, full assurance and security can be obtained of the 
Vizier’s intention and ability to make good the many payments which will in 
this event bo due to the Company 

Resolved that the 2nd Brigade now quartered at Dmapore be ordered 
to march on the Vizier’s requisition, and to prevent delay— 

Agreed that orders for this purpose be lodged with the Chief at Patna, to 
be issued by him on the receipt of the Vizier’s lequisition for the march of our 
troops on the terms above specified, and in the mean time that every prepara¬ 
tion be made for putting the 2nd Brigade in readiness to take the field on the 
shortest notice 

Agreed m consequence that the following letter be written to the Chief at Patna —• 

To Thomas Lank, Esq , Chief at Patna. 

SiE,—The President has desired the Vizier to address himself to you in 
case he should require the assistance of the 2ad Brigade On receiving from 
him such a requisition, you will bo pleased to forward the enclosed letter to 
the Officer Commanding the Brigade at Binapore, which you will retain m 
your hands till then 


We are, &c., &c. 


Fort William; 

Thp 19th November 1773 


Agreed that the following orders to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade be en- 
closed in the letter to the Chief at Patna — 

To Likut -Colonbl Tottinquam, Commanding the 2nd Brigade at Dinapore. 

Sir,-—Y ou are hereby directed, as soon as you conveniently can after the 
receipt of this order, to take the field with the 2nd Brigade, to march with it 
into the territories of the Nawab Sujah Dowla, and to 30 m him m whatever 
part of his territories he may be or may require your presence. 

We are, &c, &c 


Fort William ; 

The 19Ih November 1773 


Agreed that the President be requested to prepare an answer to the Vizier’s letters 111 eoa- 
formity to the above resolutions. 
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Agreed that the Piesident be requested also to pieimre letteis to the King and to the 
Rohilla Chiefs, lequirmg fiom them aa explanation of their intentions with regaid to the Duabe. 


Proceedings of tlie Select . ^ ^ „ 

Comniitteo on the a2nd ^ov At A SlLEOT COMMITTEE, PrESLNT 

The IIon’bee Warren Hastings 

Brigadier General Sir Robert Barker. 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

P M Dacres, Esq 

The President lays before the Committee the following draft of a lettei to the Vizier, which 
lie has piepared agreeable to the resolution of last meeliiig — 

To THE Vizier,— Some days ago I received your letter containing the 
intelligence of the death of Naram Row, the late Sirdar of the Deccan, and the 
succession of Jtogonaut Row to his Ooveinment, at the same time intimating 
your resolution to take possession of the country in the Duabe, which toiraeily 
belonged to the Rohillas, and is now possessed by the Maliarattas, and desiring 
to know whether I will send the English forces in case you should have occa¬ 
sion to call for then assistance 

• I am since honoured with another letter from you to the following purpoit, 

that you have learnt that Hafiz Rahamut Cawnand other Siidais liave 
iiitentious of taking possession of Ettawah and the rest of the country of 
Duaho belonging to the Mhaiattas, and that in such case you aio resolved to 
cirry into execution the plan, winch was concerted between us at Benaies, 
tor their expulsion fiom the country lying to the noith of youis, and desiiing 
to know whether I will assist m the cxi'cution of this design, repeating the 
conditions forracily proposed with other particulars of importance which I 
clearly understand 

As the subject of both the above letters are intimately connected and 
admit of only one and the same determination, I shall reply paiticulaily to both 
in this address 

With respect to the Duahe, you are the master to act m -whatevei manner 
you shall deem most fitting for the advancement or sccuiity of your own 
aftairs You know that you may always command the forces ot the Company 
for the defence of your own dominions If you should eng.ige in a war beyond 
their borders, and should stand in need ot assistance, 1 ceitainly cannot sit 
still and see your danger without endeavouring to relieve you, and lor that 
reason I hope you will avoid an enteiprise at this distance which you cannot 
he well assured of performing with youi own strength, as the commands of 
my superiors aie, as I ha\e repeatedly mtormed you, peremptoiy that I shall 
not suffer then arms to be earned beyond the line of then own bouudaiies 
and tliose of your Excellency their ally, although in one mstance I have ven¬ 
tured to go beyond them 

Concerning the country of the Rohillas, whatever was formerly projiosed 
at Benares, that I am now equally ready to agree to—that is, the hiigade 
which is now at Dinapore shall march, whenever you require it, to join you, 
and proceed with you into the country of the Rohillas, which lies north of 
your dominions, to assist you in the entire reduction of it, and your Excellency, 
DU your part, will supply them monthly with the stipulated sum of R2,10,000 
for their expenses, and whenever the country shall be so far couqueied, that 
you shall remain in possession of it, although the enemy may lurk in the hills 
and jungles, or a few refractory zemindars, as is usual, may withhold their 
allegiance, and your Excellency shall dismiss the brigade, you will, on its 
di'parture, pay 40 lacks of rupees to the Company as a consideration for that 
seivu’e. To prevent future misunderstanding I have been thus explicit I 
must beg leave further to add that if the expedition shall he once undertaken, 
it will be absolutely necessary to persevere m it, until it shall be accomplished. 
You will therefore reflect whether it will bo m your power to make the above 
payments punctually with others, which are already due, and whether you can 
resolve on going through with the undertaking If you are not certain of 
accomplishing these necessary points, I must request that you will suspend 
the execution of your undertakmg till a more favourable time. As I cannot 
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liazard or answer for the effects of the displeasure of the Company, my masters, 
if they shall find themselves involved in a iruitless war, or in an expense 
for the prosecution of it But if you are satisfied of your ability to perform 
these conditions, and will engage to peitorm them, the brigade which is at 
Dmapore shall attend you on your requisition, and that there may he no 
delay, if you will signify your orders for the maich of the brigade to Mi 
Lane, the Chief of Patna, and will send a letter from him to mo, containing 
your acquiescence in these conditions, in the terms of the form enclosed, ho 
will cause the brigade to proceed to you immediately, being furnished witli 
the proper oidera fiom me to the commander of the forces tor that purpose. 

On the loceipt of your first letter, I ordered all the detachments of the 
brigade of Dinaporo to be assembled, and evciy pieparatiou to he made to 
enable it to take the field, and I hope it will be m readiness for that purpose 
whenever you may require it 

Although in the enclosed form I have mentioned nothing of the mode in 
which the money for the expenses of the army is to be defrayed, I think it 
proper to observe that it would bo highly expedient that a suie and eUeetu.il 
mode he pieviously formed tor the legular payment of the army. This will 
prevent difficulties, and will be the suhicct of much ease to both you and 
mysell, as tlie charges of the army must be regularly paid, or the most latal 
consequences may attend the neglect ot il, and I have not money to send with 
it. 

A true translation 

WILLIAM RRLEEARN, 
_ Fenian Translator. 

Form of a letter to be wiitten by the Vi/ier 

Having summoned the hiigade at Dinapore to my assistance, I now 
send you this declaration, that no subject of future doubt or discussion con- 
ceining the teuiis and seivice on which it is to be employed may remain 
between us Tiiat it is my lesolution to employ the said hiigade in the reduc¬ 
tion oi the countiy ot the Rohillas, wliioli lies between my borders, the Rivei 
Ganges and the mountains, and I will not lequire them to pass these bound¬ 
aries That besides the stipulated sum of 16 lacks of rupees, which will he 
due on tin* Ifith of Jcmadee-ul-sanee next, on account of the cession of Corah 
and Allahabad, I will pay month by month punctually the sum ot 2,10,000 
rupees foi the extra expenses of the brig.ade during the time of its service 
according to the terms of the late treaty concluded between us, and 40 lacks 
of lupecs in ready money when this service shall be concluded—that is to say 
whenever I sn,ill dismiss the said brigade, or one-half of it, whether the countiy 
ot the llohillas shall ho conquered and established m my possession, or an ac¬ 
commodation shall have taken place with them. 


Some doubts having arisen concerning the regularity of the Committee’s 
issuing the orders of the 19th instant oi their sole authority— 

Agieed that the Pioceedmgs of that date, together with the above letter, be submitted to 
the (Council at laige 

The PiGhideiit thinks it requisite to accompany this reference with a buef explanation of 
the natiiie ot the measure jnoposed and of the motives which determined Ins opinion in the 
resolution ol the Select Committee now bofoie the Board in the following Minute — 

I have long considered the power of the Rohillas as dangerous to the 
Vi/iier, the only useful ally of the Company, and as such have wished to see it 
annihilated. We have till lately had a veTy irapertoot knowledge of the 
Rohilla states, and consequently the advices transmitted to oui Hon’ble Masters 
on that subject must have been too defective for them to form an accurate judg¬ 
ment upon them It is our duty to correct our intormatiou to them as we 
receive more lights, and I am inclined to believe that such inlormation would 
induce them to adopt the system with respect to those powers which is now 
proposed. 

I must therefore declare that although the Hon’ble Court of Directois 
have been pleased to rank the Rohillas among the powers capable of opposing 
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the Mahnrattas, I cannot regard them in that light. Their country is too re¬ 
mote from that of the Maharattas, and too much out of the line of the incur¬ 
sions of those people for them either to be able to oppose these with effect, or 
to have much to apprehend from them. The Mahaiattas may occasionally 
attack them from the allurements of plunder only, but they can never form 
a systematic scheme of conquest over a country so distant and so difficult to 
hold 

On the other hand, the Suhadar of Oude must always be an object of 
jealousy and enmity to the Rohillas His power is to be dreaded by them, 
and the situation of their country contiguous to his, and in a manner enclosed 
within the same natural boundaries, must make the possession of it always a 
desirable object with him, both for security and advantage These are sources 
of enmity between them, which from the nature of things cannot fail of pro¬ 
ducing suitable effects, and it is more probable that we should soon see the 
Maharattas and Rohiilas join in hostilities against the Vizier than that they 
should continue in war with one another. 

But let us next view the advantages which would result to the Vizier, the 
ally of the Company, and to the Company itself from his possession of that 
part of the Rohilla country which is the object of the expedition now proposed. 
Our ally would obtain by this acquisition a complete compact state shut m 
effectually from foreign invasions by the Ganges, all the way from the frontiers 
of Bahar to the mountains of Thibet, while he would remain equally accessible 
to our forces from the above provinces either for hostilities or piotection It 
would give him wealth, of which we should partake, and give him security 
without any dangerous inerease of power. I would undoubtedly, by bringing bis 
frontier nearer to the Maharattas, to whom singly he would be no match, render 
him more dependent on us and cement the union more firmly between us I 
must further declare that I regard as none of the most inconsiderable benefits 
to the Company from this measure, besides the 40 lacks held out to us, the 
easing them immediately of the burthen of one-tlnrd of their whole aimy, while 
at the same time it is employed usefully for their interests and conveniently for 
keeping up its own discipline and practice in war. 

With these reasons foi the propriety of the expedition on general principles, 
I must confess I entertain some doubts as to its expediency at this time, aris¬ 
ing from the circumstances of the Company at home, exposed to popular 
clamour, all its measures lublo to be canvassed in Parliament, their charter 
drawing to a close, and his Majesty’s Ministers unquestionably ready to take 
advantage of every unfavourable circumstance m the negociation for its re¬ 
newal. In this situation there appears an unusual degree of responsibility 
annexed to such an undertaking I would therefore recommend it to the serious 
consideration, and at the same time I thmk it my duty to declare that I find 
myself embarrassed in a peculiar manner in my decision from the circumstance 
of what passed between the Vizier and myself at Benares The Board will recol¬ 
lect that this very country was included in the line of defensive operations 
which they thought fit to adopt last year m support of the Vizier, and it is now 
necessary to acquaint them more fully that the Vizicr at the interview did 
propose this expedition to me, and earnestly solicited my assistance. That I 
regarded this lequest as a lucky circumstance m the negociation ; and availing 
myself of it as the means of purchasing the Vizier’s compliance m the other 
measuie, which was the piincipal object of my commission, I consented to 
it, engaging to assist them m the enterprise on the conditions with which the 
Board are already acquainted Afterwaids, from a suspicion of his own ability 
to make good so many pecuniary engagements at once as those he had come 
under he himself made the proposal for suspending the Rohilla expedition, 
hut the condition which took its rise from it, viz., that the future payment 
of the extra charges of the army sent at pny time to his assistance should be 
fixed at 2,10,000 rupees per month for a brigade, was still allowed to be made 
an article of the new treaty, and it was further agreed that the stipulation for 
Corah, which I had before raised with difficulty to 46 lacks of rupees, should 
now be made 60, in consideration of his being exempted from the additional 
burthen of the projected campaign and better enabled to fulfil his other pay¬ 
ments It is unnecessary to explain the motives which urged the Vizier to 
make concessions for the libertyof relinquishing a point which he had appar- 
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ently so much at heart, and what I was not solicitous to pursue The detail 
would be tedious. The Gentlemen who were with me, and to whom I made 
niaily communication of the progress of the negociations, will remember that 
such was the issue of this part of them The expedition remamed only suspended, 
and I gave him every reason to expect that whenever it could again be with 
prudence resumed, and he desired it, it should be undertaken. 

This IS the predicament in which I now stand with the Vizier, and although, 
from a fear of his not being able to fulfil his part of the agreement, I wish to 
avoid engaging m the project at present, yet it appears to me that a direct 
refusal, after what passed, would have an unfriendly aspect, ai\d might admit 
of the construction of artifice and insincerity in our dealings with him 

Moved by the doubts which I have exposed to the Board and thus ham¬ 
pered by my situation With the Vizier, no better method occuired to me for 
Ireeing us from this dilemma than the letter which is now in lefeience before 
the Board. I have there expressed my consent <to the oxiiedition m terms 
which, if he agre£?S to them, are most likely to secure the advantages hoped 
fiom it, but which are more likely to make him lelinquish the design I trust 
the Boaid will find it so guarded, both in the substance and expiession, that the 
Vizier must necessarily feel himself engaged to perform every condition requir¬ 
ed of him with the most rigid punctuality at the hazard of forfeiting the Com¬ 
pany’s friendship or revolt against the terms imposed upon him and drop all 
thoughts of prosecuting the design, and that I verily believe will be the issue of 
his correspondence. 

The Board, after due consideration of the matter in reference from the 
Select Committee, and of the Piesident’s representation, concur heartily in wish¬ 
ing to avoid the expedition proposed without entering into a discussion of the 
propriety of such an enterprise on general principles, the Board see m then 
lull force all the circumstances of doubt as to its present expediency which the 
President has so clearly set forth, and they are also sensible of the embarrass¬ 
ment which he lies under from what passed on the subject between him and 
the Vizier at Benarc^ They aie equally solicitous to save the honour of the 
Company and watch over its interests, and for that reason they approve of the 
letter now before them, whioli seems equally calculated to save both The 
conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secuie the greatest possible advan¬ 
tages from such enterprise, but they appear to them more calculated to drive 
the Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, as its most probable and 
almost infallible consequence, and which they wish for as the proper result ot 
this proposition in the piesent circumstances of affairs. 

‘ The Geneial begs to record his- sentiments on this occasion in the following woids — 

The General has already given it as lus opinion that the Provinces of Corah 
and Allahabad should have been restored to the King for such acquisitions to 
the Company as are premised m bis Minutes and letters to the Board on that 
subiect, m which ease the conquest of the Rolulla country for the Vuier 
became an object of our attention, because m this he would have accumulated 
nothing more than was necessary to put him on a par with his neighbours, and 
to enable him to resist the hostilities of any force, united with the Kmg 
against him, or what is the same thing—to have enabled him to pay fpr the 
assistance of the English forces when called to his aid. But now that he is 
in possession of Corah and Allahabad, I think it would be impolitical from the 
same pauty of reasoning to put him in poreession also of the Rohilla country, 
unless the Company can acquire by it the possession of those lands in the 
zemmdan of Cheyt Singh lying to the south of the Ganges 

If the Vizier has the Rohilla country added to those of Oude and the 
Provinces of Corah and Allahabad, he will be in possession of a revenue ot 
nearly two orores and a half per aivium, a sum that, In some.future day, 
might render an enterprising genius a very troublesome neighbour on the 
north-west frontiers of the Company’s dominions; and although we have no 
present occasion to suspect the sincerity of Sujah-ul-Dowla’s attachment to 
our interests, yet it must not be forgotten that he is an Hiudustauder, or that 
a successor jnight enter the Government with very diSerent ideas and disposi¬ 
tion. 
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The General agrees with the President that the Vizier's dominions would 
become compact, and not subject to invasions j but the General supposes it will 
become too compact and not sufficiently open to invasion it is from the appre^ 
hension of invasion that cements the Vizier’s friendship with the English and 
makes him that staunch ally we find him. 

Had we risen the King to the possession of the Doab including the provin¬ 
ces of Corah and Allahabad, it would then have become necessary to 
strengthen the Vizier, because the interests of these two potentates are separate 
and it is political to guard against the one by the 8uflfioien6y of the other. It 
was on this account the General wrote down to the Boaid the proposal for 
adding the Eohilla districts on the north of the Ganges to the Vizier’s domi¬ 
nions , but the case is exceedmgly altered • one-half of the General’s proposal 
only is adopted, and we appear to be raising a particular power, at the expense 
of the Empire and in defiance to royalty, for the transitory advantage of a 
pecumary object, and by it to raise a power who, from ambitious views, or 
imaginary resentment, may hereafter, at a time when tha Company’s affairs 
may be embarrassed, have strength to form foreign alliances to invade the 
Company’s possessions 

Indeed, the General is of opinion that it is the political interest of this Gov¬ 
ernment, according to the present system, to instil into the mind of the Vizier 
the necessity, and indeed propriety, of his studying the welfare and defence of 
his present possessions, without extending his ambition to conquests that may 
endanger his own tranquillity and that of the Company’s, his ally. He has 
already a sufficiency to secure himself from any sudden invasion, and we can at 
all times prevent the fatal consequences of such an event wdien it is likely to 
take place, unless the Company are pleased to adopt the system of supporting 
the two great powers of Hindustan—the King ana the Vizier—in opposition to 
the rest of the Empire, and in which case only the General thinks it would bo 
necessary to strengthen the Vizier to render the interest of either dependent on 
our decision. 

EGBERT.BARKER. 


Secret Dept, Fort William, the 16th December 1773 
Thursday. At a Consultation, present 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President . 
Beigadier-Gbnbhal Sir Robert Barker. 

William Alderset, Esq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq ‘ ' 

James Lawrbll, Esq. 

Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

Geo. Vansittart, Esq. 

Resumed the consideration of General Sir Robert Barker’s letter from Benares, which 
stands recorded on consultation, the 4tb September last. 

The President deliveis the following Minute and subsidiary papers on the subject. 

As the letter addressed to the Board by the General, dated the 4th of Sep- 
President-g Minute No 2 tcmber, and the observations enclosed in it contain many 
particulars which, for want of an application, may be 
construed to reflect on my' conduct in the orders issued to the army, I think if 
incumbent upon me to take notice of su^h passaras as seem to hflfVe a relation 
to me, and to explain the rule of practice which I have observed or endeavoured 
to observe m the exercise of my authority in the military command I have 
purposely deferred replying earlier to these papers, although my other avoca¬ 
tions have afforded ample reason for the delay, that I might give my senti¬ 
ments at large upon the nature and extent of my own powers, when this sub¬ 
ject, with that of the deficient rules and airangements of the Military Service 



69 


should be fully discussed and adjusted with the assistance of Colonel Chapman, 
the second in commapd, who has been called to the presidency for that purpose, 
and is now present. Whftt I shall urge may serve as introductory to the 
general subject, and if my principles are just, may assist the decisions of the 
Boardupon it. 

The objections which are mode by the General to the extension of the 
civil authority in the extremes enjoined by the Company relate to the abuse of 
that power, rather than to the power itself; although, it does not appear very 
evident how a division of the forces under the command of a Collector is more 
likely to affect the military subordination than the like injudicious practice 
would prove under a military officer. The former from inexperience is indeed 
more likely to* commit an error of this kind, but it is easy to be restrained by 
a positive order of Government I have already described the line which accord¬ 
ing to my notions of military duty ought to *he drawn betw een the civil and 
military authority in every gradation of it, in a letter which I wrote to 
Mr Purling on the 7th of March last, and which is recorded in consultation of 
the 3rd May; and in the instructions which I have since given to Colonel 
Cummings, who is now on service with the same gentleman, a copy of which I 
beg leave to annex to this number I presume to suppose that the General 
will find nothing in either of these letters liable to material, if any, objection. 
God forbid that the like evils should exist under the present institution of the 
military corps as did prevail in the Purgunna Battalions. But I believe it 
may be easily proved that the instances of unmilitary behaviour to which the 
general has alluded, in the officers ot the latter, did not aiise from the con¬ 
nivance of the Collectors, but from a defective authority to prevent it The 
General complains that promotions to the command of sepoy battalions, 
remftval of officers to different corps, and nominations to public offices have 
been made without his authority or advice Before I examine the propriety of 
this practice, I think it necessary to acquit myself of the charge of having 
introduced it In every point of this kind I have studiously enquiied what 
was the conduct of my predecessors, and to that t have implicitly adhered, 
where I saw no cause to depart from it If I am rightly informed, these appoint¬ 
ments have always been made by the Governor. The use that I have made 
of this piivilege is well known I have neither employed it to giatify personal 
resentment, nor personal favour, having made it a rule from which I have never 
varied, but at the instances of the General himself, to promote every officer 
accoiding to his lank m the service 

The commands of sepoy battalions have been given to Captains who were 
every one of them almost unknown to me, while many whom I wished to have 
had it in my power to serve, either on the score of private regard, or pow'erful 
recommendations, have remained unprovided for Let this power be taken out 
of my hands and given to the military commander, or to any other, otl the 
principle of applying it to the reward of merit, and I will venture to foretell 
that it will bo applied to the purposes of partial supersessions Those of my 
own family, or whose services I have most had occasions of employing, are 
those whose merits come immediately within my view, and these loo may be 
magnified by affection ; while the conduct and characters of others are remote 
from my observation, or are often falsely transmitted to me through prejudiced 
informations Such is the lot of power iu every degree of it, and while I sup- 
pose it to be my own, I am authorized m attributing it to every man pos¬ 
sessed of it. 

Tor a proof of wbat I have asserted, I have added a complete list No. 2 of 
the promotions which have been made by my order to sepoy battalions, in 
which it will appear that I have mode but two variations from the line of 
seniority, viZ.., in the appointment of Captain Edwards and Captain Bickerton. 
The former had already possession of the second battalion by the appointment 
of Mr. Cartier, but was not in orders. From a just resjjeQt to the acts of my pre- 
deoessor, I confirmed the promotion by a public order of the I2th December, 
copied m No. 2, in which I took care to express that I did it in consequence of 
his original appointment, that it might not be construed a deviation from the 
rule v^ich I had prescribed to myself. - Captain Bickerton, was junior to 
Captain Gwinnett whem he had the command given to him of the 22ud 
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Battalion in preference to Captain Qwmnett on the 20th February 1773, I 
passed Captain Gwinnett because of an objection made to him by the General, 
■which being soon aftfer remoyed, I gave him the next vacancy of the second 
Battalion on the 12th March, so that even this supersession, although it was 
not in reality an act of mine, was but of fourteen days duration. It is neces¬ 
sary that I should add that I have also passed by the following officeis who 
have the claim of seniority to sepoy commands, mz , Captains Martin, RoacOi, 
and Morrison. These also I set aside at the instance of the General. The first 
of these has ever been employed in the surveying branch and is a foreignei, 
although in general esteem as a brave and experienced officer and a mau of 
strict honour. The other two are invalids 

Accompanying is an abstract No 3 of the orders issued by me since the 
general anangemeuts of May 1772, for the removal and posting of officers to 
difrerent corps, by the dates of which it will appear that most of them w^ere 
made at the time when a general promotion took place m the service, and when 
the General was m tlie Rohilla country, at the distance ot foity days m the 
lutercourse between him and the presidency. 

Some appointments of the same nature were made during the General’s 
residence at Shahabad, and such as took place while he was at the presidency 
either had or ifrere supposed by me to have had his concurrence, if not his 
immediate recommendation In the artillery corps I have ever loft arrange¬ 
ments of officers entirely to the commandant, I believe with a smgle exception. 

The General 18 long since acquainted with my wish to leave this part of the 
military detail jto him, reserving to myself the right of exercising it m parti¬ 
cular cases, and Where the commanding officer is too far distant to perform it 
himself. 

In public offices, and m staff employments, I have paid no regard to 
seniority, but have generally complied with the recommendation of the com¬ 
manding officers of the corps In instances which did not affect their author¬ 
ity, I have yielded to the bias of inclination or ot importunity, where I thought 
I could do it without injury or discouragement to the service 

These instances amount in all to eleven appointments m the space of twenty 
montlis, including my own staff, and four Barrack masters recommended by mo 
but appointed by the Board. 

The General enumerates the instances in which the Board and the Presi¬ 
dent, as he says by himself, have attempted to weaken his authority and deprive 
him of the means to execute the essentials of his trust These instances aie 
general, viz , 1st, forming arrangements m the ftrmy, 2nd, encouraging and 
decreasing the establishment, 3rd, posting officers, 4th, nominating appoint¬ 
ments without requiring information from him of men deserving such promo¬ 
tion ; 5th, shewing disapprobation lu public orders at his having acted contrary 
to their intention, 6th, restricting him in public orders fiorn giving leave of 
absence to those under his-coromand, excepting when he is on the spot; 7th, 
receiving the addiesses of individuals without a reference to their superiors; 8th, 
ibi^uing orders by which many disbursements in the Military Department arc 
rendered absolutely independent of his control, and 9th, allowing, couits 
martial to be held by the appointment of Collectors For these reasons he de¬ 
clares it impracticable for him to carry a proper command, or to enfeice dis¬ 
cipline and subordination, and that there is no occasion for the appointment of 
a Commander-in-Chief. 

I have taken some trouble to extract tliese charges from the General’s 
letter and paper of observations, and to reduce them to formal articles I find 
myself at a loss to apply them to tacts. I shall endeavour to do th;^, altliougli 
I must express my regret that the General has left me this labour by an oinis-, 
sum whioii imposes upon me the hard necessity of searching for matters of 
accusation agaifist myself in order to justify myself upon them. 

The first article, the latter part of the second, and the third I suppose to 
allude to the general orders of the.23rd May 1772, which stand fully justified 
in the consultations of that date of the 17th August and 7th October. The 
separate share which 1 have had in the third I have already acknowledged and 
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explained, I have caused the book of general orders to be searched, but "with¬ 
out effect, to discover the instances alluded to in the first part of the second 
article in which the Board have increased the establishment. I am sure no 
act of mine has had that effect 

To the fourth article, so far as it regards the commands of sepoy battal¬ 
ions, I have replied above. I can make no other application of it 

The fifth alludes to the order of the 28th of March last, which was pub* 
lished by the Board, for the recal of Captain Harper from the Vizier's Court. 
The Board has been already compelled to say too much on this subject, winch 
will be found in the consultations of the 30th September, 1st October 1772, 
26th January, 28th January, l8th March, and 31st May, and in the Select 
Committee proceedings of the 7th January, I wish not to revive it. 

Sixth .—The following is the order meant by this article 
Folk Wilhara, 9th June 1773 

“ Commanding ofiicers of brigades and detabhments composing the army are 
not in future to permit*officers under their command to proceed to the presi¬ 
dency on leave of absence or sickness without a report being first made tlirough 
them to the Governor and his approbation obtained, except by express permis-' 
Sion from the General when he is on the spot ” 

This order was intended to put a stopdo the practice of officers running 
to the presidency to solicit indulgences The reseivution expressed m it of a 
power lu the General to dispense with the order by granting such permission 
when he is on the spot was neither meant nor considered as a restriction, but 
rather as the diminution of a former restriction by which the commanding 
officer was bound indiscriminately with others, as I understand, and did at tlie 
time in which I published this older, that an old order then subsisted forbid¬ 
ding any officer to come to the presidency without express leave from the Presi¬ 
dent. Indeed, it appears to me but reasonable that if the Governor is allowed 
to possess a separate authority in any instance, it should be allowed him within 
the limits of the place where he peisonally resides I am sorry that in this point 
I should have given offence to the General. • I thoiight I afforded him a proof 
of my attention. 

Seventh ,—I cannot recollect the instances in which the Board have received 
addresses from officers without a refeience to their superiors. 

There is an order extant of the 1st of June 1788, that whenever an officer 
thinks himself aggrieved he shall in an humble manner represent his case to 
the Board through the proper channel I wish it had been explained what the 
proper channel was, but until this point shall be more clearly ascertained, 1 
shall not consider the Board as liable to blame for admitting the natural appeals 
made immediately to the supreme authority, although for many reasons I tiunk 
they should be made through the Commander-m.Cliief, if not the commanders 
of the brigades. It seems reasonable that they should also be made to the 
Governor It w sufficient on this head to observe that this has generally been 
the rule, and that instances have happened in which applications made imme¬ 
diately to the Board have been returned with orders that they should be first 
communicated to the General. 

Eighth .—I have caused the book of orders to be examined narrowly for the 
facts on which this charge is grounded I can find none It rests with the 
General to point tbem out, and prove that they render the military disburse¬ 
ments absolutely independent of his control. , 

Hinth —If courts-martial have been held by the appointment of the Col¬ 
lectors, I agree with the General in pronouncing it a great irregularity ; but I 
am certain that the Board has never authorized an act of this kind, nor to ray 
feftoUection We I done it, although \ might have been ^inexcusably led into 
the error by the want of a fixed rule for the appointm«ftt of general sepoy 
courts-martial In that which I have followed, I hare taken the advice of the 
Board, which was to appoint them by public orders, and the sentences have 
been always transmitted to me for confirmation. 

I have but one remark to apply to all the preceding charges, which is 
that the circumstances on nyhich they are grounded should have been noticed 
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when they happened. It is of no utility to have reserved them for general 
and indefinite allusions. 

Whatever cause I may have to conceive myself to have been unfairly treat¬ 
ed in the reflexions cast upon me by the General, I mean only to vindicate my¬ 
self in this reply. Had he on any occasion in which he judged that I had en¬ 
croached, on the line of his duty acquainted me with it, he would have found 
me disposed to hear him with candour, and to repaif my own inadvertencies. 
I am not ashamed to acknowledge my errors, because from the variety and 
rapid succession of affairs which occupy my attention, I have less time and 
power of recollection, and of course am more liable to errors than any person 
in the service. But the duty of my station would be very hard indeed it I was 
to be made strictly accountable for every minute part of my conduct in the 
administration of tbe affairs of so extensive a provmce as this is. 

I have often wished that the line of duty were drawn for every office in 
the service. The following principles may point out the general means of as- 
certaimng it m all cases where the limitahon of it may be disputable. The col¬ 
lective body of the Council are or ought to be possessed of an absolute and un¬ 
controllable authority over every office and every department of the Govem- 
•ment But m the detail of business and in the execution of their orders which 
they have entrusted to others, they should impose upon themselves the rule of 
avoiding to interfere, but on very necessary occasions, of which they only can 
be the judges. 

The powers of the Council devolve on the Governor during the intervals of 
the meeting of the Board, with the same cautionary reserve in respect to the 
detail and executive business, and with the exception of such matters as either 
by express rule, by usage, or by theiy evident importance, are only cognizable 
by the Board. 

If these principles are just, the Board may easily determine every question 
regarding the duties of the Governer m the Military Department by applying it 
to them Such points I leave to their fuller discussion, expressing only my 
wish to have them determined and a line drawn which may enable me to 
execute tins part of my duty without doubts of the propriety of my own 
conduct and without exposing it to the censure of others 

WAEREN HASTINGS. 


Oidered that the papers which are delivered in by the Piesident with the above he copied 
after this consultation 

General Barker begs leave to rpply in the following manner to the Governor's Minute 
General Barker having persued the President’s answer to the observations 
contained in his letter to the Board of the 4th Septem- 
The General g reply No 3. rcgrets much that the Very short period ol his 

stay will not admit of his replying so fully as the search into matters of 
fact would require, and without which references he does not choose 
to enter into a discussion of the several charges and reflexions contained 
against the justness of his observations. Nor can he pass over utterly 
unnoticed some of the passages contained in this Minute He therefore 
13 constramed to observe in this particular that, notwithstanding the very 
liarsh allusion of the President’s observation on the plea of rewarding merit, and 
the remaiks ho has made on the General’s recommendation of Captain Bioker- 
ton m preterence to Captain Gwinnett, and that his reasons for this were not 
founded on partiality, but from his regard tp the service he neither consi¬ 
dered Captain Gwinnett a proper officer to command sepoys, nor did he esteem 
him meriting it.from his former services, and he had not long before returned 
from a visit of somejjrears to Europe, whilst other officers had been constantly 
dom^ their duty, and the General supposes it is the undoubted and required 
provmce of a Comraander-in Oluef to object to persons either unworthy or im- 
propi^r for so matenal a trust as the command of a battalion of sepoys. As to 
Captain Martin, it was not an objection of detriment to' that officer which the 
General made, but a conviction that the service and the Company would derive 
more benefits from hia abilities in tfhe surveying branch. 
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General Barker now assures the Board, upon the whole amount of the 
President’s reply, that he has in no instance whatever impeded the service in 
consequence of any appointment of the President or the Board, however they 
might have been repugnant to his opinion or inattentive to his station, as he 
never admitted the smallest comparison between the welfare of the service* in 
general and his own private feelings, reserving them for representation, in 
which he has unfortunately, and to his great regret, been too often reduced in 
the course of his command. 

R BARKER. 


The other members of the Board remark that it was their intention to have replied to the 
Geneial’s lettei immediately on its receipt, but they were pievonted by not having before them 
a proper state of the facts which could only be furnished from the military books m the Piesi- 
dent’s possession, but as these are now fully detailed in the President’s Minute, the Board think 
it incumbent on them to lecord their sentiments also, and desire that the Minute which they 
will prepare may stand entered on this date. 

It IS as follows — 

Tho charges of the General being chiefly confined to the President’s execu- 
The Board h Minute on the tion of the dutics of lu8 Station as Governor, they have 
Qencrai‘6 letter No 4 most properly been replied to by him But when we 

see the conduct of our President apparently censured and the charge imputed 
to him of usurping the exorcise of an authority which does not fall within his 
province, and which tends to injure the public service by weakening the neces¬ 
sary powera of the commanding officer, the Honorable the Court of Directors 
will doubtless expect that we should record for their observation our testimony 
how far such charge can with justice be applied to the President’s administra¬ 
tion, and how far the explanations he has given in answer are consonant with, 
truth and the real rule of conduct which he has observed. We are concerned 
for the occasion which urges us to this necessity, but we should swerve from 
justice and a becoming support of our public character were wc to be withheld 
by any considerations from giving the most ample testimony of the candour 
■with ■which the President has stated facts in his answer to the General’s letter 
and Minute It is unnecessary to descend to particulars, but we declaie it our 
public o]pinion, grounded not on partiality, but observation, that his conduct in 
the exercise ot liis military command has been strictly regulated by the prin¬ 
ciples of equity and moderation, and in no instance has exceeded the usage of 
his predecessors. To this opinion some of us can even superadd the conviction 
of experience in the President’s declining to comply with solicitations where 
they interfered with his prescribed maxim of adhering to sincerity, and in his 
divesting himself of the power of appointing cadets hitherto invariably exer¬ 
cised by hi3 predecessors, to avoid burthenmg the establishment and loading the 
Company with additional expense. 

Whatever grounds the General may have had for animadverting on the 
use or abuse of the military authority exercised by the civil servants when it 
descends into the lower branches of the service, we cannot admit that such 
strictures ought, m any degree or instance, to be applied to the Governor of 
this Presidency, who is doubtless not nominally but actually the superior of 
both departments and invested by the Company with a particular share of re¬ 
sponsibility in the superintendence and regulation of that of the militaiy; he 
has of course a right Vo exercise the powers of that station in their fullest 
extent, and should on all occasions be qualified to judge and determine on 
every military point which does not depend on a mere professional knowledge. 
With him and with the Board the sentiments of the commanding officer will 
ever be allowed the greatest weight in all affairs of a military nature, but we 
can never acquiesce in the unbounded right the General seems to lay claim to 
of recommending to all promotions and commands. To graftt him auoh a n^ht 
would m fact be investing him with the sole power of promotion and rendering 
him, as the Geneial himself expresses it, thp source of rewards as well as punish¬ 
ment; for his recommendation must either be invariably and implicitly 
received or a constant scene of dispute and contention will ensue between him 
and the President, and him and the Board. If the construction is' admitted, 
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to grant him such a right would in short alter the constitution of the Presi¬ 
dency , it would establish an t^mpenum in tmperto, and however perfect our 
persuasion may be that such a power would be made no improper use of by 
the General and the officers who are next in succession to him, yet upon 
general principles we are surely justified in pronouncing it to be of a dangerous 
tendency, and the conferring of it incompatible wnth every maxim of wise and 
sound policy It is very jiroper that we should always be acquainted with the 
merits of our officers, and a representation thereof cannot come from any 
person so fitly as the commanding officer of the aimy, assisted by reports from 
the Colonels of Brigades , but this representation should bo transmitted from 
time to time for the Board’s general intormation, not at a paiticular period for 
the purpose of supporting an immediate claim to a vacant appointment, office, 
or command. By this method the President and Council would be enabled to 
judge impartially of the merits of their officers, and to tajke proper opportunities 
of rewarding them as far as the established rules of the service might permit. 
This we conceive to have been the intention of the Court of Directors in the orders 
to Madras alluded to by the General, as it is a mode which will always reserve 
a right of judgment and control in the breast of the President and Council, 
where it unquestionably ought to lodge, but where it will no longer exist if 
the commanding officer’s recommendation is to be implicitly received at the 
immediate period of the re-occurrence of each vacant appointment and com¬ 
mand. 

We premised that the General’s charges were chiefly confined to the Pre- 
siaent’s conduct in the execution of the duties of his station of Governor A 
fpw of them extend also to the conduct of the Board, to some of which, although 
the President has already answered to each, we shall beg to ofter a lew words of 
reply. 

On the first part of the second article T^hc President informs us that he 
has caused the hook of general oiders to be searched without effect, to discover 
the acts by which the Boaid have increased the establishment We will add 
that we feel a consciousness of the impossibility that we could have passed any 
such, at a time when we were exerting every endeavour to retrench the Com¬ 
pany's expenses and bring them within the limits of the stuctest economy The 
only decrease m the establislimeiit we are aw^are of having made without the 
com uvience of the General is the reduction of the cavalry*—a measuie which w’as 
sooa alter oideied liy the Court of Directors themselves There are still many 
otiicr branches ot the establishment w'hich we think will admit of leduction and 
retrenchment, especially as the provinces enjoy and are likely to enjoy a state- 
of profound tranquillity. 

It IS with the greatest reluptan.ee that we revive the subject of the fifth 
article, but as the Geueial has laid particular stiess on it, as one which has 
weakened liis authority in the eyes of the army, we find ourselves obliged to 
declare that it was an act of necessity to which we were impelled by the General’s 
own conduct, the paiiiculars are recorded m consultation, the 18th Maich and 
31st May, which w'lll shew that the Board did not proceed to such extremity, 
until they found their public resolutions taken in the General’s own piesence, 
disregarded and superseded by jus single order We hesitate not to acknow¬ 
ledge we tliouglit it was then time to check an authority which had attempted 
to absorb the power on wduch it depended. 

On the seventh article, we agree with the President that under the unde¬ 
fined circumstances of the public order with respect to receiving appeals from 
officers who might deem themselves aggrieved, the Board could not be to blame 
for admitting those made immediately to their own tribunal, nor can we con¬ 
ceive a more proper channel of bringing them before them than that of 
our President, 4t least, if it is determined to h6 thought the more immediate 
province of the commanding officer and left to him, it should never he in his 
power to reject any appeal preferred to him, but he ought invariably to trans¬ 
mit it to the B )ard with his sentiments to assist their decision. 

With respect to the appointment of courts-martial, the General says they 
cannot be held hut by a special delegation from the authority of an Act of 
Parliament. This we very well know to he the case in regard to the courts 
appointed for the trial of the European troops j but we think it can never apply 
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to the appointment of sepoy general courts-martial, as otherwise the present 
constitution of them must be totally altered, the persons who now sit as members 
of them not hemg subjects of Britain, but aliens and natives of Hindustan. 
The Governor, Oommander-in-Chief, and commanding officers of Brigades are 
all at present authorized by the general orders of 4th May 1770 to appomt 
sepoy general courts-martial, and by such alone have the sepoys of the brigade 
corps been brought to trial The courts-martial appointed by civil servants were 
only for the trial of the pergunnah sepoys—a corps which was expressly raised 
for the service of the collections, and so little considered as a part of the army 
as never to have made returns to the Commander-m-Ohief until the government 
of Mr. Cartier It is, however, highly proper that this point should now he 
precisely regulated, and the line of authority in general be drawn and estab¬ 
lished between the two departments to prevent and preclude all future prejudice 
to the pubhc service. 

We approve of the principles laid down by the President as the basis for 
this necessary work, atod we apprehend the best mode of proceeding in it will 
be by formmg a set of propositions which shall comprise all points of military 
service and duty and affixing solutions to each according to the sense of tho 
Board. 
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Prooeedings of the Secret Select Oommittee from 13th January to 3rd 
. June 1774. 

Saturday. Fort William, tho 13th January 1774, 

• At a Consuxtation, present . 

The Hon’blo Warren HAsriNOE, Freaident 
William Alubrsbt, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq ‘ 

Henry Goodwin, Esq 
John Graham, Esq. 

William Lambert, Efiq. 

George Vansittart, Esq. 

Col6nel Chapman and Mr Dacres indisposed. 

Head and approved the Consultation of the lOth instant. 

The President lays before the Board the following translation of a letter which he has leceiv- 
ed from the Vizier Sujah Dowlah— 

bri^’^o the'Nubob’Sajah ul Dowlah, the lOth January 1774 

I have received your friendly tetter informing me that the English brigade 
IS either for the protection of my own dominions or to assist me in my opera¬ 
tions against the Rolnllas It is known that the firmest union subsists 
between us, and I am ceitain that you ^ill suffer the English forces to join 
me for the protection of my own dominions, but as the distance between us 
IS now so great that much time will be taken up in writing to you and receiv. 
mg your answer, for precaution flake, I request you will send a positive order 
to the Coramander-in-Cluet of the Forces at Patna to march them to the 
frontiers of Oude or Coiah (both which cduntries now belong to me) whenever 
I shall require them At* present I have no occasion for them, and should I 
chance to call for them, I will not require their proceeding further than the 
frontiers of Corah and Currah. I make * this request by way of precaution 
only, and to guard against future events Whenever I shall write to the 
Commander-m-Cluef at Patna for the troops, let them immediately be sent, 
and it IS becoming our union that you give orders accordingly, which will 
give me gieat satisfaction My friend, I request this of you that I juay be at 
ease with respect to Hiy own dominions, as well as to prevent future delays, 
otherwise I have at present no occasion for the troops. 

Agreed that advice be given of tho above letter m our present advices to 
the Court of Directors by the “ Egmont 

Monday. Fort W^ilham, the 14th February 1774. 

At a Consultation, present' 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Pieatdent 
• Colonel Alexander Champion, Commander-tn-Chief, 
William Aldersby, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq 
Henry Goodwin, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq. 

William Lambert, Esq. 

Messrs DAcres and Vansittart at the Committee of Revenue 
Read and approved the Coirtiiltation of th? 10th lustant. The Secretary lays before the Board 
the Di aft of In&tmgtions tor Cqlouel Champion prepared agreeaSly to the order of the 
8rd instant. . 

Revised and completed the above instructions, and agreed upon writing 
two letters to the Chief and Council at Patna. The first to be immediately 
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despatclied to that place, and the other given in charge to Colonel Champion, 
agreeably to the tenor of his mstructigns. . . . 

Ordered that one copy of these papers be referred for the information of 
Colonel Champion inatruC'' the Select Committee, and that they be also recordeij^ 
tioni end 2 letters to Patna. m department as follows:— 


To Colonel Alexander Champion, Qommander-in-Chief of the Forces under the Piesidenoy. ' 

Ut .—Having thought proper, at the requisition of the Vizier, to grant him 
the assistance of one the Honourable Cotnpany*8 forces, and the 

troops being already on their march towards his dominions, you will please to 
repair with all convenient‘speed to take upon you their immediate com mand; 
and although you are acquainted as a Member of the Administration with the 
motives and intentions of this expedition, we judge it necessary for your more 
particular guidance lu the general line of your operations to give you the 
following instructions, trusting the particular conduct in the field to your 
’ military skill and capacity 

2nd —The express purpose for which* the Vizier at this time demanded 
our aid being the reduction of the Echilla cquntry, lying between the Ganges 
and the mountains, you are immediately on’your arriyal ip his country to 
acquaint him that you are ready to proceed on that service, and require liis fur¬ 
ther instructions JPor the general stipulations in the case of his requiimg the 
assistance of our forces, we refer you to the accompanying copy of a Treaty 
executed between o'ur President and the Vizier at Benares in August last, and 
for the particular conditions on which we afford him oui assistance m this 
expedition to the translation of an addicss from ^lie lattei on his making the 
requisition of a brigade. 

3rd —As the Viziet appears completely occupied at present m his expedi- 
4;ion into the^Do-auba for the recovery (m behalf of the King Shaw Allum) of 
the territory Seized by the Mahrattas, we imagine he will hardly find time 
this season to attempt anything towards the conqufest ho meditates of the 
Rohilla country before described.* "We think it, however, necessary to sup¬ 
pose the possibility of such a service taking place in describing the line of your 
operations, which is to he as follows — 

4th — You are i\ot to pass the boundary which divides the Province of 
Oude fiom the Rohilla country, except at the expiess requisition of the Vizier, 
and in that*case you are to confine all your operations to that country, as above 
described, and to the dominions of the Vizier. .You are m no case, or on any 
account wljatever, to permit the troops, or any part of tliem, to pass the river 
Ganges'from the Rohilla country, nor the boundaries of the Vizier’s dominions, 
comprehending his ancient possessions of Oude and the new acquisition of 
Corah and AHahabad. At any rate, whatever be tho particular sei vice’which 
you are required to proceed upon, within the line of these instructions, you 
will use the necessary precaution to receive this requisition from the Vizier in 
writing, to obviate future doubts or disputes which may arise upon. them. 

5th —If, 'upon your arrival with the army, you shall find that the Vizier 
has dot returned from his expedition into the Ho-auba, or c.encerted his plan 
for immediately ’executing his inteutiopp on the Rohilla country, we think it 
will be necessary that you should, as soon as possible, have an interview with 
himi as well for the purpose of concerting the- operations in which our troops 
are to be employed for his aid, as to give you a proper introduction to him in 
the station which you now fill of our Oommander-in-Ohief, but as such inter¬ 
view taking plabe within the limits of the possessions which were formerly 
conquered bythq Mahrattas, and have been lately regained by the Vizier, in 
behalf of the King, may be liable to future misrepresentation, and he construed 
an act of hostility against that powef, on the ’immediate part of this Govem- 
'ment,—a consequence which wo wish studiously to avoid,—we would recom¬ 
mend that you advise him of yOur approach, appoint a place for meeting him, 
and proceed thither without any other military force tbad a retinue suitable to 
your station and a guard ■sufficient for yCur secunty. You Vrill, publicly 
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declare that you go only to meet thci Vizter, and with no intention of joining 
iu any operations against the territoofies of which the Mahrattas had possessed 
themselves; and* as soon as you have settled with the Vizier the necessary 
plan for your operat.ionsj you will immediately return to the army. 

6lh. —The military Conduct of the-expedition iS entirely left with you; but 
as the regular payment of the troops is an essential point, and will depend 
altogether upon the exactness of the Vizier, you will he particularly attentive to 
^ make proper applications to him for this purpose; hut should he neglect or 
evade to furnish the monthly subsidy, you will, in conjunction wth the Resi¬ 
dent at his Court, sot before him in the strongest terms the impropriety of 
his conduct 

7th —If such instances should, contrary to our‘expectations, prove meffec- 
tual, and one month shall have elapsed beyond the period m which the pay¬ 
ment should have been made, we authorize and enjoin you to suspend your 
operations and to return to Benares, there to wait Our future orders, declaring 
to the Vizier in the.name of the Board that you consider this failuie m his 
engagements as equivalent to a dismiasion of the troops, and that you shall 
halt at Benifres until the balance due, both of the snbsiily and for* such other 
coiaditions as shall have been performed, conformably to the tenor o-f his letter, 
in Consultation 3rd of Bebruary, shall have been fully discharged. 

8lh —You will perceive that tlie Vizier’s payments are not to become duo 
till tho-brigade shall hjive passed the borders of his dominions In the mean¬ 
time ne have sent instructions to the Chief and Council at Patna to supply 
the paymaster with a sum sufficient for the pay and charges of the brigade to 
the end of this month, trusting to the punctuality of the Vizier for the future 
supplies, nevertheless, to guard against every possibility of distress wlqch may 
attend tho troops from tho want ot‘money, we herewith deliver to you a letter 
of ciodit upon the Chief and Council at Patna for R2,50,000, to be used in case 
of your having loft the Vizicr, and being then reduced to extreme necessity for 
eulploymg it. 

SiA.-r-'Whenever the Vizier shall think it expediedt to dismiss the troops, 
you are to require such dismission in writing, and to proceed immediately to the 
frontiers of our Provinces with all convenient expedition, but it he shall not 
have discharged the balance due for the charges and other conditions K)f this 
expedition, you are to halt at Benares until the same^ shall be fully discharged, 
as we have above directed, or until you shall he furnished with our orders for 
your further conduct, according to the stipulations of thS agreement. 

10th —We recommend in the strongest manner that you cultivate a good 
understanding with the Vizier, and that you pay tho strictest attention to the 
behaviour and discipline of the troops, that no subject of complaint may arise 
on that head, either from himself, or from any people of the countries with 
whom we are not in a state of hostilities. 

11th —For the more convenient execution of military law and justice, 
we furnish you with a regular warrant for assembling courts-martial according 
tp. Act of Pailiament 

I2th —You will correspond regularly with tho Honourable the President 
and Select Committee, and receive their orders both as to your political and 
military operations. 

* We arc with esteem, &c., &c. 


The 14th February 1774. 



Monday. 


Foit'WiUiam, the S’ebruary-1774. . 

At a Conbultatioi^, pausENT. 

TheHon’hle Wareen Haatinos, FreMent 
Colonel Alexander Champion, Ommander-tn’Chtef 
William Aldeesbt, Esq. 

P M. Daceeb, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq 
Henry Goodwin, Esq 
John Graham, Esq. 

William Lambert, Esq. 

George VANsnrrART, Esq. 

Read and approved tlje Consultation of the 17th inatant. The CoranSandei-iu-Chief delivers 

the foliotving address to the Board, which is read — . 

Colonel Clmiapioa rpquoBU to To the Hon’We Warren Hastings, President and Governof, &c,, 
bo allowed euporior rnnk Council of Fort William 

Hon’ble Sir and Gentlemen,— In consequence of your resolution of the 
3rd instant, I took every possible method to expedite my journey to the Camp 
of bur ally Sujoh ul Dowla, and, having now received your instructions, am 
ready to take my departure. 

The second brigade has marched from Hinapore, and will continue their 
route with all proper expedition I hope tp overtake them by the time tliey 
can arrive at Benares, an'd I shall, agreeably to your directions, without loss ot 
time, consult with the Vizier on the measures to be pursued, of which and the 
operations in, the field the administration may expect as regular advice as 
circumstauces'can admit. 

Since I had the honour of being called to a seat amongst you, I have con¬ 
sidered it a duty to give constant attendance to your frequent meetings, and 
being fully sensible h‘ow extremely necessary, in the present situation of the 
Compkqy's affairs, 'retrenchments of expenses had become, I joined in your 
endeavours to bring them within the bounds of economy , and though the remote 
distance to which the,*more immediate duties of my station now call me from 
the Presidency must deny me to attend your further deliberations, yet you may 
rest assured, Gentlemen, that so far as falls within my province I will strictly 
enforce the due execution of such measures as you may from time to time 
adopt for the public good, and thq ^me zeal for the interest of * our employers 
Will make me also happy to receive sneh communication of their commands as 
you may think proper to give, more especially such as .may regard the depart¬ 
ment which I have the honour to superintend 

I should now, Gentlemen, take my leave, but that I think I cannot more 
seasonably introduce to your consideration a circumstance which I must.con¬ 
fess IS the cause of some mortification to me as CommaDder-in-Ohief, and 
gives me also concern as a Member of the Adimnistration—I mean the differ¬ 
ence of rank with which Sir Robert Barker held the command of the Army 
and that with which it fiasAeVolved to me. 

I need not observe to you that it is'the policy of all well-regulated Gov¬ 
ernments to support the dignity of the leaders of their armies, and to invest 
them with degrees of yank and honour which* serve at once to render them 
respectable to their own troops, and to raise them in the opinions of other 
powers by these public testimonies of confidence and approbation. Agreeably to 
this maxim it was well said m the general letter from the Honourable Court of 
Directors, 11th November 1768, “that they esteemed it necessary that the 
Cammander-in-Chief oil your establishment should hold a rank superior do 
any other officer therein,” and that they therefore conferred oo the then com¬ 
manding officer the*rank of Brigadier General. Ap officer debmed equal to the 
command of so formidable an army as the Honourable Company’s may, without 
any compliment, he concluded worthy of a rank W'hicli m. other services is 
given to officers who do not command a fourth of the number of .troops; aud 
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as all officers ia the Company’s service are provisional (their durationslepending 
merely on the pleasure ot the supreme adthmistiatiqn), it does not, with great 

submission, occur why the rank of Brigadier General should not immediately 
.devolve with the command; for supposing the Couit of Directors should not 
think tlie temporary commander fit tor the important trust, and even gi'anting 
it possible, though very far from probable, that your Board, who best know the 
characters of all the offiiieis on this establishment, and who are therefore least 
liable to mistake tlieir abilities, should confer the command on an unqualified 
one, yet it is not obvious that any additional lU-consequouce could ensue from 
lus also holding the temporary rank of Brigadier Geneial 

On the contrary, I submit to you, Gentlemen, whether tho u itliholdmg frtnn 
the first officer a rank established in the seivice and lield by lus piedcccssors 
will not m the opinion of the Native Tiinces and ot our own tioops imply a 
distrust on the commander, whether it may not tend to lessen the respect due 
to him; to depreciate lus abilities, and awaken the neighbouring pouers to acts 
of boldness and hostility. 

I could urge much more on this subject, hut if these considerations should 
strike you. Gentlemen, lu the light they appear to me, I persuade myself it 
will, in every view, be thought highly proper to raise your Commander-In- 
Chief to tho rank of lus predecessors, and that you will deem it moio indispen¬ 
sably necessary at this juncture, when he is on tho eve of embarking nn an 
expedition of very ^consideriblc moment, tho suecesi? of which it is well 
known to you, Gentlemen (who are dcqu.uuted with the genius ajid constitution 
of the Asiatics*and with their ideas of power), may be lacilitated in pio- 
portion to the rank and impoitanco which your principal ofiu er sliould carry 
with him, and by that aegree ot consideration which he should apjiear to hold 
in tho State 

I am aware, Gentlemen, of tho attention duo to the sentiments lately 
expressed by the Court of Directors relative to the lank' of tho Commander- 
m-Chief, and should be the last man to propose any deviation from thou ordeis; 
but could they have divined that our political interest and out connection 
with Sujah ul Dowla should'have rendered it indispensable oi necessary to 
carry our foiccs to so great a distance into a foreign countiy, I am ^persuaded 
they would have directed their first officer to he elevated to the highest rank 
known m their service, as a measure which, in its elTects, would tend to the 
acquitcment of credit and reputation to. their arms, and would have ordered 
that he should be supported m his authority and consequence so as host to 
convey to the country Princes the highest idea of the power and magnificence 
which the Company have arrived at, and which they sought to maintaiu in 
tho Empiie 

Such I am humbly confident would now be the injunctions of our 
Hon’ble Masters, were it possible to give them immediate notice of the present 
situation of their affairs in this country, and as their Administration here 
must of Fpcessity act discretionajily m circumstances such as the present, 
where the event could not be seen, and consequently could not be provided 
for by thfe Court of Directors, I cannot give myself room to doubt t^t they 
would clearly perceive the propriety and necessity of departing in a small 
degree from their directions on this occasion, and that the measure of granting 
a Brevet for the rank of Brigadier under the eame provisional condition 
that I hold my appointment to the command of the army, namely, until 
their pleasure he known, wduld meet with their approbation. At the same 
time that their authority of confirmation is reserved, the juncture would m my 
humble opinion justify it. 

And though you, Gentlemen, should, on the contrary, think that the measure 
which I liave taken the liberty of suggesting cannot pnth propri^^ty be adopted, be 
assort that I will not with the less alacrity exert myself for the public advan¬ 
tage, but patiently wait the pleasure of the Court ot Directors, indulging my¬ 
self in the meantime, however, with the hope that what I have here advanced 
may mduce these our ^on’ble Masters to make such provision on this hdad as 
will tend to the future good of their seryice and prevent.the like discouragement 
to succeeding commanding offioers* 

7» F. D, 
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That I am ambitious enough to court rank I will not deny. Ambition 
glows in the breast of every goldier; bdt this I can assure you of a truth. Gentle¬ 
men, that the political interest of the Company and « hat I esteem the real good 
of the public service have prompted nje much more to this address than the 
gratification of my own privatp desires. 

With hearty wishes for success to yourunremitted endeavoi\rs for promot¬ 
ing the interests of the Company and ensuring to yourselves credit and repu¬ 
tation, believe me with great esteem and respect, &c., &c. 

The 2Ut February 1774 ' - A. CHAMPION. 


The Board admit of tlie truth of the argument urged by the Commander- 
in-Chief, and are clearly of opinion that upon the principle laid down by our 
Hon’ble Masters, the rank and title of the Commander-an-Chief are essential 
to the support of hia influence and authority, nevertheless they think tliera- 
selves positively interdicted by the Company’s orders of the 10th of April 
1771 from granting the present Commander-m-OJiief a title or r.ink superior 
to what he now possesses • The Board therefore can only refer this point 
to the.Hon’hle the Court of Directors with their opinion for their consideration 
and final orders upon it. Agieed that it be accordingly referred in the next 
general letter. 

The Commander-iu-Chief takes his leave of tlie Board on his departuie to 
take the command of the army on its march to assist the Viaier. 


Monday, ^ Foit William, the 9th May 17 f4f 

At a Consultation, present • 

The Hon’ble W’arren Hastinos, Prestdenl. 

William Aldersey, Esq. 

. P M, D ACRES, Esq 

James «Lawrell, Esq. 

JouN Graham, Esq. 

George VansitiaRt, Esq. 

Nicholas G rubber, Esq 
M R Goodwin, indisposed. 

The President lays before the Board the following copy of a letter and entlosares addiessed 
to the Select (’oramittee which is just arrived tiona the Command 65 .in-Chief — 

Colonel cbaippion’a ncoonnt To the Hon’ble Wanen Hastings, President, &c , Members 

of the victory over the BoIuUm of the Select Committ?® 

Gentlemen,— -In a letter of the 22nd to the President, I gave a full account 
of the progress of the'army from the 19th, the success of the feint made use of 
to draw the^Rijhillas out of their post, behind Cuttera,’with my resolution of 
taking the advantage of their movement, and yesterday I had the inexpressible 
satisfaction of transmitting a short note to the Governor with the news of the 
victory, of which I am now to give the particulays. 

About 3 o’clock in the morning the brigade, with five battalions of the, 
Vizier’s regulars and 'the Najib Fultan, consisting of about 4,00Q matchlock 
men, began to cross to the westward hide of the Gurra ‘River, and, 'Jvitli much 
perseverance, dragged the artillery over a brohd apd heavy sand to the opposite 
plains. 

The armies marched in three columns towards the Babul Nullah, witli 
intentions to have it on our right flank when we shCuld engage we had 
proceeded about 6 miles when our scouting horsemen' brought notice that 
they bed descried some of the enemy’s cavalry, nor had we advanced half a 
coss more when I could see their colours and very httle further before their 
tents appeared. 

96 
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My intelligence proved very good, for I soon afterw arda clearly observed 
tliat we were upon tiie enemy’s left flank, withm 1,$00 yards of winch on a 
rising ground which had hitherto obstructed our view was a village and tope 
which I ordered to be immediately occupied by part of the left column of 
the matchlock men This was a post of great importance, and it was a great 
oversight of the enemy not to have possessed themselves of it, as we might 
have paid very dear for dislodging of them. 

Saving led the line about 200 yards beyond this village, we filed off to the 
right towards the nullah by sub-divisions, and now (about 8 o’clock) the enemy*^ 
artillery opened upon us The compliment was returned by two guns whicli I 
had placed on an eminence to amuse them whilst our army was forming m order 
of battle. 

The corps of cadets and sepoy grenadiers led by Major Hannay and th\ee 
battalions of the biigade sepoys composed the right wing, commanded by Lieu 
tenant-Colonel Leslie, these and the European regiment soon gave a full front 
to the enemy, and whilst they gradually inclined to the right under a severe 
cannonade, returned the salute with tlieir guns 

The three remaining battalions of our own sepoys, under the command of 
Major Eyres, composed a second line, and the two divisions of the Najib Eultan 
covered the Hanks of oiii army. Whilst we advanced slowly towards the enemy, 
the cannonade on both sides became very smart, and by degrees as the Nabob’s 
regulars, who had marched m the rear of our coluuln, came np, they dressed 
with the European regiment and became the left wing m place of the match¬ 
lock men, who inclined to the left to give them ground and cpvei their flank , 
but this wing was not completely formed till 9 o’clock. 

Hafiz and his army, consisting of about 40,000, Shewed great bravery and ' 
resolution, annoying us with then artillery and rockets, tliey made repeated 
attempts to chargi', but our guns being so much better served tbantbeirs, kept 
SO constant and galling a fite that they could not advance, and when they were 
closest there was the greatest slaughter they gave proofs of a good share of 
military knowledge by showing inclinations to force both our flanks at the 
same time, and endeavouring to call off our attention by a brisk fire on our centre. 

They seemed particularly desirous to distress our right flank, and with 
that view brought four guns and a large quantity of rockets from a consider- 
able distance to enfilade us, at the same time lining the nullah (which could 
not tor some time be observed for long grass) with some of their troops, 
in ordei to rush upon us* should our right be thrown into confusion 

Perceiving their intention, I directed a few shells to he played upon them, 
whilst a battalion from our right was ordered to dislodge the enemy from the 
nulkh The bdttahou sent on this service soon performed it, and advanced 
80 briskiv after the enemy that, fearing lest they should go too far, 1 ordered 
the battalion on the right of the second line to support them 

Never was I rpore fully convinced of the utility of a second line than 
on this occasion, for in the course of the day I found it necessary to send all 
the three battalions which foriped.it to cover the right flank. It is impossible 
to describe a more obstmate firmness of resolution tlian the enemy displayed 
numerous were their gallant men who advanced and often pitched their colours 
between both armies, m order to encourage their men to follow them, and it 
was not till they saw our whole army advancing briskly to charge them, after 
a severe cannonade of 2 (^ours 20 minutes, and a smart fire ot musketry for 
some minutes on both flanks, that they fairly turned their backs. 

The battalions then formed into separate columns, and with beat of drum 
and fifes playing the army passed, in glory through the Rohflla camp. 

And now came on the after-^ame of the few horse the N.ibob sent to the 
field- No sooner was the enemy irrecoverably broke, than they pushed after 
them aild got much plunder in money, elephants, and camels, &c , &e , &c. 
Their camp equipage (which was all standing, and proves that we came on 
them by surprise) with whatever effects they could not carry off fell a sacrifice 
to the ravages of the Nabob*s people, whilst the Company’s troops m regular 
order in their ranks most justly observed, “ We have the honour of the day and, 
theshbandits the profit.” 
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I nfWi I could pay tho Vmier any eomplitripnt on this occasion, or tlmt 
I were not under the indispensable necessity of expressing my highest indigna¬ 
tion at his sl’iameful pusilanimity—indispensable I say, because it is t]pces9ary 
that tlie Adniinistratiou should clearly know how little to be depended upon 
js this their ally 

Tlie night before the battle I applied to liira for some particular pieces of 
cannon which I thought might pvAve of great sprvice m action, but he 
declined giving the use of tliem, and though the honour of thp English 
arms was called' in question by the forward rashness of tlie enemy in challeng¬ 
ing us to b ittle and abandoning their posts, yet did the Viziei urge me to 
decline the fighi, and make another march on the eastward side of the Gurra 
towards Pealyhect thus would he have ms[)ired the enemy, whose numbers 
would have been reinfOiced with neat twelve thousand men hastening under 
different leaders to tlieii aid 

However, when he found me determined, he promised solemnly to support 
me with all his foroo, and particularly engaged to be close at Hand with a large 
body ol cavaliy to he used as I 8liouId»dircct, but instead ot being nigh me 
he remained beyond the Guria, on the giound winch I had left in the morning, 
surrounded by his cavaliy and a coips tiam ol aitillery, and did not move 
troni thence till the news of the enemy’s defeat, loached him 

To this breach of lus faith was owing the danger which followed from the 
enemy’s enfilading the right flank of your army, which might have been attend¬ 
ed with consequences that I dread to think ©t, Imt from the advantage derived 
from our second lipe This, however, was not all, tor it his cavaliy had been up 
to have pressed upon the enemy in their flight, they must have made prodigious 
havock, might have totally disabled them from making head again, and ren¬ 
dered any defence of re<ilybeet absolutely impracticable, by thinning their num¬ 
bers and getting between tUe leinamder of their stronghold 

I have been thus particular witli regard to the Vuuer’s conduct that it may . 
be better known liow to'dcal with luinm future 

Of the enemy above 2,000 fell m the field, and amongst them many sirdars, 
of your army little moie than a hundred and not a single officer Standards 
we have taken without number, and above ftity pieces ot eannon, but what 
renders the victory most decisive is the death ol Hatiz. Rahmut, who was killed 
whilst bravely rallying his people to battle one of lus sons was also killed, 
one taken prisoner, a thud letumed from fUght to-day and is in the hands ot 
Sujah. • 

I cannot. Gentlemen, bettor convey to your mmds the sense which I hav(> 
of the conduct of your army on this occasion than by enclosing hciewith a 
copy of my return of tlianks Signified m the orders of this Say. I have to 
wish that it was m my power most libbrally to reward such distinguished 
gallantry, but since that is not the case, I do most earnestly recommend them 
to every possible mark of the bounty and favour of Government 

I liave only to add that the Gentlemen who showed sufth alertness and 
presence ot mind in carrying my orders to the different bodies bf the army 
during the course of the action were Captain Allen McPherson, Captain 
Edward Sliowen, Lieutenants William Bruce, and Robert Rame, and Ensigns 
John and Alexander Murray, and that I am with much respect, &c., &c , 

Camp on the Fields of St George , ^ A. CHAMPION 

The 34th Aprtl 1774* 


P.S—1 have the honour to enclose a general return of tbe killed, 
wounded, and missing of the several corps engaged at the Battle, of St. 
George 

Extract of Orders, April the 28id, 1774 

• The Oonlmander-in-Chief is so entirely satisfied with the behaviour of 
the troops yesterday that words*cannot sufficiently express his approbation. 

98 • ’ . 



9 

, He is at a loss to say "wliether the cheerfulness and attention of his brave 
officers or the undaunted steadiness of the Soldiery claim most applauSe. * 

* Capjtain Bailhe and the Gentlemen of his Corps, in the service of the 
artillery, gave great satisfaction, as did the alacrity, and distinctness of the 
officers employed in disiributing orders. 

To the whole ^my the Commander-in-Chief gives the fullest measure 
of his thanks, and wjill, with much pleasure, commend them to the Adminis¬ 
tration. 

Particular pains to be, taken in explaining this Order to the Native ' 
troops • , •' 


Return of Gun and Howitzer ammunition ejrpended tn the Baltle.of St (feorqe, fought near the 
. Bogqah Nullah, on the 23rd of April 1774 Head-Quarters Camp near the Boggah Nullah, ~ 

• 24tk April 1774 



n P.D. 



J general return of the killed, vounded, and muting of the different Corpa engaged in the Battle of St Oeorge, near the Boggah Nnllah, on the 83rd April 1774. 
Head- Quart-era Camp near tie Boggah Nullah, the 24tk April 1774. 
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Jleturn of the enemtf^i eannoii brought into the Park Ariiliery, 24th Jprti 1774. 



&loQnl»d on 
carnages 

Wltliout 

1 oama^ee 

Biasg, of drfferent cahbfes ... 
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8 

• ^ 

Iron of „ „ . . . ,i 
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Iron organ machines 
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Total 
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IS B,—Eight bioag and iron gaua ifrith the Oienadier Corps not inoladed 


SAMUEL KILPATRICK, 
Brigade Major 
A. CHAMPION. 


Resolved that the following letter be written to the Commander-In-Chief — 

To Colonel Alexander Champion, Commander-in.Chiet of the 
• lictte/ to Colonel Cham Forces under this Presidency 


Sib, —The President has communicated to us the particulars of the victory 
obtained by the troops under your command over the army of the Rohillas. 

We cannot on this occasion neglect expressing, as early as possible, the great 
satisfaction ^ve‘received in tlve news, and the high sense wc entertain of your 
abilities and conduct both in the operations which preceded and in the action 
itself. So decisive an mst&nce of the superiority of the Company's arms 
cannot fail of reviving in all its force the reputation they formerly acquired in 
Indostan, and which ten years of peace had doubtless in some degree weakened 
in the minds of thePnnqes of the country. We are happy to find your resolution 
and military skill were so well seconded by the valour and discipline of the 
troops, and while we desire you may receive personally the thanks of the Board 
for the signal service you have on this occasion performed, we request you may 
in the like manner convey to the officers, soldiers, and sepoys under your com¬ 
mand our sense of their behaviour and of our firm rehance on their courage and 
discipline on every future occasion. 

We are also exceedingly happy to learn from the communications which 
the President has made us that you have, in the whole course of the campaign, 
been so attentive to maintain the stnetest order and discipline among the troops, 
and that you from the beginning opposed and at last obtained a stop to be 
put to the devastation of the Rohilla country by the army of the Vizier, a mis¬ 
taken policy altogether incompatible with the desigb of the war and repugnant 
, to humanity, and we have a sensible pleasure in testifying our entire approba¬ 
tion of your conduct in this respects Ttmr preserving such steady order and 
discipline on entering the Bohilla camp after victory equally merits cur 
applause, and it redounds greatl)f to the honour of our troops that they did not 
allow themselves on this occasion to be hurried by bad examples into those 
excesses which are unworthy of regular soldiers, and which we trust will always 
1)6 the pride of our army to avoid. 

We are, <Sfco., &o. 

Poet Wipliam; 

The 9th May 1774, 
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• Port William, the 23rd May 1774. 

. At a Consultation, Prbsent. 

The Hon’ble Wakkbn Hastings, President 
P. M. Bacbes,. J!sq 
James Lawbell, Esq. 

Henby Goodwin, Esq 
John Gbaham, Esq.^ 

Niguolas Gbdber, Esq 

Read and appioved the Puoceedings of the 16tlf May. 

Received a letter fiom the Commander in-Chief in the followincr 

Coloael Champion. tei ms _ • * 

To the Hon’ble Wabeen Hastings, President^ Council 

of Fort Wtlltmi 

Gentlemen, —In a letter of the 27th ultimo, I acquainted the Gbvernor 
that the army would canton at this place during the ensuing rams Under date 
the 2nd instant I repeated the same information with this addition, that having 
requested the Nabob to point out wherein the army could further serve him 
before the weC season came on, he declared his opinion that nothing more 
should be undertaken, and signified his desire that I would canton the troops. 

I also told the Piesident that the Vizier is in full possession of all Nafiz 
Ramit’s country this I mentioned from my own Jcnowledge, and, upon* the 
Nabob's authority, that he was also Master of Only and Bissonly belonging to 
the son of Dundy Cawn. 

But this morning, after the ground for the cantonments had been pitched* 
upon, his Excellency paid me a visit, ahd to my great surprise, requested I 
would move on with and canton the army near Bissonly, 18 coss from hencej 
on the banks of the Yarwastadar River, alleging’that he has not yet obtaine’d 
absolute possession of Bissonly, in wluch he says there is treasure to a very 
large amount 

I immediately proposed to- detach a part of the troops to put him m pos¬ 
session of Bissonly, after which they could,‘in a few days, rejoin the army at 
this place, but }. expressed disinclination to canton the troops higher up the 
country than we now are. 

The reasons I offered were that all our ammunition and store boats with the 
contractor’s arrack boats, &c , had been ordered up the'Gamu’bry River in con¬ 
sequence of His Excellency’s express desire that we should canton near Birelly , 
that their returning* again down the Gamhdry and getting back into the Ganges 
would take much time, and not only retard the supplies of ammunition, of 
which we aie much in want on account of the great expense of ihe 23rd of 
April, hut also subject the officers and soldiers tq great distress for want of Ne¬ 
cessaries and liquois, which* are very essential to the preservation of their health 
in this country, where the quality of the water is often pernicious, that the 
Yarwafladar is a river hardly known to us but by its name, that the place* of 
its junction with the Ganges, and how far it is navigable, is uncertain, nor can 
it be known how the inhabitants of the countries through which it runs might 
be disposed towards us, that supposing the boats were ordered to continue 
their way up the Gamhury River, or direct to return and proceod up the Ganges 
till they came on a line with Bissonly, they wOOld, in either case, hq above * 
seventeen cogs from the place proposed tpr ojir cantonments, and it is not 
certain whether the road to them would be passable in tbe^’rains , fiiat we 
could not afford large detachments for eseortsi and that even, if we could, it 
would be to little purpose, unless we wcto at an absolute certainty as to the 
station we should occupy in the rains, with regard to which His Excellency, 
might perhaps change his mind again j that our crossing and cantoning beyond 
the Cossy and Ramganga Rivers, which are veiy broad and rapid in the Tains, 
would render our communication with the country we have already conquered, 
and of course wtth the Nahob’s*Provmce8 of Oude, Korah, dnd Allahabad, very 
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difficult; and that our supplies of provisions for the army would consequently 
be very precarious, since the Nabob confessedly depends chiefly on such as will 
be furnished from his own country 

Besides these reasons I hod several others which were not for his ear, 
viz., that in case it should be the pleasure of the Administration, on any account, 
to recall their troops, or in the event that I should find it indispensably neces¬ 
sary to return down the country from a want of provisions, or on account of 
being in too great arrears of pay, the difficulty and danger of le-crossing the said 
two rivers would be obviated. 

All I could say had not sufficient weight with his Excellency , and as the 
power of control is entirely in his hands, I can only regret that ho makes 
so absolute and so improper an use ot it, my chief motive, however, for giving 
so implicit acquiescence to his every request is to pi event the smallest pretence 
or excuse for not fulfilling the terms of liis letter of requisition ot aid, namely, 
the payment of 40 lakhs of rupees to the Company when he should be put in 
possession of the whole or half of the Bohilla country, or when an accommoda¬ 
tion should take place 

Here I am most heartily to hope that it is clearly understood between you, 
Gentlemen, add His Excellency what the half of the Rohilla country is, for 
otherwise much altercation may arise on this head. 

Many circumstances may perhaps concur to reuder it inexpedient for you 
to push the conquest of the Rohilla country My letter to the Select Com¬ 
mittee of the 24th April, to* winch I beg leave to refer you, aviU pretty.clearly 
show that there is considerable dangei in trusting your troops with the Vizier 
on actual service you must lay your account with sustaining the whole weight 
of the war, nay, it is worse, he will feed your commander with solemn promises 
of support and yet disappoint him. 

But supposing the Vizier as firm as could be wished, it is not improbable 
that a foreign enemy may, after the rams, reduce him to the necessity of 
retiring to his own dominions in order to protect them from invasion, in this 
case the Rohilla country will fall a prey to others, for he cannot both keep it 
and defend his own dominions, unless our Government give him another bri¬ 
gade, which perhaps they may not choose to do 

Now I do not conceive that we are obliged to maintain him in possession of 
this new acquisition, and if ho shall bo obliged to evacuate it betore the 40 
lakhs are acknowledged due to the Company, ho will most probably use every 
endeavour to evade payment, for I am sorry to confess that Uis Excellency is 
apt to equivocate 

It is said that Ahmet Oawn has given his country (which lies between 
Dundy Cawn’s) to the king, and indeed the treatment of the family of Hafiz will 
perfectly justify the other chiefs in every step they can take to avoid coming 
under the power of Sujah Dowlah. 

It concerns me much to have your instructions. Gentlemen, how to act in 
case it proves true that Ahmet Cawn’s country is actually ceded to his Majesty, 
and I am to request you will favour me with them as soon as possible 

Whisperers tell mo there was a previous agreement between Nizif Cawn* 
on the part of the King, and the Vizier for a partition of the Rohilla country* 
and that Nizif Cawn (who we know is in the field and was on his way to join 
the Nabob till he heard of the defeat of Hafiz) is marching to possess himself 
of Zabidy Cawn’s country, which is the most lemote of tho Rohilla dominions. 

On the supposition of the tfUth of this news, and that the Nabob should on 
account of the advantages he has gained by the force of our arms disown any 
agreement with Nizif Cawn, I would gladly have your directions. 

All that could possibly be effected before the rams is already done, except¬ 
ing to Bissonly, which, notwithstanding what the Nabob said this morning, I 
am well assured is occupied by part of his troops, when ho Inld me there was 
immense treasure there I suspected he bad disguised intentions, and my sus¬ 
picions ha\e been greatly strengthened, since he was with me, by an information 
that the treasure which he pretends is at Bissonly is really in the place and 
town of Berelly, every avenue to »which is shut up by his troops, m so much 
78 F. D. p 
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that a single inhabitant cannot get out o£ the place, and that his sole view in 
requiring me to mo\e is no other than lest it might be known what riches be 
may find m the place or tiie means he may use to obtain them. 

This much I am under the necessity of declaring, that I am greatly afraid 
the Vizier’s behaviour to the family of the Nabob Hafiz Ramit, and to the inha¬ 
bitants of his country, will render our connection with him reproachful to us, 
and tend to lessen that reputation of our justice which had heretofore prevailed 
in these countries 

As I received my instructions from your Board, I have thought it proper 
to submit these matters to your consideration, that you may do me the honour 
of signifying your pleasure concerning them. 

I remain with great respect, 
llon’ble Sii and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 


Camp near Berelly, the 4th May 1774. 


A. CHAMPION. 


Upon the case slated by Colonel Cliarnpion in the above lettei, ‘'that Aumed Cawn may 
have jrivpii up his countiy to the King, ” the lioaid aie of opinion that we ought still to support 
tilt Vuicr’s pretensions to that umutij — 


But iu discussing this case a doubt having arisen concerning the propriety 
KruoKu.! to oppoiia tiie of Opposing tlio King, should he appear himself in person 
|!r''t?n«uinr to*'or*tho to asscrt liis preteiisious to any part of the Rohilla 
Kohiii.. touotry countty Within the prescribed ime of our plan or of our 

piesent military operations 

The question is now put, how in that case we shall 
act. Resolved by the majority of the Board that we 

should oppose him 


Li.wiflii and On* Messrs Lawtcll and Graham are of opinion that we 
imm object sliould not oppose him 

The majority of the Board recoid the following reasons for the above re¬ 
solution. 


I. —Because it is well known that the king has no power of his own, but is 
entirely governed by those who have possession of his person or authority, 
being in effect the mere instrument to execute and sacretify their designs. This 
reason induced the Board to authorize General Sir Robert Barker last year to 
act openly agafinst the Marhattas, although they proposed to execute only the 
commands of the King, and brought him with them into the field to authorize 
their transactions. He is now in the hands of Mudgedo Dowla and Nejjif 
Cawn, the former of wliom derives lus influence from the possession of the 
King’s person, the latter from the command of his forces, but both are univers¬ 
ally regarded as acting entirely from their own authority The same reasons 
therefore which would impel this Government to oppose the thing when he came 
against our ally the last year vn person at the head of a Marhatta army equal¬ 
ly subsist for opposing him now should he lend tiie sanction to Nejjif Cawn or 
any other styling himself his servant 

5.—Because if it is just and lawful to oppose the Minister of the King in 
the execution of his orders, it is equally so to oppose the King himself in the 
execution of the same designs; this GovemAent owes no allegiance to Shah 
Alum 


3 —Because if it be established as a rule that the King in person may com* 
mand our acquiescence in such acts as we should oppose were hd not present, it 
would prove an infallible means of inviting him to an interposition of his 
personal authority in every measure which he should be Engaged in, and to an 
actual invasion of the possessions of our ally; nor could we consistently with 
that principle dispute even his pretensions to the countries or plabes which are 
the incontrovertible property of the Company, if he chose to employ the same 
argument to enforce them. 
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4. Because the admission of such a pnnciplo, hitherto unknown and un- 
practiced in any other part of the world, would at once annihilate the right which 
the Company have acquired by treaty to the sum stipulated for the conquest of 
the Kiohilla country Since the Vizier might justly refuse to discharge it, if 
our Commander-In-Chief should refuse to proceed in his operations in case of the 
King’s joining the enemy m person, no provision having been made for such an 
event m our engagement with the Vizier, which on the part ot the Company 
was expressly for tlie conquest of the Rohilla countiy 


Messrs Lawrell and Graham beg leave to record their objections to the Resolution as 
follows — 

"We are of opinion that we should not oppose the King, should he appear m 
the field in person to assert his pietensions to • any part ot the Kohilla domi¬ 
nions, but leave it to the Vizier to satisfy his claim by negotiation , to attack 
the King with our forces is to step furl her forth in the cause oL the Vizier 
than we have reason to believe he would do in his own, for whatever opinion we 
may entertain ofithe insufficiency of the King’s title to the empire, or of the empti¬ 
ness ot las character, the same sacred veneration winch is by all nations paid to 
Majesty is observed towards him by the subject of Hindustan, The principles 
and tenets of their religion influence them in geneial to tins attachment and 
allegiance, and the Vizier has in particular a powerful motive m policy for bis 
personal attachment, for he can never ittempt to depieciato the title or 
character of the King (which nothing can testily more strongly than hisappsar- 
ing in aims against him) without virtually lessening his own dignity and re¬ 
putation as his Vizier—a circumstance winch we apprehend would neither suit 
with his private pride nor his public ambition We are firmly of opinion there¬ 
fore that the Vizier would not himselt diaw his swoid m anger against the 
King, and we know of no such indispensable call upon us as to induce us to do 
it for .him , besides we are yet ignoiant what degree ot attention or regard may 
have been paid by His Bntaniuc Majesty’s Ministers to the mission of Major 
Moinson, and ue think wo should be cautious of taking any steps, m this 
critical junctuie of the Company’s affairs, which may be liable to draw down on 
them or ourselves the displeasure or censuie of liis Majesty’s Government. 

JAMES LAWRELL. 

J. GRAHAM 


The President remarks on this occasion an iriegulanty m Colonel 
Colonel chan>p.on-e nddro.e Champion’s addressing his letter to the President and 
irreguiitr Council, wlieu by Ins instructions he is directed to cor¬ 

respond with the Select Committee. He observes that by dividing his corres¬ 
pondence between the two Boards, he must leave his infoimation to either 
very imperfect, besides subjecting himself perhaps to receive instructions from 
each Board separately, which may tend to destroy the general consistency which 
ought to be preserved in his conduct and operations It is for this purpose 
chiefly that the Select Committee was instituted and paiticularly charged with 
the political branch of administration, having it still in their power to refer to 
the Board m cases of groat nicety or to which they judge their power does not 
extend. He therefore proposes that the Commander-In-Chief be desired for the 
future to address his public letters either to the Select Committee or tlie 
President according to hiS original instructions. 

The Board concurs with the President m his opinion and proposal, and 
agree that Colonel Champion he directed aoeordiugly. 
Select Committee and in the intermediate time, until the Commander-in* 


Chief shall have it in his power to conform to this order,— 

A freed that any future letters received from him on the operations of the 
war addressed to theBoard be opened, considered, and answered by the Select 
Committee. 
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Friday. Fort William, the 3rd June 1774. 

At a Consultation, Psesbnt. 

The Hon’ble Waeebn Hastings, President, 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

Jambs Lawebll, Esq. 

John Geaham, Esq. 

Nicholas Geuebbe, Esq 

The Consultation of the iiSrd ultimo read and approved. 

The Board being assembled to consider the following refeience from the Select Committee, an 
Select Committee refer a extract of their Pioceediiigs upon the occasion is here recorded, 
letter from Colonel Champion with the lettei from Colonel Champion refened to 
Extract of the Select Committee Proceedings, the 2nd June 1774 

Head the following letter from the Oommander-in-Chief addressed to the 
President and Council. 

The Committee considering the subieets of this letter as of the greatest 
importance and of the most alarming tendency, are unwilling to decide upon 
it % their own authority, especially as their present number consists of two 
members only. 

Agreed, theiefore, that it ho referred with this day’s Proceedings to the 
President and Council in their Secret Depaitment. 

JAMES LALLY. 

L 

Sttb‘Secretary, Select Committee. 

To the Hon’ble Waeren Hastings, 

President, , Council of Fort TFilhain^^^^ 

'-.O' 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, —In an address of the dtii nt 
I intimated to you a surmise that an agreement had been, some time ago, made 
between the King and Vizier for a partition of the Eohilla country, and that 
it was said Nizilf Khan, on the part of bis Majesty, was maichmg to possess 
himself of Zabidy Khan’s country. 

On the 6th the latter part of this intelligence was contradicted, and I ad¬ 
vised the Governor that Niziil Khan had determined on coming to this place, 
where he accordingly arrived two days before the Nabob and I did 

In several conferences with' the Vizier, he assured me that he did not know 
what business brought Niziff Khan On the other hand, Nizilf told me that when 
the Vizier was at Cowriagunge, he prevailed with him to go to Delhy in order to 
influence his Majesty to take the field, and countenance the conquest of the 
Rohillas, on the express condition that half the country should bo to his 
Majesty, that he, Nizilf, accordingly, induced the King to leave Delhy and 
display the Royal Standard, that his Majesty having, however, been taken ill, 
was obliged to relinquish his intentions of cpntinuing in the field in person, but 
commissioned Niziff Khan to represent him and act in bis name as if he were 
present, that accordingly Niziff with his army were in full maich to join the 
Vizier when he received the news of the defeat of the Rohillas, that his 
business here was to demand the performance of the condition on. which the 
King’s troops took the field, that he had sent for a copy of the agreement, and 
■would not declare his business to the Vizier until it came It was the expecta¬ 
tion of being able to send down a duplicate of that writing that made me avoid 
mentioning this matter in any of my letters since the 6th, but it has not been 
produced, nor have I had any conference with the Vizier on that head , and I 
am now to introduce another subject. 

The Nabob EeizuUa Khan, who, with some of his people, was in battle on 
the part of Nafiz, and made his retreat good towards the mountains, with all 
his treasure, which according to the most moderate accounts is said to amount 
75 lacks of rupees in ready jnoney, has addressed me by letter offering to 
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throw himself upon my protection, accompanied with a message proposing to 
pay the Nabob 80 lacks upon being remstated in his country, which yields 
from SIX to eight lacks per annum 

Determined to deal open^ with the Vizier, to prevent the least pretence 
for a breach of his agreement, I went yesterday morning and signified Feizulla 
Khan's desire to him. 


His Excellency said he would not give him back a span of his country for 
a crore of rupees, that he had no objection to my protecting EeizuUa Khan’s 
^rson, but that the treasure must be considered as the property of his 
Excellency, independent of the English; that he would consider of sending a 
body of his own army with some of the Company’s forces in pursuit of the 
fugitive and his riches. I offered him the Grenadier corps for that service, 
but he desired leave to think of the matter till the afternoon. 

Indisposition having rendered it inconvenient for his Excellency to come 
abroad, I waited on him again in the evening, and was told that he would think 
of the* subject of the morning's conversation till this day. 

Upon my reminding him that that vs^as my second visit m one day, and 
desiring immediately to know his determination, he was put to the necessity 
of confession that he had already entered into an agreement to detach part of 
his own troops, under Elioh Khan, with Niziff Khan and his army, to seize the 
Nabob Feizulla and his treasure, that as they were cavalry, and as the service 
required the utmost expedition, our infantry could not keep up with them, and 
therefpre it would he unnecessary to send any. 

Since the defeat of the Bohillas, the Nabob has plundered the whole 
country, in so much that in Pealybeet, Birelly, Oulab, and Bisonly he has found 
jewels and money above and under ground, elephants, camels, horses, and 
other effects, to the value, I am confident;, of above fifty lacks of rupees, besides 
what the individuals of his army have possessed themselves of, and if he can 
lay hold of Feizulla Khan’s treasure and effects, his acquisition, lu ready 
money, &c., will exceed a crore of rupees. 

These are circumstances which I believe were not foreseen, Gentlemen, 
otherwise I persuade myself you would have made further condition# with the 
Vizier both on account of the Company and of your army. 


The express stipulation that your troops should serve for a certain fixed 
sum has prevented my interfering; but I cannot help thinking it very unjusti¬ 
fiable in the Vizier to call in Nizif Khan’s forces to the exclusion of your brave 
troops, who reduced the Bohillas to the state of non-resistance, and who, 
therefore, ought surely to have the preference in any service of advantage. 
Oertain it is that Nizif Khan cannot have been brought into the measure, but 
upon condition of sharing considerably of the riches of Feizulla Khan, and 
hopes of further plunder in the country. 

It is a matter of very great concern to me, Gentlemen, that no provision was 
made for your army m the event which has happened; but I hope that if ydu 
have not already, in consequence of my letter to the Governor of the 28th 
ultimo, you will now he pleased to interest yourselves in their behalf, fdr it 
must be extremely discouraging to your troops rf they are not attended to on 
this occasion. 

By their gallantry they have reduced this country, and, of course, gained 
the Company half a million of mon.ey, they have moreover been the ennehers 
of Sujan ul Dowlab to an immense amount; before their faces be has seized 
these riches, and he Ma not even thanked them for their services. 

These matters. Gentlemen, are in my opinion of the highest importance, and 
deserve yOur most serious consideration. The good temper and forbearance of 
your army under such temptation is matter Of the greatest admiration, and 
a source of infinite satisfaction to me; but I must confess I am afraid" that, 
if some mark of favour and gratification for their services is not manifested, it 
may be somewhat dangerous ever to try an experiment of this kind again, or 
to put the temper and patience of any part of your troops so n^uoh to the 
proof. 
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Situated as I am, it falls only to my province to submit these matters to 
your wisdom and deliberation , and I have only, at present, to«add that, upon 
my honour, self-interest has not dictated a line of this address, to which I have 
been prompted by a just sense of the. Vizier’s conduct and a warm regard for 
troops who have rendered themselves very dear to me, and whose interest I 
shall ever seek to promote 

Camp Bissonly , ^ I have the honour, &c , 

The 16tk May 1774 A CHAMPION 
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Proceedings of tiie Secret Select Committee from 20th June to 28th 
December 1774. 


Fort Wilbam, the 20th June 1774 
At a Consultation, present 
Secret Dept The Hon’blb Wareen Hastings, President 
Monday. Will[am Aldbrsby, Esq., who being returned from, the 

awnings resumes his Seat at the Board. 

John Graham, Esq 

Nickolas Gruebbr, Esq 

Messrs Dacres and Lawrell at the Committee of Revenue. 

Re.ul and approved the Consultation of the 3rd instant 

Road the following letter and inelosure whioh is received fiotn Sir Robert Ilarland, His 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary in India. 

Fort St Oeorqe, the 29th May 1774, 

(3entlbmen, —A few days ago I had the honor of receiving a letter from 
. 1 Mr Law, His Most Christian Majesty’s Minister and 

of noSin^nnformeT^^ Plenipotentiary in India, dated tho 23rd May, and in- 
dispute with tho French at closiug copics of your letter to the Council of Chan* 
dernagoio, dated the 7th March, and of Mr Chevalier’s 
answer dated the 24th of the same month, together with a copy of his protest 
relative to his withdrawing the French Factory from Dacca 

It appears rather extraordinary to me that you should hive entered into a 
correspondence with Mr Chevaber on matters of differences between the sub¬ 
jects of the two nations, without making the least communication to me on that 
head, especially as you were well acquainted both from ,me, and from your 
superiors, with the Commission of Plenipotentiary with which His Majesty had 
honoured me, to enquire into and settle all such disputes as had arisen or 
might arise between the trading subjects of both nations, and when I see by 
your letter to Mr Chevalier, that you have transmitted all the papers on that 
business to yopr employers, without acquainting me with such transactions, it 
becomes me to demand of you, your reasons for this conduct, that I may lay 
them before the Secretary of State for his Majesty’s information. Meanwhile I 
cannot help taking notice of the great difference between your conduct m this 
business and that of the Presidency of Fort 8t. George on a like occasion as 
you will see by tho copy of their letter to Sir John Lindsay, which I have 
enclosed for your pei usal. 

Although you have not thought proper to lay this business regularly be* 
fore me, yet m justice to the Commission with which I am honoured I think it 
incumbent on me to take notice of the following circumstances —first by order 
of your Chief at Dacca, a Jemadar belonging to the French Factory there was 
pubbely flogged without any application to the Chief of his nation—an aot 
which would be considered as highly unjustifiable from one gentleman to an¬ 
other , but if taken qi a national light, such a punishment ordered by the sub¬ 
ject of one sovereign/to be infilioted on the subject of another, and all circum¬ 
stances considered, I am sorry to say, it has more the look of wantonness of 
power than a regard to justice—instead of which, I think I shall be justified 
in recommending to you in all such circumstances lenient measures, a strict 
regard to justice, and a constant endeavour to conciliate and prove the friend- 
imp of a power so well-disposed to be upon amicable terms with our nation. 
Sudi would not only be good policy but perfectly consistent with the intentions 
of Government; and second, I cannot help remarking it as a new mode of pro- 
ceedmg, that you accept of the exculpatory deposition of a person against whom 
the complaint was made. 
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These, with other circumstances as represented to me hy Mr. Law, would 
have made me consider this tratisaction as an object of personal enquiry on the 
spot, did not my present orders put it out of my power therefore I am to 
desire of you, that you will make enquiries, and procure attested information 
of the transactions at Dacca, which have given cause for |jhis complaint, and for 
the proceedings of Mr Chevalier on the occasion, and transmit them to me as 
soon as possible that before I leave this country, which I propose to do in Sep¬ 
tember next, I may be able to give that satisfaction, which His Most Christian 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary expects of me and which Justice to liis T^Iajesty's 
intention require, and also that I may be enabled to give information on t^t 
subject to His Majesty’s Secretary of State. 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Yours, «&c. 

(Sd) R. HARLAND. 

P S .—As the transactions at Dacca may be attended with serious conse¬ 
quences, I have thought proper to send a Frigate to Bengal with this letter 


To the Honourable John Law deLansiston, Knight of the Royal and Mili¬ 
tary Order of St Louis, Brigadier and Governor General of the Fiench Nation 
in India, and to the Gentlemen of the Superior Council at Pondicherry. 

Gentlemen, —We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 8th 
instant. The enquiries which a complaint of such a nature necessarily re¬ 
quired have prevented us from sooner presenting to you this our reply. 

The King, our Sovereign, having been pleased to appoint Sir John Lindsay, 
Knight of the Bath, Commander-iu-Chief of his ships in India, to be also his 
Minister Plenipotentiary for the purpose of settling on his behalf whatever 
disputes or misunderstandings had arisen or should arise between His Majesty’s 
subjects and those of the Most Christian King, wo have laid before him the 
true state of the transactions relative to the Snow Aurora Tartar, and beg leave 
to refer you to him for information on that subject. 

Fobt St. George, We have the honour to be, &o. 

30th August 1771 (Sd) JOSIAS du Presi du Council. 


Resolved that copies of the wholfe proceedings on the dispute with the 
French concerning the complaint of Monsieur DesGranges, their Chief at Dacca, 
against Mr. Barwell, for the punishment of a Jemadar belonging to the French 
hy the Adawlut at Dacca, be prepared, and, as soon as they are ready, that a 
reply he sent to Admiral Harland’s letter transmitting them to him. 


Fort William, the Ilth July 1774(. 

At a CoNSTJLTATtOK, PRESENT. 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, President. 

Monday. Wileiau Audersby, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq 
Nicholas Gbitebeb, Esq. 

Messrs Dackes and Laweell at the Committee of Revenue. 

Fort TFtlham, the 37th May 1774. 

To Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Dear Sir,— Inclosed I send you a copy of the letter which I have 
received from Mr. Chevalier I have thought it unnecessary to lay it before the 
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Board, as I hopethaA the subject may be properly adjusted by a COTrespondence 
between us, not doubting of its proceeding from some misapprehension. 

You know the invariable principle of this Government to free the weavers 
from the state of slavery in which they have hitherto been held. If therefore 
such Muchilcas as Mr. Chevalier mentions, have been published by your orders, 
the Board will certainly disapprove and order them to be repealed on an appli¬ 
cation to them on the subject. All that I have to desire, is, that you will issue 
such orders on the present subject as may impower the French Agent to make 
their advances, and employ the weavers with the same freedom that has ever 
been allowed them. 

If there are any other circumstances in this affair which may require a 
further explanation I request you will inform me of them, that I may commu¬ 
nicate them to Mr. Chevalier. 

I am with esteem, yours, &c. 

(Sd) WAEREN HASTINGS. 


Fort William, the 29th August 1774. 

At a OONSUIiTATION, PEESENT 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Waeren Hastings, President. 

Monday William Aldeesey, Esq 

John Graham, Esq. 

Nicholas Geehbee, Esq. 

Messrs Dacres and Lawrbll at the Committe of Eevenue. 

To the Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Esq 

Sir, —Inclosed I have the pleasure of sending you copy of a letter from 
His Excellency the Vizier intimating his intentions of making a present of seven 
lakhs of rupees to the army in the field in proof of the grateful sense he has of 
their services 

I cannot help expressing great satisfaction at this instance of His Excel¬ 
lency’s bounty, which is much the moie princely, that it has proceeded entirely 
from his own free will and liberality, and that too at a time when there was no 
hope or expectation of the fund. 

His Excellency having himself made his intentions public I signified them 
to the Field officers agreeably to his wishes, for the encouragement of the troops, 
but I at the same time gave to understand that your assent is necessary, and I 
flatter me it will be given with great cheerfulness as it will be very agreeable 
to His Excellency, a proper mark of favour towards the Brigade and at the same 
time a lasting obligation conferred on. 

Camp at.Sual, Sir, 

20 coss from Pillergur, Your faithful friend, &o , 

8th August 1774. (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 

The Europeans in good health and spirits. 

Copy of a letter from the Vizier, to Colonel Champion, dated the last of 
Jommaddulawul, and enclosed in that gentleman’s letter to the Governor, of 
the 8th August 

As the English Brigade came from Calcutta to this place on my business, 
and the Gentlemen as well as the Brigade have submitted to the greatest 
fatigues and hardships in the course of it and have not yet reived any recom¬ 
pense or gratuity from me, nor have the gentlemen expre^d any wish or 
importunity on this account, I have therefore determined to give seven lakhs of 
rupees as a gratuity to the Brigade and for the gentlemen’s expenses. I give 
this letter as my bond that 6 months from this date (the last of Jommaddula- 
wul) the sum of seven lakhs of rupees shall be paid to them. I write this, my 
fnend, for your information. 

Ill 
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You may if you please inform Mr. Hastings of this, but I will undoubtedly 
pay this sum. 

Fort William, the 19th September 1774. 

At a Constji-tation, present : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President 

Monday William Alderset, Esq. 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

James Lawrell, Esq. 

John Graham, Esq 
Nickolas Greubbr, Esq. 

Read and approved the consultation of the 20th ultimo The following leference from the 
Select Committee being laid before the Boaid is now read 
Extract of the Select Committee Proceedings of the 17th September 1774 The President 
Reference from the Select lays before the Committee the following letter addiessed to him by 
Committee Colonel Champion, received yesterday, with his leply immediately 

written. 

Dear Sir,— Inclosed I send you the correspondence beteen the Vizier 
and Feizullab Khan and myself, with the substance of the conversations which 
passed between Fyzoollah Khan and Mr Murray, from which last you will 
clearly observe that Fyzoollah Khan is not his own master 

I am ]usi ilow, my good Sir, in a situation truly perplexing The Rohilla 
Country is completely and entirely conquered The fugitives are posted in a very 
strong situation within the districts of the Rajahs They have all to combat for 
Perhaps the success of the event might make Government oveilook my 
going to Lall Daug, but such approbation depends on a chance. The matter is 
very weighty, and there is more iisk than I should choose to run without a 
necessity, yet it is grating to have an enemy so near, and it will be dangerous 
should they not bo reduced, or no accommodation take place, because so soon 
as another enemy is in motion to attack the Vizier lower down, we must have 
troublesome doings, the Nabob, I surmise, is privately disposed even to give 
Fyzoollah a part of the conquered country, nay to have a family connection by 
accepting of Fyzoollah’s daughter as a wife for one of his sons, yet he will not 
give sufQcient authority to bring matters to the amicable decision he wishes for. 
I would have less difficulty m this matter but for your desire that I should 
dissuade the Vizier from giving any of the Rohilla Country to Fj zoollah I 
am perfectly firm in the opinion I before signified to you on that subject, but I 
must not put it m competition with yours The Vizier says he cannot pay the 
40 lacks till he quits the field, he tells us that lu a short time the Mahrattas will 
be in motion. They will call our attention from hence, the Rohillas—if matters 
are not decided with them one way or other—will take the advantage of our 
absence, and if we are obliged to go far down may perhaps recover their 
country, that the 40 lacks will become precarious—the Vizier will either deny 
payment on pretence that the Rohilla War is not finished or at least he will 
delay it, alleging he cannot leave the field. If the Committee’s answer to ray 
letter of the 5J9th July was arrived I should know how to proceed with certain¬ 
ty. I am hourly importuned by the Vizier, and I wish to give way to his 
mclmations as far as I can, it is therefore resolved to move five coss further 
nearer the banks of the Ganges in order more effectually to distress the enemy 
but I will if possible delay an attack till 1 receive the Committee’s answer to my 
said letter. If I am forbid to proceed the Vizier must come to terms, and the 
ready money which he may get will pay a considerable part of our 40 lacks If 
I am desired to go on I will not hesitate, but whatever happens be assured all is 
well intended by 

Camp near Pbttighr, Dear Sir, &c , &c, 

The 26th August 1774. ■ (Sd.) A. CHAMPION 
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To Colonel Cuampion, Comraander-m-Chu^f, &c 

Sir, —I have received your favour ot the 2l8t aud 20tli ultimo which both 
arrived this morning, the latter enclosing copies of your eoiiespondence on the 
subject of the late <iegotiations, and of the conversation which passed between 
Fyzoollah Khan, and Mr Murray. To this I now reply. 

I hope notwithstanding the hesitation expressed m the conclusion that you 
will have resolved on prosecuting the war to a final issue without waiting for the 
reply of the Select Committee to your letter ot the 20th July, because I think 
it appears very plainly that Fyzoollah Khan and his adherents lay at your 
mercy, because 1 apprehend much inconvenience from delays, and because I am 
morally certain that no good will be gained by negotiating If however contrary 
to this expectation you shall have suspended your opeiations or from any other 
cause the war shall not be concluded on the receipt of this, it is my express 
desire that you do on no account depute any person under your command to 
treat with the enemy but leave it wholly to the vizier to conduct every measure 
of this kind, by his own agents and in such a manner as he shall think pioper 
since he is the piincipal, and we only accessories in the war, besides by allow¬ 
ing Fyzoollah Khan to tieat with both to make appeals from you to the Vizier 
and from the Vizier to you, you can haidly fail, both of you, to become the 
instruments of his mtngues, and he will acquire a confidence from such an 
indulgence which he cannot place on his own strength or consequence 

Indeed I could not read without indignation the conversation of Fyzoollah 
Khan with Mr Murray The language of the former was highly presuming, 
insolent and evasive, and I think Mr Murray ought to have left him after the 
first interview A circumstance struck me very forcibly in Mr Murray’s nar¬ 
rative “ I came” (says Fyzoollah Khan) “ to tins place which is.the District of 
Gumial ” This intimation which was as wide as East and West from the busi¬ 
ness before him, too manifestly shows the foundation on which he built his 
hopes of succeeding by a refusal to accede to the proposition made him, and 
that he has availed himself of your supposed inability to pursue him, beyond 
the acknowledged limits of the Kohilla jurisdiction 

Although I have referred you to the Vizier for conducting all negociations, 
I by no moans wish, that he should lose time by seeking for an accommodation. 
It will be more effectual, more decisive, and naore consistent with his dignity, 
indeed with his honour, which he has already pledged to abide by his first 
offers, to dictate the conditions of peace, and to admit only an acceptance with¬ 
out reservation or a clear refusal from his adversary. 

I intend to communicate the substance of your advices to the Select Com¬ 
mittee for their fuller sentiments on the measures to bo hereafter taken, m the 
meantime to prevent the danger of delay, I desire that you will be pleased to 
receive these instructions for your guidance. 

The 16^tk September 1774. (Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Fort William, the 26th October 1774 
At a Council, present. 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, President. 
Monday. Lieut General John Clavbring. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Rio HARD Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Feanois, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 17tb instant 

The following minute, delivered into Council yesterday by the Qovemor General bemg re¬ 
ferred for oonsideiation to this Department, is now recorded, having been sent in circula¬ 
tion to the different Members of the Board 

Gentlemen,—A ll the members of this Council being now assembled, I 
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could wish to point out some general plan for carrying into execution the 
THe Governor* M.nnto on regulations of the uew System of Government agreeably 
the Rereuuosand Politics of to the instructions received from the Company; but 
the eouutry. upou an attentive review of the various subjects which 

occur, I find it necessary to select such particular parts of them, as seem to 
claim your earliest notice, reserving the rest for future consideration, to be 
taken up in the order, in which their respective importances or particular exi¬ 
gencies may point out. I shall take the liberty to accompany every proposi¬ 
tion with a brief relation of such circumstances, and such past transactions, as 
have any relation to it, and are necessary to be known for the purpose of form¬ 
ing your resolutions upon it. I mean not, Gentlemen to preclude any other 
member of the Council from offering any point for present deliberation which 
in his judgment, may claim a preference in point of time above those which 
I wish to introduce. I only propose this method as the most likely to facilitate 
the despatch of business, which may be retarded, by undertaking too many 
subjects at tlie same instant It will unavoidably take some time to arrange, 
and perfect tlic new system of the administration. In the meanwhile, the cur- 
lent affairs will require your daily assistance to keep them in motion—and in 
both, (I mean both in terming the new mode of Government, and conducting 
the daily business) you will find it necessary to consult the records of the former 
administration, for the sake of due connection and consistency. I desire also 
to shoitcn the time, and lessen the trouble of such a search, among the volu¬ 
minous books of consultations, by the mode which I have proposed of laying 
before you a succinct view of each subject with reference to the consultations 
for tbo successive ordeis which have been issued, and the advices which have 
been received concerning them I think it my duty to add, and I think I 
may do it without presuming too much upon the experience which I have 
acquired in the affairs of this Gfovernmont, that I shall be at all times happy 
to assist any member of the Council M'lth my communications, upon any point, 
upon which he may desire to be so informed. 

Professions of zeal and solicitude for the public good, are too commonly 
made use of to be received with implicit credit, hut I feel my own honour, and 
my own mteiest so intimately blended with the successful issue of the measures 
of this Government, that I may with truth and without having my declaration 
suspected, affirm, that I have not a wish even tor myself which has not the 
good of the Company for its immediate object, and my own ultimately as derived 
from it. I believe I may safely conclude the same for the other gentlemen 
embarked with me m this great undertaking, and I have the most thorough 
confidence in your disposition to unite with me in the prosecution of the Com¬ 
pany’s interests, while I with the strictest sincerity and cordiality declare, 
that nothing on my part shall be wanting to render that union effectual. 

The points which I now beg leave to submit to your consideration, are 
1st, the mode of conducting the business of the Revenue, and next, the poli¬ 
tical system of these provinces. 

The general mode which is at this time established for the management 
of the collections, is as follows—^The Provinces are formed into six divisions, 
each compiehendmg several inferior districts under the direction of a Chief and 
Council These receive their orders from the Board at large and report to them, 
their proceedings in a separate department called a Council of Revenue, and for 
the greater facility of dispatching business with the inhabitants, and for the 
preservation of the ancient forms and rules of office, a Dewan or Minister of 
the Revenue is appointed to each division, who is joined to the Provincial Coun¬ 
cil, and keeps all the accounts and records of the country languages. Native 
Superintendents are also appointed to each district of the Provincial Division, 
with the title Naibs, and correspond with the Provincial Councils and Dewans 
The Dewans also transmit their accounts and proceedings to an office of ancient 
Institution, lately transferred from the City of Moorshedabad to Calcutta, 
named the Khalsa, which is under the charge of an officer entitled the Roy- 
loyan, who occasionally sits at the meeting of the Council of Revenue, and is 
the channel of communication between the Board and the Dewans; transmit¬ 
ting to the latter, the counterparts qf the orders of the Board which are sent to 
the Provmcial Councils, and receiving thietr answers. The excepticms to this 
lU 
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general system are, the Province of Chittagong, which from its remote 
situation and small revenue has been loft under the single charge of the Chief 
of the Pactory, and the Districts of Pallamow and llamgur under Captain 
Carnac, and the Jungulterry of Curruchpore under Captain Browne These 
may he properly termed Military Collectorships They are composed of the 
wild and mountainous parts of the country, which have been lately reduced 
to a state of submission to Government, and require the continual presence of a 
military force to keep them m subjection The revenue which they yield is 
inconsiderable, but the possession of them is a security to the peace of the cul¬ 
tivated and more civilized lands m their neighbourhood, which till their reduc¬ 
tion were continually exposed to the ravages of the wuld and lawless people 
inhabiting them With these Military Collectors the corresjiondence was ear¬ 
ned on by the Governor only, but according to the instructions now received 
from the Company it seems requisite that m future, it should be conducted by 
the Council at large 

The plan of the general establishment for conducting the Revenue, and the 
Records explaining the appointment, object, and progress of the Militaiy Col¬ 
lectorships will be found in the following Consultations and papers— 


No 1.—Plan and establishment of the six Piovin- 
cial Councils of Revenue and the Col¬ 
lections of Chittagong 

„ 2 ■—Purther regulations to be observed by these 
Councils of Revenue 

„ 3.—Captain Carnac’s letter to the Governor 
containing a narrative of the Pallamow 
and Nagpore countries, dated Ramgur, 
12th August 1774 

„ 4 —Captain Caraac’s report of the method m 
which he has settled the revenues of 
the countries 

„ 6—Further report from Capiam Carnac of a 
settlement of these districts concluded 
for 3 years 

„ 6.—The Council of Burdwan report the death 
of the Bajah of Ramgur, in conse¬ 
quence of which his son is ordered 
down to receive the appointment of 
lus father 

„ 7.—Orders to Patna and Monghyr and Captain 
Browne relative to settling the boun¬ 
daries of the Jungulterry Distiict 

„ 8 —Captain Brooke’s narrative and minute re¬ 
lating to their Districts 

„ 9.—The Governor’s letter recommending the' 
separation of the districts fiom under 
the Patna Council to form the lino of 
the Jungulterry District. 

„ 10—Adjustment of the Boundaries of the 
Bheeerboom Jungulterry lands former¬ 
ly formed by the Rajah. 


} 

I 

! 
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Consultation, 
23zd Novr. 1773. 

Consultation, 
12th Jany. 1774 


Consultation, 
12th Jany 1774 


Consultation, 
4th Jany, 1774. 

Consultation, 
3rd May 1774 


Consultation, 
20th Sept. 1774 


Consultation, 
4tliOct 1774 

Consultation, 
eth Sept 1774, 


Consultation, 
16th Oct 1773. 


Consultation, 
80th Aug 1774 


I must beg leave to conclude this subject, with earnestly offering my ad¬ 
vice for the continuation of this system, in all its parts, with such alterations 
only ns the late change in the Government has rendered indispensibly neces¬ 
sary. Innovations are always attended with difficulties and inconveniences. 
Innovations in the Revenue with a suspension of the eolleqtions and a change 
at this season of the year w'ould be jparticularly dangerous, as the time of the 
heavier payments is now approaching. Por the sanm reason, your speedy 
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determination upon the future mode of managing and collecting the Eevenues 
would prove of essential service. 

The Court of Directors have been advised of the formation of the estab¬ 
lishment, in consequence of the orders transmitted to us, in their letter of the 
7th April 1773, and we may shortly hope to be furnished with their final deter¬ 
mination concerning it. I must likewise recommend the continuance of the 
separation, which was originally made of the Revenue Department, from the 
other ofiices of the Government, as the only means by which it can be regularly 
conducted; and as there is no branch of the Company’s affairs on which their 
interest so essentially depends, I propose that the Council do assemble for the 
conduct of it in the same manner as was practised by the late Council of 
Revenue. 


It will be necessary to form other subsidiary regulation for separating the 
Revenue from the Commercial Department, and preventing competitions be¬ 
tween them , and to determine what servants shall be employed, in the Reve¬ 
nue branch, that the JBoard of Trade may be enabled to make choice from 
amongst the rest, of such as will he required for conducting the Commercial 
business 


Political ayateni oocBidered 


The next pomt which I have proposed for your con¬ 
sideration IS the political system of these provinces 


The alliance with the Nabob Snjah Dowla, the Vizier of the Empnc, is tin' 
only foreign oonnection m which this Government can be with propriety said to 
be engaged This took place originally by the tieaty foimed by Lord Clive, at 
Allahabad, in the year 1706. 

By a new treaty with the Vizier dated the 8th September 1773, m conse¬ 
quence of an interview which I had with him at Benares, the monthly subsidy 
tor the extraordinary expense of our forces employed in his assistance, was 
fixed at the sum of 2,10,000 Rupees for one Brigade, and the Provinces of Cora 
and Allahabad ceded to him for the sum of 50 lakhs of rupees, of which 20 
lakhs were to be immediately due, and were accoidingly paid, 16 lakhs were to 
be paid at the expiration of a year, and the remaining 16 at the expuation of 
2 years 

At the same time the Vizier had solicited the aid of our troops, to reduce 
the Roliilla Country lying on the north of his dominions between the Ganges 
and tlie Mountains of Tibet The immediate plea for these hostilities was the 
breach of faith, with which the Rohilla Chiefs were charged in the sujiplies ot 
money afforded by them to the Mahiattas, against whom they had solicited and 
obtained the Vizier’s assistance, under a solemn engagement to pay him 40 lakhs 
of rupees on the departure of the Maliraitds, and for the retusing atteruards to 
lulflil that engagement. 


This enterprise, the design of which furnished the first occasion of my meet¬ 
ing with the Vizier, formed an aiticle m the original draught of our treaty, but 
it was afterwards omitted at his desire and^ I promised that it should take place 
if it suited the affairs of the Company at any other time, when he should find 
himself in a condition to resume it Accordingly, in the month of January 
1774, the Vizier made a formal requisition of the assistance of a Brigade of the 
Company’s Forces, for the defence of his dominions, and for the prosecution of 
his former purpose of invading the country of the Rohillas For this service 
he engaged to pay the Company besides the stipulated monthly subsidy 40 lakhs 
of rupees when it should be concluded The Vizier’s request was gi anted the 
2nd Brigade was ordered on the service, and Colonel Champion, the provisional 
Commander-in-Chief, appointed to the command. Having been joined by the 
Vizier and his troops, he entered the Rohilla borders on the 17 th of April, and 
on the 23rd of the same month attacked, and defeated the army of the Rohillas 
commanded by the Hafez Rahmat, their leader, who was killed in the action 
This victory was decisive, no other enemy appeared in the field , and the Vizier 
having obtained possession of the greatest part of the country both armies 
marched on the 7th of May to the city of Bissooly wlidre quarters were prepared 
for them, and it was intended they should pass the rains there * hut the remain¬ 
ing leaders of the Rohillas having assembled fofees under the command of 
Pyzoolah Khan at Najubgur, a towrnon the nortliein fiontior of the country, 
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the Vizier apprehending their acquiring too great strength, and that tho 
Mahrattas noight return to interrupt the operations before they were brought 
to a conclusion, prevailed on Colonel Champion to put the biigade again in 
motion about the latter end of July, and to march with him against the enemy, 
although the rams were then at their height The troops enjoyed remarkable 
good health, and proceeded without opposition to Pottergurr , the enemy flying 
before them to the skirts of the hills whither the combined armies have follow¬ 
ed them They have lam for a considerable time within a short distance of 
each other, Colonel Champion waiting f'»r orders from the Select Committee to 
pursue the enemy beyond the line to which lie conceived himself limited by his 
instructions the necessary orders were sent, and we have been for some time 
past in daily expectation of hearing that the war was brought to a conclu¬ 
sion, either by the attack and defeat of the enemy, or by negociation. Tho 
last letters from Colonel Champion which you, gentlemen, have read were dated 
the 2nd instant, and advise that Pyzoolah Khan had delivered himself up, but 
that the negociaticvn was still continued 

The advantages proposed from the expedition were —1st, an addition of ter¬ 
ritory and of course of wealth to the Vizier, in which the Company will always 
participate, 2nd, the completion of the defensive line of his dominions by flee¬ 
ing them from an inconvenient neighbour and by taking into them the whole 
space included between the Ganges and the northern mountains, 3rd, the 
employment of a third part of our force, and a saving at the same time of its 
expenses, and lastly, the stipulation of 40 lakhs to be paid on tho conclusion of 
tho undeitaking The retreat of tho Mahrattas to their ancient toriitories, and 
the violent dissensions wluch had arisen m their state, were arguments strongly 
favouiing the tune which was chosen for beginning the war, and the justice of 
it IS supported by the undoubted refusal of Ilafez Rahmat to fulfil the condi¬ 
tions ot his treaty with the Vizier, of which the original witnessed by General 
Sir Robert Barker is in our possession 

Many detached events, such as the claim of the army to a share m the 
plunder of the conqueied country, the donation offered to them by the Vizier, 
a claim of the King Shah Allam, to a share of the conqueiccl distiicts, will 
appear in the course of tho correspondence between the Select Committee and 
Colonel Champion, and do not requiie further notice in this placu. 

Tho 2nd payment of the Treaty money for Corah and Illahabad still re¬ 
mained undischarged by the last advices, but oiders had issued for effecting it, 
and an English Gentleman had been appointed by the Vizier to receive and take 
charge of it, at Eyzabad, his capital The monthly subsidy has been paid with 
sufficient exactness, at least we have had no information to the contraiy.' The 
40 lakhs of rupees stipulated for the performance of the present service, I con¬ 
sider as now due, though the Vizier makes some objections , but the defeat of 
Fyzoollah Khan’s troops, or tho conclusion of the negociation witli him, has pro¬ 
bably by this time put the Company’s right beyond dispute. There remains 
also a small balance of former accounts still unadjusted This will constitute 
the greatest part, if not the whole, of our concerns with the Vizier, when the 
business on which we have been to this time engaged with him is concluded. I 
apprehend no difficulty m procuring payment. 

The bounds which I had prescribed to myself in this paper and which I 
have already exceeded will not admit of my enteung into a discussion of the 
benefits depending on the alliance of the Company with the Vizior These will 
appear at laige on various parts of our records, to which I shall hereafter dis¬ 
tinctly refer. They may he reduced to the following abridgement, a secure 
harrier, a constant occupation for a part of our army, a reduction of our Mili¬ 
tary expences, and an accumulating fund of future wealth., ^He cannot long 
subsist without our protection, and is incapable of himself of becoming an ob¬ 
ject of our jealousy or apprehension. 

For the better communication with the Vizier, and for the maintenance 
of that confidence which is necessary to perpetuate the alliance between the 
Vizier and the Company, it has been judged advisable to appoint a Resident 
at the Durbar as the immediate Agent of the Governor, with whom alone he 
officially corresponds. The gentleman employed m that station is Mr, Nathaniel 
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Middleton, with whose discretion, integrity, and ability for the discharge of 
this trust I have every reason to be abundantly satisfied. 

The King remains at Delhi, the ancient capital of the Empire, a mere 
cypher in the administration of it With him our connection has been a long 
time suspended, and I wish never to see it renewed, as it has proved a fatal 
dram to the wealth of Bengal, and the Treasury of the Company, without 
yielding one advantage, or possible source of even remote benefits in return. 
The tnbute which he claims from the Provinces hath been withheld from him 
since his desertion of the Company, and his union with their natural enemies 
the Mahrattas, and a reference has been made to the Court of Directors for their 
orders concerning the future payments of it, with every argument urged that 
can induce them to forbid it. 

The Mabratta State after having t^ireatened the whole Empire with sub¬ 
jection, during the active administration of their Peshwa, or Acting Chief 
Mahderow, has been for this twelve month past the scene qt internal distrac¬ 
tions which still subsist. On the death of Mahderow, his brother Narain Eow 
succeeded him He was treacherously slain, and his uncle Rogonaut Row, 
released from prison and declared Peshwa in his stead. The ministers of the 
Government to whom he owed his elevation became the objects of bis jealousy 
and acting from that impression he made them his enemies, they formed 
a powerful combination against him, set up the new-born son of Narain Row 
in competition against him, and defeated him He has since thrown himself 
upon the protection of Tokoojee Holkar and Mahadajee Sindia, two Chiefs of 
consideration, who were lately in the party of his opponents The leaders of 
this opposition, Sookoram Bolnoo, the principal Minister Ganjaboy, the mother 
of the Paishwas Mahaderow and Naram Row, Sheebajee Bonsela, the Chief of 
Berar, and the Nabob Nizam AlU. The two last may be rather considered as 
auxiliaries , Moodajee, the brother of Sheebajee, was on the side of Ragonaut 
Row, till bis defeat Both the brothers are now in Berar. The last letter from 
Mr Mostyn, the Resident at Poonah, dated the 22nd August, explains the state 
of these disputes to that period. They seem yet likely to be of longer duration 
and whenever concluded will probably leave the prevailing party too weak to 
undertake any plan of remote conquest, for some time at least to come, of 
course, we have no cause to apprehend any disturbances from the Mahrattas 
during the present season. 

The Province of Berar, on the south and west sides of the provinces, meiits 
from that consideration, and from the power and independency of its rulers, a 
distinct consideration. The present Chief Bhawbajee Bonsela, is the brother of 
the late Janoojee Bonsela, who, for many years past enjoyed the sovereignty 
of the country. His brothers are Moodajee, who has been already mentioned 
in this narrative, and Bimbajoe. The latter possesses little other consequence 
besides that which he derives from the credit of his family The two other 
Orotliers have been long at variance, but by the mediatiou and authority of 
Deriiaboy, the widow of Janoojee, and a woman of great spirit and reputed 
jiiiility, prevented them fiom carrying their animosities to violent extremes. 
Their being engaged in opposite factions of the Mahratta State is not a certain 
proof of their mutual enmity, it being (as I understand) a policy not uncom¬ 
monly practised among the Mahrattas, for the same family to take different 
sides in Civil dissensions with a view to its aggrandisement While I was at 
Benares the last year, a Vakeel from Shawbajee Bonsela arrived at that place 
With a letter addressed to me by that Chief, and attended me in Calcutta till 
the month of September la'^t when he received his dismission to return to his 
master, in consequence of orders received for that purpose. The purport of 
Shawbajee's letter and the verbal propositions made to me by his Vakeel, was 
to solicit the friendship and alliance of this Government, to which I have replied 
in such terms as were most likely to encourage him to nearer advances, if he 
has formed any designs, which may make it strongly his interest to court the 
friendship of the Company, He is descended from the ancient Rajahs of 
Satara. The present Rajah is called Ram Rajah. He has no children. It 
is worthy of remark and may serve to convey some idea of the instability of 
the present Government of the Mahrattas that it is exercised through two sub¬ 
ordinate gradations. The Rajah in whose name all orders of the State are issued 
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is deprived of all authority. The Peshwah or Prime Minister, is an infant of 
nine months old; and the actual Minister or Regent who exeioises the legal 
power of both is a man deriving his authority solely from the combination of a 
few wealthy individuals. From this divided state of the Mahratta Empire, and 
the interests and pretensions of the several competitors for power amongst them, 
great pohtical advantages may perhaps be attained to the Company to which 
the present united system of the Company’s establishments in India is well cal¬ 
culated to contribute. 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


The following letters addressed to the Select Committee having been received from Colonel 
Champion are now read and recorded 

Gentlemen, —I had the honour of addressing you under date the 16th 


Colonel Champion’s 6 letters. 


and by duplicate the 18th. I then informed you that 


His Excellency was very solicitous to re-establish 
friendship with Fyzoollah Khan, his endeavours through his own people failed. 
Pyzoollah addressed me by letter, saying he was willing to come and pay his 
respects to, and adjust matters with the Vizier, but that he was apprehensive his 
effects might be laid hands on in his absence. He offered 25 lakhs per annum to 
the Vizier and to perform other conditions, if His Excellency would give him 
the Rohillah country (I believe understood to be exclusive of Zabita Khan’s). 
Having sent the letter to the Vizier, he wrote me to make an offer in his name 
to Fyzoollah of a Jagbere of 10 lakhs annually m Rohilcund, and to let him 
hold the remainder of the country as a renter, if they could at meeting agree 
on the terms, provided that Fyzoollah gave up half his treasure and only kept 
two or three thousand Rohillas for his guard the rest to be received into the 
Nabob’s service and to be employed elsewhere I complied with His Excel¬ 
lency’s request. Fyzoollah’s answer is not yet arrived. As you will no doubt be 
desurous of receiving frequent advices of the state of matters, whilst the army 
IS at such a distance, I have troubled you with this information of what has 
passed since my last. I have the pleasure to add that the troops contmue 
healthful and that I am with all due respect, &c. 


Camp Mohanpore, 
S4th September, 1774 


(Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 


Fort William, the 26th October 1774. 

At a Council, present. 

Secret Dept The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor General, Preaident 
Wednesday. Lieut. General John Olavbrino. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Babwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The Governor judges it proper to enter the following dissent and protest 
„ ^ j . against the appointment of the Commanding Officer of 
overnore issen Army in the Field to treat with the Vizier in 

the room of Mr. Middleton. 

I dissent from this resolution and protest against the consequences, which 
may attend it, because it cuts off all communication between the Government 
and the Vizier, but thro’ the channel of the Commander of the Army, which is 
contrary to the Article of the Company’s* instructions, because it g^ves the 
Commander of the Army the power of deciding in all cases of difference between 
himself and the Vizier, and by so declared a proof of the prevalence of the 
Military influence, inevitably tends to dissolve the alliance between the Com¬ 
pany and Vizier, who can hope for no redress, from an appeal to the Govern¬ 
ment, and must therefore either submissively acquiesce in every act of the 
Military Commander, however violet, or seek for a remedy in other alliances. 
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Bv the system hitherto established, the control of the Board has been suffi¬ 
cient to resJram the power of the Military Commander from every dangerous 
excess, had he been disposed to make that ill use of it, and the Vizier was freed 
from every apprehension of the kind by his reliance on the interposition of the 
Governor, to whom he had an immediate appeal. To whomsoever this danger¬ 
ous trust may be delegated, which is now given to the officer who may chance 
to be in the Command at the time that the orders of the Council may reach 
the army, I declare that I cannot consistently with my duty admit his advices 
as authentic, since it is his interest to conceal from the knowledge of the 
Council every circumstance and transaction, which, if known, might subject 
Ins conduct to blame, or oppose any design which liis ambition, his interest, or 
prejudice might dictate. 

The Board have been pleased to complement me with the nomination of 
the person who should succeed Mr Nathaniel Middleton m lus office, and I 
have declined it, because I foresaw in his removal the resolution to throw all 
power and trust into the hands of the Military Commander, the proposal was 
actually made to this effect before the intimation of any reference to my 
choice, and with so recent an instance of my own agent recalled without a 
single proof or suspicion alleged of his misconduct I did not choose to expose 
any other person whom I should recommend to the hazaid of suffeiing the same 
causeless disgrace. 

(Sd) WAEREN HASTINGS. 


Fort William, the 28th October 1774. 

At a Council, pebsent 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Waeeen Hastings, Governor General, 'President. 
Friday. Lieut. Genebal John Claveeing. 

The Hon’blb Gboboe Monson. 

RiCHiED Baewell, Esq. 

Philip Feancis, Esq. 

The book of Standing Orders upon the table 

Bead and approved the Consultation of the 26th instant 

The Governor in conformity to his declaration in the minute, which he en- 

The coriegpondence laid teiedOil tlie last Consultation, DOW laj’s before llic Board 

beioie the Boaid the scveral oiiglual letters, from Colonel Champion 

and Mr. Middleton to him, and copies of his letters to the latter, and he 
acquaints the Board that copies of his letters to the former of these gentlemen, 
are preparing, and shall also bo laid before the Board. 

Ohderbd that all the abovementioned letters be entered in a book apart, m 
regular order, to be transmitted as customary to the Court of Directors 

The General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis now deliver in the follow¬ 
ing protest against the Governor’s refusal to give up the whole of his corres¬ 
pondence with Colonel Champion and Mr, Middleton, agreeable to their intima¬ 
tion at last meeting. 

Our reasons for protesting, as wo now do, against the Governor General’s 
The General, Colonel refusal to Communicate to this Board, the whole of his 
Moneon and Mr Franow pro- Original correspondence with the Company’s Resident 
at the Vizier’s Darbar, and with the Commander in- 
Chief of the Company’s forces, employed in the expedition against the Rohillas, 
are founded upon those which induced us to concur m the motion made by 
General Olavenng, and approved of by a majority of the Board, for obtaining a 
communication of the above correspondence. We beg leave to state those 
reasons to the Board. 

Upon our arrival at Fort William the first material intelligence that came 
before us, concerning the state of the Company’s affairs, was, that one-third of 
120 
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their military force was actually employed, under the command of Sujah 
Dowlah, not in defending his territories against invasion, but in assisting him 
to subdue an independent state, and uniting it to his own dominions. Inquir¬ 
ing further into facts and examining the proceedings of the late President and 
Council, as far as the shortness ot the time and immediate pressure of other 
business would permit us, we found that the reduction of the Rohillas was corn- 
pleated, and that our army about the beginning of this month, was stationed 
upon the skirts of the Mountains of Tibet, at a place so distant from our fron¬ 
tier, and so considerably to the north of Delhi that it is not comprehended in 
any of the ordinary maps of Indostau. We shall not now enter into the politi¬ 
cal arguments by which such a measure may be arraigned or defended It is 
sufficient for the purpose of the present protest, that the measure itself carries, 
upon the face of it, a manifest violation of all those principles of policy which 
we know have been established by the highest authority, and till now univer¬ 
sally admitted (even by the late President and Council themselves) as the basis 
of the Company’s Councils in the administration of their aftairs m India In¬ 
volved therefore in this contradiction between facts and principles, and fore¬ 
seeing the immediate necessity to which we might be reduced of adopting or 
departing from the political system, in which the late President and Council 
have engaged the Company, we thought it our duty to enquire minutely into 
every transaction, record, correspondence or other documents which had relation 
to that system Prom that enquiry and from the information laid before us by 
the Governor General, it appears that the assistance now given to Sujah 
Dowlah 18 not founded upon any specific treaty, between him and the Com¬ 
pany, that it arises fiom a verbal agreement only, which the late President 
entered into with him, at their conference, at Benares, that, with respect to 
the terms of the agreement, \he only authority to which either party can ap¬ 
peal, IS contained in a letter from the Vizier to the late President and that the 
active measures, which have followed fiom that agreement, were adopted by 
the late Council with the greatest reluctance. In this situation, other lights 
into the nature of the negociations and engagements with Sujah Dowla, beyond 
any that we have yet received, are undoubtedly necessary to direct our judg¬ 
ment We think a complete communication of the original coriespondence be¬ 
tween the late President and the Company’s Resident at the Darbar, and the 
Comniander-in-Chiet of the Company’s troops now in the field, indispensihly 
requisite for the information of the Board The Governor General has declined 
laying before us that complete correspondence for reasons which do not appear 
to us to bo satisfactory The Court of Directors m their letter of the 23rd 
March 1770, have laid down a positive rule, concerning the Governor’s separate 
correspondence, which evidently applies to the present case. It is therein 
ordered that, “ The Governor singly shall correspond witli tho country powers, 
but all letters, before they shall be by him sent, must be communicated to the 
other members of the Select Committee, and receive their approbation, and 
also all letters whatever which may be received by the Governor, in answer 
to, or in tho course of his correspondence, shall likewise be laid before the 
said Select Committee for their information and consideration ” Besides this 
particular order of the Court of Directors, which we are bound to consider as a 
standing instruction to the Board, we think it inconsistent with the general 
principles of a free Government, that the Chief of any Council shall carry on 
a secret correspondence with the Ministers or officers of the Government, in¬ 
dependent of the Council, and much more that he should he at liberty to refuse 
to the Council a communication of that correspondence when required by them. 
It is a kind of trust, which m our judgment cannot, with safety, be vested m 
any individual. It tends to convert a public Minister and officer, employed 
and paid by the State, into a private agent, wlucli in fact, the present Resident 
at the Yizier’s Court, is described to be, not only by the Governor General 
himself in the course of our debates on this subject, but by his minute delivered 
m to the Board on the 26th instant, and by the Select Committee in their 
letter to Ooldhel Champion, dated the 28rd May 1774 It tends to lessen the 
dignity of the Board and to render the appointment of the present,Governor 
and Council unnecessary. For these and other weighty reasons it appears to 
us, that we should not acquit ourselvM of the duty, which we owe to the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors and to the East India Company, if we did not 
191 ' 
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solemnly protest against the Governor General’s oondnot in refusing the com- 
munication requested of him by the Board, as a refusal not founded upon 
right, and against all the consequences which may attend our not being fur¬ 
nished by him with sufficient lights to inform and direct us to the outset of 
our admmistration. 

(Sd) J. CLAVERING. 

GEO. MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS 


The General proposes the following questions for the deliberation of the 
Board:— 

Is/.'-That the demand for the 40 lakhs from the Vizier be repeated, and 
The General propose* ques- that Oolonel Champion, or the officer command- 
tions ing the 2nd Brigade, be instructed to that effect. 

&nd .—That the Oolonel or Commanding Officer be also instructed to 
make a demand for such further payments as may be due 
from the Vizier on receiving these instructions, and to hqui- 
date whatever accounts may be unsettled with him at the time. 
3rd .—^That he be further instructed that although he is to make an 
immediate demand for the whole 40 lakhs, and for such other 
payments as may be due at that time, yet, if he finds 
that it IS impossible for the Vizier to comply with the whole 
of these demands, he is to receive what can be allowed in ready 
money, and settle a kistbundee with him for the remainder, the 
sum to be received m ready money not to be less than 20 lakhs 
and the rest to be payable, at different periods, within 12 
months ? 

That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be further instructed 
that in case the Vizier shall refuse to comply, with these de¬ 
mands he is to enter a protest against him, declaring that the 
Company have fulfilled all their engagements with him and 
within 14 days after the receipt of these instructions to retire 
with the army under his Command, and withdraw it mto the 
Company’s temtories ? 

5th .—That further orders be sent to Colonel Champion, or the Officer 
Commanding the Brigade, that after having finished the nego¬ 
tiations for the money now due he do immediately withdraw 
the whole of the forces under his command within the limits 
of the Provmce of Oude, and that unless the Vizier should re¬ 
quire the continuance of the troops for the defence of his 
original dominions with the Provinces of Cora and Illahabad 
he returns with them to the cantonment of Dmapore P 
6/A.—That Colonel Champion or the Commanding Officer, on quitting 
the Vizier, shall acquaint him that the Governor General and 
Council propose to appoint a person to reside at his Court, and 
to declare that they mean to adhere strictly to the Treaties of 
Illahabad and Benares, till the pleasure of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors regarding the latter be known ? 

7/A.—That he he further instructed, that if he should apprehend any 
difficulty or danger m his retreat, that then he should suspend 
his declaration and take the best means in his power for the 
preservation of the army and advise the Board immediately 
of his situation ? 

To becouMdared and deter. Oedeked that each individual memb^ of the Board 
mined next Counoa day. be f umished with a copy of these propositions m order 

to consider of it. 

Agreed that the Board come tq a determination upon them at the next 
meeting. 
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Fort William, the 3rd November 1774. 

* At a Ooukcil, present. 

Secret Dept. The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor General, President. 
Friday. Lieut. General John Clavbring. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq 
Colonel Monson, indisposed 

Read and approved the Consultation of the 3let October. 

Received a letter from Colonel Champion as followeth— 

Colonel cimmpion propose. ^ GENTLEMEN,—I enclose a copy of my address of last 

leaving the army at Ramgaut. night, With duplicate of the agreements therein referred 
to. 

The army counter-marched a short way this morning; when the Rohillas, 
discharged from the service of Fyzoollah Khan, shall have left their fortresses 
and have crossed the Ganges, I purpose to station the Brigade, at, or near Ram¬ 
gaut till your further pleasure is known . hut as I hope to embark on my way 
to the Presidency, before the end of this month, the temporary command of the 
army will devolve to Colonel Gailivy 

Camp near Lanporb, I have the honor to be &o., 

October 9th 1774. (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 


The Governor gives in the following narrative to the Board, and a copy of 
^ .Ml instructions which he delivered to Captain Brooke 

T e Governor 8 inu o departure for Fyzabad. The Governor also sub¬ 

mits to the Board drafts of three letters which have been prepared one to the 
Vizier, one to Nudjuff Khan, and one to Rajah Chut Sing m consequence of 
this appointment of Captain Brooke, to admse them of the same. 


The conquests which the Vizier has lately made in the Doab, affording a 
, strong presumption that he might he soon engaged in 

ovornor s narra ivo hostilities With the Mahrattas whom he had dispossess¬ 
ed—axi event which would have been productive ot troublesome consequences 


had it taken place during the continuance of the war with the Rohillas,—it 
occurred to me that a small partizan corps under the command of an active and 
experienced English officer would prove of essential service to the Vizier on 
such an occasion, the more specially, as the Vizier had lately dismissed the 
French officers whom he had engageil in his service for the purpose of employ¬ 
ing them in such parts as lay without the line of the operations of our army. 
I therefore directed Captain Brooke, an officer well known to the Hon’ble Court 


of Directors, for his general merit and abilities, but more particularly m that 
kind of military service, to proceed with all expedition to the army in the field 
and gave him a letter to the Vizier to establish such a corps, and em¬ 
ploy Captain Brooke for the command of it The Vizier much approved of the 
proposition, but the continued disturbances of the Mahrattas, having prevented 
them from renewing their attempts on that quarter, he proposed to appoint 
Captain Brooke to the command of a part of his forces which were (employed) 
with Nedjiff Khan to he formed and employed in the manner which I had re- 
commended. Nedjiff Khan himself hsCving, in a letter I received from him, 
expressed an equal wish for this measure, I submit it to the Board for their 
approval, offering it as my opmion that it cannot fail to produce some advan¬ 
tages whatever be the event of affairs m those parts, by conffnanbg the fidelity 
and attachment of Nedjiff Khan, which may be of essential use in obviating any 
adverse designs of the King or of bis confidential Minister, Abdel Ahed Cawn, 
by affording the means of a powerful check and division to the Mahrattas 
should they again invade the Doab. My instructions to Captain Brooke, which 
1 now lay before the Board, will farther explain the nature and object of this 
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recommendation, and if approved may serve for the substance of the orders 
which it will be necessary that he now receive from the Council. 

(Sd.) WAEREN HASTINGS. 


To Captain Brooke 

Sir,— You are immediately to proceed with all expedition to join the army 
in the field On your ariival in Camp you will wait upon Colonel Champion and 
deliver my letters, a duplicate of one is already sent by the Dauks, so that you 
will find him fully acquainted with my intentions respecting you I also give 
you a letter for the Vizier to be delivered to him, in person, when you have ob¬ 
tained Colonel Champion’s permission to wait upon him for that purpose. 

I have in these letters strongly recommended you to command a partizan 
party, composed entirely of the Vizier’s troops, to act separately from Ins army 
wherever be may think proper to employ them The plan drawn out by your¬ 
self contains my general ideas of the nature of the service on which you may 
be employed, and the quarter wherein it occurs to me, your sei vices may be 
most materially useful to the Viziei. You will mention those proposals to him 
as the pioper measures which the present situation of his affairs suggested to 
me, but he will be better able to determine on the spot, how far they or other 
operations may be eligible You will also be pleased to lay your plan before 
Colonel Champion for his instiactions and advico, and you will pay pioper 
attention to whatever he may recommend either in the execution of it, or any 
other service you may undeitake. 

If the Vizier should not have occasion for your services in the manner 
proposed, the option will lest with you whether to return to the Presidency 
immediately or remain with the army iintill you bear from me , in the latter case 
I need not suggest to you the offer of your services to Colonel Champion in 
whatever manner he may choose to employ you But, if the Vizier (as I ex¬ 
pect ho will) should embrace tbe opportunity of employing you in the manner 
pointed out, you will consider yourself as immediately under Ins command, and 
it will be necessary you should appear, as much as possible, rather an officer of 
his army than belonging to the English troops, because the scene of your sei vice 
will bo beyond the limit prescribed for the operations of our army You will re¬ 
ceive your instructions from the Vizier, and fulfil to the utmost of your ability 
his intentions for which he will furnish you with an adequate force As you will 
be employed on partizan service, you can only receive orders of a general 
nature, rather expressing the service to be peiformed than the mode ot effect¬ 
ing it, which must be lett to your own discretion, and a latitude of action given 
you for this purpose, because most probably you will be employed at a distance 
from tho army. I recommend Colonel Champion to point out the propriety of 
these circumstances to the Vizior and to obtain for you a sufficient force to 
render effectual SCI vice You will therefore submit those instructions to the 
Colonel’s perusal 

Notwithstanding, you arc as much as possible to be considered as uncon¬ 
nected with the English army, and under the orders and m the employment of 
the Vizier, yet you will be punctual m your communications and attention to 
Colonel Champion wnile ho remains with the aimy, and if he should think 
proper to send you any positive order you are implicitly to obey it It will be 
ms care to avoid sending yon any orders which might clash with those you 
receive from the Vizier I shall expect your correspondence on every subject 
you think worthy of my information. 

I wish you success and remain &c, 

(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Board, altliough Captain Brooke’s appointment does not exactly coin¬ 
cide with the system they wish to adopt of a mere defehsive assistance on our 
part, to the Vizier, yet, as the Governor’s credit is in a manner pledged to the 
Vizier for his appointment, they acquiesce in it, and trust in Captain Brooke’s 
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discretion for acting with prudence and caution in the exercise of his command, 
and they approve of the Governor General’s instructions to Inm. It is there¬ 
fore agreed that the letters be accordingly drawn out and sent, and that they 
be entered m the Book of Country Correspondence. * 


Read the following lettei from Chandernagore— 

Chandernagore, October BOth, 1774. 

Gentlemen, —I have received the letter you did me the honour to write 
Chandernagore congratu- to me, the 30th of this month, and no one can be more 
late tiie new Government Sensible of your kiudncss of informing me of the nomi¬ 
nation that the Government of Great Biitam has been pleased to make, of a 
Governor General and four Councillors to form a Supreme Council at Calcutta. 
Accept these, Gentlemen, my sincere congratulations on the choice that has been 
made of every one of you to fill these posts of honour, it is a public proof of your 
mciit and of the justice of your Government, in recompensing it. I cannot 
sufficiently thank you, Gentlemen, for the desire you have (and which you so 
well express) to contribute all that lays in your power to promote a harmony 
and good understanding between the two Governments here and to assist all our 
operations in trade. You may bo assured that you will always find m me the 
same disposition, and that I shall always be ready to anticipate everything 
that can promote tins end For my part I know of nothing more disagreeable 
than national disputes and the greatest satisfaction that I can receive will he to 
see that all subjects that may give rise to them are carefully avoided, this is 
not impossible, I even imagine it easy, and the sentiments you have made 
appear, have already inspired me with hopes 

I have the honour to be &c , 

(Sd) CHEVALIER. 


The General now delivers in his minute on the subject of the propositions 
debated at the last meeting agreeably to what he then promised as follows— 
When I submitted this proposition to the Board I did not expect an oppo- 
Gener.1 ci»v«„„g. nitnute si^ion would he made to it on the part of the Governor 
on the piopusitious at last General, and still less could I imagine, he would have 
deemed that measure a violation of public faith which 
in effect is the result of his own opinion. I was glad to have his authority for 
a measure which so perfectly coincides with my own opinion, that however we 
may differ lu opinion with respect to the validity of the engagement itsclt with 
the Vizier, yet it pleased me niuch to find that I had still sufficient hghts before 
mo in the correspondence, nhich we have been only peimitted to see, to form 
my judgment on the portormance of the stipulations of the engagement on the 
part of the Company, and consequently to determine the right of withdrawing 
the troops The late Resident, in his letter of the 16th July, has been very 
explicit on the doubtful point of the engagement, whether or not the claim to 
the 40 lakhs was then due, and whether the continuance of the troops in the 
Vizier’s service afterwards was independent or not of the right to the 40 lakhs. 
He says, “ I cannot admit of the construction the Vizier puts on the agreement, 
namely that every condition specified in the letter must be accomplished before 
the payment becomes due.” It adds that the whole country of the Rohillas 
lying within the boundary, which originally formed the compass of our oper¬ 
ations, 18 , according to my conception, wholly and entirely his, thp Vizier’s. He 
thereupon orders Mr. Middleton to insist on the right to the 40 lakhs in ready 
money, and acquaints him that the continuance of the Brigade af^rwards with 
the Vizier must be considered as an indulgence. 

This is the late President’s own expression, and as I cannot conceive that 
an act of indulgence of the late administration can be deemed a right by the 
enjoyment of it since the 16th July, I flatter myself that the Governor Gene¬ 
ral upon reconsidering his sentiments at that period, will think himself not 
justmed m the imputotion be has laid on the Members of the Board who have 
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teen concerned in the proposition for withdrawing the troops out of the country 
of the Rolullas 

However, it has been objected that the Vizier may be offended at the exer¬ 
cise of tins nght at present I should think that not possible, if Mr. Middleton 
has done liis duty in communicating to him the late President’s sentiments, 
and making him understand how he has enjoyed an indulgence he was not 
entitled to If he has any gratitude he will be sensible of the favour he 
has received, and will, at the assurances Colonel Champion is now ordered to 
give him of the resolution of this new Government, maintain inviolably the 
treaties which the Company has with him for the mutual protection ot their 
respective ancient possessions. 

Mr Francis’ minute on the Mr. Prancis also delivers in the following minute on 
propositions o£ last Council tlio Same subjcct whicli he promised at the last Council. 
On tlie General’s 4th proposition 

With respect to the fourth article of the instructions now proposed to he 
given to Colonel Champion, or the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade, and 
in answer to the objections made to it by Mr Barwell and the Governor Gene¬ 
ral, I must declare that I am at a loss to comprehend how a demand for money, 
long since acknowledged to be due, but of which no part has yet been paid, 
can be offensive to the Vizier, if his intentions he as sincere and upright as 
they are represented. The mere claim of a debt does not of itself im])ly any 
doubt or suspicion of the honesty of the debtor, and since we have on our side 
lulfilled the conditions, which entitle us to make the demand, I think we 
should be guilty of a breach of duty to the Company if we did not repeat and 
insist upon it, until it should he complied with. I do not expect that the Vizier 
will act so injudicious a part as to give a plain direct negative to so regular 
and just a requisition If he should, 1 consider the base retreat of our army 
into our own territories, in consequence of such refusal, as the mildest and 
least vindictive measure that can be adopted by this Government. In return 
to so gross a breach of faith, I do not see how it is possible for us to act with 
greater moderation This however is a case, which may rather be supposed 
than expected. From the character given of the Vizier not only by Colonel 
Champion, but by Mr Middleton (whom Mr Barwell is pleased to call the 
Public Agent of the former Government^ notwithstanding he has been repeated¬ 
ly desoiibed and acknowledged as the private Agent of the late Piesident), it 
seems more probable that he will endeavour to elude or protract the execution 
of his engagements than that he will plainly and absolutely refuse to comply 
with them The conditions which the late Government have unfortunately 
suffered him to prescribe to them, considered merely as the terms of a contract 
(for I do not now mean to insist ih a political view, upon the danger and dis¬ 
honour of submitting to such condition) are so loose and unguarded, that they 
will always furnish him with a pretence for referring the payment of the forty 
lakhs, to a future day. In his letter to the President, which we are told has a 
sanction equal to the most solemn treaty, and which in fact is the only authen¬ 
tic document we have to appeal to, he declares, “ That he is the master in these 
atfaiis and that the troops shall never quit his service untill he shall voluntarily 
dismiss them ” If wo recall the Brigade without his consent, or if we confine 
its operation within any limits disagieeable to him or inconsistent with his pro¬ 
jects, he will of course appeal to his'letter and tell us, that since we do not 
adhere to the engagement prescribed to us in one part of the letter, he is not 
bound to fulfil the conditions stipulated in the other. If we have the Brigade 
with him, and suffer it to be employed as he thinks proper (which I presume 
could never be intended without any limitation of time or service) he may 
still express an apprehension that when he has paid the money the troops will 
be withdrawn, and therefore that be cannot safely part with so considerable 
a sum, until he himself shall have granted them their dismission. By this 
way ot reasoning, which in my opinion may well be supported by the terms of 
his letter, tlie payment of the 40 lakhs is made to depend upon an act, which 
depends upon his own pleasure, and consequently may be deferred ixne die. 
By the late President's letter to him of the 18th July last, it appears this is the 
construction which the Vizier himsQif then put upon the agreement In his 
answer to Colonel Champion’s first" demand of the 40 lakhs he says that “ when 
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the English troops have concluded his business, and he thinks proper to dismiss 
them, he will at the time of dismissing them give them the sum of 40 lakhs of 
rupees according to his agreement.” But even at this moment both Mr 
Barwell and the Governor General evidently consider the success of the demand* 
as united with the continuance of the troops in their present situation, when 
they allege that the recall of the Brigade may fumisli the Vi/aer with a plea 
for refusing to pay the 40 lakhs, notwithstanding they acknowledge the money 
to he due, independently of the Brigade quitting or continuing in his service 
but they have not yet asserted, in writing at least, that it ought to be continued 
m his service for ever. 

With respect to the Company’s being bound to guarantee this newly con¬ 
quered country to the Vizier, and to support him m the possession of it, I 
difEer widely though with all the respect and deference which 1 owe Mr Bar- 
well, from the formal opinion delivered by him, that “ the preserving to the 
Vizier the possession of the Domain lately acquired by him is as much an obli¬ 
gation upon the present Government, as the securing to him any other part of 
his dominions, and that it is equally withm the spirit of the defensive treaty, 
as if it had been specifically named therein ” I am happy to find that so dan¬ 
gerous an obligation is not among the burthens imposed upon the Company by 
their servants It is not stipulated nor in any manner intimated in the Vizier’s 
letter If such a guarantee had been expected by him he would not have failed 
to have made his claim to it clear and secure by a specific ai tide, or at least by 
a lefercnce to those foimal treaties, by which the Company is bound to assist 
him in the defence of his other possessions. It appears to me that, in the late 
expedition, we have assisted him in a rank not so high as even that of alliance. 
He pays us a subsidy for the hire of our troops, and if the projected conquest 
takes place, he promises us a share in the plunder We do not enquire into nor 
think ouiselves concerned in the justice of the cause in which the tioops are to 
act They march at his requisition and are solely under his command. When 
the object of the expedition is obtained, the sum which he engages to pay in 
return tor their ser\ice becomes due. Beyond the completion of that service, I 
do not find that the late Government have ventured to involve the Company, at 
least hv any engagements that have yet come to our knowdedgo. All our advices 
agree in saying that the Chiefs of the Kohillas have capitulated with the Vizier, 
and that the reduction of the Rohilla Country is compleated I do not theielore 
see the least pretence for continuing the Brigade in its present station unless it 
be to assist him in making further conquests. 


My first general argument for agreeing to the fifth proposition is, that it is 
Kti, strictly conformablc to the sentiments and injunctions of 

the Court of Directors deliberately and repeatedly, though 
very ineffectually communicated to their servants They have approved of the 
engagement to assist the Vizier m the defence of the possessions guaranteed to 
him by the treaty of Illahabad in case they should be attacked, and at present 
I have no reason to suppose that they will be averse from extending that engage¬ 
ment to the possessions which he has lately acquired by the pacific title of a 
purchase. On the other hand they have most expressly and uniformly and on the 
soundest principles of policy, reprobated the idea of engaging with him m schemes 
of conquest, or of suffering their troops to he employed in distant expeditions 
I am not surprised that this consideration should have had weight with the 
Governor General, who in his letter to Sujah Dowlah, of the 26th November 
1773, confesses “ that the order of his superiors are peremptory, not to suffer 
their arms to be carried beyond the line of their own boundaiies or those of his 
Excellency, their ally.” But I must confess my astonishment at the declara¬ 
tion made by Mr Barwell that he “ sees no reason why the tyoops should be 
debarred acting, if necessary, in securing to the Vizier his late acquisitions.” 
I presume it was not considered by Mr Barwell, to whose opinion I pay a 
sincere, and unaffected deference, that the Vizier is to be the sole judge of the 


necessity and of the mode of employing the troops in his defence. and that if 
he should declare that his late conquest can not otherwise be secured, than by 
their contmmng to be stationed upon the skirts of the Mountains of Tibet, wo 
must yield to his judgment and assist him in that mode which he shall thmk 
most advisable, and most for the benefit of his own affairs. This appears to me, 
to be the amount and result of all the arguments urged against our .agreeing to 
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the fifth article. In my opinion they lead inevitably to this conclusion • If at 
this time, the recall of our troops is to be considered as a breach of faith with 
the Visier I wait with anxiety to he informed at what time and m what cir- 
cumstance the recall of our troops without his consent, will not be a breach 
of faith with him. He has told us in plain terms, “ that without his dismis¬ 
sion the English army shall never go,” and we, it seems, by the acceptance of 
his letter, have given it the sanction of the most solemn treaty. For my own 
part I do not scruple to declare, that if this extravagant engagement had been 
ratified in all the forms, by which public treaties are usually authenticated, but 
none of which have been observed upon the present occasion, I should reject it 
with disdain. The reasons I have stated are alone very sufficient to induce me 
to agree to the 6th article of General Clavering’s proposition I shall add how¬ 
ever as the most urgent and instant motive of my assent, that as long as we 
suffei one third of the Company’s forces to be stationed in the Rohillah Country 
at the disposal of the Vizier, whose own troops by the returns amount to above 
a hundred thousand men, we leave that considerable portion of oui strength 
in a great measure at lus mercy, and hazard the safety of the State. 

(Sd) P. FRANCIS. 

4th November 1774 


Fort William, the 7th November 1774. 

At a Council, piibsbnt 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warkbn Hastings, Governor General, President 
Monday. Lieut General John Clavbeing 
Richard Harwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq 
Colonel Monson, indisposed. 

Ordered that it be translated and laid before the Board 

The Governor lays before the Board two bags, one containing one hundred 
The President offer* hi. forty-six gold moliurs, the other containing three 
nuz/ur* to bo carried to the hundred and twenty-seven rupees of different sorts 
Company’s credit whicli wero presented to him in nuzzurs by different 

persons from the 1st August to the Sl-st October He has not thought it proper 
to discoutinue the custom but has accepted the presents on the behalf of the 
Company, meaning to deliver for their use at the end of each month the sums 
so received by him in the course of it, which in his opinion will be preferable 
to an abrupt rejection of such offers, winch are intended by immemonal usage, 
as pledges of respect and submission, and accepted as an implied assurance of 
protection. 

He submits his intention m this respect to the judgment of the Council 
and will readily correct it, if they shall deem the subject of so much import¬ 
ance as to prescribe a general rule of conduct more conformable to the design 
and letter of the last Act of Parliament. 

Ordered that the money be sent to the cash and carried in account to the 
Received ...to the ca*h Company’s credit under the head of nuzzurs, ak that 
whatever sums may be hereafter tendered by the Gov- 
ernor, be received and credited in the same manner. 

The General conceiving it to be the intention of the legislature, that the 
The General. op.mon on thi. Covemor General and members of the Council should 
receive no presents either from the Indian powers or 
any persons whatever, he has strictly complied since his arrival here, both with 
the spirit and the letter of the Act of Parliament and has accordingly returned 
all the presents which have been made to him. 

Mr. Franc..' opinion on thw delivers his opimon on this subject in 

^ the following words. 
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I have not yet received nor do I intend to accept of any nazir or present 
whatsoever. The prohibition in the Act of Parliament appears to me so strict 
that I think no choice is left my own discretion This however is a point on 
which ev^ery gentleman will judge for himself, and I do not mean to impute 
the least impropriety to any opinion that may differ from mine on this subject. 

(Sd) P PllANCIS 


Fort William, the 8th November 1774 
At a. Council, puesent 


Secret Dept. The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor General, President, 
Tuesday. Lieut. General John Clavi<ring 
Richard Bar well, Esq 
Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson, indisposed 

The President gives in the following proposition for the consideration of 
the Board 


The Governor recommends that the clause in the late instructions given to 
^ , the Commander of the Aimy requniiig him to withdraw 

a overnor g propogi ion Brigade into the Province of Oudo after payment 
or security obtained for the sums due from the Vizier, he repealed and that a 
discretionary pow'cr be left with the Officer who may be in the Command of 
the Brigade, to continue it m its station at Raragaut until the Viziei’s Gov¬ 
ernment shall be effectually established in his new acquired possessions, or 
other circumstances shall induce the Officer in Command to believe that the 
English foices may evacuate that country without exposing it to the danger 
of tresh hostilities. 


He begs leave to observe that at the time when the Resolution was taken 
for withdrawing the Brigade, it was supposed to he, from the last advices, m the 
most distant extremity of the Rohillah Country, but we are since assured by 
authority that it was on the point of returning to Ramgaut, which lies within 
60 miles o( the borders of the Piovmce of Oude, in winch station it will be 
equally able to perform any service for which it may be required, as if it was 

Q uartered within tho limits of the Province of Oude, and means may he easily 
ound to induce the Vizier to give his voluntary assent to its entire retreat 
without much loss of time from the Rohillah Country That country 
though conquered is not in a state of confirmed subjection Fyzoollah Khan 
has submitted to the conditions imposed on him, and to acknowledge himself 
the vassal of the Vizier, but he is at liberty and may again assert his preten¬ 
sions to the teiriiory which has been wrested from him, if he sees no danger m 
the attempt. His forces were ordered to be transported beyond the Ganges, 
but they still exist though disbanded, and may with ease be reassembled if it 
should suit their former Chief to recall them, before time were allowed them 
to disperse or to seek other masters To ensure the permanent possession of 
the new acquired country, proper officers must be stationed in it by tlie Vizier 
to establish his Government, and regulate the collections. These ends may be 
effected with ease, and the danger of the revolt effectually obviated by the 
temporary presence of that force by which the country was reduced, whereas 
the precipitate recall of tho English army in opposition to the Vizier, and 
before the settlement of the country was completed, would be inevitably con¬ 
strued as a sure indication that the present administration of the Company dis¬ 
approved of the late engagements with the Vizier for the conquest of the Ro- 
hulah Country, and was resolved to Withdraw its interposition from all future 
concerns m that quarter. Such a belief at this time might be the cause of a 
general revolt, and of the loss of all the advantages obtained by our arms which, 
whatever diversity of opinion may prevail concerning the propriety of the past 
transactions, the’Governor is persuaded is very foreign from the intention of 
every Member of the Council. He does not form these as certain, but probable 
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conclusions, and as they may be prevented by a temporary continuance of the 
Brigade at Eamgaut, or in any other station equally convenient for their pre¬ 
sent protection of the Eohillah Country; as there is no possible service for it in 
any other part of the Vizier’s dominions, and as the proposition now submitted 
to the Board is entirely consistent with the instructions already given by the 
Council to the Commander of the Army, the Governor hopes it will obtain their 
concurrence Ho wishes to take the opinion of Mr Monson upon this occasion, 
and 13 willing to allow it an effect m the decision which may be passed upon the 
question, as that gentleman is prevented by sickness from attending at the Board, 
and joined with the majority in the resolution for withdrawing the Brigade. 

(Sd> WARREN HASTINGS. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board that in consequence of the mmutes of 
the members present at the Council of yesterday, which have been shown to 
Colonel Monson, at his desire, he has just sent the following minute on the 
subject, requesting that it may be recorded as his sentiments on the receiving of 
Nuzzers and presents. 

Altho’ I did not suppose it necessary to have made any declaration 
, with regard to presents, &c , as the late Act of Parliament 
0 one onaon a mmu o undoubtedly abolished that pernicious custom, which 
at all times would have been more honoured in the breach than the observance, 
yet as all the other Members of the Board have thought it necessary to give 
their sentiments on the subject I find myself under the necessity of stating 
mine. 

Every one who looks into (the late Act must clearly understand that the 
acceptance of all Nuzzers, presents, &c, is illegal, liable to piosecution and 

S enalties The Nuzzers that have been tendered to me I have refused, with 

eclarations of mildness and civility, nor have I observed that the not accepting 
them has given the least disgust or uneasiness to the persons who made the 
offer, On the contrary, I am well convinced that the people will be better 
pleased to find that justice and right is done them without giving their money, 
than paying, as they call it for " Master’s favor.” It may be said the custom is 
an old one, and marks the vassallage from the sovereignty. It might have been 
so, but that can be no longer urged, as the custom is superseded by an Act of 
the legislature which should be explained to the people by the publication of 
that clause of the Act translated into the country languages 

I therefore in obedience to the prohibition made by the Act, have refused 
and shall continue to refuse all Nuzzers, presents &c. which may be offered 
me. 

(Sd.) Geo. MONSON. 


Port William, the 14th November 1774. 

At a Council, present 

Secret Dept. The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor General, President 
Monday. Lieut. General John Clavbeing. 

Richard Baewbll, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel G. Monson, indisposed. 

Mr Francis in conformity to the intention he expressed at the last Council 
Mr Francis’s opinion on ^^w delivers m his seutimonts upon the Governor 
the Governor’s proposal ot the General’s proposal to alter the instructions sent to the 
8th delivered in— Oommauder of the Army in the Rohillah Country. 

In the consideration of the Governor General’s minute of the 8th mstant, 
Mr Pranow’s mmute pleasure to ohserve that, in one respect, his 

sentiments and mine are not so distant as I apprehended 
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they might be. He does not affirm nor even intimate “ that the preserving 
to the Vizier the possession of the Rohillah Country, is as much an obligation 
on the present Government, as the securing to him any other part of his domi¬ 
nions, and equally within the spirit of the defensive treaty, as if it had been 
specially* named therein ” The Governor General urges Uis proposal on parti¬ 
cular motives of policy and temporary convenience, independent of any positive 
obligation that might bind us to act against our interests or opinion This is 
the only ground on which I can consider the question, for after having had 
the honour of laying my sentiments with respect to tho whole business of the 
Rohillah war, repeatedly and deliberately before the Roard, I think it cannot 
be expected of me that I should so suddenly renounce the general piinciplcs on 
which these sentiments were founded Meeting the Governor General there¬ 
fore on Ills own principles I beg leave to say that I do not think his arguments 
conclusive Our past advices inform us that the Biigado was to leave the ex¬ 
tremities of the Rohillah Country on the 15th of October before which time the 
remains of the Rohillah army would be sent across the Ganges This measure, 
I presume, was resolved on with the consent of the Vizicr. He himself theiefore 
must have considered the country as completely reduced to his obedience 
and the new Government secure from any attempt in that quarter. The re¬ 
treat of the army to Ramgaut is a measure of his own If tho distance of sixty 
miles be all the difference between the station recommended by the Governor 
General and that to winch a majority of the Board have deteimined at all 
events to. hi mg back tho Brigade, I cannot discover any motive, even of conve¬ 
nience, tor our hesitating to adopt a measure which conforms to the sentiments 
of our superiors , replaces tho Company’s troops within the lino prescribed to 
us by their stiict and repeated injunctions , and removes them but sixty miles 
from that station to which the Vizier himself has approved of the retiring. 

I do not understand from what premises it can be concluded that we mean 
to desert the interest of tho Vizier while our army continues with him, and 
when the Commanding Officer is directed to remain in the country of Oude, if 
the Vizier should require it for the defence of any part of his ancient domi¬ 
nions. The absolute return of the Brigade to Dinapoi'e is not to take place but 
upon his plain direct refusal to fulfil his engagements to tho Company. Even 
with icspect to the security of the new conquest, whatever the determina¬ 
tion of the Board on that subject may be, the mere retreat of the Brigade 
within the Eiontiers of Oude cannot, m my opinion, warrant a conclusion that 
the present administration is resolved to withdraw its interposition from all 
future concerns with the Rohillah Country. The utmost that the late Govern¬ 
ment undertook to execute for the Vizier, has been long since completed 
The return of the Brigade to their former situation is no more than the natural 
consequence of their having peiiormed the service on which they were employ¬ 
ed , neither can their retreat, with any degree of justice, be called precipttate. 
Our first instructions to Colonel Champion wore not dispatched until the 4th 
instant. In twenty days they would probably reach him. Fifteen days more 
are allowed for finishing the particular negotiation entrusted to him with the 
Vizier and we have since extended the term prescribed, in order to make an 
allowance for the Commanding Officer’s journey to Eyzabad, and for his return 
to Ramgaut, which cannot, upon the whole, make less than addition of ten 
days, The service for which the troops were engaged by Sujah Dowla was 
finally determined on the 15th of October, since on that day they return from 
Lall Daung From that to the earliest day, on which it is possible for the army 
to begin its march in obedience to our orders, there is a space of sixty-two days 
dunng which he enj'oys all the countenance and support that can be derived 
from the appearance of our arms in settling and establishing the (new) Gov¬ 
ernment of his new conquest. In this computation I state the time strictly, 
and allow all possible advantages, against my own argument The truth is, 
that the Vizier has been in possession of the whole country siuce August last, 
and of the greatest part of it since April. He has consequeatty had all that 
time to regulate his affairs. 

What I have had the honour of submitting to the Board is meant as a 
reply to the Governor General’s arguments and not as the foundation of my 
deolinmg to assent to his proposal. My determination to vote for the recall of 
the Brigade from the Rohillah Country is founded on motives whidi I have 
131 
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already stated to the Board, and hitherto I find no reason to alter it. On the 
contrary, as I really think it probable that we may shortly be engaged in a war* 
with the Mahrattas, in behalf of Sujah Dowla As the country t of the Bohil- 
lahs is very remote from that of the Mahrattas, as it lies out of the line of their 
incursions, as their attack will therefore probably be made upon those parts of 
the Vizier’s Dominions which lie nearest to us (and which we are obliged by 
treaty to protect), if not immediately upon our own provinces, I think there 
ought not to be the delay of a single day beyond the term already allowed for 
our evacuating a country which we are not hound by any stipulation to defend, 
and which we'canuot defend without neglecting objects, more important to the 
Vizier himself and in which our own safety is immediately concerned. 

(Sd) P. PRANCIS. 


Mr Barwfll ngrees to 
OoveraOT a [iropoattl 


Colonel Monaon 


Mr Barwcll agrees to the Governor’s proposal for 
altering the instructions sent to the Commanding Officer. 

Colonel Monson to whom the Governor's Minute of 
the 8th instant has been sent for his opinion sends m 

the following— 

I am extremely sensible of tho indulgence shown by the Hon’ble the Gov- 

,,, , „ . , eruor General in allowing my opinion to have its con- 

tolonei Monaon a minute i 

sequence in the decision of a question before the Board, 
notwithstanding I am prevented by sickness attending there I have already 
given my sentiments on the subject, and am the more stongly confiimed in 
them, as the latest advices from Colonel Champion mention that he should 
see the Rohillahs pass the river before he would march to Ramgaut The 
Vizier tlierefore will be m possession of the country, and our part of the stipu¬ 
lation accomplished 

The Bngade is to remain in the Province of Oude at the requisition of the 
Vizier for defensive measures. 


The Rohillah Country, a conquest made by the Vizior since tho treaties of 
Illahabacl and Benaras, cannot be considered within those treaties, if the Com¬ 
pany are to defend that country it is a cogent reason against aiding the Vizier 
in the conquest of it. 

Colonel Champion is of opinion} that it is necessary to prepare for the re¬ 
ception of the Mahrattas by posting the Brigade centrically, and putting their 
stores, &c , in proper order. The most effectual road to prevent the inroads of 
the Mahrattas is to have our force within our own provinces. I therefore 
would advise that the Brigade sliould return to Dinapore unless demanded by 
the Vizier for the protection of his ancient dominions 


(Sd) G. MONSON 


The General gives his sentiments upon the same subject m the following 
minute— 

The Council Chamber, November 14th, 1774 
The result of the Governor General’s minute now delivered m to the 
General’s minute Board, being that the Older which has been sent to 

ra B minu Colonel Champion to withdraw the Brigade within a cer¬ 

tain time out of the Rohillah Country in consequence of the Resolution of the 
Council on the 4th and 5th propositions, which 1 submitted to the Board on the 
20th ultimo, may be annulled, and that Colonel Champion, or the Commander 
of the Army, he directed to remain at Ramgaut, where the last intelligence 
mentioned he was retiring, till the new Government in the Rohillah Country be 
quite estabhsbed. 

• Vtde Colonel Champion a letter of the 24th Jnly 1774 Letter from Select Cotamittee, to the Court of 
Diroctors, of 24th August, ftud Colons! Cbampion's last loatruotioaa to Colouel Galliez 
t Ftdei Preeident'B Minute of 26th November 1773 
i Letter, 17tb September 1774 

132 
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The arguments employed by the Governor General to recommend tins 
alteration in our resolutions are, first, that the llohillas might take up arms again 
and recover their country, if our army left it, secondly, that so precipitate a 
step would persuade the Vizier that the Governor General and Council were 
not well disposed towards him, thirdly, that the Brigade not being now wanted 
within our own Provinces it might on any exigency be soon brought into the 
country of Oude, as the distance from Ramgaut to the neaiest part of the 
Vizier’s dominions is not more than 60 miles. 

In reply to these arguments I will beg leave to state that we are not any 
more obliaed to defend the Rolnllah Country for the Vizier than we were to 
Conauer it for him Tliat I consider the verbal promise by virtue of which 
the late President engaged to match the Brigade to attack the Rohillahs as no 
treaty it had none of the requisites of a contract, there was neither witness 
nor signature to it. But I will go further and declare that if this engage¬ 
ment had been provided with all the formalities of a solemn treaty, I would 
not have hesitated to have given my vote to have broken it because firstly. 
It was an unjust war; secondly, it is exactly the law which the legislature has 
pointed out to us for our interference when it invested the Governor General 
and Council with a power of comptrollmg the other Presidencies ; thirdly, the 
Directors have repeatedly prohibited the Governor and Council of the Presi¬ 
dency undertaking any schemes of foreign conquest, or departing from the 
absolute lino of the defence of the possessions of the Company together with 
those which they are engaged to defend by the Treaty of Illahabad; fourthly, 
because the late President and Council have pledged every thing that can be 
dear to them as men, never to depart fiom the solemn promise they made, w'hen 
they signed their names to the 30bh paragraph of their letter to the Court of 
Directors from the Select Committee of the 10th November 1772 in the fol¬ 
lowing words • “ In one point you may rest assured of our unanimous concur¬ 
rence, that no object or consideration shall either tempt or compell us, to pass 
the political line which we have laid down for our operations with the Vizior. 
We have told him and repeated that we will assist him with your force m the 
defence of his dominion against all invaders, but that we will not engage in any 
offensive war, nor suffer your army to be earned beyond the holders of bis 
territory and to this resolution we will steadily adhere ” 

I might add to these four considerations, which it is to be hoped will have 
some weight with the Governor General, considering the authority with which 
some of them at least are stamped, that it is to be reasonably apprehended that 
if the powers of Indostan shall perceive that the Governor General and Council, 
in imitation of their predecessors m office, do continue to afford protection to the 
Vizier in maintaining his unjust acquisition of the Rolnllah country, they will 
confederate with the remains of those unhappy people to extirpate the Vizier, 
and then attack the Company’s possessions perhaps at the different Presidencies 
at the same time. 

In regard to the interpretation which, the Governor General suggests, the 
Vizier will put on so abrupt a departure of the Brigade from the Rohillah 
Country before he has fully established his own authority in it, if the Governor 
General will be pleased to refer to dates, he will find it must be near two 
months from the day when Fyzoollah Klian capitulated to the time allowed to 
the Commander of the Army to withdraw the Brigade into the country of Oude, 
which time will be judged more than sufficient to establish his Government in 
a ruined country, deserted by its inhabitants and protectors, without other pur¬ 
poses are intended, the drift of which have appeared by the opinion delivered 
by Mr Barwell at tins Board, namely, that we are equally bound to defend his 
acquisition of the Rohillah Country against all invaders, as well as his antient 
domain. If such opinions have been transmitted to the Vizier, it is high time 
he should be undeceived for his own sake, and for our reputation. This new 
administration will not exceed, I trust, the powers which hav^ been confided 
to them by the legislature and the Hon’ble Court of Directors, whose sanction 
as yet only authorises us to comply with the stipulations of the Treaty of 
Illahabad. 

With regard to the last argument that the Brigade is not now wanted 
within the Company’s possession, and that the distance between Ramgaut and 
133 ° 



the nearest part of tire country of Oude being go short that in case of an exf. 
gency it might easily be transported into that country, I will remark that the 
new administration can only judge of the necessity of the troops being nearer 
the Company’s frontiers, by the oorrespondenee that has been laid before the 
Council, by which correspondence, curtailed as it has been, it still appears that 
both the Governor General and the Commander of the Army thought that the 
Mahrattas would return upon the Ganges in the autumn. If their conjectures 
were just, it certainly would be very proper to be prepared for the danger by 
approaching with the army nearer to the frontiers of Bahar, which frontiers 
are at present only protected by one battallion of sepoys, and 62 European 
invalids at Chunagur, by seven companies of Brigade Sepoys at Ihnapore, and 
one company of the latter at Buxar, the rest of the army being stationed as 
low down as Burrampore, and consequently not able to protect the frontiers of 
Bahar, m case it should be suddenly attacked by the Mahrattas, the King, or 
any other power whom we may have provoked. 

It IS for this reason, as well as my desire to pay obedience to the command 
of the Court of Directors who have enjoined that their arms should never be 
carried beyond the hue they have so exactly delineated, that I hope the orders 
sent to the Commander of the Army may not be revoked. 

Resolved by the majority of the Board that the paragraph in the instruc¬ 
tions to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade requiring him to withdraw 
the army into the Province of Oude, after the receipt of the money or security 
for it from the Vizier, do remain in force. 


Port "William, the 2Ist November 1774. 

Ax A Council, present 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warren Hastings, Governor General, President. 
Monday. Lieut General John Clavebing, 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Colonel Monson, indisposed. 

Mr. Barwell begs leave to record the following Minute— 

The reply made by Mr. Francis to the Governor General’s and my objec¬ 
tions to the propositions of the Commander-in-Chief in its stile and substance 
IS of such a nature that I reserved to myself at the time the right of animad¬ 
verting upon it, when I might be at leisure without delaying the public business, 
which was before the Board, and more immediately the object of its deliber¬ 
ations. 

The whole proceedings in the business of the peremptory demand on the 
Vizier and the positive unconditional recall of the troops from his assistance, 
1 must frankly confess appear to me rather in the light of a reprobation of the 
measures of the late administration than leading to any real benefit to be de¬ 
rived to the Company, and I think myself justified in this sentiment from the 
language of the minute before me, which treats the agreement with the Vizier 
for aid in the Rohilla war as a loose unguarded contract which that adiuij^s|iif|i> 
tion “ unfortunately suffered the Vizier to prescribe to” them, and then subnet- 
ted to with all the danger and dtskonor which attended it. A contract so 
extravagant that bad it even been ratified in all the forms of a public treaty 
and consequently public faith solemnly pledged for its performance Mr, France 
would have rejected tt tctih disdaw. I can hardly conceive words capable of 
conveying a more strong, and possibly ttie Court of Directors may judge more 
unjust, censure of the late administration than these, or a more free declaration 
of the small obligations which Mr. Francis thinks he lies under to treat their 
engagements either with personal respect or public good faith. 

In this place I may likewise notice his observation on the Governor Gene¬ 
ral “ of not being surprised at the Company’s orders having Use weight with 
him, because it appears from his to tW Vizier he was fully apprised o^ 
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them.” But why orders should hare less weight because they are fully 
known! with deference to Mr. Francis, I cannot understand, and I hope he 
will therefore pardon me for calling* upon him for an explanation of his meaning, 
for in my humble apprehension every order receives its weight and consideration 
from the knowledge it immediately communicates, and is not disregarded in 
proportion as it becomes known I have therefore only to remark that all 
oonolusiona as to the Governor General’s undisguised opinions of things drawn 
from his correspondence with the Vizier are partial, and may be often mistaken. 
He must be a shallow politician indeed who, in negotiating with a foreign power, 
does not know how to conceal his real sentiments at times, and often to urge 
motives which tho’ different from the true ones are better calculated in 
their operation to produce the effects that may be proposed. The Governor 
General’s sentiments of the Vizier and our connections with him ought only to 
be taken from his unreserved confidential communications with the Board. 

Mr. Francis is pleased to say that, whatever he may think of the Governor 
General's opinion, he is astonished that I should declare for acting, if necessary, 
in defence of the Viziqr’s late acquisitions which he thinks is contrary to sound 
policy and to the Company's orders. I have already given reasons for my opinion, 
and I do not flatter myself with being able to add anything of greater force to 
effect an alteration in his , however I will endeavour to remove his surpnse at 
my sentiments by showing they are grounded on principles similar to his own, 
and that 1 think the measure I support perfectly consonant to sound policy and 
the spirit of the Company’s instructions. It often happens with States that 
their situations are such that, by extending their frontier, they bnng their line 
of defence to more prescribed, of course to more defined, narrow and compact 
limits, and it is an uneontroverted maxim in politicks that natural boundaries 
are always the most secure. The territories of the Vizier before his late acqui* 
sition undoubtedly stood in that predicament towards that part of the Rohillah 
country. He had no barrier of any kind He was not only exposed to the incur* 
sions of those people, but also to those of the Mahrattas who, either by force or 
agreement, were sure to obtain from the Eohillahs a passage thro’ their 
country to attack him, and we consequently were subject from the same cause 
to be annually called out in his defence. This is not mere speculation, for two 
successive yeais previous to the Treaty of Benares, were we m the field to pro¬ 
tect him from that quarter, and that upon the old stipulation of Rs 1,16,000 
per month for our whole expences. The Vizier endeavoured to form an alliance 
with these people to obviate, if possible, the danger from their hostile enter- 

E rises, they entered into a treaty with him, broke it afterwards and call’d in 
18 enemies to protect them. In this situation who can deny that it was the 
soundest policy in the Vizier to attempt their reduction ?—how far it was similar 
policy in us to assist him is another question, but it appears to mo that if the 
tranquillity and security of the Vizier’s dominions be the object of our alliance 
with him, we cannot more effectually secure that object than by aiding to re¬ 
move a constant cause of uneasiness and disturbance to him, and procure for 
him natural barriers to his dominions on the quarter where they were most ex¬ 
posed. That the country in question affords this barrier is certain, it shelters 
mm absolutely to the north by the Thibet mountains, and to the south and 
west by the Ganges, a nver hazardous at aU times for an enemy to cross. That 
it was on these ideas the Rohilla expedition was undertaken appears manifestly 
from the records of the Council and Select Committee, where that country is 
always mentioned standing in the predicament here defined, and in effect its 
defence against the Mahrattas was taken up on these very grounds two years 
past without any particular stipulations for the service or contract for 40 lakhs 
on its success. 

I trust I have sufficiently explained to the Board, and particularly to Mr. 
Francis, who is surpnsed at my declanng for the defence of the Rohilla country, 
the motives upon which I ground my opinion. I think I have clearly shown it 
was sound policy in the late Board to undertake the expedition, ^t the defence 
and security of the Vizier’s dominions rendered it eligible, that it had received 
mature consideration before it came recommended from the Chair, and that if 
what I have already pointed out are the objects of our alliance with the Vizier 
often approved of by the Company, the late administration could not have 
acted more conformably to their u^erests and intentions. 
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IMEucU notice has been taken in the course of our debates on these suly ects of 
the expression in the Vizier’s letter of hie right to retain and dismiss the Brigade 
—“ I am the master in these points and without my leave never never shall it 
depart,” and it has been held forth as dictating in the most imperious manner his 
commands to the Council, but these Asiatic expressions will not alter the nature 
of the transaction with those who know the fact, that the terms were dictated 
by the Board and meant to convey to his mind that if he aoquieseed to the pro¬ 
positions made the aid to be granted should be effectual; and yet such were the 
advantages asked for the Company that even m ith this assurance of solid and 
effectual support, the Board did not flatter themselves he would have consented, 
but doubted, so hard were the conditions, his acceptance of the terms proffered. 
Further, I conceive the expression alluded to, as referring only to the condition 
of retaining at all times a brigade of our troops for the defence of his dominions 
when he shall require it, and continue to pay the subsidy stipulated by the Treaty 
of Banares. The very nature of all such compacts, are that the party requiring 
and paying for such defensive aid shall be the sole judge of the necessity of 
demandmg it and shall retain it while he thinks the necessity lasts, without 
however precluding the other party from recalling it to its own defence or on 
other exigences, the contract is mutual and the conditions so intimately tyed 
together that they necessarily and consequently stand or fall to the ground at 
the same time: while you retain, you pay, when you recall, the pay ceases. On 
such terms I confess I wish the Vizier may always retain a brigade of our 
troops; it would ease the Company of the heavy burthen of one-third of their 
whole army, and at the same time preserve it equally ready for then service, 
whenever the urgency of their own affairs should oblige them to recall it. 

On the whole, I have objected to the late measures not only on the general 
grounds but as to the mode ot proceeding At the time the General laid his pro¬ 
posal before the Board, we had accounts of a proposal pending for finishing 
the war entirely, we were informed that the negotiations with the Vizier for the ’ 
payment of the sums due from him were m good tram, and we were in hourly 
expectations of hearing something more definitive on these heads. Vet m 
this situation, without taking time to enquire fully into the origin and nature 
of our engagements with the Vizier, without even reading the correspondence 
with Mr, Middleton, which had been called for and were then laying on the 
table unopened, we enter into resolutions which either precipitate or counteract 
all the former measures We call away the Resident from the Vizier’s Court, a 
nxeasure always bearing an hostile aspect, and we order Colonel Champion 
or whoever should by chance have the chief command, without regard either 
to his talents or his temper, to demand with the brigade at his back imme¬ 
diate payment of the Vizier or to withdraw from him, leaving him with his 
new conquests and old dominions to defend themselves. The natural tendency 
of these steps is a public disapprobation of past measures and a publication to 
the world of the censure they fix on the late administration, they may give rise to 
jealousy m the mind of the Vizier and create feara of hostile intentions towards 
him, and consequently induce him to attempt evading or protracting the full¬ 
filling his engagements, untill ho shall be convinced how we mean to act with 
regard to ours, to endanger the loss of the new conquests and to encourage the 
invasion of his ancient terntorities from the notion that we had withdrawn our 
protection from him, and consequently to involve us in new difficulties whether 
we abide by our treaties to defend him or remain spectators while he may be 
crush'd. Happily I think part of the mischief will be \)revented by the reatic- 
tiou of the country being entirely completed and the payments in a great mea¬ 
sure made before these orders could arrive, but still I apprehend enough of bad 
effects, and once more declare my total dissent to the opinions of the majority ' 
of the Board. 

(Sd.) B. BARWELL. 


Mr. Francis also begs leave to enter the following explanation in reply to 
lir. Barwell— 

Mr Francis in order to remove every possible doubt from Mr. Barwell’s 
luiud concerning the force and intention of his observations on the political 
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measures of the late administration, desires leave to observe, that he did un¬ 
doubtedly mean to assert a strong disapprobation of those measures, and that 
the terms, in which he has expressed himself, are mild and moderate in 
comparison of what he really thinks of their conduct. At all events he con¬ 
siders it as his strict right to give his opinion freely in Council declaring at the 
same time that he meant no personal offence to any man. If this were a con¬ 
test about toords, and if things of the greatest moment were not at stake, Mr, 
Francis would wish to recall Mr. Barwell’s attention to the studied courtesy and 
respect, with which Mr. Francis ventured to express a difference from him in 
matter of opinion. 

With regard to that point on which Mr Barwell is pleased to call on Mr. 
Francis for an explanation, he <rilhngly gives it to him in the following 
terms. 

“ It was to his purpose to show that the late Council had acted in diame¬ 
trical opposition to the orders and sentiments of the Court of Directors. It did 
not however necessarily follow, that they were all aware that they were doing 
so. He therefore hoped that the consideration of those orders might still have 
great weight with Mr Barwell, though he eould not expeet that they should 
have so much weight with the Governor General, who had confessed to Suja 
Dowla, that he was acting against the peremptory orders of his superiors.” 

For what reasons the Governor should make such a declaration to the 
Vizier, would form a separate question. Having once made it, and having 
really acted up to his declaration, he is precluded from the possibility of recon¬ 
ciling his conduct with the letter or spirit of his instructions from home. In 
strict consistency of reasoning, the Governor General is bound to avow that he 
acted upon such principles of policy or evident necessity as, m his judgment, 
superseded the consideration of any orders from the Court of Directors. 

(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 


Fort William, the 8th December 1774. 

At a Council, pansaNT 

Secret Dept. The Hon’blb Warebn Hastings, Governor General, Preddent. 
Monday, Lieut General John Olaveeing. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The Governor General also delivers m the following copy of his address to the Court of Direo- 
tors and his Minute transmitted to them by the British King— 

To the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon'ble the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

' Fbrf William, 8rd December 1774. 

Hon’blb Sirs,— The accompanying sheets were originafiy begun in the 
form in which they now appear of a regular Minute, intended for a record on 
the consultations but to he transmitted abo as a number in the packet by the 
ship now under despatch, for your immediate perusal. But understanding since 
that the members composing the majority of the Council have drawn up a 
similar appeal in a letter to your Hon’ble Court, I consider it my duty to ad¬ 
dress you m the same form with the proposed Minute as an enclosure, earnestly 
recommending it to your attention. 

In these papers I have confined myself to the subject on W|floh they were 
expressly written, namely the justification of the late campidgu, and the exa- 
mi^tion of the Acts of the new Council. Not having yet Seen their letter, I 
cannot reply particularly to any other charge which it may contain. Yet I 
will beg leave to offer a few necessary remarks upon the state of your ooUeo- 
tions, treasury and expenses, as these are points on which the enquiries of the 
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gfc^tlranen of the majority, unless conducted with great care, may have misled 
them, and of winch it may be of very material consequence to me to prevent any 
impression which their representations may make, m default of more authentic 
information. 

That the collections should be less than they were some years ago, is an 
unavoidable consequence of the loss of inhabitants which this country sustamed 
in the dreadful calamity of the year 1770 It must still be the case in spite of 
every effort we may make; but the ciroumstanoes of this and the other causes 
which have contributed to the reduction of the revenue (particularly the an¬ 
ticipation of it m the salt districts) have been so often enlarged upon m tha 
Sm the following general letter* letters from the late Administration, that I will not 
ft trouble you with* a repetition. The actual receipts 

’3rd Decei 1772, pai-agraph 6 of last year (the Bengal year 1180) do however ex- 
27th February 1773 paragrapha cced thosc of the preceding year by three lakhs of 
^®’ioTh N’ovLS’r mfparagrapha ^upees, cxclusive of the profit on the salt trade, 
3,32, and 33 wbich IS quite a uew fund, and has amounted in- 

6 7^ 8 dependency of the duties, to sicca rupees ten lakhs, 

16thMarch 1774 paragraphic fifty-eight thousand, two hundred and fourteen 
18th October 1774, paragraph 6 (sicca Rs, 10,68,214), and the Very voluminous 
proceedings of the Revenue Council will evince how much of our time and 
attention has been engaged by this branch of your affairs 

The estimates transmitted you by the resolution which show a saving of 
twenty-two lakhs, ninety-five thousand, seven hundred and seventeen current 
rupees (22,95,717 Ct. Rs ) in the civil expenses, and of twenty-four lakhs, forty- 
three thousand, one hundred and nineteen current rupees (24,43,119 Ot Rs ) in 
the military, and our proceedings in the Board of Inspection which I beg leave 
to recommend to your observation, will satisfy you that our best endeavours 
have been exerted to establish the system of economy and method which you 
have so repeatedly enjoined, and as the stiongest proof of the success of these 
our endeavours and of the prosperity of your affaiis, I submit to your consider¬ 
ation the following short sketch of our present resources compared with our 
situation a twelve month ago. 

At the end of August 1773 our bond debt amounted to current rupees 
one hundred and twenty-five lacs, fifty-five thousand, six hundred and seven 
Ot. Rs. 1,26,ri6,007) and the temporary loan, which we had with difficulty 
laised, was barely sufficient to supply our present expences. The debt is now 
reduced to current rupees one hundred and ten lacs, seventy-two thousand, 
seven hundred and twenty-four (Ct. Rs 1,10,72,724). Provision has been 
made for a much larger investment than was procured last year. Seventy lacs 
of rupees are to he received from the Vizier, of which the greatest part is now 
in course of payment, and although we avoided drawmg any bills upon you 
last season and have strictly confined ourselves this season to the sum limited 
by your orders, there is at this time a balance of current rupees eighty lacs, 
forty-nine thousand, eight hundred and six (Ct. Rs. 80,49,806) actually lying 
in our treasuries, as particularized in the enclosed account. 

I do not expect that the services on which your military forces have been 
employed (excepting m the single instance of the Rohilla war) will be made 
an article against me, yet I will not leave this subject unnoticed. 

Every military expedition undertaken during the period in which I lately 
presided m the administration, has been concerted for services of sohd utility, 
and calculated for precise termination. 

The campaign of 1773 had the recovery of the districts of Cora for its im¬ 
mediate object, and the application of it to the relief of the Company’s want^ 
for its termination, and it was begun and conclude^ long within the space of a 
year 

The last campaign bos been ended with the most complete success in eight 
months, and, exclusive of its political effects, has added many lakhs to your 
pecuniary resources. 

Even m the less, considerable services in which detaohments of your foccos 
have been employed some beneficial end has been carefully attended’to, re^uJaf, 
pl^s have been conceited and steadily pursued by Captain Gamao’s operatloaSv 
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At Ram^ar, that oouatry has been brought into subjection', and aoonsider- 
abje addition of revenue acquired. By the battalion employed in the Jungle- 
terry, a tract of country which was considered as inaccessible and unknown 
and only served as a receptacle to robbers, has been reduced to Qoverntnent, 
the inhabitants civilized, and not only the reduction of the revenues. Which 
was occasioned by their ravages, prevented, but some revenue yielded from this 
country itself, which a prosecution of the same measures will improve 

The Ooooh Behar expedition produced its full effects in the settlement of 
that country; and even the detachments employed against the Senearries com¬ 
pletely answered the intention for which they were ordered. 

Whatever errors may have fallen to the share of the late administration, 
I trust that they will not be found in points of real magnitude. As to those 
which may appear in measures of little moment, such are unavoidable, they 
are necessary to a government so constituted, and crowded with objects so vari¬ 
ous, as this has been, the first principle of which is despatch. and our records 
are the best evidences of the regard we have paid to this principle On these 
two I shall rest for proof that it will not be my fault if our future records shall 
present you with minutes of controversy—protests, charges and recriminations— 
instead of the rapid progression of business, and cordial attention to your inter¬ 
ests, even in the anticipation of your commands, which it was my happiness 
to experience in the labours of the gentlemen who were formerly united with 
me in the charge of your affairs 

Painful as my situation is likely to prove and unsuitable to my disposi¬ 
tion, it IS my determined resolution to retain the place which your favour ori¬ 
ginally assigned me and the legislation has since so honorably confirmed, till 
your justice shall decide between me and my opponents. My only resources 
are in the knowledge, however imperfect, which a long and local practice in 
the affairs of this Presidency may have furnished me, and of which the gentle¬ 
men of the majority, even for their own sakes, will not deny me the applica¬ 
tion, and the experience and abilities of Mr. Barwell, whose support I thank¬ 
fully acknowledge with the more pleasure as I esteem it to proceed more from 
a just conviction of the propriety of my conduct than personal attachment. 

I beg leave in all submission to observe that this is not a case to which 
palliatives can be applied. The legislature has enacted that a Council consist¬ 
ing of five members should form a general administration for your affairs in 
Bengal, and for your political interests in all India. By the manner in which 
the Parliament thought proper to express the ofiSce of Governor General as 
distinct from the Council, as well as by imiversal usage, some peculiar power 
and responsibility seemed tacitly reserved for him above the other members 
of the Council, but if it shall appear to you that his authority, as the executive 
and ostensible instrument of your Government, has been overpowered, and that 
a majority consisting of three members of, the Council has been formed, not by 
an accidental vanation in opinion, but by a decided and permanent combina¬ 
tion against the other two, it will necessarily follow that the intentions of 
the Parliament have been frustrated, and the Council in effect made to consist 
of three members instead of five, and that therefore nothing but a decisive 
remedy can restore that harmony to the Government which is irrecoverably lost 
to the parts of which the present is composed, and save your property and the 
national interests in these Provmces from anarchy and rmn. 

I will not quit the ground which I stand on in this address, to appeal to 
the large portion of my life spent in your service, nor to the important trusts 
in which it was my lot to be employed from the earliest period of it. I rest 
my cause solely on the measures which have drawn me into my present vindi¬ 
cation , I adopt^ them for your benefit and for the national honor, and I know 
they have been productive of both to the utmost reach of my wishes. Relying 
On your justice and on the consciousness of my own integrity, I shall wait with 
patience for your determination on the subject of this address, notaball my care 
^ wanting to prevent your affairs from suffering in the long interval which 
must be unavoidably left to disorder. 

If you should judge me fit to be continued in the chief direction of your 
affairs, I have already said, and I yet repeat, that I am willing and desirous to 
devote what remains of the active season of my life to your service. But allow 
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ipe, Honorable Sirs, to hope that I may he furnished with means equal to the 
responsibility, which ought and must be annexed to the first station whosoever 
shall fill it. 

If on the contrary it shall be decreed, either by your Honorable Court or 
by yet higher authority, that I shall yield my place to any other, I shall sub¬ 
mit without a murmur to the sentence; nor shall the severity of it make me 
lose the sense of gratitude which I feel and owe to the obligations already laid 
upon me, although it will be impossible for me to forego the conscious pride of 
having, even in the most obnoxious instances of my public conduct, manifested 
that principle by an undeviating attachment to the interests of the Company, 
which I have ever regarded as the interests of my country. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect, 
Port Willia.m, Hon*ble Sirs, &c., &c., &c , 

The 3rd December 1774. (Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


I have purposely deferred the reply which I have recorded my intention 
The Governor Generai'e to make to the minutes entered by the General and 
Minute to the Court of Di- Mr. Francis in consultation of the third instant, because 
I foresaw that in the justification of my own conduct, 
from the severe censures which were cast upon it in those minutes, and in the 
opinion which it was incumbent upon me to express of the conduct of the 
majonty of the Board which was the immediate object of them, I should be 
led into so long a tram of arguments and facts, as would require more time to 
select and arrange them, than I could bestow in the daily pressure of current 
business I have yet a stronger impulse for suspending so disagreeable a task, 
m the hope with which I was willing to flatter myself that some way of ac¬ 
commodation might still be found before the close of the packet to remove the 
necessity of entering on a subject, which, in whatever form it might appear, 
must set my conduct and that of the other members of the Council before the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors in a point of view so alarming as to require their 
most peremptory decision between us, and must of eourse stop up every avenue 
to a future cordiality. Faint as this hope was, I continued to indulge it wliile a 
possibility remained of its being accomplished. I now proceed, with whatever 
reluctance, to the last resource which is left me, an appeal to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors, on whose justice I throw myself for the vindication of my own 
conduct, and of the measures of the late Jidministration, against the reproaches 
which have been cast upon them, and for the reparation of the violence, 
which has been offered to the authority committed to me by the Parliament of 
Great Britain, m the late acts of the majority of the Council 

Mr. Barwell’s observation on Mr Fiancis’s minute being a sufficient re¬ 
futation of the arguments contained both in that and the Geneial’s, I shall 
deohne replying in form to either; but as the-Rohilla war has been the declared 
source of the most violent measuies adopted by tbe majority of the Council, I 
shall briefly recapitulate the grounds and objects of that enterprise, and then 
proceed to answer the various arguments which have been urged in condemna¬ 
tion of it. 

In the beginning of the year 1772, the Mahrattas invaded tbe country of 
the Rohillas which, after a short but ineffectual opposition at Sukkertoll, was 
left at large exposed to their ravages The Vizier alarmed at their approach to 
the only part of his dominions which was easily accessible by such an enemy, 
applied with such earnestness to Sir Robert Barker, who was at that time with 
him, for the assistance of an English force, and the General thought the neces¬ 
sity so urgent, that of his own authority he sent ord^is to the fiist brigade, 
which was stationed at Dinapore, to march instantly into the Province of Oude. 
The Board disapproving this iiTegular proceeding refused their confirmation of 
it, and the* brig^e having reach’d the length of Benares remain’d there till 
the beginning of June and then returned to its former station. The Vizier avail¬ 
ing himself of this movement offered his protection to the Rohillas and entered 
into a general treaty of alliance with the chiefs of that nation, and a separate 
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one With Hafiz Hahmut Khan their principal, who, in their name and with their 
authoiity, engaged to pay him 40 lakhs of rupees for that support, whenever 
the Mahrattas evacuated the country. Translations of both treaties are record¬ 
ed at length in the consultation of the 23rd of July 1772, and the original of 
the latter is in the actual possession of the Secretary, attested by General Harker, 
who was present at the ratification of both. 

On the approach of the rainy season, the Mahrattas evacuated the country, 
and the Vizier demanded the stipulated recompense from the Rohillas, but they 
evaded the payment. 

In the latter end of 1772, the Mahrattas having extorted from the King 
a grant of the districts of Korah and Kurrah which had been ceded to him by 
the Company for the expie'»s purpose of maintaining liis dignity, were prepar¬ 
ing to take possession, and as this acquisition would have made them masters 
of the whole tract of country lying between the uvers Ganges and Jumnah, and 
bordering upon tlie Province of Oude, the Vizier again applied for assistance 
to repell such dangerous neighbours 

The proceedings of the late Council in their Secret Department of the 1st 
of Februaiy 1773, treat this subject very largely, and show liow much they con- 
sideied not only the safety of the Vizier, but even of the Company’s possessions 
to be endangeied by this formidable encroaohment of the Mahiatta State. It 
was ultimately concluded, to comply with the lequisition ot the Vizier, by 
sending the first biigade for the protection of his dominions against any attempt 
whicli the Malirattas might make on them, and also determined to prevent 
their design on Koiah, by taking prior possession for the Company, who had 
certainly the best title to it when the King could no longer keep it It was 
not to be supposed the Mahrattas would submit quietly to the loss of a territory 
wliicK they had used tlie most perfidious means to obtain, and every piecaution 
was therefoie necessary to guard against then efforts to lecover it The Com¬ 
pany’s orders of the 28th August 1771 expressly allowed the necessity of de- 
paitiiig, on some occasions, fiom the hmitetl plan winch they had for a long 
time past enjoined, and in consequence the liohilla countiy north of the 
Ganges was included within the line of action preseiibed to the General m his 
insti uctions, because if the Mahrattas, eithei by the defeat, or, which was as 
likely to happen, by the desertion of the llohillas to their cause, should gam a 
footing m tliat country, nothing could oppose their entering into the Fiovmce 
ot Oude and laying it waste, in spite of any attempts of our forces to prevent 
them The map which acoompimes this will demonstrate this truth, more 
powerfully than any verbal argument. 

It was not to be supposed that the Mihrattas whose ambition for some 
years past had aspired to universal conquest, and who had extended their arms 
from the center of the Balagbaut to the northern extremity of Indostan, should 
sit down contented when they had added the Duab, Koiah and Illahabad to 
tlieir dominions On the contrary, there was every reason to apprehend, and it 
was publickly reported in their own camp, that they w'ould next carry their 
operations into the country of the Vizier, and even into the Company’s own 
possessions. 

On the grounds which I have described, it was agreed to maintain the 
Province of Korah against the Mahrattas and afterwards to extend our arms 
beyond the prescribed line of the dominions of our ally into the liohilla coun¬ 
try, by a discretional latitude allowed the General as above mentioned, which he 
accordingly made use of by marching the brigade as far as Ramgaut, and we 
have the strongest reason to believe that it was attended with every immediate 
advantage which we had projected from such a measure, as the Mahrattas lay 
during the whole campaign of 1773 in the neiglibourhood of our army, but 
without daring either to cross the river or to approach the borders of Korah , 
and before the setting m of the rams of that year, their domestic tioubles 
obliged them to return into their own proper dominions. 

Of the resolution to enter the Bohilla country fur its defence against the 
Mahrattas, the Court of Directors were first advised m the general letter by the 
Eesolution of the 31st of* March 1773, which arrived in England long before the 
departure of tlie transports. ^ 
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The effectual protection thus afforded the Roliillas, and the departure of the 
Mabrattas, having established beyond all contest the right of the Vizier to the 
40 lakhs which had been stipulated for this important service, and which by the 
terms of the engagement weie really due the preceding year, on the retreat ot 
the Mahrattas from their country, he demanded payment of Hafiz Rahrnut Khan 
who refused it The Vizier also accused him of having secretly encouraged 
the Mahrattas and sent them a supply of money, and, if I mistake not, General 
Sir Robert Raiker in some ot his letters mentions the same circumstance 
The plea of ]usticc thus coinciding with the principles of sound policy, wlucli 
dictated to the Vizier the necessity of securing himself against the perfidy and 
intrigues of the Bohillas, who from their situation were most capable of hurting 
him in his contests with more powerful enemies, and from thciv natural weak¬ 
ness and the jealousy inseparable from it, would ever seek for their safety 
m fomenting or joining m attempts against him, he formed the design of in¬ 
vading and reducing their countiy As his own strength was unequal to such 
an undertaking, he solicited the aid of this Government for effecting it, and 
made an offer of 50 lakhs of rupees to be paid on its accomplisbment. 

As this propo‘?al was urged m the warmest terms, both in person to Sir 
Robert Barker and in his letteis to me, and this had long been a favourite pro¬ 
ject of the Vizier, the Board judged with me, that it might afford a fair occa¬ 
sion to urge the improvement ot our alliance, by obtaining his assent to a more 
equitable compensation for the expence attending the aid wdiich he occasionally 
received from our forces, and to free the Company from the embai rassment to 
which they might be subjected by retaining the property and possession of the 
remote districts of Korah and Illahabad For this purpose it was agreed that 
I should write the following letter to the Vizier which I beg leave to quote at 
large, because it fixes the source of these engagements, which took place by a 
progressive tram of measures and terminated in the Rohilla war, and will 
mark at least that this was not the effect either of a precipitate and unweighed 
resolution or a tame acquiesence in the Vizier’s schemes of ambition, but the 
result of long deliberation originally devised and consistently employed as an 
instrument ot promoting the interests of the Company of perpetuating the do- 
peudanco of their ally, and converting it to the channel of solid utiiitv. 

Foil Jf’iLham, 21st April 187J 

“ I hove leoeived Yonr Excellency’s letter mentioning the particulars of 
your operations against the Mahrattas Yon promise to the General tliat when¬ 
ever the Mahrattas should he driven out of the Rohilla country and Hafiz 
Rahrnut Khan shall fulfill his agieeinent of 40 lakhs of rupees, you will give 
half that sum to the Company, and that should the Rohilla Chiefs be guilty of 
a bleach of their agreement and we Jthoroughly exterminate them and settle 
Your Excellency in the country, you will mthat case pay the Company 50 lakhs 
of lupees in ready money, and exempt them fiom the King’s tribute. ’Upon the 
same subject the Geneial has also written to me fully Every circumstance 
which you liave wiitten to mo I consider as a proof of the cordial attaelwnent 
ivhich subsists between us, and of the confidence and reliance which you placet 
in the friendship of the English Company , but the points which you have pro¬ 
posed require much consideration, and the previous ratification of a formal 
agreement, before I can assent to them, otherwise I may incur the displeasure 
ot my employers 

“ It IS true that I have long thought that the union of the Rolulla country 
with yours, either by a sure and permanent obligation of friendship, or by re*- 
ducing it to obedience, if they should render such an, attempt justithibk by an 
act of enmity or treachery, would be an advisable point for you to attain, be- 
cause by that means the defensive Ime of your dominions would be completed*, 
by including within it all the land lying on. that side of the nver Ganges, and 
you would be in no danger from an attack on that quarter, whenever the 
Mahrattas should commit disturbances in another. 

“ But it appears to me that this is an object not to be obtained by an oc¬ 
casional view of that country, and its distance from the province of Bengal will 
not admit of the continuance of the English forces longer thau the period whicK 
remains of dry weather. You will please to remember they were sent for your 
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assiatance, a»d to defend the province of Korah against the Mahiattas, Thus 
far only I aiu authorized by the commands of my superiors to employ them 
beyond the limits of their oiipn possessions, and even this is the cause of a heavy 
loss and risk to their affairs, especially m the expence of their tioops and stores, 
and jn tlie absence of so great a part of their force, which was originally dos* 
tined for the sole defence of the countries dependant on Bengal. You have 
frequently repeated in your letters the remark, ‘ that to wait till the enemy was 
at your door, and then to write for the assistance of our forces, could answer 
no good purpose, hut that every year the same cause would require their return 
to the same service, and pass without effecting any purpose of real advantage ’ 
My friend, all this is true, but it proceeds from the want of proper rneasures 
liaving been previously taken, and from the imperfect footing on which affairs 
between us have been established. 

“ The concern which the Company takes in your safety, and the duties of 
friendship whicli their commands and our own inclinations equally enjoin us to 
observe inviolably to tlieir allies, and especially one so closely united by an 
approvefl attachment to them, would not suffer us to withhold our aid when 
your affairs require it. But it has always been with reluctance that we have 
suffered the army to pass the frontiers of our own country, because the loss and 
inconvenience attending it was certain, and altho’ joined with your forces, there 
is no cause to fear the mOst powerful efforts of our enemies, yet the events of 
war are at the disposal of the Almighty, and the only fruits which the most 
splendid successes can afford us, are the reputation of having retained the faith 
of our alliance in opposition to every incentive of self-interest and self-defence 
'Tims circumstanced, wo are precluded from deriving any benefit from 
your support, and ours can only afford you a relief from present danger, with¬ 
out any provision of future security. For these reasons I ha^ e often wished 
for a peisonal interview with you, for the purpose of removing difficulties 
and perfictuating the alliance with Your Excellency on terms more suit¬ 
able to our mutual interests • Your Excellency also hath repeatedly expressed 
the same inclination. I therefore write, that it your affairs will at this season 
admit of your giving me a meeting, I will hasten to obtain it as soon as I am 
able, after the receipt of your letter in reply to this, if otherwise, I must wait 
for it at some more distant period, as the affairs of this Government wull indis¬ 
pensably require my presence at this place after three or four months, and it is 
uncertain when I shall again have an interval of leisure for such a journey 

“ In the meantime Your Excellency and the General aie at a great distance 
from the Province of Korah, and as the affairs of that Province require the 
presence of a person on the behalf of the Company to regulate and take chaige 
of it, until it shall be hereafter determined in what manner it shall he finally 
disposed of, I have judged it advisable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a gentle¬ 
man of the Council of Calcutta, on this service, and he will set out accordingly 
in a few days, which I hope you will approve.” 

The allurement thus held out to the Vizier succeeded He proposed in reply 
a meeting w'lth aic at Benares, which took place accordingly I found him still 
equally bent on the design of reducing the Rohillas, which I encouraged, as I 
had before do®e, by dwelling on the advantages which he would derive from its 
success, but objecting with great force the orders of the Company restricting 
us from such remote schemes of conquest, to which therefore I could not assent 
without such conditions obtained in return for it as might obviate their dis¬ 
pleasure and wim their sanction to so hazardous and unauthorized a measure. 

I fear not to quote these expressions, addressing myself to fair and un- 
biaas’d judges who will not infer my real sentiments from the style and argu¬ 
ments of a political negotiation. 

I told him that the Company had drawn themselves into faesli distress by 
the enormous load of their military expences, one entire brigade being kept 
up for the sole purpose of maiutaming a connection with him, i^nce it was use¬ 
less and unnecessary to the protection of our own provinces, Uiat if he wished 
therefore to avil himself of our aid, either in preventing or even in repelling 
the designs of his enemies, he must first agree to bear a more equal share of the 
burthen of the expence by paying the whole charge of the forces lent him for 
tihu service while they were so employed. To this, after much contention, ho 
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asaented, and the sum of 2,10,000 rupees, which the General computed to be the 
amount of the expencse, was fixed as the monthly subsidy to be pay’d for the 
brigade, when it should pass the borders of the Provmoe of Babar on bis requi¬ 
sition Having obtained this point, which I considered m the light of a perpe¬ 
tual military fund, I easily yielded my assent to the Eohilla plan, on the 
stipulation of 40 lakhs for its accomplishment, 10 lakhs being deducted from 
his first offer on account of the difference which had taken place m the sub¬ 
sidy 

This agreement was no sooner made than he suddenly repented, desired to 
decline the war with the Rohillas, till a more favourable con]unotion when he 
should he less embarrassed by other engagements, agreeing however to the 
monthly subsidy whenever his future occasions should oblige him to require 
the aid of our forces. Thus the Eohilla plan remained rather suspended than 
wholly abandoned, although it was left optional in our Government to reject or 
assent to it on a future occasion Messrs Lawrell and Yansittart, who were 
with me at the time, and to whom I made a daily communication in writing 
of the substance of every conversation which passed between the Vizier and 
myself, will vouch for the literal truth of this narrative, as corresponding with 
what I then, repeated to them, and I believe it will appear from it, that al¬ 
though I had not engaged the Government by any express obligation to comply 
with any future application of the Vizier to support his pretentions on the 
Eohillas, yet as the most essential article of the Treaty had originated from tins 
design, and had been yielded to in consideration of my agreement to engage in 
it, it would have been dishonourable to decline the undertaking, when proposed 
under circumstances as favourable to its success, and to the general interests of 
the Company, as they were when I first offered to engage m it. 

Soon after my return to Calcutta the Vizier renew’d the proposal for in¬ 
vading the Rohillas, and repeated Im desire of engaging in it on the conditions 
before agreed on. A variety of arguments ooncurr’d to favour it at this parti¬ 
cular time; none to oppose it. The Mahrattas were so much occupied by their 
own dissensions that they could not even defend their own possessions m the 
Duab, much less were they likely to interrupt our operations against the Rohil- 
las. The King had no means of interference, but by his General Nudjuf Khan, 
for whose attachment we had stronger security m his interest and his fear of 
his nval Abdulahed Khan, than his master had in his allegiance The Rohillas 
were too weak to resist so powerful an attack, and as their country was open and 
undefended, either by defiles, woods or fortresses, and in its greatest extent did 
not exceed 200 miles, its entire subjection did not require any length of time. 

To these inducements, which apply only to the success of the undertaking, 
other motives equally powerfully engaged our attention to it, as a measure 
necessary to the interests and safety of the Company. 

All our advices both public and private, represented the distresses of the 
Company at home as extreme. The letters trom the Court of Directors called 
upon us most loudly for ample remittances and a reduction of our military ex- 
pences , at the same time such was the state of affairs in this Government that 
for many years past the income of the year was found inadequate to its ex- 
pences, to defray which a heavy bond debt, amounting atone time to a hundred 
and twenty-five lakhs of rupees, had accumulated Ihe Board bestowed much 
labour and time m the retrenchment of their expences, but much remained yet 
to be done, and the regulations which they had already formed required time 
to produce any visible effects. By allowing the Vizier the military aid which 
he required, a saving of near one-third of our mihtaiy expences would be 
effected during the period of such a service; the stipulation of 40 lakhs would 
afford an ample supply to our treasury and to the Currency of the country. 
The Vizier would be freed from a troublesome neighbour, and his dominions 
would be made more defensible, while Ins alliance with the Company sub¬ 
sisted, by being completely shut in between the river Ganges and the Moun¬ 
tains, and his dependance on the Company would be increased by that extension 
of his possessions, as he himself was incapable of defending even bis ancient 
possessions without our support, 

jPor a more ample discussion of these arguments, I beg leave to refer to the 
ponsultatiou m the Secret Departmgpt of the 26th November 1778, m which it 
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was concluded after a long debate to consent to the Vizier's requisition. As 
a precaution against any effects which were to be apprehended from the Vizier's 
irresolution, the conditions onsinally accepted for this engagement were dic¬ 
tated to him in the form of a letter to be written by him, in which a clause was 
inserted that whether the country was conquer’d or a peace concluded between 
him and the epemy, the stipulation for the payment of the 40 lakhs should be¬ 
come equally due. Of this engagement I shall speak more hereafter. 

On the 24th February 3774 the brigade arrived within the territory o£ 
the Vizier, on the l7th of April the united forces entered the borders of the 
Kohilla dominions, and on the 23rd of the same month engaged and defeated 
the Rohillas with the death of their leader Hafiz Rahmut Khan From that 

E eriod the conquest of that country may be dated, no material opposition 
aving been since made. 

On the 6th of October the war was finally concluded by the treaty with 
Fyzoollah Khan, 35 lakhs of rupees which he engaged to pay to the Vizicr in 
ready money, ivere to be immediately appropiiated to the payment of part of 
the stipulation of 40 lakhs due from the Vizier to the Company, and we are 
informed that the Vizier is returned with expedition to Fyzabad for the express 
puipose of discharging the remainder. The subsidy had been punctually paid 
to the end of September by the last advices received on that subject from Colo¬ 
nel Champion, dated the i4th of October 

I now proceed to answer the objections which have been urged against the 
propiiety of this undertaking. These may be reduced to the following heads— 
—That it was contrary to the express peremptory and repeated ordeis 
of the Company. 

2i%d >—That it was contrary to the repeated declarations and promises of the 
Board 

3t d —That it was unjust 

4th —That it exposed the Company to the hazard of an indefinite or an 
endless war 

5/A —That it might have involved the Company in a war with the Mah- 
rattas, and may still draw on us their future resentment. 

Qih —^That by a removal of the third part of the whole military establishment 
to so gieat a distance, our own Pi evinces weie exposed to danger. 
7th —That by aggrandizing the Vizier it might render him a dangerous 
neighbour, and deprive the Company of the benefits of his alliance. 
%th —That it was resolved on precipitately without a formal tieaty; the 
conditions of it appeanng only in a letter from the Vizier, whore 
they are loosely expressed and liable to evasion 
9th ,—That the conditions which the Vizier oxpie<»8es that the brigade 
should never depart without his permission, was an instance of 
airogance lu him and of an unbecoming submission in the late 
Administration, and might prove the cause of their being detained 
for ever. 

In the above articles I have not confined myself to the public records, but 
have endeavoured to collect the substance of all I have seen or have heard upon 
VtA* wr argument, and have chosen to clothe it 

tutored in Oon«uitfttiou of toe m my own language, that which I have found prepared 
'iid Novrmbei for me not being m every instance such as I allow my¬ 

self to use, even in retaliation of personal injury, much less in application to 
measures which immediately regard myself, I shall reply separately to each. 

lit —I have read over with great attention all the letters which have been 
received from the Hon'ble Court of Directors since the year 1769 and long ago 
abstracted all the paragraphs written within that period upon the subject of 
the Company’s political concerns, those having been given my special 

guidance in my negociations with the Vizier the last year at Benares. I find 
General letter. 11th May Contained in any of these which expressly ap- 

^769. para 346 pbcs to the oasc in question. 1 meet with injunctions, 

90th 1769, parai. lit “to avoid uew connections,” to endeavour ” to keep peace 
in Bengal and with the neighbouring powers,” and to 
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ocynfitte our riovrs to tli« secmity and tranquillity of Bengfil, not to acquire fur* 
thev possessions, but to advert to the good management of those which wo haTO, 
to incline to those few chiefs m Indostau who eu*e m a condition to stri^le 
I««tiuotioni. to theCoBvmw. With the MaUiattas,” to defend the King’s person and 
HioHers, p«ia 2ivd, the distnct of Korali and Illaliabad ” which is men¬ 

tioned as an exception to tlieir limited plan, “ to make known to the powers of 
India, that it is by no means tlie intention of the Company to encroach upon 
then neighbours or to acquire an extension of dominion by conquest,” ” that 
GeneiaiieUevuthSepteffi. they regard wutli a 3 calous eye the encroaching power 
i«i irea, par# 28 of Mahrattas,” and “ tliat it would be bad policy 

to take part in any operations which miglit weaken the few remaining chiefs 
wlio are in a condition to oppose their encioachments ” But tlie following 
extracts are so pointedly apposite to the subject, that I shall take the libeity 
to quote them at laige 

“ It IS witli the most serious concern we learn from your late advices, that 
Oeneral letter. 28ili August the incursion of the MaUrattas liad spiead such a terror 
1771, p»ra 4S god despondency into the minds of those powers which 

were the remoter harner of our possessions, that the n resolution and timidity 
of the most potent of them have given rise to such successes as have en¬ 
couraged the Mahiattas to invade the dominions of the King and lay claim to 
a part of the iemtory of Sujali Dowla, but the conduct of the Robillas and 
Jauts IS rather a matter of concern than surprise to us, as the King and Sujah 
Dowla neglected that occasion to unite with those powers effectually, to repell 
the common disturbers of the empire and confine them withm the limits of 
their former possessions To whatever causes this general timidity oi supmeness 
may have been owing, we find ourselves equally affected, and the tianquilhty 
of the provinces endangered thereby , but as the projects of the King or the 
conduct of the Vizier are at present too mysterious for us to decide on the 
motives of their inactivity, and as we know not what alliance may bo formed 
to justify us m carrying our arms beyond the bounds of their dominions, we 
are prevented from proposing any plan for your guidance m this respect, but 
should j our subsequent advices enable us to form a more certain judgment of 
the expediency ot depaiting from the plan we have laid down, we shall com¬ 
municate it to you by some early conveyance how far we may be disposed to 
carry our aims beyond the bounds of the Provinces or the terutories of our 
allies and become the parties m an offensive war In the meantime we 
trust your solp objects will be the secuiity of our possessions and those of the 
powers with whom we aio connected both by treaty and interest, and as 
this appears to have been the guide of your conduct upon the Mahrattas in¬ 
vading the Pi 0 Vince of Koiah, we with pleasure approve the measures you have 
taken for defending the dominions of the King and Vizier from their inroads 
and depreflations, more especially as those measures are not only justified by 
necessity, but are within the line which we have piescnbed for your conduct 
m such a conjunctuie ” 

“ The line ot neutrality is still recommended, but the Board are authorised 
Gonerni letter to Fort St to depart tiom it, Whenever the interests ot the Com- 
pany shall be endangered, or shall materially require it.” 

The directions promised us m the letter of the 20tli August 1771, have 
never yet been sent us, nor have we yet since received any further lights to 
guide us on this important subject, which I presume to place to the account 
of the troubles which have embairassed the Company at home. 

Prom the above quotations and the consistency which strongly marks all 
the orders on tins subject, I apprehend it will clearly appear that the principle 
firimarily insisted upon by the Hon’hle Court of DxrectOTs respecting their poli¬ 
tical and military operations, was to avoid the extension of territory, and tiiis 
we have never attempted. 

The prohibition of military expeditions, undertaken beyond the prescribed 
bounds of their own provinces and those of their allies, on prudential and cau¬ 
tionary motives or other causes, independent of territorial acquisition, is only to 
be inferred from the tendency and tenor of their reasonings on their former 
subjects , it is evident that it was not from inattention that their orders never 
expressed a prohibition of this kiu^ but that they rather avoided it from a 
lift 
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conviction that it might sometimes be necessary, and because it would have 
been difficult to maik the linsitations of it This conclusion I draw not only 
trorn the two last paragi'aplis of their orders which I have quoted ^t length, and 
which were dictated by the expeiience of past advices, and a more intimate con¬ 
sideration of the subject, but even fj-om tlrcir oiders so far back as the 80th of 
June 1769, m which having declared against an extension of possession in the 
1st paragraph, they add in the 3rd then “opinion that the most piudent system 
they could pursue and the most likely to be attended with a permanent security 
to the provinces, would be to incline to those chiefs of Indostnu M'ho yet pre¬ 
serve an independence of the Mahrafta power and are m a condition to struggle 
with them ” But in the two last of the above quotations tliero is no occasion 
of logical surmises to discover the intentions of the llon’ble Couit of Directors, 
they tell us plainly that it is their wish “to confine their views to tlie security 
of their own possessions and those of their allies, but that tliey foresee tlie 
necessity m ceitam cases of carrying their arms beyond those bounds, and of 
becoming parties in an offensive war,” and they promise in an eai ly communi¬ 
cation ot their instructions with legaid to the lengths to which they will allow 
this doctiine to he extended. In their letter to the Presidency of Foit St 
Geoige they authorise them m express teims “ to observe no longer the neutra¬ 
lity 80 heartly wished tor by them” in case they sliould judge it necessaiy for 
their interests to depait from it, and it is not to be supposed that the Court ot 
Directors would recommend one line of conduct for their Govcinment of Fort 
St George and an opposite one for Bengal, much less that they would admit of 
such a deviation fiotn their former pacific plan on merely pohtiotil motives 
attended with a heavy cxpence, and yet prohibit it under circumstances which, 
111 addition to the same motives, have eveiy consideration of economy to 
recommend it with the prospect of an increase to their finances at a time when 
their distresses both at home and abroad so urgently required such an in¬ 
crease, aud their most perernptoiy commands (as I have aheady obseived) ren- 
deied it the first object ot our attention. 

I presume to affirm, both for myself and the othei members of the late 
Council, that no peiiod in the Company’s annals has been more evidently 
characterized by an exact submission to their commands than that m which I 
have had the honor to preside in the administration , and foi the truth of this 
I dare appeal to the Hon’ble Court of Direct ois 

But m cases to which their commands do not specially apply, to adopt such 
measures as at the same time approach neaiest to the spiut of then general 
instructions and tend most to the advancement ot then intciests, is the fairest 
test both of OUT obedience and fidelity We might have sutteied the Mahrattas 
under cover of the King’s grant to take possession of Korah and Illahabad, to 
have allied themselves with the Bohillas or established themsehes in that ter¬ 
ritory, and lam with their armies unmolested on the borders of the open country 
of our ally the Vizier, till they had completed every preparation for invading 
it. Such a forbearance might perhaps have been vindicated, by the plea that 
the Company liad piomised at the distance of tuo years preceding it to furnish 
us with their instrui’tions for a different conduct, and that, wanting those in¬ 
structions, we took foi our lule their latest oiders on the subject, which enjoined 
ua to confine our views to the bare security of our own possessions and those 
of our allies 

This might have been a sure way to guard our characters against legal 
imputation, although in fact it would have been inconsistent with the security 
required; but it is not by such cold and prudential cautions that the 
Bnnsh name has acquired such a lustre in India, nor that the British Empire 
in Bengal is likely to he perpetuated, neither is this the conduct which the 
Company demands of us Their orders ate enforced by a more liberal spirit, 
and allow in such cases as are not reducible to fixed and mvafriable positions, 
a discretional latitude for the zeal of them servants to exert itset^for their Seeu- 
nty. I cannot better illustrate this than by the followiBg extract of tlieir 
general letter, dated the 30th June 1769, paragrapli 6tli—“ We esteem, ourselves 
bound by treaty to protect the King^s person, and to secure him the possession 
o£ the Korah and Illahabad districts- When we wrote the 11th November 
X76B, wc appehended the eonsequeneea of keeping the lurigittle at Illahabad 
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would be creating in Sujah Dowla a jeidottsy that would involve us in fresh 
troubles, having at that tune no cause to esteem him an enemy, but impressed 
as you were with an opinion of his hostile intentions and giowing strength at 
the time of the dispatch of the * Valentine,' we shall not blame your conduct 
for deferring the execution of your orders for its removal, nor shall we at this 
time attempt to give positive directions for your conduct, which in such 
critical cases ought seldom to be done, and in which the situation of affairs 
may be varied by unforeseen events at the very moment we are writing , but 
having given you with as much precision as possible, a general view of tin* sys¬ 
tem by which we wish to have our affairs regulated, we must leave it to you 
to improve to the utmost of your power every opportunity of drawing towards 
that point, and whenever you think yourselves obliged for our security upon 
emergent occasions to adopt measures of a contrary tendency, you are to give us 
very full reasons for such a deviation, and endeavour to return to the patli. we 
have marked out as soon as circumstances will admit,” 

Snd The second objection is partly tine • the Board has repeatedly de¬ 
clared in tlieir general letters to the Court of Directors, their intentions to 
adhere to the defensive plan recommended to them, and confine their military 
operations within the limits of the Vi/ier’s territories, and such were their de¬ 
terminations when these letters weie written, but at those times they had not 
fully experienced the inconveniences which attended our engagements n itli the 
Vizier in the prosecution of that system, nor had the remedy occur’d which 
since presented itself in the conditions offer’d for prosecuting the Roliilla en- 
terprize, and which has been successfully applied Our treaty of alliance 
obliged us to support the Vizier, when his possessions were threatened with 
invasion at a heavy increased military expence, and the exportations of our 
currency with our troops; for tliree successive yeai*s these inconveniences had 
recurred, and it is impossible to say how often they might recur at last an 
occasion took place when, by a slight deviation from the defensive plan, our 
alliance with the Vizier might be converted into solid advantages, the employ¬ 
ment of our troops made to save near a third part our military expences, and 
the success of their operations to bung a large flow of Currency, not only into 
the Company’s territories, but into their Tieasury In effect the very same 
reasons winch before urged us to shirk every military expedition, namely tlie 
expence attending it and the exportation of our Currency, now operated m the 
contrary direction, and recommended the employment of our army for the pur¬ 
pose of reducing our expences and adding to our Curiency. 

The preceding argument respects only the general subject of foreign expe¬ 
ditions It has been urged also, as an argument against the particular case in 
question, that the Board, when they adopted the measure of the Rohilla war, 
were convinced of the impropriety ot jt from the declarations made by them 
lepeatedly in their Ictteis to the Court of Directors, of their wish and hope 
that it might not take place. Upon this I beg leave to offer the following re¬ 
flections 

A consistency of measures is difficult to be preserved among a body of men, 
because an accidental majority may occasionally decide for contrary resolutions, 
yet such a case has never happen’d at our Board. A consistency of opinions 
IS not to be expected. The proposition of the Rohilla war, after having passed 
the Select Committee, was debated for three successive days in Council, in 
which the Boaid met, as I recollect, both morning and evening to discuss it: no 
two members agreed exactly in opinion, and it was difficult to reconcile them; 
at last they came to a final agreement to leave it to me, to accommodate my 
own as nearly as I could to the collective sense of the whole, which was done 
with much management, and the proposition was agreed to in the manner in 
which it stands m consultation, the 36th November 1773, * 

My sentiments were the same invariably from the beginning, as will he 
seen from my report to the Board of my proceedings at Benares, and my minute 
entered in the consultation above referred to. Private letters are not com¬ 
monly admissible as authorities, but on this ocoasiou I cannot produce a 
stronger both of my own fixed opinion from the first movement of this propo¬ 
sition, and of the apprehension which influenced the Board, and I confess 
myself also, against it, than the fqUoWiug' extract of a letter which I wrote 
148 



41 


to Mr, Sulivan by tbe first dispatch after my return from Benares. “ I was 
^lad to be freed from the RohiUa expedition, because I was doubtful of the 
judgement which would have been passed upon it at home, where I see too 
much stress laid upon general maxims and too little attention given to circum¬ 
stances which require an exception to be made from them, besides this, an 
opinion still prevails of the Vizier’s great power and his tr eacherous designs 
against us, and I cannot expect that my word shall be taken as a proof of their 
non-existence On the other hand, the absence of the Mahrattas and the weak 
state of the Rohillas promised an easy conquest of them, and I own that such 
was my idea of the Company’s distress at home, added to my knowledge of their 
wants abroad, that I should have been glad of any occasion to employ their 
forces that saved so much of their pay and expeaces.” 

When the measure was determined upon, and we had come to a general 
agreement, I was averse to introduce any new subject of debate, and therefore 
easily acquiesc’d in the expression of a wish entertain’d by the Board which 
might be construed as inconsistent with the resolution we had taken. My sen¬ 
timents of the propriety of the expedition had undergone no change, but I will 
not deny that I telt myself influenced by the same fears which operated on the 
other members of the Council, that the propriety of the measure might not be 
seen in the same light by our constituents which we knew, from the temper of 
the times, might not only draw upon us their severe resentment, but aggravate 
the load of popular odium which has of late fallen on their servants, and, if I 
mistake not, these reasons were assign’d'm express terms upon our proceed¬ 
ings. 

3rd. The egagements between the Vizier and the Rohillas which have 
been already quoted, suflSiciently evince the justice of the attack upon fhem; 
they agreed to make him an acknowledgement of tO lacs of rupees upon cer¬ 
tain conditions; he performed these conditions and they refused to pay any part 
of the money they had promised 

4th No political transaction can be mathematically demonstrated to be 
totally free from danger ■ the probable advantages must be weighed against 
the probable disadvantages, when the present measure was undertaken there 
was every reason to expect that it would speedily be brought to a happy con¬ 
clusion, and the event has proved that our expectations were well grounded. 

5th. The Mahrattas did not possess nor had any claim upon any part of 
the Rohilla country on the north of the Ganges when we undertook to assist 
the Vizier in the conquest of it They might with more reason have attacked 
us for opposing them in their designs on the Korah district, of which they had 
obtained a grant from the King. But, in fact, a timid conduct would have been 
more likely to have involved us in a war with them, than either of those mea¬ 
sures , had they been allowed to subdue the Korah district and the country 
of the Rohillas, the Vizier’s territories would have been open to thoir incur¬ 
sions, their numerous horse might have plundered it in spite of the efforts of 
our infantry, and their continued ravages might have obliged him to come to 
an accommodation with them as was once apprehended, on terms which would 
have afforded them an easy entrance into our own provinces. In short we are 
much better secured against their attacks than we should otherwise have been, 
and the better we are secured, the less will they be disposed to attack us 

6th. In reply to this objection, I will in the first place affirm that merely 
for the defence of our own provinces, two brigades, upon the present establish¬ 
ment, are sufficient, a third is necessary to add to our influence among the 
powers of Indostan, to support odr alliance with the Vizier, and to answer other 
exigencies, which may happen at a more remote period of time Upon the late 
occasion, when the Rohilla expedition was undertaken, our apprehensions of an 
invasion from the French had entirely ceased, the dissensions among the Mah¬ 
rattas fully employed them at home, and are mentioned among the secondary 
inducements in favour of the undertaking. There was no othef^ enemy* from 
whom we could have the least apprehension of danger such was the occasion 
to be embraced for effecting our purpose by a temporary employment of a third 
part of our forces, and under such circumstances even Without reckoning upon 
the acquisition which was the immediate object of the enterprise, to reduce the 
Company’s military expences by employing that proportion of their troops 
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■wbich was superfluous for the purpose of their own defence, was a great and 
manifest advantage; but when the stipulated acquisition of 40 lac? and the 
political advantasces resulting from the measure are superadded, the visionary 
idea of danger, which did not exist even in imagination at the time the expedi¬ 
tion was undertaken, and can have no weight as an objection, especially as 
from our knowledge of the open and defenceless state of the Eohilla country, 
we were morally certain that the undertaking would soon be brought to an 
issue. By our ancient treaty with the Vizier we are bound to assist him with 
our forces within his paternal dominions, and the distance between their borders 
and the remotest part to which our troops have marched is only 200 miles I 
will only add that so long as no immediate danger threatens our own Provinces, 
it 18 my earnest wish that one of our three brigades might be constantly em¬ 
ployed with the Vizier, as well to save so large a proportion of the expence to 
the Company, as to prevent the ill consequences of total inactivity to the army. 

7th. The addition of territory acquired to the Vizier instead of raising 
him to be a dangerous neighbour, serves to render him more dependant upon 
us than before, as he has more occasion for our assistance to enable him to 
maintain it, and to support him against the claims of other powers. If his 
increase of wealth be an object of jealousy, let it be considered how largely the 
Company share in it From September 1773 to September 1776 the sum we 
have to receive from him by our late engagements amount to 3 30 lacs of rupees. 

6th. I have already remarked that the first proposition for the Rohilla 
war was made by the Vizier in a tetter which I received from him in June 
1773, that it was employed afterwards in the negotiations at Benares as an in¬ 
strument for winning his consent to the payment of the full expences of our 
trooflh employed in his service, and that it was not finally resolved on till the 
26th of November, after the most ample discussion in the Select Committee and 
in the Council it was not therefore precipitately resolved on It is tiue that 
no formal treaty was executed for the conditions on which we were to assist 
the Vizier* nor did the occasion, which was only temporary, require it. The 
multiplication of treaties weakens their efficacy, and therefore they should be 
referred only for very important and permanent obligations. The form which 
was dictated to the Vizier for the letter, which was to describe the conditions 
of this engagement it is true, is not of itself sufficiently clear, but it is explain¬ 
ed by my letters which accompanied it, and the reference therein made to the 
conditions which had been formeily proposed at Benares, as they stood in the 
three first articles of the draft, which had been prepared for the treaty, before 
the Kohilla expedition was suspended, for the fuller elucidation of the subject. 
These articles are here subjoined, the two first had been agreed to by the Vizier, 
to the third he objected, wishing rather to engage for the payment of the whole 
sum at once, when the conquest was completed It is fortunate that the latter 
mode was adopted, the completion of the conquest being actually effected, and 
tlic stipulation, although objected to by the Vizier when first demanded after 
the defeat of the Rohillas, having since been acknowledged by him to be due. 

The three first articles of the first draft of the Treaty. 

1st. “Whereas the Eohilla Chiefs in the month of June 1772 entered 
into a treaty with the Vizier in the presence and with the concurrence of Gene¬ 
ral Sir Robert Barker, by which they engaged to pay him 40 lacs of rupees 
for his assistance against the Mahrattas, and which treaty they have treacher¬ 
ously broken It is therefore agreed that a brigade of the Company’s forces 
shall join the Vizier and assist to pumsh them, and that he shall pay the whole 
of its expence By a brigade is meant two battalions of Europeans, one com* 
pany of artillery and six battalions of sepoys, and the expense settled at sunant 
rupees 2,10,000 per month. The Company's troops shall not cross the river 
Ganges, nor march beyond the first of the hills. The Vizier shall retain, as his 
own, tlmt part of the Rohilla country which lies on the north-east side of the 
Ganges , but in consideration of the Company’s relinquishing all claim to share 
m the said country, although it is to be conquered by their joint forces, the 
Vizier engages to make them an acknowledgment of 40 lacs of rupees, 
and in future to defray the whole expence of the Company’s troops, agreeable 
to the date above mentioned, whoever be has occasion for their assistance, 
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notwithstanding it is stipulated in the second article of the Treaty of Illaha- 
had, concluded by the vizier and the Company on the 16th August 1766, that 
he shall pay only their extraordinary charges *’ 

8nd. “ The Vizier may retain the brigade aforesaid on the above mention¬ 
ed terms as long as be shall require it, unless it shall be necessary to recall it 
for the defence of the Company*s own territories, and he may employ them for 
the protection of any part of his country, but they shall be kept together in one 
body and not dispersed on different commands, except such detachments as the 
commanding officer shall judge necessary in the time of actual service He 
may return the whole or a part of the said brigade whenever he has no further 
occasion for their services, and he shall cease to defray their expences as soon 
as they shall enter the Provmce of Bahar. But as the Company cannot risk 
the credit of their arms, by allowing a smaller force to remain with the Vizier 
than half a brigade, it is provided that he shall retain one-half of a brigade, or 
return the whole Upon their dismission they shall return with all convenient 
expedition, and to prevent any futute disputes from arising on this subject, the 
time of their march to the borders of his Province, shall be computed by the 
rate of 6 coss per day from the place where they commence their march. 

3rd. “ The Vizier engages to pay the 40 lacs of rupees stipulated in the 
first article, by monthly payments of 4 lacs, to commence from the end of the 
month Kilbi-iri-awul, or 10th of Juno 1774, but should any accident (which God 
forbid) obliges our forces to retire from the Eohilla country and prevent the 
Vizier from obtaming possession of it the said 40 lacs shall not be demanded ” 

9lh. It was neither arrogant nor unreasonable in the Vizier to require 
that since his entire dependanco for the success of the enterprise which he had 
projected was on the brigade of the Company’s forces, the brigade should not 
abandon him while he was engaged in it nor while the issue ot it remained in¬ 
complete , nor can I devise any other condition which could have removed his 
apprehensions. If the Board judged the proposition reasonable, it certainly 
was not unbecoming in them to assent to it It remains therefore to examine 
whether it was reasonable, and whether this power granted to the Vizier was 
liable to danger or inconvenience. 

I have already shown that the removal of the brigade to such a distance 
could not prove of danger to our own provinces, because it was not wanted for 
their defence, that it could be productive of no inconvenience because it occa¬ 
sioned an entire suspension of the Company’s payments during its employment 
It IS not to be denied that there are possible cases in which it may be wanted 
tor the protection of Bengal, but these are out of the reach of all probability 
and too remote to be quoted as an objection to the present engagement. 

I am not apprehensive that the Vizier will insist upon keeping the brigade 
continually with him, my fears are that he may dismiss it, as there is every rea¬ 
son to wish for its continuance with him, and none, no not one, for its recall. 
When the brigade was formerly employed with the Vizier and the share of its 
monthly expences defrayed by him was only 30,000 and afterwards 1,15,000 
rupees per month, he never showed earnestndss for its eontinuance with him 
beyond the duration of the particular service for which it had been wanted, 
but was ever ready to propose its return, it is not likely therefore that he 
should be more solicitous now for its perpetual residence in his country at an 
expence to him of 25 lacs a year, which he must pay, and which his income, 
with the late additions to it, can barely afford. He toows that whenever he shall 
require the presence of the brigade, it will be for our interest to grant it, and 
he will therefore part with it when his own occasions, which in this instance 
must be confined to the defence of his own dominions, no longer require it, that 
the charge of its maintenance may be shifted from his account to the Com¬ 
pany’s and that he may be subject to that burthen only whexj he is an imme¬ 
diate gainer by it. 

This may suffice to show the little risk we ran, had we absolutely engaged 
the brigade to him as long as he might chuse to retain It. But m the present 
case (as I have already explained in the preceding article) it was understood 
by both parties and indeed is inseparable from the nature of the engagement 
and the original conditions of our mutual alliance, that we might Recall it, if 
required for our own protection, not only without any imputation of breach of 
161 ' ^ 



44 


faith but (unless it was done in 8ojpi*6cipitate a manner as to defeat the purpose 
of the expedition) even without affording him a pretext for refusing the pay¬ 
ment of the 40 lacs. 

I have been thus explicit in vindicating my conduct in relation to the 
Bohilla war for the sake of obviating any impression which a partial represent¬ 
ation of this measure may make upon the minds of my employers, as I know 
that the ma 3 ority of the Council, which has condemned it, will labour to paint 
it in the blackest colours which they can lay upon it, as an excuse for the pre¬ 
cipitation with which they have proclaimed their reprobation of it, and violated 
the engagements on which the right of the Company to participate in t he fruits 
of its success essentially depended. But it is not on the propriety of my con¬ 
duct that I shall rest for proof of the impropriety of theirs, which is equally 
incompatible with the interest of the Company whether the transactions of the 
late Administration shall be approved or condemned by our superiors, whose 
judgement only can decide upon it A recapitulation of the principal acts of 
the new Council will amply suflBce for this purpose. 

The three members who came passengers in the Ashhurnham from Eng¬ 
land arrived at noon of the 19th of October. The next day I met them in 
Council, which was adjourned to the 24th, both to afford time to Mr Barwell 
to ]om us, and to myself to prepare the business, which might be proper for 
the immediate cognizance of the new Board. To this effect I drew up a minute 
describing the nature and state of two subjects, winch were undoubtedly 
the first in point of importance, the establishment of tlie revenue and the trans¬ 
actions m our pohtical system If I could have conceived a more regular or a 
more candid way of leading the Board into the knowledge of past affairs, witli- 
out the influence of my own particular judgement or prepossessions, I would 
have adopted it This minute I laid before the Council held on the 24th of 
October On the 26th the General moved and the Board (Mr Barwell only 
dissenting) resolved to require that I should produce the whole correspondence 
between me and Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, my agent at the Vizier’s Court, and 
Colonel Champion, the late provincial Commander-m-Chief, both ofiQcial and 
private, for their inspection. I ottered the first and refused the second, for 
reasons which appear m my minutes To what I have already recorded on 
this subject I will further add that there are few persons m the service of any 
considerable trust or rank in it‘With whom I have not maintained that distinct 
mode of intercourse My predecessors have ever followed the same rule, and I 
am persuaded would have thought it a dishonourable breach of confidence, had 
they inserted on the records of the Company, any letters which had been ad¬ 
dressed to them as extra-official and private, without the consent of the writers 
of them. Lord Clive, Mr Verelst, Mr. Cartier, General Smith and General Sir 
Robert Barker are able to contradict me if I have misquoted their practice, and 
I shall be glad to appeal to them for the truth of it, if there can be a doubt 
upon the subject. A circumstance exactly in point to the present matter m 
dispute, happened in the course of Colonel Smith’s correspondence with the 
Select Committee in 1766, when ^y some mistake the subject of a private 
letter from the Colonel to the President was only alluded to in a letter from the 
Select Committee, upon which occasion the Colonel asserts his sentiments of 
the sacred rights or private correspondence in the following words . “ I have 
been made accountable to a public board for an unprejudiced discussion of 
facts which ought never to have transpired beyond the breast of the right 
honourable person to whom, and whom only, they y> ere addressed.” And the 
Select Committee, by their silence, acquiesced m those sentiments. 

' The same subject was resumed the next day the 26th On my refusal to 
deliver the correspondence in the manner in which it was required of me, Colo- 
nel Monson moved, and the General and Mr. Francis agreed that Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton should ^ recalled from his station, and it was resolved By a subse¬ 
quent resolution of the same majority, that the negociations of this Govern¬ 
ment should be thencefciFth committed to Colonel Champion (who ought by a 
parity of reasoning to have been recall’d too) or to the officer who on the receipt 
of the orders, should chance to be the first m command of the brigade in the 
field. To these acts Mr. Barwell and myself dissented, and I entered my pro¬ 
test against all the consequences to f hioh they were liable. 
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The sentiments and intentions of the majority with respect to the E-ohilla 
war and the future destination of the army were sufficiently manifested lu this 
meeting, and left me less room for surprise at the propositions which were made 
at the next, which was held on the 20th. These propositions, which had been 
previously drawn up by the General, having undergone some alterations in sub¬ 
stance and form stand recorded as follow. 

The General proposes the following questions, viz. 

1st .—“ That the demand of 40 lacs from the Vizier be repeated and that 
Colonel Champion, or the Officer Commanding the second Bri¬ 
gade be instructed to that effect. 

Snd —“ That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be also instructed to 
make a demand, for such further payments as may be due from 
the Vizier on the receiving these instructions, and to liquidate 
what accounts may be unsettled with him at the time. 

8rd —That he be further instructed, that although he is to make an im¬ 
mediate demand of the whole 40 lacs, and for such other pay¬ 
ments as may be due at that time, yet if he finds that it is impos¬ 
sible for the Vizier to comply with the whole of these demands, 
ho 13 to receive what can be obtained in ready money not to be 
loss than 20 lacs, and the rest to be payable in different periods 
within 12 months 

4th .—That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be further instructed, that 
in case the Vizier shall refuse to comply with these demands, he 
IS to enter a protest against him declanng that the Company have 
fulfilled all their engagements with him, and within 14 days after 
the receipt of these instructions, to retire with the army under his 
command and withdraw it into the Company’s territories. 

5th .—That further orders be sent to Colonel Champion or the Officer Com¬ 
manding the Brigade that after having finished the negotiations 
for the money now due, he do immediately withdraw the whole of 
the forces under his command within the limits of the Province of 
Oude, and that unless the Vizier should require the continuance 
of the troops for the defence of his origin^ dominions, with the 
Provinces of Korah and Illahabadr he return with them to the 
Cantonments of Dinapore. 

6th .—That in quitting the Vizier he shall acquaint him that the Governor 
General and Council propose to appoint a person to reside at his 
court, and to declare that they mean to adhere strictly to the 
Treaties of Illahabad and Benares, till the pleasure of the Court 
of Directors, regarding the latter, be known. 

7th .—That he be further instructed, that if he should apprehend any dif¬ 
ficulty or danger from the Vizier in his retreat, that then he 
should suspend his declaration and take the best means in his 
pow'^r for the preservation of the army, and advise the Board im¬ 
mediately of las situation ” 

I prevailed upon the majority to defer coming to any conclusion upon these 
propositions until the next Monday’s consultation, this being Friday, both to 
' allow time for each to come prepared with his opinions upon them, and for the 
gentlemen of the majority to read all the proceedings which had any relation 
to the subject, and ot which I had furnished them with a complete list of refer¬ 
ences in my minute recorded on the consultation of the 25th. 

On Monday the Slst the Council being assembled, I delivered in a minutb 
contaimng my opinion on each proposition. Mr Barwell did the same, both 
expressed an assent to the three first, but objected wholly to the 4th, 5tb, and 
7bn, and to the last clause of the 6th. 

The sum of our objections to which I crave leave to refer Is the force of 
them must be lost by an abridgement, was that the 4th Was too peremptory, and 
left no room for the Vizier to propose any other alternative, in case his present 
means for future resources should not enable him to comply literally with the 
demands which were made upon him. That the 6th was a direct violation of 
the engagements which had been formed with him by the last Government,'and 
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would afford him a just pretext to declare his also void, and to refuse payment 
of the 40 lacs, besides the danger of losing the new conquered country by so 
precipitate a retreat from it. That the last clause of the 6th was an alarming 
suggestion of the invalidity of the public treaty, which ought not even to be sup¬ 
posed till it were pronounced by the Company, and that the 7th left it to the 
option of the Commanding Officer of the Army to declare war with the Vizier. 

The other gentlemen brought no opimons in writing, but resolved on all 
the propositions except the last clause of the 6th which was omitted. 

It IS proper to remark that an army, joined by the Vizier’s, had pursued the 
remains of the Rohilla forces which had reassembled under the command of 
Vyzulla Cawn, to the extremity of the country and continued encamped more 
than a month within a very few miles of them, which interval had been em¬ 
ployed in negociations till the 2nd of October, when Fyzulla Cawn repaired in 
person to the English camp, and as it appears from Colonel Champion’s letters 
on the faith of some assurances given for his safety. Since the negociations con¬ 
tinued the enemy remained in arms and our army still advanced nearer to them 
making preparations for an assault in case terms of peace could not be agreed 
on. Thus far our advices had reached us when the General introduced the 
propositions above mentioned Yet at this cnsis of affairs, without waiting for 
the event which a very few days must have determined, the majority came 
with their resolutions decided for withdrawing the brigade from the seivice iii 
which it was engaged whether it were completed or not, and to compel the 
Vizier to the instant adjustment of all his accounts dependent with the Com¬ 
pany, or to abandon him altogether 

One reason alleilged by the majonty for the demand, which had with so 
much perseverance been made for Colonel Champion’s and Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton’s letters, was, that without them, and specially without those I with¬ 
held from them, their knowledge of the state and circumstances of the Robilla 
war, which was to enable them to judge of the propriety of continuing the army 
m that quarter, or to determine its removal, would be incomplete yet they had 
neither taken time to read the series of the former political records which I 
had recommended to their perusal, nor the letters of Colonel Champion and Mr 
Nathaniel Middleton, with which I had promised to furnish them, although 
these were surely as necessary for their information as the private letters address¬ 
ed to me, the contents of which they could not know, and I had declared to 
them contamed no information on the points on which they wanted it. 

Soon after we heard that the Vizier had consigned over the 16 lacs which 
Fyzulla Cawn had engaged to pay him in ready money to Colonel Champion, 
in part payment of the 40 due from him, and had hastily set out on his return 
for his capital with Mr. Nathaniel Middleton for the declared purpose of ac¬ 
quitting himself of the remainder, and that the brigade was in orders to march 
back to Ramgaut Fearing the consequences of the orders which had been 
lately issued, I thought this a fit opportunity to mduce the majority to moderate 
that for the immediate recal of the brigade, and proposed, that as our payments 
were in so fair a channel of acquittance and Ramgaut lay at little more than 
60 miles from the border of the Province of Oiide, to which they had destined 
its future station, a discretionary power might now be entrusted to the Com¬ 
mander of the Army, to continue it at Ramgaut for a short period, until the 
Vizier’s consent could he obtained for its entire removal, or until he himself 
should judge it might leave the RohiUa country without hazard of losing it by 
a fresh invasion or insurrection. 

I think it incumbent upon me tq remark a small geographical error, which 
IJiave committed in my report of the situation of Ramgaut, which I found laid 
down in my own handwriting upon an old map in my possession at the dis¬ 
tance which I have desenbed, but having since received a more correct map of 
that quarter from Captain Barwell, the Surveyor-General, which accompanies 
these papers, I find that it is near 40 miles more remote from the territories of 
the Vizier, an error of little consequence I apprehend to my argument, but I 
mention it that it may not be imputed to me as a deception. 

My proposal was rejected, for the reasons both for and against it, I beg 
leave to refer to my minute in consultation the 8th November, and to the 
rephes of the majority m consultation of the 14th. 
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As a doubt is expressed respecting the nature of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton's 
appointment as Resident or Agent for the Governor at the Court of the Vizier, 
It is necessary I should say a few words to reconcile the propriety of styling 
him my particular agent, and at the same time considering his appointment in 
the nature of a public one. By the Company’s orders of long standing and now 
repeated, all correspondence with the country powers is directed ti be carried 
on by the President, and the intention of appointing a Resident with the Vizier 
was for the purpose of facilitating and perfecting this correspondence; which 
being the particular province of the Governor, he was my especial agent, and 
his appointment was at the same time a public one, as it related to the public 
service, and was conferred upon him by the Board, though at my recommenda¬ 
tion. 

That the objects of my remonstrance may not be lost or mistaken in the 
long narrative and arguments with which I have introduced them, I beg leave 
to repeat, I ground my charge against the members who form the majority of 
the Board on the recal of my public agent at the Court of the Vizier, on their 
precipitate resolution of abandoning the Vizier, and of withdrawing entirely 
from bis alliance unless he complied in the given time of 14 days with their 
demands m the exact foira and mode in which they were prescribed to him, 
on their resolution to withdraw the brigade from the Robilla country, even if 
he did comply with those demands, whether the conquest of it was secured, or 
It was in danger of being wiestcd out of his hands, and, lastly, on the extra¬ 
ordinary licence w^hich they have given to the commander of the brigade, of 
forcing the Company into a war with their ally under cover of taking measures 
to preserve the army from danger 

Actions so evident in their nature and hearing such strong appearances of 
determined liostility, though proceeding from the most j*ust causes of provoca¬ 
tion, seldom fail of producing suspicions of worse intended, and in the means 
which fear suggests for self-defence too often prove the cause of working up a 
slight complaint into the most fatal excess of a declared rupture. but under 
the circumstances of the present Government nothing could have so evident a 
tendency to precipitate this conclusion. 

The jealousy with which a new administration is naturally viewed by those 
who are connected with it is of itself sufficient to render even their indifferent 
transactions liable to misconstructions, hut what sentiments must have struck 
the Vizier, when with the first notification of the constitution of the present 
Council, he received advice of the recall of the public minister of this Govern¬ 
ment from his presence, and of the resolutions respecting the payment and the 
removal of the brigade. He will have concluded that a majority of the new 
Council had combined to overthrow my authority and to raise their own on its 
rums, and had determined to force him to a rupture in older to depreciate the 
measures I had taken It wull avail little that these proceedings are tempered 
with solemn professions of an inviolable attachment to former engagements; 
such assurances accompanying the actual breach of engagements, are more 
likely to destroy confidence than to inspire it, as they too manifestly infer the 
conviction of an irregularity of conduct, which requires such declarations to 
explain and palliate it. 

I have been too long versed in public affairs to look for a concurrence of 
all men’s opinions in any one proposition however expedient, nor am I so much 
addicted to my own as to take offence at an opposition to it, where that oppo¬ 
sition proceeds from a judgement unbiassed by personal animosity. I appeal to 
the minutes of the majority for proofs of the temper which swayed their reso¬ 
lutions Had a mere sense of duty imj^lled them to declare their disavovwil 
of the expedition in which they found a part of the army engaged against the 
Rohiilas, or if they had judged the contmuance of that force beyond the line 
of the Vizier’s possession inconsistent with the orders of the Company, the path 
which .they should have pursued lay very plam before them, by which they 
might have amply manifested their Own fidelity and guarded the Company's 
orders against the like violation hereafter. In many cases I understand it'to 
be a proposition of law that quod fien non debet factum valet —and I believe it 
was never more applicable than to the present occasion. The measnre was an 
act of the past Administration, it was on the point of being concluded; all the 
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dangers and inconveniences to which it could ever have been liable were past; 
of the conditions which had been agreed to on the part of the Company to this 
engagement nothing remained but to bring the war to a period, to place their 
Ally in the secure possession of the new conquest, and to retire within their 
former bounds .—the payments which formed the conditions of the Vizier’s part 
of the engagements were just due, nor had any reason yet appeared to justify 
the suspicion that he would have failed in the performance of them. 

Under such circumstances I presume that the members of the new Council, 
who disapproved of the enterpnze, ought to have recorded their disapprobation 
of it, to have declared their determination not to give their consent to the em¬ 
ployment of any part of the Company’s forces beyond the line which they 
judged to be prescribed by the orders of the Court of Directors after the service 
in which they were then engaged should be accomplished, but to have permit¬ 
ted the brigade to have remained in the Rohilla country, so long as that service 
and the engagements subsisting between this Government and the Vizier re¬ 
quired it, leaving the responsibility of the measure to the members of the last 
Administration who formed it, and under whose authority it was brought to the 
crisis in which the new Government found it. 

The same temperate conduct might have been observed with respect to 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton his appointment as Resident on the part of the Gov¬ 
ernment at the Court of the Vizier might have been confirmed, and the relation 
of it transferred from me to the Board at large. 

Such a conduct without the smallest sacrifice either of their integrity or 
duty would have accommodated their sentiments to the faith of Government, 
the alarms unavoidably attendant on a change of Government and the con¬ 
sistency of its measures so totally new, would have subsided, the Vizier could 
have had no pretext to refuse or withhold the sums which were due from him, 
and the Rohilla war would have ended with honour, with unsullied faith, with 
the restoration of that lustre to our arms, which an inaction of many years 
had almost obscured in the minds of the people of Indostan, with a great addi¬ 
tion of wealth to supply our almost impoverished resources, and without a 
single inconvenience or cause afforded to regret it. 

Let the reverse of this conduct be examined in the first acts of the new 
Council. 

By their violent recall of my agent from the Vizier's Court, they have 
proclaimed the annihilation of my authority in that branch of the Government 
in which the Company, for obvious political reasons, have ever thought it 
necessary to invest their Governor with the ostensible power, and which in their 
very first orders to the new Administration, they have directed should be oon- 
tmued to be conducted through him. 

They have disregarded the faith 6f our engagements which even in the 
most violent revolutions have ever been transmitted as sacred from one govern¬ 
ment to that which has succeeded it; they have exposed the conquest which 
the British arms have acquired for the Vizier, to be wrested from him, with the 
loss of our military reputation, they have risked the loss of the pecuniary 
resources, which were stipulated for the Company as the fruits of their suc- 
casses, and they have precipitately withdrawn the brigade from its station, 
where its whole expence is borne by the Vizier, to become again a heavy and 
useless burthen upon ourselves. 

To the public acts manifesting the temper of their proceedings, I may 
quote another 

It will be difficult to explore the source of measures, so uniformly violent 
and personal before the gentlemen could have acquired a knowledge either of 
the affairs of the Company or of myself, unless we trace in it a preconcerted 
intention to provoke me to a resignation of the Government, or to lead me into 
a warfare of scurrility inconsistent with my character and station. ' If these 
however have been the objects of the majority, they will find themselves dis¬ 
appointed, for with respect to the former, I have determined to sacrifice my 
own feehngs, and abide the decision of my employers, on the appeal which I 
have made to their unbiassed judgemenf; and with respect to the latter, I will 
venture to say, that I shall be armed with a sufficient defence in the exercise 
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of my own moderation. But this very disappointment in the first, and I will 
suppose, grand object of their views, must necessarily occasion a recourse to 
other causes, to vindicate their conduct, and I am ashamed to call the public 
attention to a subject so exceedingly frivolous as that which I am now com¬ 
pelled to enter upon in my own further justification Tliey accuse me of having 
failed^ in paying them the honours due to them. Their accusafions on this 
head is confined to the following particulars. Only 17 guns were fired on their 
arrival. The troops were not drawn out to receive them. They were met at 
my own house and not at the Council house. There was a delay from Friday 
to Monday, three days, in the order for issuing the new Commissions m public 
orders And lastly, the proclamation of the new Government was not made with 
sufficient parade. To these 6 articles I must reply separately. 

1st .—The orders given for the salutes were that 17 guns should be fired 
for the Chief Justice and the Judges, the like number for General 
Claveiing, 16 (as ordered by the Court of Directors) for Sir Edward 
Hughes, and 13 for each of the members of the Boaid, if they 
came separately; if they should all arrive at the same time, the 
highest salute was ordered to he fired for the whole, and this was 
agreeable to the practice which hitherto had been observed, I had no 
other rule to go by. They did arrive together and were accordingly 
saluted together with 17 guns. 

2nd .—If they had landed at the Fort the garrison should have been under 
arms to receive them It appeared to me unmililary to draw troops 
out of a gamson to compliment their landing at a distance from it. 

3rd .—If I could have divined their expectations of being received, not at 
my house, hut at the Council house, or if I could have imagined 
that this was esteemed a matter of any sort of significance, I cer¬ 
tainly should have answered their wishes, but the circumstances 
neither occurred to myself, nor was suggested to any other person. 
I thought then, and truly I think still, that the deputing the senior 
member of the Board to wait on them on the river and to attend 
them to town and the assembling of all the other gentlemen of tho 
old Council at my house for their reception, ample maiks of atten¬ 
tion and respect to them. 

4th ,—The delay of three days in issuing the Commissions was occasioned 
by a request of mine, dictated by my feelings on first perusing them. 
I had before received private intimation of tlieir purport, but my 
information was not complete, and I was hurt at the extraordinary 
reduction of my authority which was to take place, and the apparent 
inconsistency of investing the second person in the Administration 
with greater ostensible powers than the first. "While I was agitated 
by these considerations, I icqucsted this time to determine within 
myself, whether I should accept of this Government or conclude 
the period of my services to the Company with tho close of the late 
administration before they weie published, and when my request 
was acquiesed in, I did not expect to have found it stated as an 
exceptionable part of my conduct. 

With respect to the want of paiade in proclaiming the new Government, 
the members of the Board have themselves to blame for the deficiency in this 
particular, they formed a majority and might have ordered what pomp and 
ostentation they pleased • but it is extraordinary that they should agree to 
measures and then throw the blame of them upon me. I am averse to parade 
myself and have never used it. I proposed a written advertisement as the usual 
mode of proclamation here, they thought a military attendance necessary, 
which was accordingly ordered to attend the sheriff, whom I thought the proper 
officer to publish a Civil Government. But it may be necessary to remark, that 
if there was any dificiency of respect in my conduct, it coujd liot be personally 
intended against them, since the new Government was its object, and I mysott 
had the highest interest in the honours paid to it being the head of that Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Upon the whole I must remark that I paid them higheij honour than ever 
had been paid to persons of their rank in this country, as high ©yen as had 
167 ° 



so 


been paid to Mr. Vansittaxi and L(Mrd Clive wben they came in the fijist et^on 
as Governors; men whose names will ever stand foremost in the memcndes oi 
the people of this country and who merited as much from their employefs as 
any who have filled, or are likely to fiU, that statitm, I wrote letters sevessUy 
to the three gentlemen at Madras, bespeaking theur confidence, as a measure ire* 
cessary to the safety of the Company. The Board sent their senior members 
down the river to meet them, and as a mark of personal respect from me, one 
of the gentlemen of my staff attended them: the whole Council assemble at 
my house to receive them on their landing. What more could I do without 
derogating from my own rank ? But they seem to have considered themselves 
as the Government, and to have required the honours due to it entire, to he 
paid to their own persons, forgetting that they were only a part, and that it was 
from the head they expected such concessions. 

I now once more make my solemn appeal to the Honourable Court of Direct¬ 
ors, from the measures already decided by the majority of the Council, and 
protest against every future act of the same unvaried majority, declaring that 
1 hold myself no longer responsible for the consequences which the interest of 
my employers are liable to suffer, while I am deprived of the means which 
their commands, which the Parliament of Great Britain, which (if I presume 
not too rashly on the information communicated to me) even tbe gracious in¬ 
tention of my Sovereign, have committed in an especial manner to my charge 
for the security of those interests, and the support of the national Honour and 
Dominions in this great and valuable branch of the British Empire. 


Fort William, the 19th December 1774. 

At a Council, pbbsbnt. 

Secret Dept, The Hon’blb Wabebn Hastinos, Governor General, President. 
Monday. Libux.-Gbnbeal John OLAVEitiNG. 

The Hon’blb John Monson. 

Eichahd Barwbll, Esq. 

Philip Feanois, Esq. 

Read the following letter from Colonel Champion, 

To THE IIon’blb Wabben Hastings, Esq., 

Governor General, and Co‘unoil op Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —It was not till my return to this place a few days ago that 
Colonel Chwnpioa tends in I had the honouT of receiving your favour of the 20tli 
the Viiier’e Tanoawt October With the proclamations which accompanied it. 

As Colonel Gailliez agreeably to my directions received from me opened the 
letter m camp, I presume he made due notification of your authoruy to the 
division of the army under hia command. 

Some time before I left camp I received a letter from the late Admimstra- 
tion under date the 29th August to which it was my wish to have replied ear¬ 
lier, but circumstances having denied me a seasonable opportunity, I am now 
to have the honour of addressing you, gentlemen, on the subject of that letter, 
namely, the obligation which the Vizier of the empire put into my hands for 
seven lacs of rapes payable to the troops who were employed in the conquest 
of Bohillah Dominions, 

When the Vizier sent me thot obligation I thought it necessary to inform 
Mr. Hastings of it and accordingly did myself that pleasure by letter 8th Au¬ 
gust, desiring his consMit to the army's receiving the money; ne thought proper 
to lay my letter before the Select Committee and they submitted it to the con¬ 
sideration of the Board, who gave it as their opinion that the army is excluded 
from receiving the said sum by the late Act of Parliament. 

Though the paper does not mention or bear express reference to plunder, 
yet it 18 certain that in offering that money the Vizier had in view the satisfy¬ 
ing the Company's troops for their share of plunder as well as the gratifying 
them for the hardships they had undergone in the oourSe of the war. 

It is not for me, gentlemen, to offer any strictures on the Act of Parliament. 
I am unacquainted with matters of law and if^ith the interpretation of statutes, 
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Mr Barwell's Minute in Secret Proceedings of 8th December 1774. 

Mr Barwell delivers in the following Minute upon this occasion and desires that it may 
be recorded — 

When such formal appeals are made to our superiors, I cannot help lament- 
Mr Barwell’s mmnte the occasioD from which they procecd, 

nor repress the deep concern it fixes on my 
mind to view the prospect before me When I met gentlemen selected by the 
public voice to discharge a trust of such national importance as the supenntend- 
ance of the interests of the Crown of Great Britain and of the East India 
Company, I met them in the sanguine hope that one spirit would have am- 
mated the collective body and united us so firmly in pursuit of the great 
objects of our appointment, that dissentions could not have found a place in 
our Councils How great then is my unhapmess and disappointment to see in 
an instant this agreable, this honorable scene my imagination formed, prove a 
clumera—a mere chimera—for, on the moment ot our entering on the admmstra- 
tion, a scene of contention commenced—and to my mortification I found my 
attention immediately called to measures of the late Government that could 
not be retracted, having already operated and produced the beneficial conse¬ 
quences they were planned to effect. We might indeed risque these advantages 
to the State by an ill-timed impatience to contract its political connections—a 
risque I deemed incumbent on myselt, if possible, to avert and on mature 
thought I have no reason to doubt the justness of my sentiments, or the pro¬ 
priety of that support I judged due to the Governor-General in our late debates. 
My ultimate object was obviously the benefit of tbe State, not contracted by 
nice examination of tbe liteial confined meaning of any one particular order, 
but directed to tbe general good within our grasp, and offered to us in the state 
and posture of our political connections at the time we entered on the Govern- 
meut. Further, I considered, and I forsaw no possible advantage to the Nation or 
to the Company, in debating the propriety of past measures submitted long since 
to our supeuois, and foi which neither myself nor any of the gentlemen of the^^ 
present administration (tho Governor excepted) were responsible. The bcn« 
fits of the measures alone were left to us unhurthened with rosponsibilit|L 
Why, then, not secure them ? What necessity for rendering them precarious mr 
a precipitation that appeals in degree to lose the object, while it inflicts tlm 
severest censure on the late Government ? A principle of action that I flatter^ 
myself will fully acquit me m the public opinion whatever decision it may ^ 
pass on the sentiments I have delivered 

It 18 with diffidence and with the utmost deference to the judgement my 
superiors may give on a policy that terminates prosperously for their affairs, 

I adventure to confirm opinions already pronounced. I am conscious it is not my 
province to take upon me to approve or condemn measures which have come 
before their tribunal, but this has been rendered unavoidable, in the present 
instance, from their lieing made the subject of debate. Thus situated I have 
carefully considered and weighed every circumstance. I have marked with 
attention the rise, progress, execution, and happy consequences resulting to tins 
Government from its connections with the Vizicr, and pronounce from con¬ 
viction the late administration fully justified, and its measures entirely conso- 
nant to the first principles of sound policy As this is my opinion, I must coin¬ 
cide in the Governor-General's letter of appeal It is from all tbe information 
I have obtained a candid exposition of facts. It is unexceptionable m mode 
and form and authorized by the Court of Directors This, 1 apprehend, is not 
the case with the appeal of the members in opposition , not having seen it I 
cannot speak to the matter, but it is at least exceptionable m form, and the 
first instance within my knowledge of a part of the administration formally 
separating itself. Opposing sentiments, I have often seen recorded on the 
proceedings of the Council, but I never before saw them addressed to the 
Direction m letters from the several members. I will not therefore attempt 
to extend known priviledges, or to assume new ones to my station, I approve 
and would affix my name to the Governor-General's appeal, hut as the request 
IS improper, and its irregularity would determine him to decline it, I take 
this method of expressing my entire approbation and joining thus far the 
Governor-General’s address to the Court of Directors. 

" (Sd) B. Barwexl 
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•but I CKimot for a moment myself leave to think that this new law pre¬ 
cludes the army as a body from any of the r^ght8 of war I cannot suppose it 
could be intended that British subjects serring in a military capacity in Asia 
Sliould he denied the advantages common to Bntirfi soldiers in other parts of 
the woiid, and at all rates it occurs that such an innovation of established cus¬ 
tom •could only be affected by an express and positive clause. 

The Nabob’s obligation was received on the 8th August, two months and 
twelve days before the existence of this now penal law was known in Indostan, 
for it was not published by you, gentlemen, at Calcutta till the 20th October, 
and even supposing it meant to exclude the army from future benefits of this 
nature, it would with all due submission in my humble opinion be a singular 
hardship on the Oompany*8 troops were it to operate against them by retrospec¬ 
tion. 

This much escaped me, gentlemen, before I had perfectly recollected that 
the army has now an advocate, I cannot admit, more zealous to promote their 
interest, but of far greater influence and much more equal to the task of plead¬ 
ing for them, he, I am persuaded, will support their every right, and being 
better able to devise the means, to him therefore I commit the cause. 

At the same time that I put the above obligation into your custody, gentle¬ 
men, I beg leave to present to you a separate note of hand of the Vizier's for 
fifty thousand rupees which, though it is expressed to be for the behalf of the 
Brigade in general, His Excellency did mo the compliment of desinng me to 
divide amongst the field officers as I should think proper. 

Besides these two papers, I commit a third to your charge^ it is a tunoha, for 
three laklis of rupees which the Vizier did me the favour ot desiring my accept¬ 
ance alter ho had sent me the two papers for the sum of seven lakhs and a half 

Before I left the army, these three lakhs were repeatedly offered and in parti¬ 
cular His Excellency’s minister informed me that he had instructions to pay 
them out of the fifteen lakhs which he secured from Eyzulla Khan. This cir¬ 
cumstance I mention to you gentlemen to show that the Vizier’s offers of these 
donations were spontaneous and the effects of gratitude for the services ren¬ 
dered him, but I refused the money because w'ben the note was sent to me I 
had in my own mind determined to add it to the General Fund; it was my reso¬ 
lution to convince my followers and companions m the field, that I only desired 
to share with them in the advantages as I had done in the honours of the war, 
and I can with great trath assuie you gentlemen that I perceive much more 
pleasure and self-approbation in throwing these three lakhs into the common 
fund and taking my chance of drawing a proportion than I should have Lad in 
receiving ten times the sum in any other manner. 

Having now in this respect discharged my duty to the army and to my 
own reputation, I am to intimate to you gentlemen my wishes of returning to 
England this season and to desire your leave to resign the commission which 
I have the honour to hold in the Company’s service. 

Attached as I am to this country where I have spent by far the greatest 
part of my life, I cannot divest myself of that amor ‘patrw which warms the 
^easti of every Englishman, and I took an catly opportunity of signifying to 
Mr. Hastings my intentions of returning to my native country should any 
Officer be sent from England to take the command of the army. 

This event has now taken place, and though it is impossible I could con¬ 
strue it into an indignity offered by the geatlemen in the direction towards 
myself, smce they could' not Lave even surmised my succession to the com¬ 
mand, and although I shouW deem myself Lappy in serving umier a Lieutenant- 
General of His Majesty’s forces, yet when I reflect that I have already had the 
honour of holding a station which the King has not thought unworthy the ac¬ 
ceptance of an officer of so devoted a rank, and that I cannot arrive at a greater 
dignity, there no longer remains a field for that ambition whic^ should animate 
me as a soldier: it is therefore time to close the scene, espeoMly as my health 
Las been so much impaired during the course of the late war that it would be 
dangerons for me to expose it longer to this unfriendly climate, and I shall 
retire with so much the more satisfaction that the army falls under the patron¬ 
age and protection of an officer of so distinguished a character. Nor on this 
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account only do I most heartily congratulate themi hut also for that there is in 
new another gentleman ready to second their Qeneral, and step forth with dig* 
nity to lead them to the field of honour. 

I have long, very long served the Company. I will not say, nay I have not 
the vamty to think gentlemen that I have done it with extraordinary abibties, 
but I have the satisfaction4o know that I have done it with great fidelity. In 
serving them I have ultimately served my country and my King whose glory 
I have ever had at heart, and it is a matter of inexpressible pleasure to me that 
I consign the reputation of the British arms in this part of the world to my 
successor with unimpaired lustre. 

Before I take my leave gentlemen, let me beg, if there is no impropnety in 
the request, that I may be favoured with copies of the proceedings of the late 
Administration and extracts of your consultations relative to the Bohilla war, 
especially such parts thereof as regard my conduct or correspondence, and your 
honouring me with answers to such of my letters addressed to the late administra¬ 
tion as have been received since you assumed the reigns of Government, will 
greatly add to the obligation. 

I have now only to add, gentlemen, my most hearty wishes for success to 
your endeavours in discharging the duties of the important and conspicuous 
stations to which you have been called forth, may the result of your delibeiations 
hnng new aggrandisements to your country, glory to your King and honour to 
yourselves. 

!Pob,t William, Gentlemen, &c , 

The 13th December 1774. A. CHAMPION. 

Agreed that this letter also lie for consideration. 


Lietjtbnant-Colonel Leslie called in and the questions above entered being 
entered, he replies as follows, vxz ,— 

lit .—I would beg leave to distinguish between the real inhabitants and 
the acquired ones. By the acquired ones I mean the Bohillas or 
Afghans who conquered the country and became the masters of 
it. I believe the Gentoo inhabitants were not oppressed, the 
ryots have been much cherished by him as they ever were under 
any former Government, except at the time of the march of the 
army through their country, but that they returned to their 
plough immediately and seemed to be as happy as ever. 

The day before our march from Shawabad the country upon the 
opposite side of the river Gurrah was m flames, and upon my en¬ 
quiry into the mattci^I learned it was by order of the Vizier that 
he had sent several detachments of his light cavalry for that pur¬ 
pose, but I behove the inhabitants of those villages had withdrawn 
themselves from them and taken sanctuary at Shawjehanpore. 
3rd .—I have already explained this, the Rohillas were the conquerors of 
the country and a very different people from the native inhabit¬ 
ants, the Kohillas being Mussulmen and the native, Hindus. 
dth ,—The native inhabitants after I left Bissouly between that and Simbu 
were all at their habitations and had returned to their cultivations 
of the country, when I went down towards the banks of the Ganges 
it was highly cultivated, but about Puttergur which was the place 
of arms and retreat of the Bohillas before they retired to Loll 
Dang as their last resource there no cultivation but of sugar, 
5th .—protest I have heard a groat deal of severity exercised on the families 
of the Chiefs of the Kohillahs, but I cannot positively speak to any 
of them but from hearsay, I am afraid there was too much reason 
to give the world a hberty to say that they were ill treated. There 
was one instance in which I thought it was necessary that I should 
interpose; I had been sent into Pelybeet where the wife and family 
of Hafiz Bhamut were, and after a series of conversation with his 
sons at which Major Hannay and Mr. Murray were present, I had 
a message from the |tegum to request that 1 would speak to her. 
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I returned for answer that I was sorry it was out of my power as 
my conduct was prescribed to me, but that I would receive any 
message she would send to me, she sent her son m return to ac¬ 
quaint me that the business he wanted to speak to me on was to 
beg that I would intercede with Colonel Champion, to protect her 
from any insult which might be offered her by the Vizier In 
consequence of her request, I went to Colonel Champion and 
begged that he woud give every sanction in his power and address the 
Vizier upon the occasion which the Colonel promised to do This is 
the only occasion I had to apply to Colonel Champion on the sub¬ 
ject , I hear that many others did exist. I have heard a great deal 
reported of this kind I believe a great deal of it and had reason 
to disbelieve a great deal, as the reports were so improbable I 
did not give ear to them The messages from the Hegum mention¬ 
ed no instance of severity or ill treatment to her, at that time there 
would nothing have happened as it was the very day we marched 
to Pellybeet 

6th ,—Those are the . .vague reports which I wished in general to inform 
you of, but indeed there were particular ones which were attend¬ 
ed with such circumstances that I could scarce give any credit to 
from the situation of the parties There was a particular one at 
Bissouly, one of the daughters of the Rohilla Chief of that place, 
whom they said he had committed violence upon and that she in 
consequence poisoned herself, and knowing the situation of the 
Vizier at that time I thought it almost impracticable which made 
me to give very little credit to the stories which I heard at the 
time of such a natuie. 

7th .—Upon my word so little as I am acquainted with those points, I 
can’t possibly give an opinion but upon conjecture, and which 
every other person is fully as capable of as myself. But from the 
general character of this race of people, who took possession of 
that country from the native inhabitants, they made them till their 
ground left them a subsistence and kept the rest for themselves. 
I can’t tell what their conduct was to their conquered enemies as 
they conquered none within my knowledge of them except the 
inhabitants of that country whom as I mentioned before they 
kept in subjection, 

Qtji —The Ganges running through the Bohilla country becomes at this 
time of the year I believe in some places fordable, and continues 
so till the end of March or beginning of April, at which time the 
snow melting upon the adjacent mountains swells the river and it 
is not passable but by boats There are several forts from Ilard- 
wagaut to Baragaut, they are all defensible as is the country all 
down that side of the river, having in general very high hanks; 
the opposite side is quite flat and is universally known to people 
in the neighbourhood because there is a continual mtercourse 
between the countries on both sides of the river 

S/A.-—-I don’t believe if our army was posted there that the Mahrattas 
durst make an attempt to enter m by any part of that river or any 
other power of Indostan. I mean by our army the brigade that 
was stationed there. If they did it is very clear they might 
make a retreat, as our army could not come up with cavalry If 
they should cross the river it must be with their horses only, the^ 
could not have any equipage, appointments or subsistence, and it 
must be merely for a day as thdy could not bring any appoint¬ 
ments or subsistence along with them 

10th.—\ can’t possibly say with regard to the amount ef the sum the 
Vizier possessed himself of, but report I believ©^made it a great 
deal more than it really was, though I am convinced it amounted 
to a very considerable sum; report made it from 1, 2 to 8 mil¬ 
lions of money. I believe the pnncipal articles of it to have con¬ 
sisted m bullion and specie There were a number of camels and 
elephants, but these were very inconsiderable in comparison with 
gg the former * 



aSw General now begs leave to pr(^> 08 e s«&e qaestions -to Colonel Leslie— 
observe that liae&tiOBed in reprlyto the M question that the 
Viifier behaved well to the ftnoient inhabrtants, friad I now desire 
to know how they behavnd to the l^hillas ? 

I’he prisoners who fell into the hands of the Vizier which I believe 
to he V6ay few are now entertained in his service, there are some 
of the sons of Hafiz Ehamnt, two ^rtacnlarly whom I know and 
have often seen riding in his suit. He generally took one of thele 
oat with them all the time he was at Bessouly, their appearance 
was good and I think the same as the rest of his cavalry, and 
they appeared contented, hut no doubt he kept a watchf ull eye 
upon them. 

Q. —Are there any fords lower than Eamgaut on the Ganges ? 

A. I am satisfied there are several fords between Eamgaut and Illaha- 
bad. 1 have crossed at lUahabad frequently myself. 

Question from the Governor — 

Q.—What is the general breadth ol the river from Hardwa to the 
southern extremity of the Kohilla Country ? 

A.—<I did not oMuedown by the river, but from Hardwa to Weynagaut 
(about 12 coss) the nver appeared to be about as broad as at Cal¬ 
cutta , at Eamgaut it is broader and thence continues all the way 
downwards the same way and size as down Bahar and inter¬ 
rupted by sands and islands. By the nver I mean the body of 
water which when 1 saw it was about as broad as it is here. 

Questions hy the General — 

Q —What is the distance from Shawbad the frontier of the Province of 
Oude to Lalldang the extremity of the Eohilla Country p 

A.-~l believe it to be about two hundred miles. 

Q —Do you know the latitude of Lalldang ? 

A —The latitude I think is 30 d^rees 48 minutes north. 

Q, —How far do you reckon it to be from Lalldang to Delhy ? 

Delhy I believe is in 28. 

Q. —Whilst the army was in the Eohilla Country could it have prevent¬ 
ed a Mahratta army entering the Province of Bahar ? 

A.-^'lhe Mahrattas might have entered the Province of Bahar by many 
inroads, as the brigade was at too great a distance to prevent 
them. 

Q —If a Mahratta army bad entered the Province of Bahar at that time 
do you know of any troops that could have opposed their coming 
to Cassembuzar ^ 

A .—If they had made their entrance hy the Province of Corah, I really 
don’t know what disposition the Vizier had made of his troops 
to oppose their passage; if they had come further down the 
country, I don’t know of any troops nearer than Darrampore, nor 
what disposition Governor Hastings had made to oppose their 
passage to Cassembuzar; certainly if the Vizier had not made a 
proper disposition of his troops in the lower country they could 
have penetrated as far as Cassembuzar. 

Questions by the Ooeensor^ 

Q —Did you hear of any Mahratta troops being in the country or near 
it, or expected there at the time our troops entered ? 

ji.—After our retreat to winter qiarters there wtis a report that Pyzulla 
Cawn waited a junction of the Mahratta force and expected a 
considerable number of Mahratta troops with whose aid he in¬ 
tended to take the field again, and I think the time he expected 
them to come was about the time that the river would become 
fordable, but the report lost its credit immediately from the divi¬ 
sions that existed among the Mahratta Chiefs. 
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Q .—Did the array consider the war in which they were engaged as oae 
that did honour to the British name or such as disgraced it ? 

■A —I cannot answer for the opinion of others upon this subject) I can 
only answer for my own. 

Q.—Who provided the ooatjngenciea of the array ? 

/l.—The Comraissary General; at the hymning of the campaign they 
were sujralied by the paymaster until the anivai of the Com- 
missary General’s Deputy. 

Q.—Did you ever kxKiw in any army that the person who provided the 
contingencies had the coutroul of them ? 

A ,—There were many eontrouls upon the persons who supplied the 
armies I have served in, hut I da not recollect any agent of sup¬ 
plies controuling his own accounts. 

Q. —Had you any map of the Boliilla country furmshed by the Gover¬ 
nor when you went to the army ^ 

.4,—No, I believe there were very few extant. I applied to the Governor 
for such as he had of the upper country, Ke., of the upper parts of 
Bahar and Province of Oudh and he informed me the only one 
ho had he had promised to Captain Toonc. 

< 3 .—Dq you know if Colonel Champicox was furnished with maps of the 
country ? 

A —I believe he had some maps of the country, I have seen scraps of 
them hut he did not communicate them to me. 

Queihom by Mr Francis — 

Q —How long since the Eohillas have been established in that country ^ 

A —About fifty years. 

Q. —When you were sent into Pelyheet did the Begum send the trin¬ 
kets and ornaments of the women to you desiring your acceptance 
of them, and what answer did you send her ? 

.4.—The Begum did send her trinkets and ornaments. When Major Han- 
nay and Mr. Murray and I were sent to Pelybeet we went as 
three Commissioners m conjunction with three of the Viziers to 
examine the Treasury and search for military chests of the beaten 
army. Wo searched the treasury and every other place, but the 
zenanas which we were forbid to enter; the women of the zenana 
sent their trinkets from a supposition that they were a part of 
the treasure, which we returned to them, acquainting them that 
we did not come in search of their trinkets but for the treasure 
deposited there. 

Q —Did the Vizier afterwards take away more trinkets and ornaments 
from the women P 

A. —I believe be did, 1 am pretty sure he did, take them away the next 
day. 

Q ,—Was it the enormity of the reports circulated concerning the Vizier’s 
conduct to the families of the Brohilla chiefs which made you 
think them improbable ? 

A. —No, it was not; they were the circumstances of the reports. 

Q,—Is not the Vizier, notwithstanding the unhappy state of his health, 
notoriously addicted to women land accustomed to gratify the 
sudden impulse of his passions at any rate ? 

I believe he is as addicted to women as most people, and that he 
would go as far to gratify them. 

Question by the Governor — 

Q .—^Was he at this time in a condition to gratify his passions ? 

X.—From the accounts I had of him I don’t think he was- 
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QuestioM hy Mr, Francis-— 

Q.—Do you believe the Vizier ever entered the zenanas of any of the 
Eohillah Chiefs ? 

J.—l don’t know, I believe he did. 

Q.—Is not the family of a noble Moor dishonoured by a man’s forcibly 
entenng the zenana and seeing the women ? 

A.—Yes, I believe it is. 

Q —Were you employed m oui army in the year 1773, when it acted in 
defence of the Rohillas against the Mahrattas ? 

^.-No. 

Q.—Did the Vizier make any suitable allowance for the maintenance of 
the families of the conquered Chiefs or were they abandoned to 
^stress and misery for want of the common necessaries of life 
at any time P 

A,—The Vizier has I am told settled allowances, Jaghiers upon most 
of them, but I believe not sufficient to keep them in that way of 
life they are brought up in, but upon my word I don’t know what 
distresses they have been brought to as they are confined within 
forts, but the report of tlie world says they suffer great distress, 

Q.—Did the Vizier make use of any and what contrivances to possess 
himself of all the treasure in the treasuiies of the chief towns to 
the exclusion of the English troops ? 

ul.—The Vizier took all the treasure he could find in the towns without 
regard to the Company's troops. 

Q.—Was it the English troops or those of the Vizier which conquered 
the Eohillah country ? 

A.—I believe the Company’s troops were the princials of the conquest, 
and I am sure they were. 

Q,—ls the Vizier able to defend and secure his new conquest without 
the constant presence of our brigade m the Kobilla country ? 

A.—It you confine it merely to that his own troops will be sufficient to 
defend it. 

Q —How far is Eamgaut from the frontiers of Oude ? 

uf.—About 70 or 80 English miles. 

Q .—When you were sent to join the brigade were you informed of the 
object of the expedition, that is, whether it was to mvade or to 
defend the Rohillas ? 

A .—I knew it was ordered to join the 2nd brigade and Siijah Dowlah’s 
army, but I did not know the nature of the service on which I 
was to be employed. 

Q. —Was it commonly said or believed in the country that the Rohillas 
had been sacrificed to the Vizier by the English Government. 

—No, I never heard it, but the Rohillas said if we had not been in 
conjunction with Su]ah*ul-Dowlah they would have been an equal 
match for him, and it was owing to the power of the English 
troops that he conquered them. 

Questions by the General— 

Q ,—Were the Bohilla Chiefs whom you said were now confined taken 
in battle or did they surrender themselves by capitulation ? 

A —They surrendered at discretion. 

Q.—How long do you suppose the army would be on marching from 
Lalldang to Calcutta? 

A —Near three months, two at least. 

Colonel Leslie desires time to consider further on this last question, and as 
it becomes a part of his duty he will do it with the greatest exactness. 

The Governor desires to add this question for Colonel Leslie’s consideration. 
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In wbat time he imagines a whole brigade or part of it would be able 
upon an emergency to come to Calcutta by water at the different seasons of the 
year, and Colonel Leslie is desired to consider this question in its full extent 

Major Hannay called in 

To the first question —To the best of my knowledge I saw no signs of 
oppression to the inhabitants of the new conquered country, but from part cular 
enquiries which I had an opportunity of making of the country people they 
said they had met with no treatment that they could complain ot, that from the 
treatment they had met with, they had no reason to fear greater seventy 
fiom the Vizier than their former masters 

To the second question —I believe both the Vizier and the Ilohillas were 
concerned in burning the villages. I was informed that some days before our 
arrival at Shawbad the Rohillas had burned some villages towards Mamdy, 
in the Vizier’s ancient dominions 

To the third question —I have learnd from many people that it is only 
within 60 years, that the Rohillas have become masters of the country to the 
north of the Ganges, that they were originally Afghans, came into Indostan 
under a Surdar named Baud Cawn and that they conquered that country fiom 
the Hindoos and that since that time they have followed no other profession 
than that of arms, and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country, the Ro- 
hillas are Mussulmcn of the sect of Omah, and that the cultivators of the country 
arc Hindoos. I suppose the proportion to be about 9 Hindoos to 1 Mussulman. 

To the fourth question.—Several of the native inhabitants of course had 
followed the Rohillas to Pattergur and Lalldang, but the pioportion of them 
w-as very small, and several of them to my knowledge returned before the war 
was finished, to their former habitations At the time that I went upon an expe¬ 
dition from Bessouly to Sumbul, Meradabad and Rampore, the country appeared 
to be in good cultivation, the inhabitants were employed in tilling it. It is in 
general one of the best cultivated couutiies I have seen in Indostan, and very 
well inhabited, and the people appeared to be as busy at this time as if there 
had been a profound peace, and under no kind of apprehension fiom the con¬ 
querors At or some time after the battle of St George Eugee Cawn was re¬ 
turning from Delhi to join his master the Vizier, and had taken possession of all 
the country from Anopshare and Ramgaut to Rampore, and established Fousdars 
and Collectors of the revenues of it before the arrival of our army at Bessouly, 
and to maintain these Fousdars in tlio execution of their duty it was only neces¬ 
sary to leave 600 Nudjiff Cawns there and 5 companys of regular sepoys and 
some hundreds of the Burrah Fultan, in all not amounting to 1,500 men, who 
kept the country in perfect quietness untill our army arrived and after the 
march of our army to Pottergur. 

To the fifth question —I was generally inform’d and from my own observa¬ 
tion I am led to believe that he treated them with a great deal of severity, for 
instance he deprived them of all the ornamental part of their dress and did not 
provide them with such accommodations as I thought their rank entitled them 
to expect. The reports that prevailed in camp were various, but were not con¬ 
veyed to me from such authority as to warrant my offering them to the Board 

Mr. Francis begs leave to propose the following question in this place as 
it has immediate relation to the last 

Q —Do you know or have you heard whether they were at any time re¬ 
duced to distress for want even of a subsistence ? 

A .—I have heard that their subsistence was scanty, but this is one of 
the reports I liave heard and have not been able to ascertain the 
truth of, to my own satisfaction. 

To the sixth question —I have heard while I was at Betsouly frequently 
that he had violated one of the daughters of Mohuboola Cawn, but I never gave 
credit to it, nay I believe it impossible from the state of b^lth he was in at 
that time. I may say further that when I heard this report, 1 was at a good 
deal of pains to investigate the truth of it, and tracing it back, I could carry it 
no further, than it was a report that prevailed among the guard at the door 
of the zenana, and from the situation of this guard to the zenana it was impos¬ 
sible they could be acquainted with any circumstances that past within, as the 
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apartments of tbe \romen trere at such a distance from the gateway nrhere the 
guard were placed. There was another motive which induced me to disbelieve 
the report which was that a few days after this happened the women were ear¬ 
ned to camp where he would have a much better opportunity of doing it, with¬ 
out detection had he been disposed to it or able. 


Queahon hy Mr. Francis ,— 

g.—Do you know or believe that the Vizier entered the zenanas of the 
wives of any of the Rohilla Chiefs ? 

A .—It is impossible for me to answer with any degree of precision 
from the zenanas being spacious places consisting of many apart¬ 
ments many of which are not occupied by women. I never knew 
of his going into any of them at Felly beet, I can positively say he 
did not for he never went into the Town of Pellybeet, at Bessouly 
1 have heard that he went frequently into the zenana there, but to 
the best of my remembrance it was after the women were removed 
to camp, ai^d that he was fitting up the zenanas for the recep¬ 
tion of his own family durmg the time he was going to Putter- 
gur. 

To the seventh question —Their national character has in general been the 
want of sincerity, to elucidate which, I bog leave to mention one instance. At 
the time that Mahomed Ally was their chief, he prevailed upon the Almora Raja 
and the other hill Rajas to assist him in his rebellion against the King Maho¬ 
med Shaw, that they did assist him with 20,000 men, that upon the approach 
of the imperial army they found themselves so much inferior in point of 
strength that they j'udged it imprudent to give him battle, and prevailed upon 
the Almorah Baja to admit them into his country the access to which is so 
strong that a small number of troops may defend the pass agaiust a very nume¬ 
rous army, they continued there till an invasion of the Mahrattas required that 
the army of the empire should be returned against them As soon as ever the 
army of the empire quitted the Rohilla country, then the Rohillas seized the 
country of the Almorah Raja, their ally, earned away most of the handsomest 
women of the country captives, among others the daughter of the Raja whom 
Ally Mahomed took himself and she was the mother of the present Fyzulla 
Cawn. This is mentioned as an instance of their insincerity, farther it is a 
mo verb in Indostan, that they pray with one hand and rob with the other. 
Their manner of making war is much tbe same as is practised all over Indostan; 
towards their conquered enemys they have generally been bloody, those whom 
they have saved they commonly made captives of, and in the late campaign 
I have been very well assured by many of the prisoners that their intentions 
towards us were very bloody, that they had orders to give no quarter. 

To the eighth question —I have never understood that it was fordable at 
any place below Anopshuri, and I have taken great pains to make myself ac¬ 
quainted with your subject by enquiries of Nudjiff Cawn, and after tbe war 
was finished of many of the Rohillas I have understood that it is easy forded 
at no place, but in the month of March and beginning of April it may be forded 
at several places between Hardwa and Anopshuri, but it is not fordable long 
after that period on account of tbe melting of the snows and rising of the rivers. 
I have been told by Nudjiff Cawn that he was astonished at the Rohillas suf¬ 
fering the Mahrattas to cross the Ganges when they invaded the country of 
Zabita Cawn to the mouth of the Ganges, as he assured me that every one of the 
fords might easily have been defended. I was with the Vizier a few days after 
they had crossed the Ganges, and he blamed the sirdars very much for suffering 
them, using this expression, “ He was sure Zabita Cawn was not the son of old 
Nazim O'Dowlah or he would not have suffered them to cross the Ganges.*' It 
18 the general opimon of all the Indostan soldiers with whom I have talked on 
the subject that the Ganges is not to be fowled but by surprise; the fords are 
very well known. 

To the ninth question —think it would be so datigerous an enterprise 
that they would hardly undertake it; and if they did, in case of a defeat they 
would be totally ruined having but a small tract of country to march over 
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before they come to tbe Ganges, and if a victorious &rmy pursued them closely 
they roust cither perish in it or fall by the sword. 

To the tenth question.—I believe it impossible to accertain what the 
sum is, but it IS generally supposed and I do very believe to have been consider* 
able, consisting chiefly in specie, plate and jwels, by considerable, I mean up¬ 
wards of a crore of rupees; this is my own opinion, others have estimated the 
sum at a great deal more. 

To the eleventh question —I recollect to have learnt from Sir Robert Barker, 
that when he marched up to Ramgaut with the Vizier to the assistance of the 
Rohillas, and had come near to the Mahratta army, their conduct was so doubt* 
ful and had so much the appearance of treachery, that he had come to a reso¬ 
lution of attacking them if they did not fully declare themselves by their 
actions; and to the best of my remembrance he would have done it but that 
he was misled by a guide. But this is a question which Colonel Cbampiop or 
Colonel Goddard can better reply to as they were present, I was not but only 
heard it from General Sir Robert Barker. 

Qu>€8tion8 by the General — 

Q.—Do you know who has the commission to receive NujifP Cawn’s 
pension which is to be paid by this Presidency ? 

A. —It 18 a question I cannot well reply to. I know whom he intended 
to appoint his agent, but the confirmation of the appomtment 
I understood depended on the Governor. 

Q .—Who was the person intended with the Government approbation ? 

A —I was 

Q. —What were you to receive for it ? 

Major Hannay ordered to withdraw 

The Governor General observes that the questions which he proposed and 
’ivhich were assented to by the Board related only to the Kohilla war, but the 
questions now put by the General tend to reveal some transaction of Major 
Hannay himself, which if of a private and lawful nature the Board have no 
right to enquire into, and if of an unlawful nature they ought not to be put to 
Major Hannay himself, he therefore objects to this question being put. 

Mr Rrancis —I think the question proper and necessary and that the 
Board have a right to make the enquiry I cannot suppose that Major Hannay 
has done anything criminal in this business, because the intended appoint¬ 
ment was to have the sanction of the Governor, and had been communicated to 
him by the Commander-in-Chief of the Army. 

Mr Harwell thinks the question improper, it has no public obj’eot, and 
therefore objects to it 

Mr. Monson sees no impropriety in putting the question to Major Hannay, 
as he understands that these gentlemen were called before the Board to give 
the most ample information and cannot suppose that there was any thing 
improper in the appointment of Major Hannay to be Agent to Nudjiff Cawn 
as it was to receive the Governor’s sanction. 

Resolved that the question be put. 

Major Hannay called in again and the question put to him— 

—I have long known Nudjiff Cawn, he is a man for whom I enter¬ 
tain a friendship and should embrace any consistent opportunity 
to testify my fnendship to him. I wish to explain n^hat I mean by 
the Governor’s conflmiation of his intention of appointing me his 
Agent. I thought it was improper to accept of that appomtment 
Without having first applied for and obtained leave from tbe Com* 
mander-in-Obief and the Governor not thinking myself ^n adequate 
judge how far it was proper for me to undertake such an office. 

Question by the Governor — 

Q.—I desire Major Hannay may inform the Board what answer he 
received from me either directed to himself or the Commander* 
in-Chief. 
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A .—I don’t positively recolleot wliAt'the answer was, but I think it was 
that there was no money due at that time to Nudjiff Cawn, but 
when the Governor should be acquainted with the pleasure of 
the Court of Directors he would then determine whether the Ja- 
ghire was to be paid, and m the meantime it was needless to con¬ 
firm an appointment which might never be exercised. 

Questions hy the General — 

Q —Do you not know that Colonel Champion made representations to the 
Vizier of cruelties exercised by his troops in the Rohilla country ? 

A —I have heard Colonel Champion say that he had remonstrated to 
the Vizier against the burning of any villages, but I was not 
present at any such remonstrance I further heard him say that 
he had used his offices ivith the Vizier to pursude him to treat 
the captive families of the Rohilla chiefs with more humanity 
and tenderness, and that upon these occasions the Vizier denied 
having treated them with seventy. 

Q —Do you imagine that Colonel Champion would have made such 
. representations to the Vizier if he had not been persuaded that 

the facts were true ? 

A —The burning of the villages was evident, and I catt say with con¬ 
fidence that Colonel Champion would not have made application 
to the Vizier for the remedy of evils which he did not believe to 
exist. 

Q —Whether you don’t think that the Commander of the Army was in 
a situation to be better informed of transactions of that nature 
than yourself ? 

A —With respect to the burning of the villages and matters of that 
nature with all deference to the Commander-In-Chief, I humbly 
conceive that I had a good opportunity of being acquainted as 
any one, with respect to the treatment of the captive families, 
1 conceive he must have had better opportunities of information 
than me, as he might have received letters from them on the 
subject which I did not. 

Q —Whether you imagine that the army whilst it was in the Rohilla 
country could have prevented the Mahrattas from entering the 
Bahar province by the country of Corah ? 

A —I understand that the Mahrattas must come into the Corah country 
by the Culpce Gaut, and as their march from their own country 
to Culpee IS a very considerable greater distance, our army would 
have been time enough to oppose tlicir passage of the Jumna. 

Q —Was the brigade complete when it entered the field, particularly 
the Europeans ? 

A —Not quite complete. 

Q —Dow was it by the last returns you have seen ? 

A —Not quite complete. 

Q —How many men did the European battalion’want ? 

A —I will send a particular account tomorrow from the latest returns 
I have seen. 

Q.—What troops had you belonging to the Company and the brigade 
establishment ? 

A. —The latter part of the campaign the troop of cavalry;^ we had also 
two companies of grenadier sepoys from the 3rd brigade 

Q —Whether the cadets form part of the effective strength of the second 
regiment or not ? , 

A —It was only in October last that they joined the regiment. They 
did duty before with the sepoy grenadier corps, they are nc^ 
included in the establishment. 
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Q. —Who supplied the contingencies of the army ? 

A. —At the beginning of the campaign they were furnished by the pay¬ 
master, but latterly by the Commissary General 

0-—Is it usual for the same person to supply contingencies and to con¬ 
trol the accounts of them ? 

A .—I don’t recollect any instances of it in Europe. 

Questions by Colonel Monson — 

Q. —What induced the Vizier to enter the zenana at Bissouly after the 
■women had been removed from it ? 

A. —To look for treasure was liis first motive, and to set up the zenana 
for his own women was his secondary. 

Q —When you went as an agent in behalf of the army into the fort of 
Pillybeet to look for treasure were you precluded from going 
into the zenana? 

A. —I was. 

Q. —Do you imagine if you had been allowed to have gone into the 
zenana, you would have found treasure ? 

A —I do imagine I should have found some, as I was informed by a son 
of Hafiz Rahmit Cawn that there were some thousands rupees 
there, I think about 10,000. 

Questions by Mr Francis — 

Q.—Do you conceive the country of the Robillas to be completely and 
quietly reduced to the Vizier’s subjection? 

A —I do 

Q —Do you apprehend that it is necessary for the English troops to 
remain there in order to secure and establish the Vizier’s govern¬ 
ment over his new subjects ? 

A.—I do not consider it as absolutely necessary that they should conti¬ 
nue in that country, but it would be of great advantage to the 
Vizier’s affairs that they should be in some part of the Province 
of Oudo, the nearer the frontiers the more it would contribute to 
the Vizier’s advantage. 

Question by the Governor— 

Q —Do you imagine that the possession of the Rohilla country would 
be at this time in danger by the opinion that it might be invaded 
without any interruption or opposition from the English brigade? 

A. —The unsettled situation of the Pattans and the Rohillas that were 
made to cross the Ganges into the Duabe makes me believe 
th it if the brigade were withdrawn and they were thoroughly 
convinced that the Vizier would not be supported in that con¬ 
quest, they would endeavour to wrest it from him. 

Questions by Colonel Monson— 

Q .—Do you know the bundebust that the Vizier has settled for the 
•whole of tjlie Rohilla country? 

A —No, I do not. 

g,__What IS the reputed revenue of the Rohilla country ? 

A. —Upwards of 70 lacs. 

Q, —You said that several of the prisoners had informed you that they 
mtended to give us no quarter, do you not think it natural that 
they should form such a resolution against a nation which without 
any provocation mvaded their country with an avowed design 
to conquer it for a Prince whom in their corruption the Rohillas 
particularly feared and detested ? 
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Under such ciroumstahode as heife represented I should regard it 
b 7 no means an unnatural resolution for the EohiUas to have 
come to, but I Understood that they never accused us of entering 
their country without provocation, and what 1 understood from 
them to have beet the provocation, that brought us into their 
country, was their not having fulfilled their engagement they had 
entered into with the Vizier to pay him 40 lacs of rupees, nor did 
I understand that the conquest of the country was meditated if 
they should have paid the treaty money and the expences of the 
war. 

The Board having no further questions to put to Major Hannay he is 
desired to withdraw. 


Fort William the 28th December 1774. 

At a Council, present : 

Secret Dept. The Hon’ble WARUtit Hastings, Governor General, President, 
Wednesday. Lieut.-Gbneral John Claverino. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Eichabd Harwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The Consultation of the 21st read and approved. 

Colonel Champion having; sent in the following letter which is now read. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, —Last night I received your favor of the 19th, 
and have to wish that Mr. Hastings’ consciousness of 
Colonel Champion. credit due to his conduct, to his sentiments and to 

his manner of communicating them had been sufficient to have prevented the 
possibility of his receiving the sense of my address of that date m the manner 
he appears to have done. 

I gave myself the liberty of supposing he had declined producing the cor- 
respondence from regard to ordinary politeness in consideration of many of the 
letters having been addressed familiarly, and by the reference made to him I 
meant no more than a return of the like compliment; but although I have 
already waived every other objection, he was pleased to insist on making the 
reference on his part a matter of tenderness towards me. Under such a con¬ 
struction, I cannot think of withholding the letters, and unequal as I acknow- 
ledge myself to Mr. Hastings m the talent of writing, I shall let my sentiment 
and conduct speak for themselves without seekmg to anticipate opmions. 

When, for the reasons assigned in my letter, I requested the favor of a pre¬ 
vious perusal of your questions regarding the Rohilla war, I always under, 
stood that I was to give the answers verbally, because I know the effects of one 
question frequently produces another. My complaints are now less painful 
though my health is far from being re-established, but I am so much recovered 
that I shall with pleasure wait upon you whenever ib may suit your oonve- 
niency. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

A. CHAMPION. 

The Slat Decimher 1774, 


Coion»i Champion eaBed in Coloncl Champion in compliance with a summons 
and eiamiued m tb« Rohilla now attending 18 called in and the Governor General’s 
questions of the 19th instant bemg put to him he replies 
to them severally as follows:— 

To the Ist question.—It api^ared so to me. 
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To the 2nd question.—^The Vizier. 

To the 3rd question.—-The Rohillas are in possession of it as conquerors 
only, the native inhabitants are not of the same sect or religion. 

To the 4th question.—The native inhabitants are still remaining, and the 
country is in a flourishing state. 

To the 6th question —It appeared to me that he was guilty of cruelties to 
the families of the Rohilla Chiefs but as to the instance I must refer to my 
minute, 

To the 6th question.—I did hear such a report, but as to the grounds, I 
have none sufficient to prove the accusation, but the report of it was made to 
me. 

To the 7 th question.—They are a brave race of people, they make wars as 
the Indians generally do. I have no particular accounts of their conduct to 
their conquered enirmea. 

To the 8th question —The Ganges is fordable in many places, I believe 
in April, May and part of June I have little knowledge of the fords, but I 
believe they may be defensible by a European force, but not by the country 
powers I believe they are universally known Rynegaut is one, Eamgaut 
another, and there are two other places, the names of which I do not know. 

To the 9th question —If our army was upon the spot I don't think they 
would venture to cross, but if the army was at the distance of 100 coss, I 
believe they would venture, and with our army pursuing them, I think they 
would reoross themselves but not with safety to their baggage. 

To the 10th question —I have heard (have an account) but that account 
was given me by Uircarrahs that the amount of the plunder was about 1^ crore 
of rupees, and I belteoe that the amount was a crore and a half of rupees , it 
consisted in gold, silver and jewels 

To the 11th question.—I cannot charge my memory with any thmg of 
that sort 

Questions by the Governor General — 

Q —Do you know whether the Vizier rec/cived any letters from Hafiz 
Rhamed Cawn and the other Rohilla Chiefs under their respect¬ 
ive seals about the time of the commencement of the campaign ? 

A. —To the best of my recollection he did 

Q —Did you receive such a letter from the Rohilla Chiefs at the same 
time ? 

A. —I think I did. 

Q —What was the purport of them ? 

A .—To the best of my recollection they were affording an accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Q —What opinion did the Vizier express upon the offer ? 

A —That he would hear of no accommodation 

Q .—Do you recollect whether the letter expressed anything like an ac¬ 
knowledgement of a breach of treaty committed by the Rohilla ? 

' A —I don’t recollect. 

The Colonel is requested to lay before the Board a copy of the letter ad¬ 
dressed to him by the Rohilla Chiefs, with his answer to it. 

Questions by the General — 

Q.—When did you receive your instructions ? 

A —About the 19th or 20th of February, in Calcutta. 

Q._Was any mention made in those instructions of the object of the 
Rohilla War ? 

A —I think there was. 

g.—Was any previous intimation made to the Rohillas that the Gov¬ 
ernment had taken offence at any part of theur conduct ? 
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A. —I don't recollect that there was. 

Q.—Do you believe that you should have remembered it, had such an 
intimation been made by yourself ? 

A. —Certainly. 

Q —When the Vizier began plundering and burning the country, did 
you make any representation to him upon it ? 

A, —I did. 

Q.—Did you represent to the Vizier your opinion of the ill treatment 
of the pnsoners ? 

A —I did. 

Q. —Were not some of the families of the Chiefs left destitute of neces¬ 
saries for their subsistance ? 

^—No. 

Q. —In what way were they ill treated ? 

A —It was reported to me that they were in want. 

Q —Did you inform the Governor, Mr. Hastings, of the Vizier's con¬ 
duct towards the country and the prisoners ? 

A —1 did 

Q. —How did the Governor take your representations ? 

A. —To the best of my recollection he wrote to the Vizier to be more 
moderate m his behavior 

Q. —Did the Governor seem to be pleased at your making this represen¬ 
tation to him ? 

A. —I refer to the Governor’s letter written in answer. 

Q .—When you expostulated with the Governor on the disgrace and 
dishonor which this war brought on the British Aims, what 
answer did he make to these expostulations ? 

A —I cannot charge my memory, but beg leave to refer to tlie corres- 
pondonce. 

Q —Did you apprenend during the campaign that the Mahrattas would 
come towards the Ganges in autumn ? 

A. —I received some information from the Vizier that he was in expec. 
tations of it 

Q —Whilst the army was in the heart of the Ilohilla country do you 
think you could have covered the Province of Bengal fiom an 
invasion of the Mahrattas, had they entered by the way of Corah ? 

A. —I request to have this question given mo in writing that I may 
return an answer 

Q. —Did you hear that Nudjuflf Cawn had engaged Sombre, Redman, 
and other English deserters m his service ? 

A —To the best of my recollection no 

Questions hy the Governor — 

Q —What IS your opinion of the character of Nudjiff Cawn, and of his 
attachment towaids usP 

A. —I beheve him to be a good man and firm to our interests 

Q—Do you know how Major Polier came to be employed at the siege 
of Agra ? 

A —No. 

Q. —Do you know of any cannon or small arms sent to the Vizier ? 

A. —I know of some cannon, but as to small arms, I c.an’t say 

Q —How many cannon were there and of what sort ? 

A. —Four, and I beheve them iron IS-prs. 

Q.—How were the contingencies of the army furmshed p ' 
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A —-The first part of the campaign by the paymaster, and the Inttor 
part by tlie Commissary General. 

Q ,—What was the cause of the change in the mode of supplying tlie 
contingencies from the paymaster to the Commissaiy General ? 

A. —I understood that it was by order of the Company. 

Q —Do you know nearly how many boats the Conflnissary General had 
with stores ? 

No 

Q —When ho sells the stores who purchases them, or makes the bargain 
for the Company ? 

A —The stores are supplied by indent, I cannot say who makes the bar- 
gam. 

Q. —W ho fixes the price of the stores ? 

A —I cannot say. 

Q —Who comptrolls the accounts after they are purchased ? 

A. —The Commissary General. 

Q —Do you know if any lead was indented for ? 

A —No, that 1 recollect. 

Q. —When did you acquaint the Governor with having received an obli¬ 
gation from the Vizier for seven lacs as a present to tlio army ? 

A —I believe it to bo the 8th of August 

Q,—When did you acquaint them of your having received the obligation 
for 50,000 rupees? 

A. —I never did mention it to the best of my knowledge 

Q —When did you acquaint them of your having received the tuncaw 
for the 3 lacs ? 

A. —Not till I came to Calcutta 

Q —Did you ever mention m your correspondence with the Governor, 
that advantageous conditions might be procured for the Company 
by making peace with some of the Rohilla Chiefs ? 

A.-I did. 

Q —Do you recollect what conditions might have been obtained for 
the Company by makmg peace with them ? 

A. —I refer to my corrospondeneo for the particulars 

Q.—When you made the propositions to the Governor, did he not order 
you not to negotiate, but to pursue tho war till the liohillas 
were entirely conquered P 

A —I cannot charge my memory with this, but refer to my corre¬ 
spondence. 

Questions hy Mr Francis — 

Q.—Whether you have received from the Vizier any part of the 40 
lacs, stipulated to be paid by him to the Company on account 
of the Rohilla war ? 

.4.—No. 

Q —Do you know whether he has paid any part of that sum to any 
person for the use of the Company ? 

A.—No. 

Q. —What do you apprehend is the annual amount of the revenue 
acquired by the Vizier, by the conquest of the Bohilla country P 

A, —I understood it to be between 70 and 80 lacs. 

Q —Whether your letter to us dated the 19th instant and now shown you, 
communicated to the Governor General, before it was sent into 
the Board and whether he made any objection to its being sent ? 
^.-No. 
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The GoTemor begs leave to ssit Hr. IPranois, «Qd desires he will inform 
the Board, why he asks this question as it is so pointed to himself. 

Mr. Francis —I did understand that one of the letters sent in by Colonel 
Champion had been previously oommunlcated to the Governor, I do still un¬ 
derstand so from the Gilonel, and I asked merely to ascertain what the letter 
was, and to preven^Bustakes, I now beg leave to ask the Colonel, whether any 
lett T of his to the Board since his arrival at this Presidency was previously 
commumcated to the Governor. 

.4.—The letter wherein I required my resignation was shown to the 
Governor. 

Qu^attons by General Clavertng — 

Q .—When you was ordered by the late President andTCouncil to make 
your demand on the Vizier for the 40 lacs did he acknowledge 
the money to be due ? 

A —Yes. 

The first demand having been made as the Colonel apprehends about the 
middle of July. 

Q —Did you ever repeat that demand afterwards ? 

A. —No; to the best of my recollection, I did. 

Q .—What reason did he give for not paying you ? 

A .—^That he had no money in the field, but when he returned to Pyza- 
had it should be paid. 

Q.—Did he not promise to pay it with the money he received from Fyz- 
oola Cawn. 

A .—He did promise it. 

Q.—Did he perform it ? 

^.~No. 

The Board having no further questions to put to Colonel Champion he is 
desired to withdraw and the Secretary ordered to deliver him the question 
which he desired to have m writing. 

The Governor General now observes that any question must have an 
object and therefore begs Mr. Francis will inform the Board, what is the object 
of the two last questions which he asked Colonel Champion 

Mr, Francis replies, I asked the first of these questions, for *the reason I 
have assigned; I asked the second in consequence of the Governor’s question to 
me, to show tW 1 did not causelessly ask ^e first. 

Beconsidered the letter of Colodel Champion in continuation 19th Decem¬ 
ber. 

Agreed that he be accordingly permitted to resign the Company’s service. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 16th January to 28th 
February 1775 


Fort 'Williaru, tho 16th January 1775 
At a Council, pteaent 

The Hon’ble Warren IIasitngs, Governor-General, President 

Lieutenant-General John Claverinq. 

The Hon’ble George Monson. 

Kichard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

The Coneultation of the 11th mutant, read and approved, 

Kemaika on the letter wiitten by Oknuui, Ciavkring, Colonel Monson, and Mr 
Ruimiks on Messrs Olavoriiig, Flutters, to the lloft^ble Couit of Diiectors, and dated the 30th 
Moiisoii, Kiid FmiiciB’s addrebs Noveiubei 1771 

4 The Coul t of Directors were advised hy all the despatches of the year 1773 
that our forces had been employed in the Eohilla country in repelling the 
invasion of the Mahrattas, which threatened the safety of the Vizier's domi¬ 
nions, and they wove advised by the Despatches of tho 12tli October 1773 by 
the meicenaiy packet, that a proposal had been made by the Vizier and actually 
encoutaged by tho late Council to put liim in possession of tliat •ouiitry, but 
that it had been laid aside by the Vizier himself and reserved to be “ determined 
by future oecuironces ” Tlic Court of Diiectois therefore had certainly suffi¬ 
cient grounds for tlie hiowledye of the new system of external policy which 
the late administration had adopted, if by the new system is meant tho exten¬ 
sion ot the Company’s arms beyond tho line of the Vizier’s territoiy for its 
spcuiity, and had sufficient grounds to suspect the design of reducing the Rohilla 
country for the Vizier, if that be the system alluded to. 

5 If these were tho sentiments of the majority, if such was their “ Idea 
of the charactei oi their Colleagues ” and such their doteiminatioa to “ unite 
in the suppoit of my adinimstiation,” to “cultivate the friendship and confi¬ 
dence ot thoir Colleagues," and “ to promote a general harmony m our Council,” 
what could have happened m so short a space as five days which had been as 
they expiess it “ totally engrossed by the first forms and multiplicity of instant 
business "—to eradicate their too partial opinions, to determine them m a sub¬ 
version of all rny past measures, and my future authority, to preclude every 
avenue of personal confidence, and to sow the seeds of irreconcileable discord 
and disunion in oui Councils They found this Government engaged m an enter- 
prizo which they disapproved, and without informing themselves fully of the 
objects and circumstances of it, without making an allowance for errors in tho 
judgment of others or suspecting them in their own, they at once condemned 
the entire measuie and set down the authors of it for marks of unceasing perse¬ 
cution 

9. No expedition was intended, and therefore it was not necessary to 
include it in the Treaty,—“ The sale of Corah and Illahabad.” " The pecuniary 
terms on which the Company sliall yield him the assistance of their arms ? ” 
Is this the language of candor, and is it m these expressions, which nothing but 
the mercenary prostitution of the Company’s arms and influence can justify, that 
I am to read the unbounded confidence which the members of the majority 
reposed in the integrity, wisdom, and ability which had guided the measures 
of the late administration They knew of the sale of Corah and of the 
pecnniarv terms on which the Company were to yield the Vizier the assistance 
of their arms before they left England, and they certainly approved of both, 
or it is not probable they should have retained the strong impression which 
they had received of the characters of their colleagues, and the wisdom and 
ability with which the Company’s affairs were conducted under the late Gov¬ 
ernment, 

Brave and independent are the epithets of Declamation, and require no 
reply; but they are not very consistent with the discnption given of the 
Rohillas m the 89th paragraph. 
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I must beg leave to accept to the word nation applied to tbe Kobillas 
They are a tribe of Afghans or Patans, freebooters, who conquered tbe country 
about sixty years ago, and have ever since lived upon the fruits of it, without 
contributing either to its cultivation or manufactures, or even mixing with the 
native inhabitants The Rohillas are Mahometans, the Natives, Hindoos, and 
have only changed masters. 

The Company never included the Eohillas in the line of defence against 
the Mahrattas but mentioned them, it is true, among the powers capable of 
opposing the Mahrattas, and therefore expressed an inclination to support them. 
I have given reasons in my minute of the 26th November 1773 why, I think, 
the Company were misinformed in this opinion of the Rohillas, and it is no 
disrespect to them to suppose the late administration capable of correcting the 
informations obtained from their predecessors, with the acquirements of more 
recent and authentic discoveries. 

The conversation between the Vizier and myself was generally private, 
but Mr Lawrell was present during one conference and Mr. Vansittart at two 
others, and both will recollect that the design of reducing the Rohillas formed a 
part of the first draft of the Treaty. I have assigned good and ([ presume) un¬ 
controvertible reasons for conducting the husmess of my negotiations with the 
Vizier in person and singly with him, but I never failed to communicate imme¬ 
diately what had passed between us to Me'-srs Lawrell, Lambert and Vansittart, 
who were daily and almost continually with me, either verbally or generally in 
writing, as I made it a rule to note down all the particulais of our conversa¬ 
tion, as soon as I was able, after we parted, and tins the gentlemen severally read 
The General also was constantly informed in every meeting which I had with 
him of what had passed between the Vizier and me 

H The 10th paragiaph concludes with a maxim equally prudent and 
candid “ On matters of such delicacy and moment we will not trust ourselves 
with the partial power of extracting " But this precaution seems to have been 
forgotten, in what immediately follows, where the majority m mentioning the 
deficiency of my report on the subject of the Rohilla expedition suppress the 
particulars related by me, and barely mention the Vizier’s laying aside the 
design, but take no notice of the leason assigned for it My words to the 
Council on this subject, are—We offered to make a consideration for this 
service of 40 lakhs of rupees besides the stipulated sum lor the expenses of the 
troops, hut he afterwards laid aside tins design fearing that it would disable him 
from fulfilling his encouragements for Corah and Illahahad," after which are 
enumerated the enclosures. Nos 10, 11,12, and 13, which all lelate to this sub¬ 
ject, and which render it unnecessary for me to be more particular especially as 
the design had now been laid aside by the Vizier. 

12 “ When you refer to the short paragraph from which these passages are 
taken, you will be led to conclude that the President had communicated to the 
Council the whole of what passed between himself and the Vizier, on the 
subject of the Rohilla expedition,”—so he did I have already observed that I 
informed Messrs Lawrell, Vansittart, and Lambert, who were deputed with me 
by the Board of every circumstance that passed during the whole course of the 
negotiation, but it was unnecessary that ^ese circumstances should be recorded, 
when they had become entirely foreign to the terms of the Treaty The Rohilla 
expedition was laid aside, or more properly, it had not been adopted, for the 
Vizier’s proposal on this subject had never been ratified It is true an option 
remained with the Vizier to renew this subject, but an option also remained with 
the administration either to reject or assent to it It so happened that he did 
renew the subject, but at the time of concluding the Benaies Treaty, it 
appeared probable to me that he would not renew it; and where was the occa¬ 
sion for loading our records with the particulars of transactions which had been 
voluntauly laid aside by the Vizier who was the interested party in them, 
especially as they had been unreservedly communicated by myself and the 
members who had been with me to the other members of the administration 
in private intercourse. If he had renewed the’ proposal, it was then time 
enough to enter upou a pubhc discussion of this matter, when it became a 
measure of administration aifli was deoid^ upon by them. This is precisely the 
case with the measure in question, advantc^es were drawn from the Vizier’s eager¬ 
ness to pursue it which were happily retained by the Company, when the object 



of them had been struck out of the Treaty If he never had renewed it, these 
advantages would have remained with the Company, when he did renew it,I 
thought it but common justice to point out to the Board the concessions which 
this consideration had induced him to grant. There were no positive engage- 
mente entered into relative to this matter. It remained with the Board to 
determine what influence these circumstances should have in their decisions, and 
the question “ whether the Vizier should or should not be assisted in attacking 
the Kohillas ” remained open and entire for the decision of the Board If these 
circumstances had some weight in the judgment of the Board it does not follow 
that they were positive engagements The word secret is next used, surely not 
for candid purposes, and is applied to my having withheld from the Court of 
Directors information respecting the Rohilla expedition, when I had no in- 
formation to communicate to them, but that the expedition was laid aside. 

In the strictures which the gentlemen of the majority make upon past 
transactions, having a complete view of eveiythmg that has happened, they 
reason upon events respecting my conduct before they had taken place, and 
seem to condemn me for not having seen into futurity When the Vizier, 
after being so eager to adopt the Rohilla expedition, all at once gave it up, 
although he had conceded part of the terms upon which it was to have been 
undertaken, it did not appear to me probable that he would have renewed the 
proposal or that future circumstances not lying withm the leachof human fore¬ 
sight would happen to recommend it, but the gentlemen of the majority, 
knowing that the Rohilla expedition was afterwards adopted, accuse me for not 
having entered into a full discussion and explanation of that subject, at a time 
when I had little reason to expect it would ever take place I certainly 
thought it possible and this is the plain meaning of the words used m my report 
upon the subject, viz , “ that the Hieasuies to be pursued for his security m 
that quarter must bo determined by future occurrences " That is, if the Rohilla 
would pay the 40 lakhs due from them and join in a scheme of defensive 
alliance with the Vizier, the measure to he pursued for Ins security lu that 
quarter, would be to afford the Rohillas protection. If, on the contrary, 
they gave encouragement to the enemy or refused to pay the 40 lakhs, the 
measures to be pursued for his security m that quarter would be, to drive out 
the Rohillas, and reduce the country occupied by them, within the hne of his 
dominion. 

13. In my minute of the 26th November 1773,1 had explained ray ombar- 
rassment with respect to the expectations I had given to the Vizier, that the 
project of the Rohilla expedition should meet with the same favourable disposi¬ 
tion in your late Government to encourage it, whenever it could again be with 
prudence resumed, and he desired, it I had expressed also my doubts of the 
expediency of engaging in such an undeitakmg, while the current of the times 
rendered the slightest duration from the beaten track of affairs, personally 
hazaidous to our reputations. The Board adopted these sentiments in the 
following resolution — 

“ The Board after due consideration of the matter in reference from the 
Select Committee and of the President's representation concur heartily in wish¬ 
ing to avoid the expedition proposed without entering into a discussion of the 
propriety of such an enterprize on general principles The Board see m their 
full force all the circumstances of doubt as to its present expediency which the 
President has so clearly set forth, and they are also sensible of the embarrass¬ 
ment which he lies under from what pass^ on the subject between him and 
the Vizier at Benares They are equally sohcitous to save the honor of the 
Company and watch over its interest, and for that reason they approve of the 
letter now before them which seems equally calculated to save both. The con- 
ditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the greatest possible advantages 
from such an enterprize; but tbev appear to them more calculated to dnve the 
Vizier into a refusal, which is wW they trust in, as its most probable and 
almost infallible consequence; and which they wish for, as the proper result of 
their proposition in the present circumstances of affairs.” 

LeUthis minute be compared with the short and mutilated extract of it, as 
it stands in the letter of the majonty, and they will be found to convey the 
most opposite senses. An umnformed reader, who should take his knowledge of 
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this transaction from the latter, trould conclude that I had urged the measure 
solely on the ground of the promise which I had made to the Vizier, and on the 
hope that the conditions which I had proposed were so hard as to induce him 
to reject them ; and that the Board had assented to it on no other consider¬ 
ations even while they declared their disapprobation of the measure The fact 
IS, that tlie Board rested thoir wish to avoid the expedition solely upon their 
douhts of the consequences which might personally affect us, at the same time 
that they were sensible of the advantages that it would secure the Company. 

That I had cause for my belief that the Vizier would reject the condition 
18 plain, since the Vizier actually did reject them, although the encouragement 
offered him by the success of his operations m the Duaub, and the total inability 
of the Mahrattas to interrupt him in his further pursuits, induced him after¬ 
wards to declare his acceptance of them. 

11. No. The Board wished to decline the undertaking for the reason which 
has been often icpeated But it surely was not necessary that they should 
frustrate the success of it, if it did take place. This precaution was taken to 
insure its success and to prevent any interruption which it might receive from the 
rams, if it was delayed till their approach, which would have happened had the 
Board lequired a repetition of the application to bo made to them for the march 
of the Brigade when they had already expressed their assent to it. 

16 “ We had rather attribute the apparent change in the Vizier’s resolutions 
to the duplicity of his character than suppose it possible that the President was 
from tlio first acquainted with lus real intentions, and that he made use of 
artifice to draw or extort from your Council an involuntary concurrence in his 
moasuies Your assistance is proposed to be yielded to the Vizier on terms so 
disadvantageous to him that he cannot be expected to accept of it That con¬ 
ditional engagement being once extorted from your Council, they can no longer 
recede fiom it, when the Vizier almost immediately accepts the conditions ” 

I am sorry to see the names of Clavering and Monson subscribed to such 
unworthy insinuations, because I do not believe that even the heat of party con¬ 
tention can have so tar warped their minds from the consideration of that 
justice, which evciy man of honour will yield to the honour of others, as to make 
t-hem really believe me capable of so base an artifice as they have imputed to me 
without the slighest grounds to suppoit it I will not answer it. 

17 “ Considering that the Vizier himself expressly says, it tg hta reso¬ 
lution to employ the Brigade in the reduction of the Bohillas, this last intima¬ 
tion from the Select Committee appears to us wholly unaccountable,”—why does 
this intimation appear unaccountable The Select Committee were of opinion 
that although the Vizier had declared his intention of making a conquest of 
the Rohilla country, yet he would not actually undertake it, but would employ 
all the remainder of the fair season in his opeiations in the Buaub. 

18 An appeal to the passions is an insult to the understanding. Such are 
the allegations of “ barbarous and unnecessary devastatibn of the country,”— 
the “cruelty with which the Vizier treated his unhappy prisoners,”—“the 
brutal outrages offered to their wives and daughters though of the highest 
rank,”—“ his wanton enormities,” and the declamatory quotation from one of 
Colonel Champion’s letters on the same subject. I believe it will appear from 
the evidence of Mr. Nathl Middleton's letters, and from the examination of 
Colonel Lesslie and Major Hannah, strongly corroborated even by the letters 
and depositions of Colonel Champion, the Vizier’s principal accuser, that he 
has been unjustly traduced in the reports which have prevailed of the enormi¬ 
ties committed by him in the course of the war. I believe it to be a truth that 
he began by sending detachments to plunder. This I pronounce to have been 
both barbarous and impolitic, but too much justified by the practice of war, 
established among all the nations of the East, and, I am sorry to add, by our 
Own, in an instance which the Vizier has a right to quote in vindication of the 
charge against him, of a detachment employed m the war, m winch we were 
engaged with him m the year 1764, to burn and ravage hw country It fell 
to the lot of Colonel (then Major Champion) to execute this commission, and 
how well he discharged it, and how little his feelings were at that time* affected 
by the same scene of barbarities and wanton enormities against which he has 
lately so pathetically exclaimed, will appear from the following copy of a letter 
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from him on the subject, to the late President, Mr. Vausittart, urhioh I quote, 
not meaning to reproach him with having done the duty assigned him, but to 
prove that the principle winch dictated to Colonel Champion the severe charges 
with which he has laboured to load the Vizier in the late campaign, was either 
personal animosity, or the desire of persuading the Board to grant him the 
power which he repeatedly solicited, to control, and, m etfeot, to command the 
Vizier I pretend not to look into the hearts of others, but I exercise the right 
allowed to all mankind of judging of intentions by facts, and I appeal to Colonel 
Champion’s correspondence with the Select Committee, and the Board, for the 
grounds on which I form my judgment, and on which every man who reads 
them may judge for himself. The letter above alluded to, is as follows — 

Extract of a letter /rowMAJOB Champion to Henry Vansittabt, Esq., dated the Wth Jwe 
1764 

“Two separate parties have been sent into the enemy’s country, the one of 
which went as high up as Buxar, and according to the directions given mo, there 
are destioycd upwards of a thousand villages. Had not the rain, &c., prevented 
us, which occasioned our return, we should have done very considerable more 
damage I am now marching m the borders of the Deva, to the boundary of 
the Su car country, to endeavor to bring in the zemindars, as not one of them of 
any consideiahle note is yet come m, nor has a rupee been collected from this 
country.’’ 

The cruelty with which the Vizier treated his unhappy prisoners forms 
the second charge against him It is not even asseited (except m the instance 
yhich I shall proceed to m the 3rd charge) that they suffeied by actual 
violence, hut that they were ill subsisted, and I believe this to be tmc. Mr. 
Uathl Middleton, whoso letters contain the strongest character both of candour 
and truth, says that the Vizier did allow them too moderate a subsistence and 
that ill served, his commands, though frequently repeated being in this as in 
every other instance ill obeyed The 3id charge is indeed ot the blackest 
die “ of brutal outrages offered to the wives and daughters of the Rohillas 
though of the highest rank ” The only authoiity which the gentlemen of the 
majority bad for this horrid accusation, at least I recollect no other, was a letter 
from Mr Nathl Middleton, who mentioned it only as an instance of the false- 
hoods which had been propagated to injure the Vi/ier, adding that the unhappy 
victims of his brutal lust, w ho could not survive their shame, but had put a 
violent end to then own lives, were still living, and that the Vizier had never 
seen them Colonel Champion’s answer to the question proposed to him by the 
Board on this subject, namely, “ whether he had heard the report and if he 
believed there were grounds for it,” is a striking instance of the little %nchna~ 
t%on he had to shew tavor to the Vizier, but amounts to the strongest conviction 
the fplsehood of this abominable history “ He said,” he did hear such a 
report, hut “as to the grounds, ho had none sufficient to prove the accusation, 
but the report was made to him ” The charge of oppressing his new subjects 
has also been laid against the Vizier, and totally refuted by the deprsitions of 
Colonel Champion, Colonel Lesshe, and Major Hannay, who all declare the 
country enjoyed, even m the height of war, a state of perfect tranquillity. 

19. This contains a charge against me for suppression In answer, I say 
that these details, if declamations are details, have appeared long ago in Colonel 
Champion’s letters to the Select Committee, complaining of the cruelties 
exerciLd by the Vizier, and in the repeated calls which they made upon him, 
to produce the instances of them, which he replied to by repeating the same 
dechimations, but producing no instances, at least none which in my judgment 
can warrant the smallest part of his invectives against lum. The followmg is 
his reply:— 


Select OomimtWs Proceeding* 
the lit July 1774. 


Extract of a letter from CoLOHSir CBAHnoN to the Select 
Committee, dated the I'ith June 1774, 


“ In compliance with the Board’s desire I am now to mention a very un- 
pleasmg subject, the Vizier’s treatment of the family of Hafez Khamut, &c , 
the inhumanity and dishonour with which they, M’hebullah Khaun, his brother 
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Pitnlah Ehaun, laid pfoprietoi^ of this city and country, and their faMiHee, 
have been used, is known over all these parts; a relation of them would swell 
this letter to an immoderate siise, and withal prove very disagreeable reading. 

I send you translations of two letters, and copy of a third, which, affecting 
as they are, will convey but a faint idea of the treatment these unhappy 
2 ;eople have met with. 

“I could not help compassionating such unparalleled misery, and my requests 
to the Vizier to shew lenity were frequent, but as fruitless as were those advices 
which I almost hourly gave him regarding the destruction of the villages, with 
respect to which I am now constrained to declare, that thougli he always pro¬ 
mised as fairly as I could wish, yet he did not observe one of them, nor cease 
to overspread the country with flames, till three days after the fate of Hafez 
was decided. But gentlemen, in all points excepting such as immediately 
respect the operations m the field, he is solely empowered to presonbe. The 
reputation of the British name is in his hands, and the Ime which has been 
laid down for me is very clear. 

The above families have been despatched to Fizabad that their maltreat- 
ment might not be so generally known to us. I have, however, frequent 
accounts of them, and it will give me the most sensible pleasure that you stretch 
forth the hand of benevolence effectually to relieve them from so indescrib¬ 
able a misery, and that you may the better devise the means of so doing with¬ 
out subjecting them to greater misfortunes I am to inform you that every 
application of mine m their favour, though professedly taken in good part by 
the Vizier, yet only served to procure them more rigorous treatment ” 

The two letters which he enclosed are too long to extract, tliey are inserted 
in the consultations referred to in the margin, and will be found to contain no 
proofs 

21. Although it is not material to prove what part of the private corre¬ 
spondence of Colonel Champion and Mr Nathl. Middleton were withheld from 
the Board, when I have publicly refused to communicate it, yet it is of conse¬ 
quence to me to refute misrepresentations. I never asserted that my chief 
reason for withholding the correspondence was “ that they related to a differ¬ 
ence between the Vizier and Colonel Champion." 

My declared reason for withholding this correspondence was, that I could 
not m honour reveal it; and in relation to Colonel Champion’s letters I added 
that I thought a greater degree of delicacy due to him, because our correspond¬ 
ence had not been always cordial on many points; and we had several times 
expostulated with each other on these topics with the freedom of private friends, 
and in a style which, though decent in every degree, is yet different perhaps 
from the formal addresses of officiaf Cbrrosponuence. 

^ 26 To blacken my conduct and to excite indignation against me facts are 

perverted, misrepresentations employed, insinuations thrown out of the blackest 
perfidy committed by mo, in acts neither known nor even alluded to, and 
opprobrious epithets and invectives applied to tiie measures of which I had 
lately the chief direction. Instances of all these kinds of argument occur in ♦ 
this short paragraph. 

It 18 a perversion of facts to say that “ the British arms and honor were 
absolutely at the Vizier’s disposal." That " an absolute surrender has been 
made of the honour and interest of the Company ’’ We agreed to assist him 
m subduing the Eohillas. It was necessary to draw the line between the 
authority of the Vizier and our Commanding Officer. The service to be per¬ 
formed was entirely the Vizier’s; it was therefore consistent and unavoidable 
that he should direct the objects cd! it; but the execution of military operations 
was expressedly vested in our Commanding Officer; of course the safety of our 
army and the honor of the Bntish name and arms were entirely confided to 
his conduct and discretion. 

It is a misrepresentation to say, that ** the Vizier dared to tell the Presidency 
that he is the Mdsler of the Company’s army.” His '?rorcUi in a literal transla¬ 
tion of his letter which was made by myself, and is alluded to in this 
expression are these. “ But 1 am the Master in these affairs, and the power of 
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retaining or dismissing the English army is mine/’—an idiomatioal expression, 
perpetually occurnog in the Company’s records, and meaning simply, that the 
Brigade was not to stay or depart without his consent. "What follows is pure 
insinuation and inapplicable abuse, 1 quote the passage to prove it. 

“ Confounded by appearances which we are unable to account for, we 
look in vain for ostensible causes adequate to such effects, and confess that 
every inquiry that we make fills us with equal diffidence and surprise We 
shall not, however, anticipate any conjectures which may arise in your 
minds when you review the whole conduct of this dark and mysterious business 
from first to last, and reflect upon the absolute surrender which has been made 
with so little apparent compensation of your honor and interest to the vindic¬ 
tive or capricious projects of Sujah Dowla ” 

What are the effects which fill them with equal diffidence and surprise ? 
What business is it which they call dark and mysterious? Who made an 
absolute surrender of the honour and interest of the Company ? No one I look 
in vain for the necessity which impelled the majority to deviate into such 
reflections for the justification of their conduct m recalling the Brigade at the 
crisis of the war, and in dissolving the appointment of my agent at the Court 
of the Vizier, but if the justification of their conduct can only be supported 
by “ a strong and deliberate censure of the preceding administration,** this 
mode of exciting the passions and surprizing the attention, which is calculated 
to sway with uninformed and inattentive readers, I trust will not influence 
the judgment of those who are to decide both upon their conduct and that of 
the preceding administration 

28-29. These paragraphs seem to contain some criminal charge, but I con¬ 
fess I scarce know how to apply them. They dtd arrive on the 19th, but too 
late for business and without the packet We dtd meet on the 20th, and spent 
the whole morning, as they say, on settling the pi oclamation of the new Govern¬ 
ment which I say, too, ought not to have been a matter of much debate. At 
my desire we adjourned to the Monday following, Mr Barwell not being amved; 
but it was not till the next day, Tuesday the 26th, that I gave them any sight 
into the political state of the country. Why their situation during this interval 
was anxious or disgraceful I cannot conceive There was only a vacuity of two 
days, Friday and Saturday, and these not unemployed by me or them. I was 
wholly occupied all that time in preparing the first points of business, neces* 
sary for their information, namely, the state of the revenue and situation of 
our pohtioal affairs The first required some instant determination, and was 
brought on the first on Monday, and the debates on it took up the whole time 
of that meeting. The last which required no immediate resolution was brought 
on on Tuesday, but might with equal effect have been totally withheld, us the 
members of the majority came prepared with a decided resolution, to reprobate 
the whole system, and to take the speediest measures to overturn it m the very 
crisis of its accomplishment. 

89. This ii not a fair state of my argument which I desire may be taken 
ih my words in the minute of the 26th November 1773, not jn this mutilation 
of it, I never conceived the Rohillas to he toeak—divided Vini defenceless. The 
words so connected convey the idea of uttei disability. I said they were too 
weak to be a match singly opposed to the Vizier, that their jealousy of him 
would therefore make them ready to arm themselves against him, and that 
they would seek their safety in involving the Vizier in wars with powers more 
formidable than themselves, 

40. To this opinion of Colonel Champion’s I shall subjoin the following 
of General Sir Robert Barker’s, which 1 oonsider as at least qquad authority. 

The General agrees with the President that the Vizier^s dominions would 
become compact and not sufficiently open to invasion. It ii from the appre¬ 
hension of invasion that cements the Vizier’s friendship with the English, 
and makes him that staunch ally we find him. 

My own opinion upon this subject is very fully explained in my remarks 
on the 42nd paragraph. 
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41. This method of separating the parts of a proposition, and refutinA^’ 
them singly without adverting to the relation with each other, is new an^ 
embarrassing I own that the oonveniency of possessing the Eohilla count^ 
was not sufficient reason for invading it. I never said it was; but if they 
afforded a just provocation for invading their country and we saw advantages 
in invading it, though neither cause was alone sufficient to produce that eff^t, 
yet both united would certainly ]U8tify it, and the most rigid speculator wo^d 
approve so fair a conclusion. 

I hope I sh^ll stand acquitted in the breasts of all reasonable mep for 
maintaining the opinion quoted against me in the conclusion of this paragp,ph, 
hut I adopt it even in the words of my opponents, and if I am “ the Chief of a 
great State” alluded to by them, I shall be always ready to profess that I do 
reckon the probable acquisition of wealth, among my reasons for taking up 
arms against my neighbours. “ I never in any period of my'life, though long 
engaged in public affairs, gave my consent for taking up arms m an mjutt 
cause, and I never shall, but in cases ot very notorious enormity give my 
consent to take up arms in an unprofitable one. 

42. Ihe answers which have been given by Colonel Champibn, Colonel 
Lesslie, and Major Hannay to the questions put to them by the Board at once 
clear up the obscurity and reconcile what appears to the gentlemen of the 
majority contradictions in that part of my minute, respecting the acquisition 
of the Rohilla country to the Vizier. It has been asked them if they thought 
the Mahrattas would venture to cross the Ganges and enter the Rohilla country 
when an English army was ready to oppose them To which they have ail 
answered, they did not think they would, and if they did, that they could not 
retreat without the loss of their baggage, therefore I say that the Vizier’s 
possessions by this acquisition make a compact state, shut tn effeatuallj/ Jrom 
foretgn mvasions, if he has an English army to assist him It has also been asked 
these officers, if they think that without our assistance the Vizier’s army 
would prevent the Mahrattas from crossing the Ganges and entering the 
Rohilla country. To which they answered that they did not think it would ; 
and therefore I say that this acquisition, by bringing his frontier nearer to the 
Mahrattas for whom singly he would be no match, renders him more dependent 
on us. 

With our aid, the Vizier’s State joined to the lately acquired country, 
both bounded by the Ganges and the northern range of mountains, forms 
a complete compact State shut ineffectually from foreign invasions. But 
without our aid he cannot bring into the field a force capable of defending it, 
and therefore this veiy acquisition renders him more dependent upon us A 
fort may be impregnable with a proper garrison, which might be easily 
assaulted and taken, if there w'Clwnot suitable troops to defend it. , 

44. The rupees of the currency of Oude have a fixed standard. The 

rupees received by Mr Lambert in payment of the first sum of the Treaty 
money were not all of the currency of Oude. The difference is certainly due 
from the Vizier, and ought to be demanded. It will appear, I believe, Upon 
examination of the Paymaster’s accounts, that the-rupees received from 
Vizier on account of the monthly subsidy for the troops haVe yielded 111 
current rupees per cent. ^ 

45. I am informed by the Paymaster-General that the disbursements of 
the troops which marched to the service of the Vizier during the three first 
months of your campaign (the subsequent accounts not having been yet 


received) amount as follows.— 

B a. p. 

For February 1774 2,06,009 9 0 

For March 1774 .2,60,762 14 6 

^ For April 1774 .... . . 2,46,876 1 7 

Current Rupees 7,13,198 9 1 


That is upon a medium current H2,37,778, which is less than the amount 
due by my estimation for the monthly subsidy. The hire of boats and the 



J|Hgo and conveyance of stores and field equipage are as much a part of the 
witary disbursements as the soldiers* pay, and are included both in General 
Bkrker's estimate on which the amount of the subsidy was fixed, and in the 
^bursements Mr Middleston’s allowances had nothing to do with them; he 

no military charge, and his appointment even preceded the order for the 
nfitrch of the Brigade The troop of cavalry was not raised expressly for this 
setyice, but proposed and raised long before the service took place, for the pur¬ 
poses of a guard to the Governor, for occasional service against the Smeassies, 
and for attendance on the Commander-in.Chief when the army took the field. 
I antifistomshed to find the charge of recruiting added to the increase of dis¬ 
bursements occasioned by the Brigade being employed in the northern countries 
It is from these countries that all our recruits are raised and the expense of 
bringing them into the Provinces has always been considerable, this expense 
is saved> when the Brigade can recruit on the spot. 

46. My minute was not written for the information of the gentlemen 
of the present administration, but to inform the late Council of every circum¬ 
stance and advantage attending the Rohilla war, with which they were not 
before fully acquainted. The ground of quarrel had long since been considered 
by them and was notoriously known to be just. It had furnished the occasion 
of my journey to Benares To have entered on a matter m which we were all 
agreed would have been multiplying words to no purpose 

48 to 60. In answering the second objection to the Eohilla expedition as 
stated in my minute of appeal, I have endeavoured to defend the conduct of the 
late administration from the charge of the ufcousistency I will only further 
add that I think even the extracts which the majoiity themselves have made 
from their letters will sufldee to vindicate them from the accusation They at 
first steadily refuse to co-operate with the Vissier in any operations beyond the 
limits of his own dominions In the meantime the Mahrattas reduce the 
Jauts, invade the llohillas, and threaten Corah. Their power becomes daily 
more alarming, till at length the Council resolve to prevent thorn from gaming 
a footing either in the Corah country or the Rohilla. They say they are 
impelled by indispensible reasons to become parties m these contests, but at the 
same time lament that it is a dram of the wealth of this country, and cannot 
be productive of any advantage to the Company. Afterwards such engage¬ 
ments are made with the Vizier as procure advantages to the Company and 
prevent the dram of the wealth of Bengal, and then the objections, which 
they before lamented, no longer subsist, with respect to attacking m 1774 
the very people whom we bad defended m 1773, both these measures tended 
to one uniform object—the prevention of the Mahrattas from establishing them¬ 
selves m that country. 

• 62 to 56. r presume I have sufficiently obviated all the reasoning of these 
paragraphs m my minute of appeal. 

67. This is a practical quotation, and the inference drawn from it invidious 
and uncaudid. I detest and despise all professional leflections as illiberal, and 
the effects of a malevolent heart or narrow understandmg My social connec- 
ij^ons have lam as much, if not more, m the military thaji any other line, and F 
know many of that profession whom I love and honour for quaffties which 
Would have equally entitled them to my esteem, in whatever station of life 
I had found them. Let my minute be read (it is too long to be inserted), and 
it will appear that ray objections had no relation to the military character of 
the officer who might he* in the command of the Biigade, but to the power 
which that command conveyed with it, and which of course gave him 
absolute control and sovereignty over the Vizier, if every other Avenue of com¬ 
munication was cut off between the Vizier and this Government My objection 
would have been the same whatever might have been thq profession of the 
person intended for so unconstitutional a trust, and I presume that such were 
the reasons which impressed the majority of the Board, with tiio like conviction 
of the propriety of employing an 'intermediate agent in %Klio independent of 
the Military Command, or for the ministerial agency with the Vizier. 


* Th* oha«m in nay coiretpondence with Colonel Champion iHll now be appplled, aa be baa engaged to farnub 
the Board with all my lettera to him, and 1 iball witb equal fldebty lay all w before tbem. The attggesuona 
excised by the chaam In tbu part of my eorreapondenee will Tamah wuh the peruaal of them. 

If 9 F. D. 
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60. “ We liold it beneath us to enter into a refutation of loose invectives or 
general msmuatioos. Look to facts, gentlemen, and we are convinced you will 
find, it is your civil servants who have involved the Company in offensive wars, 
and in schemes of conquest by which no public interest could be promoted.” 
This and the concluding sentence of the last paragraph have much the air of 
insinuations thrown out to the disadvantage of the Otvil branch of the service, 
and with great injustice. The fact is (since facts are appealed to), that the first 
proposition of the Rohilla war came from the Vizier and General Barker, a 
circumstance of little importance, but as it stands properly opposed to an 
assertion too peremptorily made, since it was intended to brand the objects of it 
with infamy, unless it had been grounded on oertain knowledge. 

63. “ The fact however differs from the representation,” —I believe not. 

The date of this Treaty is no proof of misrepresentation, nor can I under¬ 
stand what this charge alludes to, since the facts asserted in this paragraph are 
undoubtedly true (except one) and prove the truth of my representation. The 
exception which I moan is the assertion “ that the Mahrattas have not since 
renewed their invasions of the Rohillas ” They invaded them the next year, 
and were driven off by General Sir Robert Barker 

64 The passage of the letters of the Select Committee from which the 
quotation was taken, was expressed allusively, not m the terms of an athrmatiou 
and upon a subject totally different from the present. The words are these “Yet 
we judge that the Rohillas who have sought their safety in an alliance with 
the Mahrattas to which they were of necessity compelled, would, when left to 
themselves, attempt at least to re-establish their own independence.” This 
quotation will be better understood by the words of the original minute of the 
Select Committee in their proceedings of the 7th January 1773, of which it is 
an abstract, intended to convey the same sentiments in their letter to the Court 
of Directors “ It is however still more probable that the Rohilla Chiefs, who 
have sought their present safety in treacherous alliance to which necessity com¬ 
pelled them with the Mahrattas, will, from the same principle, abandon their 
cause, &c.” The Select Committee, in these reflections, aimed only to prove that 
the fears of the Vizier were ill-grounded, when he expected that the Rohillas 
would abandon themselves wholly to the Mahrattas. The idea of justifying 
the treacherous conduct of the ]^hillas never had a place in our thoughts, 
we considered the Rohillas as acting merely on the principle of occasional con- 
veniency, or temporary necessity, uniting at one time with the enemies of the 
Vizier, either to avoid a present danger apprehended from them, or to distress 
and divert him from forming designs against their security, and at another time 
uniting with the Vizier to oppose the same enemies, when their successes became 
au object of. greater danger to them, than the suspected intentions of the Vizier, 
and he could repel them This, is consistent with the opinion which I have 
always declared ot the Rohilla policy, and when that policy is manifested in acts 
of open perfidy, they certainly become the “ just objects of war and conquest," 
though not on vmdictive principles. 

66 It would have been little consistent with prudence m the Vizier to 
possess himself of the dominions of the Rohillas at a time when the Mahrattas 
were capable and at hand to dispute it with him and his protection of the 
Rohillas was necessary to defend that avenue to his own dominions; and as 
bttle consistent with equity to take that advantage of their distress because they 
had not at that time afforded him provocation for it. 

66, We are not bonnd to assist the Vizier with our troops for the defence 
of any part of his dominions should it be incompatible with our own security, 
and on this principle I apprehend the Board would decide, in any requisitions 
which might be made to us by the Vizier for our assistance. As far as may 
be consistent with our own security, I am clearly of opinion wjth Mr. Barwell, 
that it will be politically necessary to protect the Vizier’s new dominions, if he 
shall be at any time unable to defend them by his own force, which is not very 
likely to happen, unless the assurance of a neutrality on our part should 
encourage the Mahrattas or any other power who may become equally formid¬ 
able to direct their whole strength agwnst that quarter, presuming on their 
superiority to the Vizier’s forces alone and unsupported by ours. But I am 
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clearly of opinioa that Buch an event is not likely to happen, if it is believed 
that our foirces will march to oppose them. In this opinion I am supported 
by those delivered by Colonel Champion, Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannay, 
in their examinations before the Board on the 19th and 28tii ultimo If the 
Company's interest requires it, and no cause forbids it, I shall not look fpr the 
• obligation of a treaty to compel my assent to it. 

67. “ The first of the above measures (e e, the purchase of Corah and 
Allahabad) necessarily makes the king your enemy ” It probably has produced 
that effect, which we have not felt nor ever shall He owed his existence and 
all the power and wealth he ever possessed to the British generosity, and he 
repaid it, with acts of hostility But why are objections raised at this time 
against the purchase of Corah and Allahabad Right or wrong, it is passed; it 
18 irrevocable, and has not the slightest connection with the measures of the 
majority, unless on the principle fundamentally laid down by them “ that the 
justification of their conduct can only be supported by a strong and deliberate 
censure of the preceding administration." To the opinion of Colonel Champion 
quoted in this paragraph, I beg leave to oppose those delivered by himself, 
Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannay, in the late examination, to which I refer. 

68 “ At the risk of making all Hindostan your enemies,” this is a new 
consequence drawn from the support afforded the Vizier, and too portentous 
to he affii med or admitted without a reason produced in support of it. I can¬ 
not guess at any, and cannot therefore answer it 

69 I have already said that the cession of Corah and Allahabad, which is 
styled by the majority a sale, a purchase, and the subsidy fixed for the mainte¬ 
nance ot our troops while employed in the defence of our ally, which they have 
branded with the appellations of pecumary Jerms and hirtng out the troops, 
&c, were known to the gentlemen of the majority before they left England, 
and at the time in which they profess themselves td have been impressed with 
the highest idea of the “wisdom and ability with which the Company’s affairs 
liad been conducted under Mr Hastings." While it suited their present purpose 
or passion to favor the measures of which I had the conduct, the most exagger¬ 
ated applause was not thought to overate them, but the same measures are now 
become their ridicule, and the rum of the British interest at Bengal is 
inferred from their effects, because “ the justification of their conduct can only 
1)0 supported by a strong and deliberate censure of the measures of the late 
administration " 

The reasons which have been alleged for the sale of Corah and Allahabad 
have not been controverted. I believe they never will, and I shall therefore pass 
over this subject as decided; but it may be necessary to say something in vindi¬ 
cation of the stipulation for the monthly subsidy, against the new construc¬ 
tion that has been forced upon it, and the inferences deduced from it. By the 
original Treaty formed with the Vizier in 1765, we are under obligations to 
assist him with our forces (with the reserve already mentioned) whenever he 
required it, and he is obliged to pay the extra expense This engagement has 
proved a source of vast expense to the Company and made the Vizier's alliance 
a burthen to them. It compelled them to keep up a larger force at an expense 
exceeding the proportion of the rest, than the defence of their own possessions 
required, and they derived no other advantages from it, than in the security 
which their own provinces eventually received irom the security of their ally. 
To remove this heavy load, it was proposed to raise the subsidy to the full 
amount of the expense of a Brigade, estimated at what it ought to be. This 
was effected by the Treaty of Benares; and at once removed all the objections, 
placing the alliance between the Company and the Vizier <)» a ground of 
reciprocal advantage, and at the same tune rendering the employment of the 
Company’s arms an object of interest instead of disadvantage. The subsidy 
18 not new nor an act of the last administration. It has its foundation in the 
ongmal alliance with the Vizier, but the modification of it has been improved; 
the sum paid in 1765 for it was 830,000 per month, and it is now fixed at 
82,10,000, which is just seven times the first amount. 

Here I cannot omit making one general reflection which occurs in readtog 
the address of the majorityi wJiioh is, that their grand and principal objection 
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to the measures of the late admiuistKition seems to he, that we allowed the 
Company to acquire any pecuniary advantages from our political arrangements. 
The ceding of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier is objected to as a aale, because 
60 lacks of rupees were stipulated to the Company on that account. If we had 
given up these without any consideration in return, this obj'ection could not have 
been made. The subsidy for defraying the whole expenses of our troops employed 
with the Vizier is reproachfully styled hiring them. If the Vizier had only 
paid the extra expenses, it would then have been less reproachful, but if we had 
made the Company pay the whole expenses, in the language of the majority it 
must then have been entirely irreproachable, and we should have acted for the 
glory of the British nation. Our agreement with the Vizier concerning the 
RohiUa war is dishonorable, because the conditions were mercenary and pecu^ 
niary —that is the Company were to acquire 40 lacks of rupees from it. Had there 
been no such acquisition to the Company, the majority would have held these 
dishonorable epithets Upon these points I leave the Company to decide 
between the sentiments of the majority and the motives w'hich influenced our 
conduct. 

If I have expressed the opinion ascribed to me in these words—“ It is 
highly useful to the Company to hire out their troops to Sujah Dowlah, in order 
to save the expense of their pay, and to preserve their discipline by keeping 
them in the continued practice of tear ” Which words by the line drawn 
under them I suppose to he mine, I hereby retract and disavow it I am of 
opinion that tlie best military establishment will lose its spirit and discipline by 
long inaction, that it is necessary to both, that the troops should frequently take 
the field, and not enjoy too long an interval from active service This maxim 
I have often avowed, and I believe upon record, but a continued practice of 
war IS suitable only to a piratical state or a herd of savages. The refutation 
of this maxim is extraordinary “ We fear the time is approaching very fast, 
when tlio India Company and the nation will know the extent, and feel the 
force of it ’’, and this called, speaking plainly, and apprizing the Company 
of their danger. 

70 The particulars of this paragraph which appear improperly introduced 
on this occasion, have either been misunderstood or misrepresented If it has 
been admitted in Council, “ that the plan for letting the lands has in a great 
degree miscarried, and that this country is unable to bear the expenses of the 
investments together with that of the Civil and Military establishments,” the 
admission is not founded on truth, the plan for letting the lands has not mis¬ 
carried, and IS still in our o-pinion the best which could have been adopted , 
what deficiencies have happened in it, have proceeded from eventual causes, 
which have been fully explained, and which no general plan could prevent It 
has been said that this country was unable to bear the current expenses of the 
Civil and Military establishments, "to furnish the Company's investments and 
supplies of treasure for China and Bombay, and to pay off a bond debt of near 
a crore and thirty lacks of rupees accumulated in the course of former years with¬ 
out a reduction of its expenses and an addition to its resources. It was from this 
reason that so much pains was taken by the late administration to retrench the 
current expenses, and that their political measures were successfully calculated 
to furnish additional resources. 

71 The employing of our troops with the Vizier does not suppose the 
destruction of nations, but on the contrary the preservation of them, at least of 
his country. The express purpose for which the Vizier Can by Treaty apply for 
our troops is for the defence of his dommions, and that most probably against 
the Mahrattas, for there is no other enemy likely to attack them. Colonel 
Champion, Colonel Lesslie, and Mamr Hannah, have given it as their opinions 
that smee his acquisition of the Bonilla country, this would be effected by our 
army appearing only m his support, as the Mahrattas would net dare to cross 
the Ganges, if they were opposed by an English army. The consequence is, 
that as often as the Vizier was under apprehensions of an invasion, he would 
call for our troops, and we would have it in our power to ease the Company of 

S art of their militwy expenses. It is true that this resource is temporary, 
ut I hope the difficulties of the Company will also ^ve only temporary It 
is to remove them that we have proposed these expedients, aiid every expedient 
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which lessens their disbursements, and adds to their resources, must contribute 
to produce this effect. 

72. This paragraph I shall reply to m the sense to which I understand it 
to allude obliquely. The conquest of Agra was effected by Nudjiff Kban, 
assisted by some sepoys of the Vizier’s. Major Polier, who had been employed 
by the Vizier with my permission in conducting the works of ^yzabad, bad 
charge of these sepoys, or some other occasional command, I forget what, given 
to him by the Vizier, and he was present at the siege. This Glovemment 
neither assisted nor countenanced the conquest of Nudjiff Khan, since the 
reduction of Agra was attempted and accomplished before our interference 
could have availed on either side My wishes, however, I own to be favorable 
to Nudjiff Klian, because I believe him to be attached both by inclination and 
interest to the Company and a natural enemy to the Mahrattas; had I the 
smallest idea of its being possible that the Vizier should become an enemy to 
us, this would be an additional motive with me for wishing to maintain a 
constant connexion with Nudjiff Khan 

73. If I understand the scope of this argument, and I declare that I mean 
not to misconstrue it, it aims to prove that it the natural resources of Bengal 
have failed, the existence of the British Empire in India is at its crisis, and 
the attempt to save it by external remedies which are unnatural will but 
precipitate its dissolution. Surely this is not a just way of reasoning; if 
the internal resources of a State fail it, or are not equal to its occasional 
wants, whence can it obtain immediate relief, but from external means, 
which m the present case will certainly afford that relief, and prove the surest 
aid to lenient remedies which the wisdom of Government may apply for 
the restoration of its constitutional vigor ? No concealment has been made by 
me or by the late administration of the true state of this country. Our advices 
have been honest, full and explicit. We have told our employers that we had 
encountered great difficulties and that wo hoped to surmount them, and I trust 
that they will already have seen these hopes in part realized and ample grounds 
afforded to look for the establishment of a confirmed system of Government 
and of commercial and territorial resources in Bengal, which it hath hitherto 
wanted; such a state it is yet capable of receiving, although it may suffer, as I 
fear it will do, an interval of almost two years lost in anarchy and distraction. 

The solemn asseveration at the close of this address as it contams no argu> 
ment requires no answer, and should pass unnoticed by me if it were not that 
such a positive pledge of their “ Honor and everything that can be dear to 
honest men,” may sway with many in opposition, to all reasoning; and I must 
confess it appears to me to be mtroduced with a view to this effect I must 
therefore express the surpnse I feel, that the genttemen should hazard so sacred a 
pledge upon the truth of facts so various and unascertained that it is impossible 
for human reason to decide on many of them, much less for these gentlemen, 
to whom the subjects were entirely new, to receive in so short a time such mform* 
ation as they could affirm, upon a pledge of honor, to be truth; and in effect 
it will appear from the above remarks that they actually have been mistaken 
in many of the facta and inferences Wbich relate to the state of the Company's 
affairs. For myself I will declare that with certainly a fuller knowledge of 
the circumstances than they can possibly have attained, and with as earnest a 
solicitude to abide by truth, I will not venture to pledge my honor, that 
error and mistake may not have a place in what I have written, but I will 
make this sacred pledge of my “ Honor and everything that is dear to me as an 
honest man ” that my endeavours, both in my minute of appeal and in these 
remarks, have been to free my conduct and that of the late administra¬ 
tion from the misrepresentations which have been cast upon them, and by a 
fair statement of the motives and effects of our measures to lay the truth before 
our employers, and enable them to decide with justice between us and our 
acousers. 

Having finished my observations on the several arguments made use of by 
the gentlemen of the majonty in their letter of appeal, I think it necessary 
to conclude with one striking remark which is opposite to the whole substance 
of it, namely, that though it is professedly drawn up for the defence of their 
measures, and the condemnation of the late adjoi^tratiou only, as involved 
- 159 F. D. 
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in that defence, there is not a single word in their address which in my Under¬ 
standing defends or even aims to defend their measures. 

The recall of the Brigade, at a time when we wfere in hourly expectation of 
hearing that the war was concluded, and before the conquest was secured; the 
dismission of Mr. Nathl. Middleton, the public Minister of this Government 
at the Court of the Vizier, and the dictatorial license granted to the Com¬ 
manding Officer in the field to provide against any attempts which might be 
made on the safety of the army, are measures against which I have protested; 
and which I affirm to be equally mjunous to the faith of Government and the 
interest of the Company, whether the measures which they have laboured to 
depreciate bo nght or wrong. 


Remarks on the separate letter of Obkbrai. Clavbsiso, Colonbi. Monson, and Mb Fbanois 
to the Hon'ble Court of Directors 

4 I shall never be deficient in the true returns of civility, but I presume 
that the gentlemen of the majority will not expect from me any acknowledge¬ 
ments for these expressions of personal respect; I shall desire that Captain 
Brooke may be re-called if his appointment is considered as repugnant to the 
principles or policy adopted by them, because, under the influence of such an 
opinion, the design of his appointment must be defeated 

6. I do not know what my words are which have been construed as a 
declaration that Major Polier was employed m the Vizier's country on the 
surveying service only, neither do I recollect whether I ever mentioned his 
name to the Board at any time to which this paragraph can refer It is certain 
that it never was my intention to conceal the real footing of his residence 
which was publicly known with the Vizier This I have fully explained m my 
minute in consultation on the 19th December; and to save both the gentlemen of 
the majority the trouble of a scrutiny into the transaction of which they have 
expressed their suspicion, I take this occasion to inform them that Major Polier 
did assist at the siege of Agra; that he informed me of it in a letter which he 
wrote to me at the time; and that to the best of my recollection, I expressed my 
satisfaction in reply that the Vizier had found this additional use for his services, 
to those for which I had recommended him. I will further declare that I 
approve of the Maior’s conduct m this instance, and that had my consent been 
previously required, I should freely and cheerfully have given it, not knowing 
of any possible objection which could be made to it. 

7.1 must take upon me to justify Mr. Barwell, by affirming that the majority 
had taken their resolution before “ they had consulted all the records by which 
it could any way be affected ”; that much assiduity and attention have been 
since employed to trace and collect the facts and opinions which they have 
offered in justification of their resolution is undoubted, but I appeal to their 
own words and to the records for proof, that they could not have obtained that 
complete information at the time in which they had taken their resolution. 

On the 26th of October I read to them the concluding part of my minute 
entered on the consultation of that day, * respecting the political state of this 
Government, and this contained a connected list of all the proceedings which 
were necessary for their perusal, to enable them to form a complete knowledge 
of the subject. The only parts of these references which were called for and 
read at the Board were the passages of the generad letters of the last year, to 
the Court of Directors, which related to the Treaty of Benares and the Rohilla 
expedition, the Vizier’s requisition for the march of the Brigade, and my report 
of my transactions at Benares. Yet on this scanty information, if they-waited 
even for this, they at once formed their decision, and as they themselves affirm in 
the 33rd paragraph of their appeal, “ they should have thought it their duty to 
proceed immediately to the recall of the jSrigade, within the Obmpany’s tem-^ 
tories, or at least within the original dominions of the Vizier, but for the vehe¬ 
ment opposition made to that proposal by the Governor General. He urged 
tW there were a number of records and letters still to be consulted, &o.” 

’ Of the letter addressed to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, one 
part only requires annotation. The rest having, as I presume, been fully 
answered in my minute of appeal, and in the preceding remarks. 
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Muoli stress is laid on the contents of the last general letter from the late 
Council as containing facts and opinions not according with the date of it, and 
arguments ar6 accumulated to prove that the letter was written later than the 
date. This charge is in part true, that part of the letter to which this objection 
particularly applies was most certainly written after the assembly of the new 
Council, and written as I can vouch with a design of answering the objections 
vjhich might be or had been made to the propriety of the Rohilia expedition. 
The date was a mere form necessary to authenticate the letter, which was to be 
signed by the gentlemen of whom the late Council had consisted, and who were 
no longer a public body after the proclamation of the new Council This is 
not tile only instance of facts in their own nature perfectly indiflferent which 
have been produced against me and against the late administration with all the 
solemnity of the most crimmal accusations. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


The General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis also deliver in a copy of 
their address to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors winch was sent per Dutton m 
reply to the Governor General’s letter and minute by the Biitish King, which 
is now recorded as follows — 

lit —We had no opportunity of making remarks on the Governor General’s 
appeal to the Hon’ble Court of Directors by the last ship, dated tiie 3rd Decem¬ 
ber , nor have we now sufldcient leisure from public business to enter into and 
maintain a voluminous argument with the Governor-General concerning 
measures on which we have already delivered our opinion, and on which it appears 
to us that no new lights have been produced. Something, however, seems 
necessary to be said in reply to the charges brought against us by the Gov¬ 
ernor General, lest, by our silence, we should appear to abandon any of our 
declared opinions or to admit tho exactness of the Governor’s representation by 
not disputing it. 

2nd —What we have now to submit to the consideration of the Court 
of Directors shall be collected closely and brought, if possible, into that clear 
point of view m which it may be seen distmctly and judged of with precision. 
It IS not our interest or inclination to perplex the cause, depending before 
the Court of Directors, either with the nicety of logical refinements, or 
with the introduction of matters totally foreign from the subject; and their at¬ 
tention may be distracted by a multiplicity of words, when it is our highest 
interest that it should be steadily fixed and confined to things. 

3rd —The argument against the Rohilla war was fully stated in our last 
address. We meant to make use of all the materials then in our possession, one 
important observation, however, on the conduct of the late administration was 
omitted. The Governor General m his minute of the 26th November 1773, in 
order to relieve his Council from the embarrassment they were in, upon the 
receipt of 8uja Dowla’s demand of the Brigade, and in order to elude that 
demand without violating the Governor’s private engagements with Suja Dowla, 
fortunately falls upon an expedient, which he conceives will remove all diflS- 
culties It is in substance to yield to the Vizier’s demand, but upon such rigid 
terms, as he will probably revolt at, and as may induce him to drop all thoughts 
of prosecuting the design. 

4th —From these premises it would naturally follow that the hard terms 
which the Governor proposes to insist on in favor of the Company, should at 
least be new and unexpected by Suja Dowla; yet by the Governor General’s 
report of the negotiation at Benares, it appears beyond contradiction that tho 
above terms were no other than what the Vizier himself had previously offered 
upon the condition of our yielding him our assistance in the intended war against 
the Rohillas. The sum of two lacks ten thousand rupees is settled by the Treaty 
of Benares for the monthly pay of the Brigade whenever they might be employed 
in his services, and he offers to make the Company a consideration for their 
service in the Rohilla war of 40 lacks of rupees. 
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being indisputably the fact, we are at a loss to oomprebend in 
what new articles the supposed harshness of the conditions which were to 
induce Suja Dowla to relinquish his design could be understood to have con¬ 
sisted. We liave no other difficulty in attributing this management to a pre¬ 
concerted collusion, but that it seems too gross to answer the purpose of 
deceiving 

6th .—The real secret of the measure betrays itself to us from day to day. 
It is not of a nature to be long concealed The Vizier’s correspondence with 
~ Mr . Hastings is well worth the attention of the Court of Directors; they will 
see at once that many of his expressions convey more than could have been 
meant for their information “ When we converted this expedition together, as I 
was determined to extirpate the Bobillas, I could not listen to any proposals of 
peace. Consider, my friend, that it was my absolute determination to extirpate 
the Rohillas and that I requested an English force for that purpose.” In our 
opinion it is needless to look for further evidences of the nature of his design 
or of the approbation it received from Mr. Hastings. It cannot now be a 
question whether from the first he meant to extirpate the Rohiilas or not, or 
whether Mr. Hastings was originally apprised of that design in its full extent. 

7lh —It is not our intention to enter into a refutation of the laborious 
train of arguments by which the Governor endeavours to support the general expe¬ 
diency and justice of the Rohillawar. We willingly submit the whole to better 
judgments than our own. The only new document mtroduced by the Gov¬ 
ernor General on this subject is an extract of a private letter which he wrote 
to Mr Sullivan by the first despatch, after his return from Benares Our 
cause is too powerful to make it necessary for us to dispute with him upon the 
weakness and impropriety of referring to such a record in the discussion of a 
great public measure, let us see what the extract, such as it is and so produced, 
contains. 

6th —In substance it amounts to this, that although there were arguments 
which dissuaded him from the Rohilla expedition, yet there were others which 
would have made him very glad of any occasion to employ the Company’s forces, 
that saved so much of their pay and of their expenses, on one side he fears the 
judgment which might bo passed upon the measure at home, whore he sees too 
much stress laid upon general maxims, and that his word will not be taken against 
the prevailing opinion of the Vizier’s great power and treacherous designs against 
us. On the other side he states the favourableness of the opportumty afforded by 
the absence of the Mahrattas, the weak state of the Rohillas, which promised 
an easy conquest of them, and his idea of the Court’s distress at home, added to 
his knowledge of their work abroad. 

9th .—On this statement of-the communication of the Governor’s private 
sentiments to his friend, we observe that if it contains more intelligence than he 
transmitted to the Court of Direotors, he must defend himself to them for com¬ 
municating to Mr Sullivan what he withheld from his superiors. If the com¬ 
munication was the same to both parties, we know not to what purpose the 
above extract is now produced. The public declarations of his constant appro¬ 
bation of the Rohilla expedition from September 1773 to this time are as well 
authenticated as those which before the period he had uniformly made 
against every measure of that nature. We date the change of system from 
April or May 1773. 

10th .—We shall avail ourselves however of this part of the private corre¬ 
spondence to prove, under his own authonty, that from his knowledge of the 
Company's distresses both at home and abroad, he would have been glad of 
any occasion to have employed their forces The Company are in distress,— 
their troops must be employed. No man, we think, can mistfike the meaning 
of such declarations Yet when other immediate purposes are to be served, 
Mr. Hastings is not reserved in his desenption of the flourishing state of the 
Company’s affairs here, and of the salutary effects which his administration has 
produced. 

nth—In NovembCT 1773 they certainly hod not produced those effects; 
since that time there have been suppliwi of money reodved from Suja Dowia'tf 
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Treasury, which undoubtedly must have given a temporary relief to this dis¬ 
tressed Government *, admitting that these supplies have b^n substituted from 
motives of irresistible necessity in place of those solid and permanent resources 
by which the Government of a rich commercial country ought naturally to be 
supported* we desire that in an argument, such as the present case may be taken, 
to apply effects to their true causes, and not to confound objects which have 
not even an artificial relation to each other An instance will illustrate our mean¬ 
ing. We have lately resolved to send 10 lacks of rupees in specie to Bombay }> 
the immediate power of supplying such a[sum is a symptom of a flowing treasury j 
the necessity of sending in specie is too clear a proof that our trade to the west¬ 
ward is ruined A man who understands the subject and has no interest in 
making it obscure, will find nothing contradictory in these facts, or in the 
reasoning deduced from them. To say that a commercial country flourishes 
where making war is the only resource it has left, appears to us an absurdity 
m terms, but inconsistent principles of action must of necessity bo defended 
by inconsistent argument and by a different language held at different times 
which no sophistry can reconcile. 

12th —In the present instance we are candid enough to give the Gov- 
ernor notice of the dilemma to which his own declarations reduced him. From 
all that we have hitherto observed of his way of acting and reasoning we are 
thoroughly convinced that everything he says and does in support of what he 
has already said and done will only involve him in a labynnth of contradic¬ 
tions from which he never can extricate himself. 

13th —On this footing we are content to leave, for the present, the arraign¬ 
ment of the Governor General’s conduct respecting the Kohilla war, and the 
defence of our own Much undoubtedly has been done quod fieri non debutt, 
whether that be a reason for confirming what has been done, or whether this 
or many other acts of Mr. Hastings’ administratiou can be confirmed on any 
principle are points which we wUlmgly submit to the decision of our superiors. 

14th —If the charge appears to he now personally levelled against the 
Governor distinguished from his Council, let it be observed, that he has volun 
tarily taken the whole burthen upon himself He says that after a debate of 
three successive days both morning and evening, the late Council at last came 
to a final agreement to leave the proposition of the Rohilla war to him No 
two members agreed exactly m opinion, and it was difficult to reconcile them, 
whereas the sentiments of the President were the same invariably from the 
beginning. 

loth —In strict right, this candour of the Governor General will be no 
justification, though in equity it may be considered as some excuse for the late 
Council m assenting to measures which their conscience condemned; but with 
respect to the Governor General the exemption be allows to his Council is 
fatal to himself If a doubt can possibly remain in the mind of any unprej udiced 
person, considering, the real motives on which he has acted, if such premises 
as those which we think we have established by a constant reference to undis¬ 
puted facts can be presented to the mind of the Court of Directors without an 
unavoidable conclusion that more has been done than yet appears. In short, 
if the proofs already extant do not amount to demonstration, we for ourselves 
have no doubt that a little time will necessarily produce other explanations, 
by which all those measures, which at present cannot be supported by osten- 
SiWe motives, will be completely accounted for, and all opinions on the subject 
reconciled. 

IQth.—'lhQ few remaining points of the Governor General’s minute and 
address to the Court of Directors which we think proper to take notice of shall 
be briefly considered and dismissed. He is pleased to point out to the Court of 
Directors in what manner it was our duty to have a^ upon our own 
principle of adhering to a defensive system for the future. ^ To this we say, that 
tlie m^sures we resolved on were the result of deliberation, and that our idea 
of the rectitude and necessity of those measures is confiriped by reflexion. We 
might indeed have concerted with the Governor in what manner the same 
mSstaes might be carried into execution with the least dinfinu^on of his 
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personal credit frith the country powen» and we should probably have done 
so, if it had been possible for us to attribute his oonduot to error of judgment. 

The Governor thankfully acknowledges the support which he 
receives from Mr Barwell, “ and with the more pleasure, as he esteems it to 
proceed rather from a 3 ust conviction of the propriety of his conduct, than 
from personal attachment.” I'he happy reconciliation alluded to took place 
some months before our arrival 

18th .—Nothing we confess can he more meritorious than a sacrifice of 
private animosities to the public service. Apparently no man possesses this merit 
in a higher degree tlian Mr. Barwell There have been times in which he did 
not ]udge so favourably of the propriety of the Governor’s conduct as he does 
at present. We do not wish to revive the memory of those times, much less to 
interrupt an union which we are bound to think can have no foundation but 
the public good. As for ourselves, we are ready to confess that we have no merit 
of this sort to plead to the Court of Directois We had no enmities to sacrifice. 
We had no mutual compliance or concessions to make to each other We set out 
upon one principle. We have but one object in view, and in this instance differ 
a^ut the means On this subject we should only add that we are far from 
desiring to deprive the Governor of the assistance he receives from Mr. 
Barwell. 

19th .—We are charged with a resolution supposed to have been formed 
long before our arrival of forcing Mr Hastings to resign the Government; with 
some men, we trust that an acquaintance with our personal characters will be 
sufficient to acquit us of so bare and absurd a design , with others, we are sure 
of being sufficiently vindicated by their certain knowledge of our first senti¬ 
ments, in regard to Mr Hastings repeatedly and uniformly declared in England, 
and supported by the steps we took on many occasions to remove or soften 
every objection, which we o^pprehended might ari'se in bis mind from the new 
situation m which he was placed by the Act of Parliament, or by the Company's 
instructions, and which might have inclined him not to continue in the Govern¬ 
ment. 

20th —To Mr Hastings himself our deference is of a different nature but 
equally complete. No man, we believe, is better acquainted with the great 
leading motive which is supposed to influence or control the conduct .of man¬ 
kind. Whenever he shall inform the Court of Directors, in what sense it was our 
real interest to drive him from the Government, we pledge oui selves to prove to 
the world beyond the possibility of a doubt, that no event whatever could be 
personally more distressing to us nor less for our interest (understanding 
interest as he does) than that which we are accused of endeavouring to promote. 

2l8t —Some inattention to cSremonies on the part of the Governor m the 
mode of our reception is supposed to have had a share in creating, or confirm¬ 
ing in us those hostile resolutions which we are accused of having formed 
against him. The first objection we make to all the Governor has said on this 
article is, that it is a defence without a charge. We leave it to our supeiiors 
to judge what sort of consciousness is implied m so hasty an anticipation of 
charges, not advanced against him. 

22nd —Our second objection would be to his stajement of the facts, if we 
thought it worthy of ourselves or consistent with the prosecution of business of a 
far heavier nature, to defend to the last at penl. As for the rest, we hope it will 
be thought too much to be believed on no better evidence than Mr. Hastings' 
own affirmative that we are capable, of engaging in measurea, which if they are 
such as he describes, may subvert an Empire, merely to revenge an act 6f cere¬ 
mony for which the slightest concession from Mr. Hastings ought to have 
been so sufficient an excuse, that we could not have decided acc^ptmg it without 
betraying an injudicious appearance of want of hospitality to him, and disgrace 
to ourselves. 

23rd.’—It the chaige of a personal failure in the respect due to Mr. 
Hastmgs had had any foundation whatsoever, we thmk it ought not to have 
been described by so gross a term as that of a warfare of imrnhty. The expres¬ 
sion which he applies to himself and confines the description are on record, and 
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referred to by hbaeelf. Our superiors will judge whether they have reference 
to the public measures of the late administration, or personally to Mi*. Hastings, 
and whether, supposing them to be directed against measures only, they were or 
could be too strong for the occasion. 

S4th —We shall reserve our observations on Mr. Hastings* state of the 
revenues for a separate minute. In this branch of information the Gov¬ 
ernor has many signal advantages over us The subject itself requires the strictest 
care and attention, and as every official light is either directly withheld from 
us, or extorted by us with pain to ourselves and communicated with a studied 
perplexity and reluctance, all our enquiries on this head are attended with 
uncommon labour Truth however will we doubt not ere long find its way 
to the public view; and if we have any apprehensiou for the consequence of 
our enquiries, it is not of being unable to prove even more than we have 
advanced or suggested, but lest the general state of this country should appear 
to be such as may alarm the Company and the nation for the approaching and 
instant rum of Bengal. 

25lh.—We now proceed to the observations, u hich we think necessary for 
the information of the Court of Directors, upon some events and proceedings, 
which have taken place here since the dispatch of the British King, and we 
are the less solicitous about taking up so much of their time, as whatever we 
say in these minutes tends to sh6iten the general letter. 

S6th —With regard to the conduct of public business, let us take notice 
once for all that on the principle which we attribute to Mr. Hastings, 
it 18 highly to his interest to make use of all those superior means which his 
situation affords him, to retard and perplex the dispatch and progress of 
that business, for he then has a pretence for complaining that ui^ent affairs are 
delayed or neglected, and for attributing that neglect or delay to the affected 
embarrassments and distress, with which his new colleagues endeavour to perplex 
and afflict him. 

27th, —On the principle which the late Governor attributes to us, it is 
manifestly our interest to promote the despatch of public business, lest we should 
be charged uith endeavouring to retard it. The presumption in this respect, 
so far as it may be founded on the novelty of the business and our own want of 
knowledge, is apparently against us. We cannot therefore have a greater 
personal interest than to obviate all objections on this head by a constant 
application to acquiie knowledge and to despatch business, let us now look to 
the facts. 

28th .—As we have never yet declined attendance, when summoned, 
upon any • • * * Councils, it will be incumbent • * • • 

•***••*•* since our arrival in this country 
has been preferred by us to personal ease or relaxation, or that particular 
business has been delayed by our minutes or debates It will appear by 
the consultations that we called upon him repeatedly to inform us what 
urgent business remains unfimshed, and offered to sit night and day till it is 
despatched. We now most urgently repeat that offer. 

29th. —The only extraordinary matters of deliberation, which have come 
before this or the Revenue Board, and which have taken up a considerable 
portion of our time, were either such as could not possibly he avoided or hastily 
dismissed, or such as the Governor-General himself has thought proper to 
introduce. The complaint of the Molungees was not searched after or 
encouraged by us. We found it existing and the complainants at our doors cry¬ 
ing for justice. We consider their complaint as not only of great importance in 
itself, on the score of the injustice done and justice due to the pehtioners, but as 
a matter, the investigation of which will furnish the Court of Directors with 
some important light upon the general management of this branch of their 
* * 

30th,-—The proceedings of the Revenue Board wilt rfielp to show the 
Court of Directors what immediate interest the Governor had to protect the 
contractors, the prmoipid of them hemg the Banyan of Captain Weller, 
who lived in the Governor’s family, and who is admitted to have had a share 

* Tli« pages of the folio ere in enoh » deoeyed nnd tattered eooditiotl that U u impoeiihlA to Sll la these hlaojce. 
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fat tbe contiact. We dtarselves have reason to hoUere that the profits of the 
contract were chiefly ingrossed by Captain Weller, and that a oonsid^ble 
share of them has been appropriated since his death to the use of his widow, 
who is m England To this amur and to another wherein the Governor’s own 
Itonyan, Cantoo Baboo, appears to be concerned, but which has not yet been 
regularly enquired into, we impute the resentment shewn by the Governor 
towards Mr Eowke, by whose assistance, not voluntarily offered but requested 
by General Clavering, some of these discoveries were made. Much time has been 
lost by tbe Governor in pursuing his unjust attack on Mr. Fowke, whose 
unblemished character and knowledge of the language have recommended him 
to General Clavenng for the investigation of the complaints and petitions 
presented to him by the Molungees. 

SUt ^—A great body of these people to the number of 260 have been near 
three months in Calcutta soliciting and waiting for justice. In consequence 
of an examination at the Board of the parties and our opinion thereupon, a 
suit is ordered to be instituted m the Supreme Court of Judicature agamst 
the contractors for the fraudulent and oppressive conduct with which they are 
charged. 

32nd .—The facts as they appear to us on the examination are these. The 
Molungees who had been used to work for tbe merchants previous to the con¬ 
tract for 60 and 56 rupees per 100 maunds wea:e compelled by the contractors 
to work for 40 (Sepoys being quartered on them), and afterwards to deliver, 
at the rate of 112 maunds and upwards as far as 126 maunds for every 
hundred, by means of a fraudulent contrivance to increase the measure, com¬ 
bining the diminution of price with the advance on the measure, it appears 
plainly to us that these wretched people are defrauded of not less than 29 rupees 
m the value of 125 maunds of salt, such a fraud, considering the small propor¬ 
tionable value of the commodity, is of itself enormous. The means by which it 
is perpetrated imply and produce every effect of avarice and extortion, supported 
by arbitrary power, and neither checked by shame nor restrained by the common 
dictates of humanity. 

B3rd .—When the year was up, sepoys were again sent, evidently with a 
view to force them to yield to an ad]U8tment of accounts, in which the con¬ 
tractors falsely took credit for the highest price of their labour. When they 
come up to Calcutta to complain they were sent by the Roy Royan to the 
contractors’ houses under pretence of redressing their wrongs, where they 
were seized and earned back to the salt works by a guard of sepoys. On the 
consultations of the Calcutta Revenue, it appears that these poor people had 
fled from their habitations and had abandoned the collieries to take refuge in 
the woods, where many of them havft been devoured by tigers. Every day 
we are convinced will throw such new sights on this subject, that what we 
have now stated will appear but an inconsiderable part of tbe whole abuse. 

3<ith —We had much opposition from the Governor and Mr Barwell on 
tbe resolution to prosecute in the King’s Court. Both the offence, which is 
oppression of the highest order, and tbe offender who is a Banyan, appear to be 
most particularly the objects of that reformation which the Legislature had in 
view in the mstitution of the King’s Courts. If such offence and such men were 
only to be tried as they proposed by the Revenue Council with no legal power 
of awarding damages or inflictmg punishments, we may venture to say, that the 
Iiegislature would have taken much trouble to no purpose, and that the Com¬ 
pany has been put to an unnecessary expense % the establishment of a 
Supreme Court of Justice Our opinions on this part of the subject appear 
more fully in our respective minutes in the Rerenue consultations to whom 
wo refer. 

35th.—VL the Court of Directors should find leisure to «ead all the 
minutes entered off our consultations on this and other occasions, they will find 
such doctrines asserted and maintained by our opponents, as are not only 
repugnant to every English ](»rinoiple, but to those common dictates of reason 
and justice, which cannot be totally disre^rded in an^ form of Government 
whi^evCr without ruin to the State. 
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d6th.-^lt is said for esiample that the Molungees* are in a state of vassal- 
age and may be compelled to work at whatever price the master imposes on 
them. This doctrine is not confined to the poor salt-boilers, but seems to be 
extended to the ryot, to the manufacturer, and in general to all the first sources 
of internal industry If such opinions were merely speculative we should take 
little notice of them, we fear it will be found that they have been carried into 
practice and had a considerable operation. We have reason to believe that the 
great want of inhabitants m Bengal, and more particularly in the province of 
Behar, is more owing to the exercise of the powers which these opinions 
establish, and other causes which a little time will produce, than to the famine 
so frequently alleged or appealed to by Mr. Hastings, in accounting for the 
failure of the revenues 

37th —On this everlasting theme of Mr Hastings, we shall only for the 
present observe in general, that under any tolerable form of Government the 
effects of the famine must long since have ceased to be felt m a country where 
nature asks nothing of the governing power but not to study to resist and 
defeat her operations. The woild will soon see that it is oppression of the most 
violent and pernicious nature which has reduced this fertile country to a 
state of depopulation 

38th —While the examination of the Molungees was depending, we received 
information that the contractors, Boloram und Govind Bam Mitri, had 
defrauded tlie Company of more than two lakhs and a half of salt. The infor¬ 
mation was so particular, specifying in eachgolah where the salt is the overplus 
quantity which the contractors had not declared, that we could not avoid 
giving credit to it Two of the Company’s servants have been sent down to 
weigh the salt and every precaution taken to prevent its being previously 
removed that wo could suggest, but the difficulties attending this investiga¬ 
tion are such and so numerous that we begin to renounce our hopes of estab¬ 
lishing any discovery of impoitance upon legal proof sufficient to convict the 
contractors 

39th —The Court of Directors will consider and make allowance for these 
difficulties They arise in part from the nature of the business, the obscurity 
of interpretation, the perplexity of accounts, kept in a barbarous language 
between very artful men on one side and very ignorant men on the other, 
and the great distance of the golahs from each other. The principal impediment 
of all arises from tlie immediate interest which many persons have in conceal¬ 
ing frauds of this nature and defeating all enquiry into abuses, enough how¬ 
ever will assuiedly be done to satisfy the Company that extraordinary frauds 
and abuses have been practised and countenanced to the prejudice of this 
branch of their revenue 

40th —The charges against Mr. Fowke were introduced and urged by 
the Governor himself without sufficient attention, as we conceive, either to 
the forms or substance of justice. The Court of Directors will judge of the 
propriety of those charges, and whether being once before us they could have 
been dismissed in the summary way recommended by the Governor. The last 
point, foreign from the ordinary course of business, and which has taken up 
any considerable part of our time, was also mtroducod and in a great measure 
forced upon the Board by the Governor GeneraL 

4 lift ,—We mean the summoning and examining of the field officers on 
Monday, the 19th of December, at the Council. To prevent the loss of time, 
which that examination must necessarily create, and to avoid any interruption 
of the daily course of business, Mr. Francis was the member, who moved that 
the Board should proceed upon the examination that evenmg, < we sat upon it 
from SIX till an hour after midnight and returned to the Kevenue Board at 
ten the next morning. 

4Snd _On Friday, the 23rd, Mr Francis also moved at the Bevenue 

Board, that it may meet again in the evening Wo met accordingly, but 
instead of despatching any ur^nt business were emplo^d sreftr four hours 
in settling the establishment of Mr Blhot^s new office, proposed, urged, and 
carried by the Governor General m a- manner which we conceive' will do him 
little credit with his supenors. The Revenue ooniultations of that day will show 

' * Kon— ;ir<tIa«^.)lQlanRee, corrapti; Molnngee, H. Beng., &o. A. Mil(-iBiker, aUboarer emploped innuuia- 

ftwturms Mlt— OUttarj), * 
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plainly in what manner onr time was employed. These two are the only 
instances of our meeting in the evening. The Governor General has never 
once requested our attendance for that purpose. 

43rd —In the proceedings of the Revenue Board of the 30th of last month, 
the Company will see a very extraordinary petition to the Council from the 
Rannie of Burdwan. The high rank of this lady, whose late husband’s ancestors 
have from time immemorial enjoyed the zemindarry of that district, entitled 
her, as we think, to some decent consideration and respect from this Govern¬ 
ment. The Company will see in Mr Harwell’s minutes with what terms of 
gross insinuation a Councillor of this State permits himself to treat a woman 
who is one of the first subjects of it. 

44th ,—This is not the way in which we support our opinions in Council, 
when we have the misfortune of differing from our colleagues on great questions. 
Such cruel, irregular hostilities do not belong to that honorable though dis¬ 
tressing war in which the public conduct of the late administration has 
unavoidably involved us We leave it to the mercenary auxiliaries of Suja 
Bowla to rum individuals, to burn villages and violate the sacred retirements 
of the zenana. 

4bth .—We do not enter into the truth or falsehood of the charge against 
Mr. Graham and the Dewan of Burdwan of an embezzlement of above 
11 lacks of rupees alleged to be the property of her infant son It will be her 
business to make good the truth of her allegations. We are not so unjust as to 
give credit to charges against the honor or innocence of any man before the 
proofs are produced, neither does the Rannie’s petition requiie it of us, lot the 
prayer of the petition he considered, and we submit it to the judgment of the 
world, whether it could possibly have been refused without a barefaced denial 
of justice, or without throwing suspicions even upon the characters of the 
persons accused, more injurious to them than as we hope can arise from any 
future investigation of the truth. 

46lh —We have adopted the several motions made by Colonel Monson for 
granting the prayer of the petition, as not only regular, beyond dispute m point 
of proceeding, hut as conformable to every principle of reason and justice. Nor 
are we unwilling to admit the truth of Mr. Barwell’s assertion, that the proposi¬ 
tion made by Colonel Monson, for granting the prayer of the petition is 
diametrically opposite to the proceedings of past Governments. A widow 
desires to be heard in behalf of herself and infant son. She produces a charge 
of singular magnitude, and offers to make it good The favour she desires of 
the Board is that she may be freed from terror and confinement, and allowed 
to attend in person at the Presidency to prosecute her complaint. Former Gov¬ 
ernments might have refused to grant such requests. We for our parts shall 
never seek or encourage inquiries mto past transactions, but when petitions of 
this nature and consequence, and so fairly introduced, are brought before us, 
we must renounce every idea of decency as well as of justice before we can 
refuse them. 

47th —We are not alarmed at the formidable consequences held out on 
this and many other occasions to deter us from doing what we think indispen- 
sibly our duty, as if the permitting a widow and her son to remove from 
Burdwan to Calcutta, which wh presume could not have been refused with 
any shadow of reason or justice, implied and must be understood by the 
natives as a determination to repeal all former decisions and must be attended 
with rum to the collection. We for ourselves have no apprehensions of conse¬ 
quences so totally disproportionate to the cause assigned for them. But admit¬ 
ting them to he unavoidable, we desire it may be considered what sort of Gov¬ 
ernment this country must have been subject to, when an. act apparently so 
regular and so much of course as that lu question, is thought likely to endanger 
the safety of the State. 

43th. —Mr. Barwell’s objections to the temporary removal of the Dewan, 
militate directly in our opimon against the principles on which the Court of 
Directors acted in ordering the sudden removal and confinement of Mahomed 
Rezahawn. Mr. Harwell thinks it very improper, first, to punish a man by 
depriving him of his honors and employment, and by such decisive acts using* 
itmnonce on his fears. We leav^it to him to reconcile this doctrine, if he can, 
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to the above resolution of t^e Court of Directors; witli respect to us it 
does not stand in opposition ^ that act of the Revenue Board which is now 
in question. A temporary suspension is no punishment, and to prove a charge 
of embezzlement against the Dewan of a province, while he continues in the 
actual possession and exercise of his power, let it be ever so well founded, we 
know to be difficult in any country, but in this country impossible. As to the 
Paishkar or steward, we consider it as a family office, which ought not to have 
been taken out of the disposal of the zemindar or his representatives 

49th .—With respect to the persons recommended by General Clavering to 
supply the vacant offices, it is observable that Mr Barwell remembers their 
having formerly been in competition for these very offices, whereas the Gov¬ 
ernor says, they are persons unknown, besides many other advantages our 
colleagues have that of a superior loc^ memory over us At the Revenue 
Board held on the 30th December, thgy seemed to be perfectly informed of all 
the past decisions and acts of Government respecting the zemindary of 
Burdwan, and the resolutions formerly taken for the benefit of the Raunie and 
her son. In the Council of the 4th instant they would give no answer to a 
very obvious and pertinent question concerning the above proceedings. Neither 
of them were present Colonel Maclean’s resignation of your service for 
the reasons he alleges will we imagine be considered in England as a remark¬ 
able event. He owed us no explanation of the motives of his pnvate conduct, 
nor shall we hazard any con]ectures concerning the real object of his mission. 
On this head every man will naturally compare the professed motives of 
relinquishing a post of such rank and advantage as that of Commissary-General, 
with Colonel Maclean's understanding, and draw a conclusion for himself. 

60th —In our conduct to him as members of the Supieme Council we 
desired nothing but that some decent appearance of regularity might be 
observed m the proceedings of the Board The business of las resignation was 
introduced at the Board on Wednesday, the 2l8t of December General Claver- 
ing thereupon moved that before he was permitted to resign the service, he 
might lay before the Board of Inspection, which was to meet the next day, his 
accounts and demands on the Company If he had been confined to the office 
which the Court of Directors originally gave him he could have had no 
demand allowance nor accounts to settle. Soon after his arrival here, he was 
employed by th? administration to supply the army with a variety of 
contingencies, the accounts of which he was himself to control. The above 
obvious and regular motion of General Clavermg is called by the Governor an 
unprecedented injury done to Colonel Macleane, to detain him by violence in the 
service for a debt due by the Company to him, and by Colonel Macleane him¬ 
self it IS supposed to amount to 9.ne exeat. Ealso argument may be refuted, but 
a total want of reason is unanswerable. 

Slst ,—When the Directors see a fact asserted under Colonel Macleane’s 
own hand, and the same fact adopted and made use of in argument by the Gov¬ 
ernor, VIZ , that he has never had a shilling of the Company’s money in his pos¬ 
session, they may observe perhaps with surprise that in consequence of an 
unlimited, letter of credit given to Colonel Macleane by the late Board of 
Inspection on the 12th of June last on the Eactories of Patna and Cassimbazar, 
his agents have received 9,000 sicca rupees, which are yet unaccounted for 
The sum indeed is not considerable, and might easily have escaped Colonel Mac¬ 
leane’s notice or * * , but the circumstance of the unlimited letter 

of credit on two factories being totally forgot or not taken notice of by the 
Governor or Mr. Barwell, will serve to show in what an irregular manner the 
Company's money affairs have been conducted. To Colonel Macleane personally 
we have shown every proper mark of respect 

BSnd .—The idea which we have conceived of his abilities must naturally 
be confirmed in the minds of the Court of Directors by the number and variety 
of different characters which he undertook to represent at the army In point 
of rank he appears as Colonel in Suja Dowla’s country; he appears as a 
merchant, having carried a considerable quantity of merchandize with him, 
which could not find entrance into that country without a particular Dustick 
or permission. This merchandize he conveys in boats, which he thinks it 
reasonable that the Company should pay for. Arrived at the army he becomes 
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aa ageot to make a bargain with bimaelf on l)ehalf of the Company. He then 
charges the Company 16 per cent, for his trouble, and last of all, in quality of 
Comptroller, controls the same accounts which, he delivers in in hia quality 
of agent. We are bound by our duty to take notice of these transactious, and 
do not mean to intimate a censure on Mr Macleane, When such irregularities 
are permitted, it is more the fault of the Government which permits than of 
the individual, who profits by them. 

63rd —If we may depend on the declarations thrown out at the Revenue 
Board, by the Governor-General, on the 20th of last month, the appointments 
of the new Councils will not be unattended with censure on his part The true 
and natural vmdication of the resolutions taken by the Board on this subject 
will arise from a comparison of the appointments recommended by the Governor 
and of those agreed to by the Board. A list of each is annexed to this nfmute; 
for the rest we beg leave to refer the Hon’ble Court of Directors to the con¬ 
sultations of the Revenue Department 

B4th —They will be informed by the general letter that Mr Fredrick 
Stuart finding his hopes frustrated of being appointed Public Resident at the 
Vizier’s Court and in order to recover his health has resigned the service. 

65th. —The preference given to Mr. Bristow does not imply the least 
reflection on any other recommendation. With respect to appointments in 
general, when names and personal characters are in question, we rather wish 
that our choice should be determined by preference than by objection On this 
subject our idea and principle is, that if it be a matter of total indifference 
with respect to the service (as in the case of the Sheriff), every Member of the 
Board may fairly and honorably follow his inclination. Where offices of trust 
and importance are to be filled up, we think it incident to the conscientious 
discharge of our duty, to consult and be guided by our own discretion, as far 
as may be consistent with a due regard to rank and seniority The Court of 
Directors will undoubtedly take notice in which ot the two lists of Councils, 
vtz , that proposed by the Governor and that resolved on by the Board, the 
greatest attention was paid to the claims of standing and service. 

66th .—With respect to Mr. Bristow, we shall only observe that in point of 
rank he stands next but one to Mr Fredrick Stuart, that he is considerably 
above Mr. Nathaniel Middelton, and that his family and connections are 
such as we believe will be no disgrace to his office His own zeal and abilities 
will we doubt not in a little time remove the personal objections made to him 
by the Governor General, and confirm the propriety of the appointment. To 
us he appeared to possess a qualification for this office, which the Governor 
himself must have thought material, since he recommended Sir John D’Oyly 
to assist Mr. Fredrick Stuart, who himself is not acquainted either with the 
Persian or Indostan language. Mr. Biistow has been some years Persian trans¬ 
lator to the Khalsa. 

67/A.—On this subject we shall only observe further that we yielded at 
once to the Governor General’s recommendation of Coonje-beharry to be 
Dewan of Dinagepore, and that his nomination of Mr. Elliot to a newly created 
office was accepted The difference of opimon which appears on the Revenue 
consultations, on that occasion does n6t effect Mr Elliot, of whose personal merit 
and qualifications we all had the same sentiments. If he prefers honor to 
emolument, as we are thoroughly persuaded he does, a difference of opinion 
which went only to the amount of the salary and which was determined before 
hM name was mentioned will not weigh in his mind against the pleasure of 
knowing that his character united every opinion in his favor. 

58tk ,—By the Governor General’s answer to our minute concerning Major 
Poller, it appears that that officer had no instructions or authority to assist, as 
he did, at the reduction of Agra. „ 

69th .—The examination of Colonel Champion furnishes for the present 
but one subject of remark. The Company’s right to the 40 lacks in 
consideration of their assistance in the Rohilla war lyas acknowledged by the 
Vizier before Colonel Champion left the army, and long before the instructions 
of the Board could reach the Commanding Officer. ' It appears also that Colonel 
Champion has not receired any part of the above sum. 
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60th .—We knovr not on what intelligence the Governor could found the 
following aseertion contained in Ins minute of the 3rd of December, viz., 
" that soon after onr instructions to Colonel Chamf)ion were dispatched, the 
Vizier had consigned over the 15 lacks, which Fyzulla Cawn had engaged 
to pay him in ready money, to Colonel Champion in part payment of the 
40 lacks due from him.” We know with certainty that there could be no 
foundation for such intelligence, and we hope that the Court of Directors will 
observe, that on the 6th of December Mr Hastings signed his name to a 
postscript to the general letter in which it is affirmed with unquestionable 
truth that no part of the 40 lacks had then been received. 

61at —^We must further observe that Colonel Champion in his letter of 
13th of December last expressly affirms that before he left the array, the 
3 lacks for which the Vizier had given him a Tuncaw had been repeatedly ' 
offered to him, and in particular His Excellency’s Minister informed him that 
he had instructions to pay them out of the 16 lacks which he the Vizier 
received from Eyzulla Cawn The whole business of the Vizior’s pecuniary 
engagements and payments to the Company seems to us to be involved in an 
affected confusion, which we are taking pains to clear up, and do not doubt of 
succeeding, provided the" necessary documents aie not withheld from us In this 
place we shall only take notice that the 16 lacks of rupees which Mr Grady was 
to have leceived from the Vizier were on account of the Treaty of Benares, 
and have no connection with the otlier 16 lacks which the Vizier received 
fiom Eyzulla Cawn, and which he promised to pay over to the Company imme¬ 
diately, in part of the 40 lacks due for the Itohilla war 'I'his observation 
will he found more material, perhaps, than the Court of Directors at first 
sight may be aware of. 

6Snd —Since writing the above we have seen a private letter from Mr 
Nathaniel Middleton of the 21st December 1774, m which he says that he has 
the 15 lacks in liis possession, but finds a difficulty in procuring boats to 
convey the money to tlie Presidency. He also mentions the declining and pre¬ 
carious state of the Vizier’s health We have not yet seen any letters from 
Colonel Galliez to inform us of what steps he has taken m consequence of the 
instructions of the Board to negotiate with the Vizier. 

63rd —On the arrival of Colonel Champion at the Presidency the Board 
required a sight of his wliole correspondence, of which we have obtained a 
promise after some coraplimcntaiy apologies had passed between the Gov¬ 
ernor and him on the reciprocal delicacy of either of them discovering what 
might affect the honor ot the other Tliih correspondence ought regularly to 
have been communicated to us by the Governor General m the first instance 
wdnle the lecal of the Biigado was under debate, at present we are not very 
anxious to see it, especially as it is said by Colonel Champion to contain 
matters not fit for the public eye 

641 h —The abo\e letter of Colonel Champion informs the Board of his 
having received an obligation from the Vizier of 7 lacks of rupees for the troops 
w ho were employed m the conquest of the Roliilla dominions , of half a lakh for 
the use of the Field officers, and of three lakhs for himself. At his examination 
it appeared that he had informed the late administration of th^first present, 
but had not mentioned the two latter till he arrived at the Presidency when 
he acquainted tlie Governor with it As all those presents were received, after 
the iicriod limited by that clause of the Act of Parhament which restrained 
all officers from taking presents, we have agieed to acquiesce in the Governor’s 
proposal, of referring the 7 lacks to the Court of Directors, tor the reasons 
mentioned in our minute of the Slst of last month, to which we refer. 

65th ,—The fatal consequence of indulging troops with the hopes of plunder 
have been too often exemplified in this country. The Eohilla war with respect 
to the share we took in it had no other object, and to judge from the corre¬ 
spondence wluch has been laid before us it should seem that plunder had 
ingrossed the attention not only of this Government but of the army from the 
commencement of the campaign to the end of it. We do not mean to intimate 
the most distant refiection on the conduct of the Brigade, far otherwise. We 

169 F. D. 



26 

admire and commend the exact discipline they observed under the disappoint¬ 
ment of hopes, which it was natural enough they should form from the nature of 
the service. We mean to fix our censure upon the Government, which unneces¬ 
sarily employs their military force on service which of course suggest hopes 
of expectations utterly unfit to be proposed to or entertained by a regular 
army. 

66th —We could wish to avoid mentioning the Vizier's letter of complaint 
against Colonel Champion as well as that delivered by the Field oflScers in 
the name of the army, but it is fair to say that the accusations which they 
both contain, ought not to make any impression as Colonel Champion has not 
yet had time to deliver in hia answer to either He has given a direct contradic¬ 
tion to the Vizier's assertions, which the Colonel calls “ infamous untruths.” 

67th .—We find by the Vizier’s letters that 2,000 stand of arms and two 
eighteen-pounders were sent to the Vizier with stores by Mr. Hastings, and 
that Major Hannay was appointed Agent to receive Nudjif Cawn’s pension of 
2 lacks. 

68th —We have each of us received letters from the King and his Ministers 
complaining of the detention of his tribute, and demanding the whole arrears 
due to him. As individuals we might confine our answers to the usual assurance 
of respect and attachment referring the subject of His Majesty’s letters to the 
Council As Members of the Government, we find ourselves laid undei an oxtra- 
ordmaiy embarrassment by the resolution of the late Government, to restore to 
Nudj'if Cawn his pension, which by the Treaty of 1765 was to be paid out 
of the 26 lacks granted to the King, in consideration of the grant, of the 
Dewannee to the Comjiany. 

The letters received by General Clavering from several of the Com¬ 
pany’s military officers entrusted with separate commands will be found very 
deserving of notice They contain accounts of military expeditions and hosti¬ 
lities earned on against a number of different Rajas and Zemindars without any 
authority from the present Government or any direct communication to us of 
the plan, oi execution of them Most of these measures appears to liave been 
directed by the Provincial Chiefs of Patna and Burdwan, a consideiable time 
after our anival here. In some places the Rajas are reduced to obedience 
and give hostages In many others the villages are burnt, and the corn cut down 
and destroyed Ensign Scott having received orders from the Chief of Patna to 
seize or expel Raja Fulla Shah, pursues him into Suja Dowla’s dominions, and 
makes three of the Vizier’s subjects prisoners of war Captain Ciawfoid by 
order of the Chief at Burdwan entered Patcoom on the 6th of last month with 
six companies of sepoys, took the capital, levelled the town and cleared the 
country, in order to make the post tenable On the 9 th ho attacks and drives 
the natives before him, after which the whole country fled into the mountains. 
He says that he is endeavouring to sow dissension among their Chiefs, so as to 
induce them to submit, or enable him with ease to root them out. 

70th —We do not pretend to determine at present whether measures of 
this nature be necessary or not, but we think it very extraordinary that military 
expeditions of such importance and leading to such consequence should be 
undertaken, lyit only without the orders but without the knowledge of this 
Board. We are sorry to be obliged to conclude this article with declaring that 
as far as we are able to judge, the general piinciple, which seems to have ani¬ 
mated this Government, as well with respect to the natives of the Provinces, 
as to the neighbouring States, has had too near a relation to the expressive 
words, so often made use of, extirpate, extermtnaie, root out and annihilate. 

71st —The remainder of the observations which we are at present enabled to 
make on Mr. Hastings’s representations of the state of this coijntry is re.<!erved 
for a separate minute Our enqmnea hitherto have been directed, and as 
much as possible confined to gieat and interesting objects, our application to 
them has been equally laborious and incessant To obtein that complete 
information which we wish to give to the Court of Directors on all these 
difficult and complicated questions requires not only Unoommon activity on our 
part but some allowance of tune in which it may be exerted with effect. If 
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we had leisure or inclination to enter into details of an inferior importiance, we 
are very sure that there is hardly a line of the Governor General’s address to the 
Court of Directors, m which we might not easily detect and find some inac¬ 
curacy in matter of fact or contradiction in argument. We decline the weary 
task not only because we think it unworthy of us, but as it is really m itself 
unnecessary Facts of a transcendent magnitude ought to engross our attention, 
when once they are established beyond contradiction, they include the probability 
of inferior abuses, and at the same time make it superfluous to push that pro¬ 
bability into proofs. 

72nd —Neither shall wo endeavour to lessen the effects of those appeals, 
which Mr, Hastings indirectly makes to the generous passions of the Court of 
Directors. “His long services ”—“Theimportant trusts in which liis life has 
been employed ”—“ His gratitude for the obligations already laid on him, and 
Ills profound submission to their future sentence ” If our judgment of every 
single branch of his administration since the power of doing signal mischief or 
signal service to the Company was entrusted to him, should appear to be well 
founded, we should be sorry to preclude him from the use of the only resources 
which Ills cause will have left him. If pleas of this nature can be properly 
introduced and admitted m the refutation of positive charges, we are content 
to allow him all the benefit he can desire from them It is not for us to say 
that a mode of defence, which seems rather addressed to the mercy than to the 
justice of the Judge, is irregular in Mr Hastings’s situation ; we indeed have 
yet no services to plead On the othei hand, we do not appeal to the candor of 
our superiors nor can we attempt to engage their future favor by a pathetic 
acknowledgment of former obligations The true condition of this country 
cannot long be concealed Effects will be felt before they are accounted for. 
When that happens, we foresee no difficulty in determining by what means and 
by whose misconduct a rich, and flourishing State reduced to the hazard at 
least of beggary and rum. The great and alarming question will be, by whose 
future services and by what future exertion of virtue and ability such a State 
can be recovered. Common men are not equal to the occasion. 

J Clavbeing. 

Geo Monson. 

P. Fbancis. 


Minute from General Clavebing, Colonel Monson, and Ms Francis. 

The Governor General has not confined his address to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors to the single subject of the Rohilla war, but has entered generally 
into the measures he has taken for the service of the Company, the success o£ 
his endeavours and the prosperity of their affairs. Far from entertaming a wish 
to place these objects in a less flattering point of view to the Company, we feel 
it as a heavy misfortune to ourselves, and setting aside all professions of zeal 
for the public, to be obliged to declare and maintain an opinion very different 
from that advanced by the Governor of the natural state of the Company's 
affairs. We are well acquainted with the invidious nature of the office we 
undertake in maintaining our opinions, and the disadvantage we lie under, when 
we dispute the truth of propositions, which we ourselves, and every man m Eng 
land, as well from interest as molmation must wish to be true. 

But in what manner is it really our duty to act. Are we to suffer the Com¬ 
pany to continue unacquainted witli their situation and let the storm gather till 
it bursts, or are we to take upon us the immediate odium of discovering 
to them the real difficultieslin which their affairs are involved, and the immi¬ 
nent danger with which they are threatened. In this apparent alternative, 
we thmk that the consideration of our own personal honor, personal safety, and 
above all things of our real duty to the Company leave us no choice 

When we refer to the consideration of our personal safety we mean to 
establish our immediate claim to one general vindication of ourselves against 
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i^B^oiasequences, that when the pfesent administration took the Government 
upon them, almost every natural resource of the country was already exhausted. 
As to the effect which any present discovery of truth may produce at home, we 
can only say that the distresses we allude to, are so instant that no.artifioe what¬ 
ever on one side nor tacit acquiescence on the other could possibly conceal them 
much longer from the public view. 

With regard to the state of the bonded debts, we beg leave to observe with¬ 
out entering at present so deeply into the question, as we mean to do hereafter, 
that if the Company’s finances were in that prosperous state, which they are 
described to have been in by the general letter from this Presidency of the 
22nd of August 1774, and if their credit was so good tliat their bonds have 
a considerable premium, and if the Treasury was so full, or the probable 
receipts were so much superior to the probable issues as to admit of the entire 
discharge of near 26 lacks of principal debt before the end of the year, we 
then thmk ourselves entitled to affirm that the operation from which Mr, 
Hastings claims so much merit was a poor and inadequate measure of finance 
compared to what might have been done with the same resources. 

Taking the above suppositions as data, wo are confident that the late 
administration were in possession of means to reduce the interest upon the whole 
debt to 6 per cent or even lower without the least violence or breach of faith 
to the pubhc creditor. The savings on the head of interest, together with 
any surplus mdnies which might have been spared from current service, 
should then have constituted a sinking fund, the strict appropnatiou of which 
to the discharge of the pimcipal would immediately have supported the credit 
of the Company’s bonds, and might eventually have reduced them to nothing. 
Instead of this prudent and obvious measure the late administration have 
contented themselves with reducing the interest of 15 lacks from 8 to 6 
per cent, and have resolved upon a discharge of principal debt which wo 
doubt very much whether our present funds are equal to, without such 
distress to Government, as may create the necessity of a new loan We propose 
to take up this subject afresh and do every thing that our actual credit and 
resources will admit of to repair the mischief which has been done and to lighten 
the general burthen of the debt For tho present we are willing to declare that 
if our means were more copious than they are likely to prove, we should 
very cautious of proceeding rapidly to the annihilation pf such a mass of fictitiiros 
property in a country where gieat and urgent distress is the want of circulation 
We wish very much to he instructed by the superior knowledge of the Court of 
Directors on this important question, vtz.^ whether within proper limits, and at 
reasonable interest, a puDlic debt may not-in many senses he beneficial to this 
country, and not burthensome tp Government. 

With regard to the past or future provision of the investment we shall 
only say in this place, that the case of advancement of the Company’s commer¬ 
cial interest is a point which we have at least as much at heart as Mr Hastings 
The Court of Directors will see, in some of the late consultations, what extra¬ 
ordinary pains have been taken by us, and by us only, to prevent the least cold¬ 
ness or want of cordiality between our Board and the Board of Commerce. 
We have touched lu our other minute upon the management of the Salt Trade, 
for the present we neither assent to nor deny the truth of what Mr Hastings 
has asserted concerning the profits of that trade to the Company, in the course 
of tho year 1773. 

Without entering into general arguments against a monopoly of any of 
the great articles of consumption, even in the hands of Government, we believe 
the footing on which this particular monopoly is exercised, may indeed strain 
and extort a short-lived revenue from a source of weall^ not yet quite 
exhausted, but we fear that that very strain and bxtortiou tend naturally to 
the destruction of future revenue The present monopoly, however, with all 
its supposed advantages, was not acquired without drawing a considerable 
charge on Government The late administration by ordering the Molungees to 
be delivered over to the Government contractors disabled the former zemindars 
and renters of the salt districts from making good their contracts and thereby 
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become answerable for the balances of those contracts. We are informed that 
in the year 1773, the salt of the InjiUee districts was set aside in order to pay 
off part of those balances. 

We have already made some general observations on the nature of the 
service on which the Company’s military forces have been employed. Our in¬ 
formation on this subject is not complete, as we have not yet seen the correspon¬ 
dence between tins Government and the officers employed in military operations 
m Ramgur, the Jungleterry Country and Cooch Behar All that we know is that 
military operations auve been and are actually carrying on in many parts of 
the frontier country without the authority of this Board. 

The true and just object of all expeditions of this sort should have been 
merely to check and keep in awe by the occasional presence of a Military Force 
such of the Mountaineers and other inhabitants of those frontier districts, as had 
been accustomed or were likely to make inroads into and disturb the peace of 
Qur provinces The people we speak of were not however in so wild and bar¬ 
barous a state as tlioy have been represented. The accounts we have heard 
o’f them imply in general a condition of industry and simplicity of manners, 
united with a natural desire of independence. To subvert their state and much 
more to extirpate them on account of the licentiousness of a few disorderly 
people was neither necessary nor expedient. As for the trifling revenue which 
may have been brought to the Company’s account in consequence of the sub¬ 
jection of these countries, we only desire that the Company’s Accountant may 
compare it with the ordinary and extraordinary expense of the troops employed 
in the expedition and make his report of the ultimate profit to the Company 
At the same time we do not mean to affirm that these countries have not 
yielded much more considerable sums than what has been brought to public 
account or that the various expeditions into them have not been profitable m 
any sense whatever, or that under a regular form of Civil Government the 
acquisition of these districts, if it could be gamed without violence or injustice, 
might not become highly beneficial to the Company. The first thing, however, is 
to consult the population and improvement of those immense tracts of rich lands 
which at present, as we understand, lie uncultivated and deserted in the midst 
of these Provinces 

From what has been written already on the subject of the Vizier's debts to 
the Company, the Court of IDirectois will be able to form a judgment of the 
probability of their being acquitted, our most strenuous endeavours shall not 
be wanting to realize the amount of our just demands on the Vizier, but we must 
desire that the Company will not reckon such debts among their actual wealth, 
until they are actually paid 

We also desire that the following facts may be attended to — 

(1) Colonel Champion declares that he has received no part of the 40 lacks 
for the Rohilla war (2) Mr Grady was to have received 16 lacks of the 
Vizier on account of the Treaty of Benares, he has brought down with him 
but 10 lack» of Viziery rupees; the remaining 6 lacks were to have been 
paid by the Baja of Benares Why they have not been paid might perhaps 
appear from Mr Nathaniel Middleton’s correspondence with the Governor, but 
no explanation whatever has been given to the Board To show the Court of 
Directors that we have done everything in our power to obtain a satisfactory 
information on this subject, we beg leave to refer them to our letter to Mr. 
Secretary Stewart enteied on the last consultation and to Mr Grady's report 
thereupon (3) Mr. Nathaniel Middleton in his letter to the Governor of the 
2l8t December 1774 says that he has got the 16 lacks in his possession, but 
does not specify upon what account. We presume it must lie on account of the 
Rohilla war (4) Considerable draughts have been made on this Presidency, 
on account of the pay of the second Brigade, which was to have been completely 
provided for by the Vizier's monthly subsidy We have seen draughts on this 
account to the amount of above a lakh-and-a-half "We have already apprized 
the Court of Directors of the nature of the extraordinary charges beyond the 
amount of the subsidy, which we apprehend must be borne by the Company 
and consequently set agamst the promised profits of the Rohilla war. The 

169 F. D, 
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liquidation of these perplexed accounts appears to us a most important object 
and shall bo taken up and forwarded as far as depends on us with the utmost 
despatch. 

We now proceed to an article in the flattering representation of the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs, on which we presume the Governor General must have rested 
his principal hopes of finding favor in their sight. 

In his address to the Court of Directors of the 8rd of December 1774, he 
asserts that there was at that time a balance ot current rupees eighty lacks, 
forty-nine thousand eight hundred and six, actully lying in the Company’s 
Treasuries 

The first general observation we have to make on this supposed balance is, 
that considering the -various savings which are said to have been made by Mr. 
Hastings, the detention of the Kmg^s tiibute which instead of being set apart to 
answer any future demand of the King has been thrown into the general Trea¬ 
sury and constitutes part of Mr Hastings’s balance, together with the external 
supplies of money received from Suja Dowla, of all which Mr. Hastings has 
availed himself to swell his balance in hand, and when in addition to these articles 
we take into the account the arrears of pensions due to the young Nabab and 
others, which not being paid of course tend to swell tlie balance in hand, it 
seems impossible to us to account for the comparative smallness of this balance, 
but by some extraordinary expense, and an extraordinary failure in the revenue 

The seveial sums we speak of amount to no less than one hundred seventy, 
three lacks, thirty-nina thousand, four hundred nmety-two Sicca Rupees, 
according to the annexed account ot particulars taken from the last statement; 
though regularly they do not enter into a cash account, yet they ought 
in our opinion to be set against Mr Hastings’s balance, if that cash account 
be meant to give the Company a true idea of the state of their affairs Tins 
just and legular way of Stating the account would produce a real but most 
alarming balance against the Company, not to be reduced, we fear, but by 
irrecoverable balances in the collections and desperate debts 

Setting aside for the present any further consideration of this part of the 
subject, and without insisting that a cash account taken at the most favourable 
period proves nothing but the bare existence of so much cash in the public 
purse at the period, we should at all events have been bappv to find an 
unappropriated fund in hand ot eighty-lakhs-and-a-lialf to answer the various 
immediate exigences of Government, but the account dated the 30th Nov¬ 
ember and signed by Mr Oroftes which the Governor General has inclosed to 
prove the reality of so large a balance actually existing in the Company’s 
treasuries, appears to us to have beeu formed on a principle so erroneous as 
must inevitably lead to a false, oonclusion. The account upon the face of it 
18 liable to an objection which we think ought at once to destroy the credit of 
any evidence which it professes to contain. 

The first great inaccuracy which must immediately strike every man the 
least conversant with such accounts is the confusion of dates. The balance of 
cash in the Treasuries of the Provincial Councils are drawn out to different 
periods, some to the 14th of October, others to the 13th and 30th of September, 
whilst the balance of the Khalsa Treasury is taken at the distance of two 
months later, mz , the 28th of November. 

Tins circumstance alone destroys in our opinion the crodibibty of the 
account, as the first principle on which it ought to be formed is an exact corre¬ 
spondence of dates. Nothing can be more palpably absurd than to jom together 
m one account sums remaining in different Treasuries, which from the conti¬ 
nual demands made upon them are ever fluctuating, and then to bind the total 
with the cash remaining in the Khalsa Treasury at an afifeer period, which 
Treaaui^ is itself constituted by the remittances from the (other) inferior 
Treasuries. 

Por these reasons the account transmitted home by the Governor General 
is absurd in its formation and must be fallacious. . In effect it is much worse 
in our opinion than no account at all. Between the 30th of September and the 
last of November, considerable sums were remitted to the Khalsa Treasury by 
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tho Provincial Councils, yet these sums are not deducted from the balance of 
cash remaining in the districts, as they ought to have been, whilst the amount 
respectively forms a part of the money in the Khalsa Tieasury, so that it is 
doubly introduced, and constitutes a false balance. 


We have received from the Khalsa OflSce an account'of remittance from 
the subordinate treasuries between the respective periods to which their balances 
are drawn out on the 28th of November With the assistance of this account, 
and taking the several ba‘]ances in the different treasuries as they are stated by 
Mr. Croftes, we have drawn out a corrected account by which the general balance 
Cu™«M 7 ^Mio .3 ontbeSSth November 1774 B reduced 

to cunent rupees sixty-seveii lacks fifty- 
six thousand, three hundred and ten, three annas. Credit is given for all those 
bills which jiass under the transfer account as so much ready money received 
into the Khalsa We do not mean, however, to answer for the real existence 
of even this reduced balance, but we affirm that the pnnciple on which our 
account is drawn out is under the present circumstances more likely to shew 
a true state of the Company's balances in hand than that which has been 
transmitted to them 


We aic nevertheless sensible that this account, after all, may be liable to 
ob]ection , nothing but an exact correspondence of dates can give an exact 
balance, but m order to arrive as nearly as possible to the truth, we have drawn 
out another cash account on Mr Croftes’ principle, that is taking the balances 
in the Provincial Tieasunes at the latest periods to which, even now, they can 
be obtained This account reduces the total balance on the 28th of November 
1774 to Current 1162,26,006-14-6 We have further objections to the propriety 
of the account produced by Mr Hastings and some of them of another nature 
It seems probable to us that part of the balances m some of the subordinate 
treasuiies may have been remitted in tho interval toother suboidmate treasuries, 
as for example from Dinagepore to Moorshedabad It many such remittances 
have been made, they also ought to be taken m diminution of the general 
balance, besides this we object to the accomptants swelling the general balance 
of the Khalsa by the article of bills receivable, which amounts to above six 
lacks. We think that tho Public Treasury of a State ought to receive no 
payments but in specie, at all events remittances by bills of exchange should 
not be reckoned part of the existing cash until those bills are paid. 

After having, as we think, completely invalidated the credit of the account 
pioduccd by the Governoi General, we are ready, if he should still adhere to the 
truth of it, to waive all our objections provided he will agree to make himself 
answerable to the Company for the actual existence of a balance of Current 
880,49,806 6-0 in the Company’s treasuries on tlie day, on which he asserts 
that that sum was actually laymg in those treasuries. 

No part of the salaries duo to the Governor and Council, the Judges, or 
the Board of Trade, has yet been paid here. If they are not paid before the 
signing the general letter, they will amount to about four lacks and-a-half, 
and as the account is ordered to be drawn out, they must be m course of pay¬ 
ment in a day or two. 

On the inspection of your territorial revenue, we cannot but lament the 
fatal regulations established in 1772, which from two years’ operation to the 
30th April 1774 have accumulated Sicca 867,66,081, a balance m arrears 
amounting to sixty-seven lacks, sixty-six thousand, and eighty-one sicca rupees. 
According to the annexed statement, what part of this great sum may be 
recovered this year cannot be ascer^ned; we are apprehensive it^ will not 
exceed 14 or 16 lacks. The bad effect of this system wUl not be felt in its full 
extent till the expiration of the five years for which the lands were let. Admit- 
ting the Governor General’s assertion that the receipts of 1180 exceed those of 
1179 by the inconsiderable sum of three lacks of rupees, it does not follow that 
the provinces of Bengal and Bahar are in a flourishing state, or that they have 
paid the assessment made by the Committee j the inorease of revenue must be 
attributed to the increase of territory sitfce the year 1772 by the conquest of 
Gooch Bahar, Jungleterry and other distncts. We motion tbwe circumstances 
at present to shew that we have not been inattentive to the important object, 
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and hope soon to give the Court of Directors such a statement of their Dewannee 
and ceded lands as may make them clearly comprehend that intricate busmes^ 
and enable them to send us precise orders on this essential branch of their 
affairs. 

j. clattering. 

G. M0N80N. 

P. FRANCIS. 


Minute from Ma Franois. 

The delivery of the minute which Mr Francis has prepared on the 
subject of the Bank has waited only for the answers to his queries to the 
Bankers and Provincial Councils, entered on the proceedings of the Revenue 
Boai d of the lith of last month, without which it could not be completed They 
are but just come in, and he is prevented from considering them by a multi¬ 
plicity of other business still more important, trom what he has Steady had 
an opportunity of observing, he thinks it will appear to the conviction of every 
man who understands the true principles of such an institution that this Bank 
neither has nor could possibly produce those great public benefits which would 
be sufficient to justify an innovation of such magnitude in the mode of remitting 
the revenue of Bengal to the Piesidency. 

P FRANCIS 


Secret Dept, Fort William> the 6th February 1776 
Monday. At a Council, peeseni . 


The Hon'blb Wabeen Hastings, Governor General^ Preiident 
Libutenant-Geneeal John Claveeing 
The Hon’blb Gboegb Monson. 


Richard Baewell, Esq. 


Philip Francis, Esq. 

Bead and approved the consultation of the 3id instant 

The following lettei fiom Colonel Qaillibz having been received la^t night was imme¬ 
diately sent m circulation to Members of the Board, ami the Council being met this 
morning to consider it, the lettei is now read. 


Hon’blb Sib and Sirs, —It is with the utmost concern I inform you of 
Colonel Oa.lHez-thcVu.erSu,a Dowladead ‘^^^^11 of the VlZier, who departed this 

life about an hour ago Mr. Campbell 
and Captain Stuart attended and dressed him till he died, but for two days past 
he took no medicine inwardly from them. The mother and the rest of his 
family about him in their too great anxiety would not admit of anything but 
from themselves to be administered to him. 


His eldest son and presumptive successor, the Nabob Mirza Amanny, has 
applied to me for your support in his just rights, and my assistance with the 
troops if necessary, which I have assured him of, until I am honored with 
your commands, and instructions for my guidance on this occasion. I shall 
therefore remain here and give him every assistance and protection to the 
family, in my power, . 

At present all a^e in the utmost tranquillity in the town ; and I flatter 
myself that my presence here will be the means of preventing much disturb¬ 
ance from arising 

I have the honor to he, 
with the highest respect, &o., 

Fayzabad, ) 

The 26th January 1775. > GAILLIEZ. 

At 7 in the morning. j 
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Mr. VruMS 1071 befon the Boerd the followiug Minute wbch he hee drewa up on the 
•ubjeot of Ihe GoTtfnof Geaerel'e and General Ckvenng's M mutes respecting the redaction of 
the bonded debt, recorded in Cansultation 26th Jannary — 

The importanoe of the different propositions laid before the Board, by the 

u swu*. Minute. Governor and General Clavering for reducing the 

Hon*ble Company's bonded debt, will I hope excuse 
the liberty I take in submitting to the Board my opinion upon the general 
principles, which 1 think should determine their judgment in considering 
and adopting any measure of this nature; this or any other general principles, 
being once established, will serve as a guide to us in comparing the respective 
advantages of the above propositions, if they should be found to differ materially 
or perhaps enable us to umte the operation of the two schemes, if they should 
appear to tend in effect to one and the same object. 

By the thirty-third article of our instructions, the reduction of the bond 
debt IS stated to us us an object of the utmost consequence ** to the Company’s 
prosperity,” and we are directed “ to pay every attention to it, consistent with 
the safety and protection of their possessions, and with the requisitions that 
shall be made to us for their investments.” 

By this reservation, I understand it to he the intention of the Court of 
Directors that we should first provide for the current services of this Govern¬ 
ment, and for the investment, and that we should keep some reserve of money 
in our Treasury, to enable us to meet any unforeseen difficulties which might 
affect the safety of their possessions The wisdom and propriety of this 
instruction speaks for itself When the several objects above mentioned are pro¬ 
vided for, we are instructed to apply our attention to the reduction of the 
debt. 

In order to give due and regular obedience to this article of our instruc¬ 
tions, we ought in the first place to be furnished with an exact comparative 
estimate of the current services; debts in course of payment, and piobable 
demands for the present year on one side, and of our actual means and probable 
resources on the other, to apply any money to the discharge of principal debt, 
before this estimate is made and before we know upon solid grounds, what our 
available surplus is hkely to prove, would I conceive be as inconsistent with 
prudence, as it would be manifestly contradictory to our instructions Till 
the amount of such available surplus is known and established, we can form 
no judgment of the degree in which it may be possible for us to diminish 
the principal debt Let it be supposed, however, for the present, that it may 
amount to ten lacks or any other given sum. The question will then be in 
what way it ought to be applied, so as to give the greatest possible reUef to the 
general burthen of the debt; that is whether we should make use of this sum 
to assist us in reducing the interest upon t}ie whole debt, or apply 11 at once 
to pay off an equal quantity of the principal. 

Considenng it merely as a question of finance, and without entering at 
present into many other important considerations, which a wise Government 
should constantly have in view in every operation of this nature, I submit my 
opinion to the Board that, while your bonds at eight per cent are considerably 
above par, you ought in point of accuracy to endeavour to reduce them all 
to the lower rate of five per cent, at which some part of the debt now stands, 
ft p d that to begin paying off part of the capital before you have reduced the 
rate of interest would oesides producing great mischief in many other respects be 
an unthrifty way of proceeding with reierenoe to the proffest purpose of lighten¬ 
ing the burthen of the debt. 

By paying off a million at par, the whole annual saving to the Company is 
eighty thousand rupees, you are also ten lacks less In debt But on one side this 
is no saving of expense to the Company, and on the other it obl^s you to stop 
short in the reduction of debt, and so wait till you have another a^umulation of 
surplus in your treasury, before you can carry your operatiohs any farther. Try 
the other way with the same means, offer an option to the holders of the oldest 
bonds at eight per cent, to the amount of tea lacks to be paid off at par, or 
to subsqilbo in their bonds, and to receive new ones at an interest of five per 
cent, and let the Whole effect of ilie two schemes be compared. 

U9 P. 0. 
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Your actual ^©l)t at eight per cent, amoimta to about serenty laohs admit* 
ting that there is at this time a oonsidewible plenty of ready moner (whether 
accidental and temporary, or otherwise, is not now the c^uestion) either in the 
Treasury or in the hands of individuals who have immediate means of employ¬ 
ing it to greater advantage than by lending it to Government at a reduced 
interest, which I believe is unquestionable the fact, I presume it may be 
reasonably expected that the first subscription will be filled immediately. 
Mr. Barwell bas given ns his opinion that a sabscription on these terms can¬ 
not fail of succeeding, and has himself offered to lend Government five lacks 
at five per cent If, however, the subscription were not to fill, the worst that 
can happen is to pay off the ten lacks at par, or such proportion of that sum as 
may not be subscribed. 

Supposing the first subscription to fill, you may proceed at proper and* 
convenient intervals to open another subscription to the same amount, and so 
on successively, till you have reduced the interest on the whole seventy lacks to 
five per cent Supposing these successive operations to take place at intervals 
of a month, I apprehend that the whole effect of or gain arising from the oper. 
ation, in the course of the first year, may and ought to be estimated in the fol¬ 
lowing manner 

Ten lacks standing reduced on this day month from eight to five per cent. 


gives a saving of three per cent, on that sum— 

ft 

For eleven months equal to ..... . 87,500 

The sarao repeated next month gives three per cent for ten 

months. . 25,000 

So on for nine months ..... 22,500 

for eight months ... ... 20,000 

for seven months .17,500 

for six months ... . . 15,000 

for five months , . » . 12,500 

Total . 1,40,000 


At the end of twelve months you will by this means have made an actual 
savmg of one lack and forty thousand rupees, which may be called the gam of 
the first year, and you will have redeemed a perpetual annuity of two lacks and 
ten thousand rupees, being three per cent upon the whole debt, the present 
value of which may be fairly computed at 12J years' purchase, considering 
the interest of money to be at eight per cent., and amounts to no 11*88 a sum 
than twenty-six lacks and twenty-five thousand rupees (26,25,000) When all 
this IS done you have your ten lacks still in hand together with the savings on 
the head of interest, amounting in all to eleven lacks and forty thousand rupees, 
which you may either apply to a further reduction of interest, if that should 
be thought advisable, or to a diminution of the capital debt, if the latter 
should be preferred. When that question comes before the Board, there is one 
general consideration, which I thmk ought to have weight in the decision of it. 
If the debt, be then at or above par, it seems to follow that we should proceed 
upon the plan of reducing interest. If it be at discount, we ought to take 
m^ns for bringing it up to par. To do this you must begin to reduce the 
principal debt, and to r^uce the principal debt with the great possible advantage 
to the Company, you should apply your savings or other unappropriated mojqey 
to the purchase of the bonds at the market price on the Company’s account, 
supposing the gam which may be made by that mode of proceeding to be worth 
the Company’s attention, which it certainly would be if the debt were at any 
considerable discount. 

Hitherto I have taken it for granted that we may reckon upon a surplus 
sum equal to ten lacks entirely at our disposal, after all indispensible services 
are provided for. Let it now be supposed that we have i^o sttcn means in oUr 
possession, still, though we have no money, we may have credit, which for the 
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immediate pwpode-in question may b© equally effectual. It appears to me 
from tbe pretaium on the present bonds, that this Government has sufficient 
credit to borrow money at a reduced interest. A resource of this nature cannot 
be apphed to the discharge of capital debt otherwise than by creating a 

r itive saving on the head of interest, which may constitute a sinking fund and 
gradually applied to reduce the principal. The immedtate use to be made of 
cred%t can only relate to the reduction of interest If these general principles 
should he found true, as I am persuaded they will be, I must of necessity b§ led 
from my own premises to a conclusion in favor of General Clavering’s proposal 
of beginning our operations with a reduction of interest Supposing our actual 
resources to he greater than I have taken theiu to be, that increase of power 
will enable us to reduce the rate ot interest so much the sooner and so much 
the lower, but it does not subvert the general principle on which the proposal 
18 founded. 

I have thus far considered nothing hut the Company’s advantage in their 
quality of debtor. In strict right the public creditor will not have reason to 
complain of suffering any hardship or injustice, when we leave it to his choice 
to accept of a lower rate of interest or to be paid off at par, if our means would 
admit of it We ought undoubtedly to annihilate the debt at once without 
furnishing the creditor with any just pretence of taxing us with positive 
injustice, whether it would not be felt immediately by him as an act of rigour 
and ultimately by ourselves as an act of imprudence, may deserve to be 
considered Let me now be permitted to place the question in another point of 
view In deciding upon public measures of such great extent and consequence 
the Government of this State should take other obj'ects into their contempla¬ 
tion ; besides the merely not violating the contract with their creditors, I sub¬ 
mit to the Board and am ready to support my opinion, that taking every cir- 
cumstance into consideration, the paying off the wliole debt at once, supposing 
it possible, or by great instalments at short intervals, which, if we may depend 
on the hopes held out to us of our probable resources, might possibly be done, 
would be distress to the creditor, rum to the country, and of course I presume 
no benefit to the Company considered as the State or governing power And 
yet I am for reducing the burthen of the debt as long as it is a burthen both 
interest and piincipal, but let us take care that it Ite done gradually, lest we 
drive every man to live upon his capital, which is bad, or to carry it out ot the 
country, which is worse; in the present state of Bengal he has no other alter¬ 
native There are no open channels of trade now existing in which such great 
sums, as you would by such measures suddenly throw into the hands of mdivi- 
duals, can be employed, and as for land, supposing all other objections to our 
colonizing here to be removed, let it be remembered that the value of land 
depends upon trade, no wise man will cultivate the soil for more than a subsist¬ 
ence, unless he has a market to carry off the produce and to encourage him 
to make the utmost of his estate. In short, till the impediments that destroy 
all free commerce in this country are removed, I am of opinion that money 
will be of little value and land of still less, compared to what they might be, 
if the means and 4nd of improving both were left free and open to the respect¬ 
ive owners. A strong presumptive proof, that no such channels of improve¬ 
ment are at present open, will rest upon an,event of the certainty of which I 
presume no man has a doubt, rw., that the public creditor rather than accept 
his principal will submit to almost any reduction of interest The conclusion 
to be drawn from such a fact as this, will be confirmed to us by the knowledge 
we have, that at this period pnvate loans at nine and ten per cent, interest on 
the best personal security in this country are now negotiating in Calcutta. 

If all this be incontrovertably true, I presume it will not require much 
argument to prove that any measure which transfers from the pjdlnio treasury 
of the State into the pockets of mdividtjials a capital sum, which the latter must 
either live upon or carry away, cannot tend either to the immedi®^ or future 
benefit of Government. A prudent man ivho is obliged to Sve upon his 
capital, will of course lock it up, and expend as httle of it as he can. This 
way you put a check upon expence and ruin the little circulation you have 
left; others who are not bound by any local ties to Beng«d will of course carry 





tlieir capital into some other country where th^ may eiUier live upon the intereat 
it produ^ or tod other channels open to improve it. There is one geimeal 
caution more, which I submit with the greatest deference to the Board. Iiot 
US care how we neglect the present mvourable opportunity of reducing the 
interest of the debt. There is now an accidental plenty of money in Oaloutta, 
If I judge right of the general state of this country* it cannot stey here long, 
and it 18 admitted that the streams of foieign wealth, which used to flow into 
Beng^ are either dried up or diverted into other channels. 

From these facts the consequence to be apprehended is that in a little time 
the money will be gone, and then you will not have it in your power to redu^ 
either principal or interest. 

If after all, it should appear to be the real object and purpose of Govern¬ 
ment by this and other measures of a similar nature to drain the country of 
everything valuable whether specie or manufactures,! and to loosen those ties, 
by which the attachment of a number of wealthy individuals is secured to the 
Company, m ordeV to evacuate the country and leave it in misery and confusion, 
I shall never concur in the wisdom or pohcy or justice of such measures, but I 
foresee that I shall be forced to admit that the means are proportioned to 
the end. Whenever the necessity or utility of aiming directly at such an 
object shall be avowedly a question before the Council, 1 hope 1 shall not 
want firmness to stand forth on behalf of the East India Company, whose 
servant the law of Great Britain had made me, and to declare my opinion that, 
as it 18 clearly not their interest to ruin this territory, if they wish to keep it 
for themselves, so neither is it their true interest to reduce the value of it to 
nothing, if they mean or expect to relinquish it on any advantageous terms to 
Government. 

I come now to the consideration of the two schemes before the Board, and 
though General Clavering’s was the first delivered, I persuade myself that he 
will allow me to give the first attention to that of the Governor General. The 
Governor General informs the Board that on Monday the 23rd January the 
balance m the Treasury was B36,06,106 current rupees, and that twenty lacks 
are actually received from the Vizier, though not yet brought to account. Sup¬ 
posing those sums to constitute our immediate and actual resources, I beg leave 
to make the following observations upon them. The first is general, that sup¬ 
posing this fund to exist in specie in the Company’s Treasury, I cannot admit 
that any part of it is properly applicable to the discharge of debt, until I see 
an estimate of ways and means compared with current services, and probable 
demands, and until it appears upon such satisfactory evidence, as the oase 
permits, that after providing for those services and demands we shall have a 
surplus to be disposed of at the discretion of the Board. Proceeding regulai^ 
and officially, I cannot allow that any authority, however respectable, is suffi¬ 
cient to supply the place of this evidence. 

Snd .—On examining the particulars of the balance m the Treasuries, I 
find that credit is taken for 14,28,958 sicca rupees, four lacks of which con¬ 
sist in grants and ten lacks in bills receivable. Without questioning the credit 
of these securities, I am of opinion that they ought not to be reckoned among 
our certain resources until they are realized in specie, and the money actually 
paid into the Company's Treasury. 

3rd —The state of the Treasury must from its nature be fluctuating. The 
Board therefore, in my opinion, cannot safely reckon upon any available 
surplus, but in consequence of such an estimate as it already mentioned. 

The Governor General observes that the amount of the bonds now ia 
course of payment but not yet paid, being near nine lacks, “ will probably remain 
for many months as a deposit in the Treasury, in consequence of the proprietors 
not knowing how to employ it, but if they should demand it, the money is ready 
to be paid 

I do not dispute the probability of this conjecture, but I beg leave to 
observe that considering this sum as a Depoiil, it can be of no service to Gov¬ 
ernment, unless we resolve to employ money which is not our property* and 
which the right owners may demand at pleasure, . 
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4th ,—I am informed by tbe accomptant of the Khalsa that the sum of 
8,99,702 current rupees, which is appropriated to payoff bonds now in course of 
payment, makes part of the balance in the Treasury This sum being -only a 
deposit cannot properly be reckoned among the Company’s resources and 
ought to be deducted from the balance in the Treasury. 

Bih ,—I understand there are other deposits and other sums reserved or 
appropriated now laying in the Treasury, whatever the amount of these several 
suras may be, it cannot be considered as part of the Company’s disposable money, 
and if it makes part of the balance in the Treasuries, should be deducted from 
that balance. 

As to the prejudice, ■nhioh a loan of five per cent, professedly made to pay 
off an equal quantity of debt at 8 per cent may do to the Company’s credit, 
I can only say that I do not feel any apprehension of that nature, and that if I 
was placed in the Company’s situation this is the very method which I 
should think it prudent to adopt in order to support credit and to avail my¬ 
self of every advantage to be derived from that credit, combined with my actual 
resources 

The remainder of the Governor’s minute is answered in effect by the 
general arguments which have preceded these particular observations. 

If there should appear any weight in the foiegoing arguments, or any 
truth in the conclusions deduced from them, the propriety and advantage of our 
acting upon the plan recommended by Geneial Clavering will of course be 
established without any direct or particular reasoning in favor of it. After 
sliowing that every other system of Finance with respect to the reduction of 
the debt would be disadvantageous and imprudent, and that the general 
principle of beginning our operations with the reduction of interest with a view 
to a gradual reduction of principal by the establishment of a sinkmg fund is in 
every sense the most beneficial to the Company, I cannot hesitate about giving 
my consent to a plan which I see with pleasure is conformable to all my own 
pimciples. 

I approve of the mode likewise as I find it stated in the General’s minute 
of the 26th January. If it should be found defective in any particular, it may 
easily be corrected or improved. 

The notice given to the holders of bonds now in course of payment but 
not yet presented, mz , that new bonds bearing interest at five per cent, would 
be given them to the amount of their old ones (the interest to commence from 
the date of the new ones) if they chose to subscribe to the former on those 
terms, seem to me very proper and necessary. As we know that private loans 
are actually negotiating at a high interest, it was to be apprehended that the 
holders of the above bonds or their representatives might be induced to lend 
their money on that private security rather than let it he dead in the Treasury 
In that case the money might be drawn out and applied to private uses before 
the owners were apprized of the intention of Government to receive it for the 
public. 

My opinion upon the whole is clearly in favor of General Clavenng’s 
scheme. I have endeavoured to support it by arguments, which m my judg¬ 
ment approach as near to demonstration as the nature of the subject will admit 

If I should appear to be mistaken, I am persuaded that my superiors will, 
at all events, judge favorable of the rectitude of my mtentions 

Fort William, 'I P FIIANQIS. 

The 6th February 177B. ) _ 

Ordered that this Miinute lie for consideration. 


Mr. Francis moves that all such persons, British subjects, as are now 
resident out of the limits of these provinces without permission from the 
present Government, and not emplojed on public service be re-called, and that 
Colonel GaiUiez be directed to signify these orders to any such persons residing 
in the dominions of the Nabob of Owde and its dependencies, and to see that 
they are carried idto execution. 

1&9 F. O. 
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Eitmaie of the prohable and Ditbuntmt*U 

lo tlie KlMiUa Trewnry at Fort William fr.nn lit May 1778 to the S9th April 1774. 


From Voonhedibad Diriaioi 
Dioagepore do 


aaB3 >,26,896 11 10 
S6,flS,4S4 1 18 
28,62,458 U 8 


Tippera Province 
Hieiionieel 

Cuetoma exclntire of Salt Outlet 
Balt Outlet 


Sabah Behar calculated on the ameunt received for the Behar year 
1181 or from let Sepieuiber 1773 to September 1774 received iii j 
Kecoivcd in Patua . Smmaut E26,84,921 1 0 

Deduct batta 6-4 per cent 1,36,708 6 0 


General batta amoniit received for the Bengal 
Salt net profit on the tale of salt for one year 


39,74,813 4 0 
63,471 2 0 
10,59,310 14 10 


Oewaony Suba, Bengal— 

Stipends and allowances— 
Nabob Mobaruk ul Uowlnh 


Jaggut Seat . 

Kayah Gooidait • 
Mousy Kegam 
Nudjeef Cawu 
Rayah Derage Narain . 


Cbargei, oollectiani . 
Charge!, general 
Boats 

Charges, Dewanny . 
Charitable donations 
Postabundie . 


22,99 076 0 0 
2110,142 U 4 
1,89,339 12 3 
39,842 1 7 
13,212 6 0 


Subih Behar monthly allowances 

Pensions st B4,000 per month 
Charges, general . 

Travelling charges 
Charges, collections 
Cbaigei, Dawks 


Deduct the amount to be paid this year out of the Ravannet of the 
Salt District for the discharge of balances Mds 662,014-9-8 at 60 
Sicca rupea per 100 Mds 


SiecaB 
Batta 18 p«. cent. 


2/)2,2e,980 4 4 
St,38,81« IS 8 



if Fort Wilham Pretideueg tn He f tat 1775. 

Charge of Fort Willmm Prwideiioy calooluted from the aeiiertl Acoount of Chargee from the let Augtut 1773 to (he 3Ut July 1 74- 


Chargei, general 
Chargee, works 
Store keeper of the worki 
Cuttom Honse 
Mint chargee , 

ZemiiidBr and olerk of the market 
Import ware-bonae-keeper 
Biport ware bonee keeper 
Naval itore keeper 
Chargee, Court of Eequesta 
Chargee, Durbar 
Mayor’s Court chargee 

Charges of the Feetorlee — 

Batna Factoiy 
Daeoa do 
Coeeim bazar Factory 
Chittagong do 


Charges, Manila— 

At Chittagong 

At Fort William . 

Charges, Military, including thoeo of Military Paymaster General, 
and Military Store keeper end ezoluene of tbe advnntagc ansiiig 
from the monthly allowance from buja ul Dowtih received for 
eitraordinary contingent cbiirgee 
filfXI.OOO ordered by the Conrt of Directors to be laid out on tha 
fortilloations, &« , , 

Deduct tbe following charges included in tbe above— 


Sieca ^,80,770 0 0 
1,06,981 8 0 
1,06,462 9 0 

29.267 4 0 
29,180 13 0 
33,243 0 0 
43,974 13 0 
24,864 15 0 

13.268 4 0 
1.885 7 0 

1.22.082 U 0 
16,773 4 0 


14,05.094 8 0 


1,54,444 0 0 
18.779 8 0 
3,32804 11 0 
82,836 7 0 

- 8,38,184 6 11 


17,778 16 0 
4,38,331 II 0 

-- 4.66.108 10 11 


82,00000 0 0 


10,00,000 0 0 


Chargee, Works 
Store keeper of the Works 
Cantenminti at Barhampore 
Charges building at Coaaimbiuar, 


1.06,981 8 2 
1,06,482 9 9 
1,16,632 4 0 
46,286 11 2 

- 8,72,881 12 0 

- 6,27,618 8 11 


Commission on tbe Revenues, shout 

Commissiaa account to the Slst August 1774 not yet paid, abont 

Lord Oive’s jagheer 

Intereet on bond debt . 

Allownnees to the Oovemor General and Council 
„ to the Chief Justice and Judges 
„ to the President and Members of the Board of Trade 


Bombay Presidency remittances in spscie, Ac 
Port 8t George Presidency remittances in 1778 74 in goods nnd 
stores 

Canton Bendency remittances in 1778-74 in bills 
Balam Bangnm do do in goods, &« 

Fort Marlbro Presidenoy remittanoes m 1778 74 in goods, specie, 

Ac ... 

6t. Helena remittances in 1773-74 in stores 


Bstimate of Annnal Dlibnrsementf , , . 

IxtcMciUnary Disbursemdnta which may bo ezpeoted will take place in 
tbe oonrse of this year, t»z.— 

Bonds advertised to be paid oft and on which no interest is tp bo 
sUowed after the Slst Deeember 1774. about . 
bterest duo thoreon oomputed at . . , 

Itestitotlon fund, 1 anna doe and Is tbe list dividend . 

,€9l«hMlIttart%ln(dlvUeii44aetohlm. 


1,12,28.986 13 9 


6,00, POO 0 0 
2,30,000 0 0 

-- 7 80.000 0 0 

2,68,831 0 0 
6,60,000 0 0 

6,60,000 0 0 
2,80,000 0 0 
1,70,000 0 0 

- 10,80,000 0 0 

- 1,89,45,616 12 9 

18,00,000 0 0 

4,03,000 0 0 
8,00,000 0 0 
. 7,3*,00D 0 0 

2,28,000 0 0 

. I 10,000 0 0 

--- 84.75,000 0 0 

• • 80,00,000 0 


*>64,20^16 13 9 


21,00,000 0 0 

1,0^000 0 0 


8,48,000 0 0 

68,000 0 0 


22,00,000 0 0 


(k06.000 0 0 
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JSttimah of the probahle Retovrm and Dieiuriementi 


Good) ftDd Stores from Eorope a* per jear 74—atippaae . 

Draft* on Enropo—anraoie 

CertiAcatce to Captaimrandofncera of Eorope shipa—aoppoae 8 
akipa nt £6,000 each 

Calcutta Cnatome aa per year 1778 74 about . 

Duties on ookiage|p the Mint about . 

Interest on fialanoea dae from the aumng Assmiea about 
Oustoor on goods anrungs 


Opium—1,800 chests sold for 

1,200 chests suppose «i11 sell for at B660 per chest . 

Cost of 2,600 cboats to be deducted 


Estimate of Annual Bosonrces 

xtraordmar; riiources to be expected in the course of this jtat but 
which cannot bo considered ns annnal snppliee, at; — 


£1,80,000 h 
£40,00^) 


8,82,214 6 9 
18,600 0 0 
1,76,000 0 0 
64,000 0 0 


7,31,890 0 0 
6,60,000 0 0 

-— 18,91,890 0 0 

4,79,168 0 0 


7.60.000 0 ft- 

' 20 , 00 , 0 (» 5 ^^ 




9,12,722 0 

-—^ 

«^^733 8 


Nabob Siijaul Dowlah received—chests into the Treasury said to 
contiuu 

Received—chests at Monrsliedabad said to contain 
On the way from Patna in the care of Mr Nathaniel Middleton 
On the way from Henares in the care of Mi Thomaa Motte 
Further receipts expected from 8u]a uI-Dowiah m the course of 
this year 


Cash Balance the 26tli December 1774 
Treasury do do 

Kbalsa Treasury—Dacca Division, 13th November 
1774 

Rurdnan do Utli Deceqi 


Moorihedabad, 80th October 
Calcutta Committee, 26th Dec¬ 
ember 

Dinagepoor Division, 13th Doc 
ember 


Bogiepoor 1 


Kbalsa Treasury, 25th December 
1774, ready money 13,40,734 0 9 

Bills receivable 6,76,967 0 0 


2,92,983 8 1 
6,44,608 10 11 

8,87,077 14 0 
2,24,029 13 4 

68,191 8 13 
11,53,262 8 6 
2,672 12 4 
12,866 15 4 


2017,691 0 


6,00,000 0 0 
6,00,000 0 0 
15,00,000 0 0 
6,00,000 0 0 

4000,000 0 0 

- 70,00,000 0 0 

0 268 8 0 
19,63,370 8 0 


Sicca B 


Batta 16 per cent 


47.93,287 10 1 2 
7,66,926 0 8 


66,60,213 n 0 

- 76,32,842 U 0 

-1,4632,842 11 0 


Current fi 432,98,676 8 9 


Foet William, 

The lit January 1776. 
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effort Wxl^n Pratdexey tniht gear J775—amdd. 

6«lt fqnd remaidn? for tlio diwibtTgt of old 4)t boloncto for tlio 
Bongol yraf 1179 or to the SOtii April 1779 (m mentioBed m tha 
«enor»I latter to the Court of DIreotpn from the Boreoua 
Drptrtiiient, the 9tth Miroh 1778 ^ 

*'» Botta 18 per eentr 

tbe Bettgal fear 1180 or to the 80th April 1774 « 

4l^ta fond amouat to be paid to the memheri of the odRiintetra* 
thnt If it meeta the appruhatioa of the Court of Oireotora 18 
jn^han for 11 monthi at Sicca fi3,000 each per maund in Sicca 

mim> • 

iuepmi Depottte due thii day on that aooount 
Aoeoapcant<General of tie Miyor’e Court due thia day on that 
a^SUnt . ^ 

Cohiininion on tbe Hevenuea onappropnatedhalaDce the 80th April 


SlooaBS 96,683 9 18 
1,32.109 4 6 


8,69,38# 0 0 
1,38,642 1 9 

1,49 691 3 6 
8,89,184 12 10 


Bal4ap«Mapp»priatad 


9.19,79090 18 10 
1,09,19,486 6 a 


Current S 4,22,98 676 3 9 

Errors oicepted, 

L Dabiut, 

Acempiant, 

CaABLKS Ciicms, 

dcomptant^Gmeral to tie Rettnw Department. 






Fort William, the 14th February 1776. 

At a. Council, tbesbnt. 

The Hon’blb Wa-BREn Hastings, Governor- General, Frea%dent, 
Libutenant-Genebal John Clavbbing. 

The Hon’blb Gboroe Monson. 

Bichabd Babwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation held yesterday. 

To the Hon’blb Warbes Hastinos, Governor General, &o, Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —On the evening of the 27th past I was furnished with a 
Colonel Champion in refutation of translation of a letter received by the Governor 
the Vizier’s obargee againat him General from the Vizier as far back as the 28th 
November 

I acknowledged the receipt of it next day, and expressed my concern that 
it had not been convenient to favor me with an earlier perusal. It contains 
charges highly injurious to my honor, and it would therefore have been satisfac¬ 
tory that an opportunity had been given mo of ushering these aspersions into 
your presence with their refutation. 

I know the Vizier’s character intimately, too well I know liis littleness of 
soul to be surprized at his stooping to any meanness, but I cannot help express¬ 
ing my astonishment at the appearances of a certain management with which 
this letter is strongly marked. 

It must have been wntten about the middle of November The Vizier 
and I parted on the most friendly terms on the 14th October Not only had 
he often personally thanked me for the services I had rendered him, but he 
did so by letter after he had left qamp. When I told him ot my intentions 
to return to Europe he said he should lament my absence as that of his best of 
friends, and I have already informed you in another address that I was urged 
to accept of a more convincing proof of bis approbation and satisfaction after 
the conclusion of the settlement with the Rohilla Chief 

How then shall I account for the appearance of the present extraordinary 
letter 

Observe if you please, gentlemen, the first part of it till you arrive at 
j ^ Bissonly, then cast your eyes on a letter, which His 

Excellency wrote to Mr. Hastings from Pulyboet 
According to the translations one is an exact transcript of tlie other Now 
the Vizier had duly received an answer from Mr Hastings to the letter sent 
from Pulybeet. Tfie war was over early in October There remained no 
more towns to plunder—no new discovered hoards of treasure to dig up—no 
unhappy man to rob of his wealth—no miserable woman of her raiment. Why 
then does His Excellency sit down in November to copy a letter to which he 
had received a satisfactory answer six or seven months before There is some¬ 
thing mystenous in this business, perhaps in the sequel we may see more 
clearly 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate what passed at Pulybeet. I communicated 
asth ApnL circumstance to Mr. Hastings the very day it 

Two letter* to the Oorernor, 14th happened, and I aftetwards gave him my senti- 
ments on his own letter as well as on the Vizier*s 
complaint. 

It would now therefore perhaps suflSce to refer to what has already passed 
on that subject; but it may not bo out of place to remark that the compliment 
which the Vizier pays me of having suffered myself to be lorded over by the 
gentlemen he mentions, will I am confident upon enquiry meet with the polite 
retort from each of them as it does from me. 

After all what did the complaint amount to ? Only to this Ist, that a 
demand was made on the part of the English troops, to take an account of the 
riches which might be found in Pulybeet, and that this demand was not agree¬ 
able to His Excellency ; 2ndly, that he was displeased with the deportmSt of- 
Colonel Leslie and the other gentlemen. 
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With regard to the 1st, we may in politeness begin that the demand was 
disagreeable to His Excellency, we are not surprized at it because he is less a 
friend tq us than to himself, but it does not therefore follow that any apology 
IS due. On the contrary I wish it may not be thought that other Commanding 
Officers would have caused the search to have been more particular 

With respect to the behaviour of the gentlemen, I have already acquitted 
letter, to the Govm.or, 14th them of impropriety, so far as fell under my obser- 
June vation, and dare say if they are called upon, they 

See also No. 1-B, answer for themselves in confutation of llis 

BroeUency. But why as I have already said, why is this complaint reiterated 
at this time of day ? 

I cannot help admirmg the confidence with which His Excellency has 
advanced that there was not so much as four or five thousand rupees m 
Pulybeetjthe report of four crore being concealed there, I always thought 
extravagant, but His Excellency has gone so far m the other extreme, that it is 
impossible he can even expect to be credited. According to the accounts of 
trusty and intelligent spies the fact proved to be that the Company would 
have been considerable gainers by the offer, which, he says, he made of giving 
up all tile riches in the Fort for the 40 lacks. 

As we are now on the subject of plunder, permit me to offer my attach¬ 
ment to the army m apology for begging of you to attend to it a little further 
According to the letter and to the meaning of my instructions I had 
authority to proceed to the reduction of the Rohilla country if the Vizier 
required it with the Company's troops only 

Supposing then, gentlemen, that the Nabob had found himself sufficiently 
engaged in the Doab and that I had effected the Eohilla conquest, can it be 
alleged that the Company’s troops would have taken charge of the riches found 
in tlie Forts and Cities meiely on account of the Vizier, and that they must 
have afterwards delivered them over to His Excellency ? Impossible I and it 
follows of course that his being present would only entitle him to a proportion. 
I submit therefore whether the giving up the rights of the army was not in 
effect sacrificing the interest ot our nation, inasmuch as the riches of the 
individuals contribute to the support of the State. 

But passing over this remarkable complaisance to the Vizier as inexplicable, 
we shall march from Pulybeet and accompany His Excellency towards Bissonly, 
dragging in triumph the disconsolate Begum and children of the brave but 
unfortunate Hafez, the widow of his eldest son Enmut Chan, the wife of his 
eldest surviving son, Mahubbet Chan, and some hundreds of miserable captive 
women or carts. 

Leaving Bernlly and Oulah behind us, and trusty slaves of His Excellency 
to see the inhabitants indiscriminately plundered for the behoof of their 
^ master, we arrived at Bissonly, when the whole army 

^ were witnesses of scenes that cannot be described. 


But not to dwell on the enormities or excesses of His Excellency, I shall 
proceed to answer the charges brought against me. 

In doing this, gentlemen, I must trouble you with a narrative of all the 
transactions relative to Fuzulla Chan; and in proceeding I shall deduce from 
the facts such arguments as naturally arise to support the propriety of my 
conduct during the campaign. 

The Vizier says that after our arrival at Bissonly I carried on an under¬ 
handed correspondence with Fuzulla Chan. I received and answeied several 
letters from the Eohilla Chief, but His Excellency is an economist of truth 
when he says I did so clandestmely. 

The first letter received from FuzdBa Chan was 
14th M»y .JJ words— 

“ After the death of my father these gentlemen, the Eoliilla Chiefs, took 
possession of my ancient estate and gave me a trifle 
“ ® for my subsistence This is as evident as the sun; 

surely it is known to you. I therefore from necessity supported myself with 
ffifficulty The person who designed the war is no more, rc^arditg your sacred 
friendship and sincerity I request without other intervention that the degree 
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of friendship with you may be oonfimed, Your goodness and (selibrity is 
everywhere known, and that you the Boglish dispossess no one; this tro\ible 
therefore is given that in case I am reinstated in my ancient possessions, what» 
ever is conferred upon me I will pay you as much without damage or deficiency 
as any other person will agree to do. and in all matters I will regard you 
as my master and benefactor till death, but no other person. My agreements 
on no account will I depart from, and, God willing, I will perform them with 
my heart and soul.” 

“ Whenever you require it I shall attend you: and perform my duty, and 
my fiiim alliance. I hope in God that by your means I shall receive justice, 
which goodness I shall hold in remembrance while I have life. I would have 
sent a faithful person to you to have explained all particulars, but the roads 
not being free prevented me; if you will send a man to me, mine accompanying 
him shall attend you.” 

I received at the same time a letter from Ahmed 
uthM.y Chan Kan Suman. 


“ Long before this Tittle Chan Kan Suman, deceased, performed his du,ty 
to the English Chiefs, at his death I was left singly, and Hafez Bhomut 
Chan took that opportunity to seize half my country and conferred it on my 
brother Azum Chan, by which I attained not my hereditary estate. I therefore 
withdiew my connection with him, but he carried me with him forcibly. 
When tho Nabob Vizier’s letter to console me was received, I wished to join 
him and you. I declare my desires, but what could I do, for Hafez would not 
let me go , this will have reached you from others Throughout Hindustan, 
there the English beneficence is sounded, and it is manifest to all that they 
dispossess no one of liis right. It is therefore requested that on our the 
Rohilla’s particular compassion may be shown, and whatever thought just 
bestowed by God’s assistance from the dues of fidelity and duty, I will never 
deviate the breadth of an hair.” 

“As Fuzulla Chan has true esteem for me, I quitted him not, but 
accompanied him to this Fort from Your Honor and clemency, a reply to this 
address is intreated; it was necessary that it should bo made, may you ever 
prosper ” 

These letters commenced the correspondence, and if His Excellenoy had 
not by the cruelty and inhumanity of his conduct in general, and by a piece 
of treachery towards other Chiefs, which I shall hereafter have occasion to 
mention and to prove under his own seal, I say if he had not by such means 
as these impressed the natives with a just and deep-rooted distrust of his honor, 
it IS probable I should not have been troubled with their addresses, but to 
continue. 

Next morning I waited on the Vizier and showed him the above letters. At 
16 th May ^ offered him the corps of Grenadiers 

of the army to accompany a body of his troops to 
reduce the fugitives, and in the evening repeated the offer in person; how he 
received it may be seen m my letter to the Governor and Council, 16th May, 
on which date by advice of the Vizier I sent tho following answers to the 
RohiUa Chiefs — 

' To Fuzulla Chas 


** Your letter is received and gives me pleasure; the particulars are clear; 
my reply is this, this country is noL taken mto the possession of the English ; 

leth May. consequence of engagements, the English 

army is come to the aid and assistance of the Nabob 
Vizier, who is now master of this country. Agreeable to your desire I com¬ 
municated the particulars of your letter to the Vizier and this is his reply—that 
he did not choose that any Patan Chief should have settlement in this country. 
I therefore said no more; but if you or Ahmed Chan should atTany time wish 
to come to me, for ye and your family and to Ahmed Chan and his family I 
will give protection that no person shall give you the smallest molestation, but 
of your country and effects the Nabob Vizier is now master. Your desires 
are made known to him ; and if ye can settle your all^irs agreeably to his 
pleasure it wUl be very advisable, and in the agreement I also shall be veiy 
glad.’* 
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To AnUXD EHAJf. 

Your representation is received and the particulars known; all that ye 
16th May. kave wntteu in excuse for your conduct, I have 

No 6 communicated to the Nabob Vizier, and his deter¬ 

mination is this; that no person of the Bohilla tribe shall have residence in 
this country. I write to advise you explicitly of the Vizier’s pleasure that ye 
may act according to it, should ye at any time wish to come to me, for your¬ 
self and family 1 will afford full protection, but your country and effects are 
now the property of the Nabob Vizier ” 

From these replies, gentlemen, it is evident how implicitly I obeyed the 
24 th May ordets I had received to consider the Vizier ” as 

• See paper marked P, the master.’** 

On the 24th a letter arrived from Fuzulla Khan in these words— 

“ Previous to this I addressed you with a representation of my condition, 
g from which it will be evident to you—just now 

* I have received a letter from the Nabob Vizier. I 

have returned in reply to it, that through your mediation I will come into him. 
This trouble therefore is given to beg you will write me of whateveir you have 
determined in my favour; that acting agreeably to it, and arriving by your 
means, I may obtain an interview, from whatever promises and agreements 
I make, I will not deviate the breadth of an hair ” 

This letter speaks more plainly than the former the distrust which the 
Vizier had caused in the minds of the fugitives by his conduct to their 
kindred 

In consequence of a communication of it to the Nabob, his Minister 
y Ehch Cawn waited on me, and pursuant to the 

® pleasure of His Excellency the following reply was 

written to the Eohilla Chief — 

“ I now advise you that the two following proposals are offered to ye—Ist, 
g the Vizier will not confer on ye or any other 

® Eohilla person, one foot of land m this country, 

but he will give you an equal quantity with what ye possessed here m 
the country of JDoub, provided ye will now pay him twenty lacks of rupees. 
On this condition come satisfied. The second proposal, should ye not accept 
of the first, is this, that you with your family domestics, treasure and 
effects, but without troops, come in and meet me, after which you >\ ill proceed 
directly into the English distnots wherever may be best, and remain there till the 
pleasure of the Board in this particular is written to me The reason of this 
IS that the Vizier does not chuse ye should remain here I now give you 
promise of protection and send you a pass under the Vizier’s seal, and one under 
my own—whichever of these you chuse to accept,—act agreeaWy, but should 
neither of them be agreeable to you, you are your own master; therefore send 
the passes back to me.” 

27th May This letter was dispatched in the morning, and in 

No ® the afternoon I received one in reply to mine of 

the 10th.— 

" Your gracious letter is received and the particulars comprehended. You 
write that this country is not come into the possession of the English; but m 
consequence of engagements between the English and Vizier to give him 
assistance, their troops came into this country of which the Vizier is now Lord, 
—that agreeably to the letter having told all ye particulars to the Nabob, his 
pleasure is this—that no Chief of the Eohilla tribe shall have settlement in 
t^B country; therefore that in this matter I should attemptwo further. The 
ease is this * I have never acted in such manner that the Vizier should have 
taken hatred to bis heart against me, but it was the disturbances of other 
Chiefs, which afflicted his noble heart; in that I am guiltl^l therefore I 
trouble you, that if this country is not in your possession, the niAnagemient of 
it finally will be put into the hands of others; it is therefojee better to accept 
it from me if it is in the Nabob’s dominions; foregoing every other connection 
X will take it through your means. I am in hopes that the Nabob’s favor being 
169 P D. 
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regained that this country wUl M put under my charge, and whatever any 
ethers may offer for it, I will bind myself to perform. In reply to letters 
received from the Vizier, calling me into him, I have replied that whatever 
may be his pleasure regarding me he shall advise you of it; that by your means 
I may come to his presence,—your bravery and generosity is as evident as the 
Sun, and whoever loses his country by war is again replaced in it. I wish 
to take it (the country) purely through you, thereby your favor; let us not los- 
our country, in the dues of friendship and fidelity, I will never fail, and while 
I live t shall be obedient to your commands. Abdulhun Oawn and Hudahme 
Aula I have sent to you. In the matter of my offer for receiving the country 
of my father whatever is my ability to give they will represent to you, agree¬ 
ably te that shewing the dues of lordliness and compassion your fame will 
resound through the world *’ 

The offers winch the Vakeel made in the name of his master arc men¬ 
tioned m my letter to the Governor ot the 28th May. 

Prom the reinstatement of Sujah-ul-Dowlah in his own dominions the 
powers of Hindustan had conceived the English to bo a people of unparalleled 
magnanimity as celebrated for their justice and humanity as for their bravery 
and generosity, this is evident from the style of the letters which were addressed 
to me. 

I thought nothing could be more honorable to our nation than tlie support 
of so exalted a character, and whilst it could be done on terms so advantageous 
as an annual increase of near four hundred thousand pounds to the revenues 
of our ally and an immediate acquisition of above three hundred thousand 
pounds to the Company for their influence in affecting an accommodation per¬ 
fectly consistent with their engagements to the Vizier, who would have thus 
derived more than a reasonable advantage from that manner of terminating the 
war, I supposed it very unlikely that the Vakeel’s proposition should be 
received with indiffeience. 

They were not its true agreeable to the Vizier; they were not favourable 
to his ambitious designs, nor to his inhuman plan of extirpation. I informed 
the Governor of Sujah having leceived them with disdain, and when 1 can¬ 
didly told His Excellency that I should act in the matter agreeably to the 
orders of Government, he anticipated the answer which I received by saying 
“ that Mr Sastings mil tell you as I do *’ But though His Excellency gave 
himself the liberty of divining this, how was it possible that I should believe 
that we were to consult the Vizier’s interest and aggrandizement only ? I could 
not as a Company’s servant give place te such an idea. 

I know that Sujah’s acquisitions in plunder have exceeded the expenses 
of the campaign, oven including the forty lacks which ho had promised to pay to 
the Company I had with regret observed that the part which the English 
took in the war brought their national character into the highest disrepute. 
I had remarked and all the officers of the army had remarked that His Excel¬ 
lency’s haughtiness increased with the power which we put into his hands 

Independent, therefore, of the immense pecuniary considerations which 
I have mentioned, nothing could be more consistent with what I conceived to 
be the interest of the Company, than embracing the opportunity which 
presented itself, of having a standing army of fifteen or twenty thousand, and 
in case of emergency fifty or sixty thousand Afgans ready to assist m repelling 
any of the powers to the westward of the Ganges, or to crush the growing inso¬ 
lence of the Vizii# himself. 

Knowing that we owe establishment in this country to the want of unani¬ 
mity amongst the natives, I had always understood it to hive be«u an axiom in 
our system of pohtics that it was our part to endeavor at keeping the 
power of the country Princes as much upon an equipoise as possible, lest by 
lengthening the sword of one he should destroy his neighbour andWxime formid¬ 
able to oucselv^. 
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Thus, geutlemUtt, as h^ been already observed, I was induced to think it 
• ir js-itw«uponthi.prfnc.pte Very improbable that the overtures of the Rohilla 
UMt a depatuticm wm a tew year* ajfo Chief would have been totally disregarded, nor could 
r/VC lTt£ TSr^ I ever be possibly* reoonclod to myself had I pro- 
bowuh whtm thty were far feu sumed to have withheld them from the knowledge 
nuMeronethanatpreuBi. of Government. 


** ^ therefore referred the proposals to the adminis- 

tration through the Hon’ble the Governor and I 
reflect with real satisfaction on having done so. 


“ I shall be extremely glad if upon due consideration of them any means 
can be devised by which the public good may be promoted. I wish for nothing 
so much as that some measure may be adopted that will strike all the powers 
in the East into admiration of our justice m contrast to the Vizier’s con¬ 
duct.” 


In the meantime, however, I wrote the following answer to Euzulla •— 

“ I acquaint you that your agreeable letter by your Vakeel is received and 
gives me pleasure The contents arc clearly understood; in your business I have 
had a great deal of conversation with the Nabob Vizier, but he will not consent 
that either you or any other person, Bohilla, shall have one foot of land in this 
country But the Vizier offers you the same quantity of country you have 
possessed here in the Province of Doab. If you chuse to accept of tins it is 
well; if not there is no other choice. Had the Vizier accepted of your proposal, it 
would have given me much pleasure But in regard to the country, the Vizier is 
Lord; further correspondence on this matter will be fruitless, on which account 
I write you explicitly.*’ 

With this letter I desired the Vakeel to return to his master telling him 
I could do nothing in his affairs of my own authority, but that I could make 
his offers known to the gentlemen at Calcutta, and afterwards advise Fuzulla 
of their pleasure. 

The Vakeel however sent the letter by another person and entreated permis- 
Sion to remain in camp till I should hear from the 
Presidency, which I granted as intimated to the 
Governor. 


I had no further intercourse with Fuzulla until the 7th June, when in 
j consequence of a report that Lieutenant Redman 

, “ and two other European deserters were with him, 

I desired that he would send them forthwith to my Camp. 

. On the 8th of the same month being advised as well through His Excel¬ 
lency as by other intelligence that the King had invited over the Rohilla; 
and the Vizier and myself being of opinion that the' consequences of their 
joining His Majesty would-prove prejudicial to His Excellency’s future peace, 
especially in case of a Marratta war, of which he seemed very apprehensive, 
I addressed Fuzulla as follows — 


“ Hearing at this time that letters are arrived with you from His Majesty 
wherein he strongly enjoins you to come to him 
without any a^rehensions, I write ye that having 
clearly represented your condition to the Board at Calcutta, and in a friendly 
manner having recommended the settlement of them to the Governor, I wait 
impatiently for replies. In this ease I think it necessary and advisable that ye 
do not comply with the King’s desires until answers come from Calcutta. 
Whenever they do come they shall be immediately transmitted to you; in this 
matter there shall be no neglect on my part ’* 

To this letter, gentlemen, is probably owin^ the present peS^^of the Empire, 
To it is certainly owing that the Nabob is undisturbed, and that ^Fuzulla Khan 
is now the mere dependent of His Excellency; for if that Chici^had not, as he 
afterwards complained, been lulled into inactivity by the hopes which he 
eiitertained from the interposition of cur Government be Would have crossed the , 
Ganges at Baify Gaut and Chandy Gaut whilst the river was fordable. 
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He bad according to our advices made very early application to Timim 
Sha for assistance, wbiob the Vizier was apprehensive would be granted, His 

» Shaw Allum it was said had invite the Marrattas, he stood chiefly m 
money to prosecute hw designs. Fuzulla was master of a large sum j 
the inferior Chiefs were also possessed of riches. The Seiks were ready to 
join them. In short they must at least have easily established themselves in the 
Doab, and have been able to have kept the Vizier in a state of disquietude 
durmg the remainder of his life. this letter had the desired effect and the 
listemng to it proved the cause of much self-disapprobation to the Rohillah. 

Nothing further passed between Tuzulla Khan and me till the 26th June, 
when on receipt of new advice regarding Redman, 
a copy of which was sent to the Governor, I again 

demanded the deserter. 

No other circumstance occurred regarding the Rohillahs till the 7th July. 
On the morning of that day, I received a message from the Nabob desiring 
me to send away the Vakeel, for which his reasons may be collected from what 
follows. 

After the fall of Hafez, the Vizier, as has been elsewhere observed, became 
extremely arrogant. It is well known that even his pepple carried themselves 
haughtily to the English officers , and we shall hereafter have occasion to men¬ 
tion a very remarkable and daring instance of it, great pains were taken,to 
impress the natives of Hindostan in general and the Viziei'^s own subjects in 
particular with the highest ideas of his late and great acquisition of power and 
magnificence. 

I have been told that m a Title-nama, published m many parts of his 
country on account of the victory, the English troops were not so much as 
mentioned, and it is an undoubted truth that several officers when on tbeir way 
to the army (one of them now in town) were asked if the English bad been at 
the defeat of Hafez. 

The circumstance of the English being in his pay and under his absolute 
direction, was circulated with great industry—nay so indiscreet was His 
Excellency in the use of the command which it had been thought proper to 
confer on him over the Company’s troops that our own sepoys could not hplp 
observing the difference between those and former times, now the Sahib Xioque 
(gentlemen) must run at his nod, and must halt at his nod. 

As the Vakeel’s remaining in camp was therefore not favorable to the 
Vizier's views with which these reports were spread abroad, and tended to render 
the Vizier’s unlimited authority over the English army doubtful to the country 
powers, His Excellency requested his dismission, 

I had been directed to consider our Government in a secondary point of 
view only, and having myself no particular desire for the Vakeel’s presence, I 
indulged the Vizier in his wislies, and immediately directed him to return, pro¬ 
mising to acquaint his master of the answer which should be receiv^ from 
Calcutta 

It happened to arrive that very day; and I gave the Vakeel the foltowing 
letter to carry to Fuzulla as a final answer.— 

“ I laid the state of your affairs before the Hoai4, impatlepily waited 
No 14 their answer. Accordibgly ttis day it arrived, and 

they wnte that tha Bkdnlla oountiy being in tho 
possession of the Nabob Vizier, and he the ' Holer thereof, Wlfttever he may 
chuse to do m the settlement of it, it would not be ^proper tor thm to iatetr- 
fere in. I m consequence advise you that as they have written that il«y can- 
not interfere, that without their concurrence I 'aloo^ «u not abl« to Sq it. I 
have exerted tlie effects of friendship, and attlity in *your oonqerni?, as 
Abdatohum Chan, who is here, is well convinced of. Having ittW t^tessed 
he will return to you, and, telling you all partiqulars, trft! aascmeyou th^t | 
done every thing J was able, but now I can do no ' 
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Earlf in the morning of the 8th July the Vakeel took his departure 
• The Vekeei ooetieued . cowMef lamenting his want of success; and presaging the 
•bie Uwe in diigrace, end HU Bxcei- disgtace into which he octuallv fell with his master 
iXTof thu mTn tH?he‘lnfemd l»ls tribe,* for not having immediately returned 
• jegrire o* «6,ooo p«r annum upon in cousequeuce of my letter to Fnzulla of the 28 th 
Mm after the peace ^ being thereby in some measure the cause 

of their not crossing the Ganges, and decoying them into imaginary security. 

On the 9th, having received advices that supplies of grain were sent to 
FuzuUa’s retreat from the districts of Zabita Khan, the first Amrah of the 
Empire, I wrote him desiring he would peremptorily forbid his people to 
furnish the enemy with provisions. I had very early signified to the Governor 
jj how exceedingly disagreeable I found my situ- 

” ‘ ation. The unhandsome manner in which I must 

be pardoned to say, I thought myself treated on account of the notice I took 
of the impropriety that had appeared to toe m reposing a greater trust in the 
Vizier thai;i in the Company's Commander-in-Chief, had determined me to 
return to the Presidency, as soon as the rivers should have swelled, either to 
have matters put upon a more becoming footing or to have taken my leave for 
England, which in case of failure in this particular I had resolved to do even 
if no successor should arrive. 


Accordingly I had made preparations for my journey downwards and had 
declared my intention of quitting camp on the 26th. In the meantime, how¬ 
ever, Mr. Middleton, the itesident at the Vizier's Court, brought me a message 
expressive of His Excellency’s wishes that the army should take the field ; next 
16 th Jo];. day I waited upon him, and the following is the 

« substance of the conversation which passed 

« My reason for sending Mr. Middleton was this • Mr. Hastings has hinted 
to me to effectually settle this country as soon as 
I possibly can, that in case another enemy should 
appear after the rains, and perhaps both the Marrattas and Timur Shawmay, 
I may be able to withdraw my troops from this country without any risque of 
its being attacked; and on this account, if the Colonel approves, we will move 
towards Fuzulla Khan, who cannot escape, and may be got at without much 
difficulty.” 

I replied that as the season was so far advanced, and the camp equipage 
extremely had, I wished to avoid moving now, as it would be attended with the 
loss of a number of men, but advised the Vizier to send more troops to Morad- 
abad; that I would now advance some Battalions ; and if the enemy came down 
fxpm their present situation, would march with the Brigade to oppose them,” 
adding that, '‘\f I remained here, I would move with the army towards them 
at the latter end of the rams, and before they could get away; all this teas 
approved of!* 

On the 19lh I advised the Select Committee of these circumstances and 
informed ttiem that I believed I should be under the necessity of march¬ 
ing although 1 was apprehensive the consequences would prove fatal to 
the |mdp8. 

Xn the interim I took every possible measure towards a sudden movement, 

% i 9 ; 'hut I heard nothing more from the Nabob himself 

^“* 11 On the subject till the 23rd, when he acquainted 
me that h#had sent fonraa^pa]^ of his own troops, and desired the Bngade might 
march. In the evening I sent my interpreter, 
^ next morning waited upon him myself, as 

well to how it was to march at that season, as also the disr 

advantfl^ with ..which | thought our movement ^ woul4 bjl' attended; but 
finding him bent bn the.e|c^^tion\t gave into his measun^ and took the pre¬ 
caution nafoined t^f^inistratkm of requinng a letter from His Excellency 
' ' expressing the necessity of taking the field, whida 

be accordingly sent me. The same day I addressed 
the (k>mm^:ea|i^9iainting thepa.of these oiroumstancee, and also issued 
" K*. la ' ordem for the troops to hold themselves in readi- 

' W towWt- 
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I paid His Excellency a visit and informed him that in eonseqnenee of his 
26 th July requisiticm the Brigade should be got in readinesa to 

no w,***** march as soon as possible. 

The same day another Vakeel arrived from Euzulla in my camp, but he 
26 th July. vras instantly dismissed. I was taken ill. Colonel 

Gailliez, the Second.in.Command, was also extremely 
No 21 indisposed. I reminded His Excellency of bis being 

near three months of arrears of subsidy to the troops, and observed that it was 
necessary to supply them with money before the march. 

2 nh Juij. Continued ill; ord^d the troops to march the 

No. 19 29th in the morning. 


Directed the camp equipage to be sent forward to Chandausy. Colonel 
Gailhez and myself very unwell; supply of ammu- 
‘ ^ nition not yet arrived from the boats; at night there, 

fore countermanded the march of the army 

My illness considerably abated ; addressed the Select Committee ; ordered 
29 th July the army to march on the 30th at 3'oclock in the 

No 10 morning I was informed that our carriage cattle 

had been obliged to make two trips for the camp equipage 

The army accordingly broke ground and marched to the encampment at 
90 th July Chandausy; and if you consider, gentlemen that, we 

No 19 unprovided with the necessaries requisite for 

the security of our ammunition and stores, that great part of them being 
in the boats distant about 40 miles, the carriage to Bissonly at that unfavourable 
season was attended with much trouble and delay as well as risque of damage. 
That many of the younger gentlemen of the army, whose allowances in the 
field, however handsome they may bethought, are barely sufficient to indemnify 
their expenses where the necessaries of life bear so exorbitant prices, had from 
motives of economy dismissed their coolies m confidence of our continuing m 
cantonments during the rams; that several hundred of the contractors’ drivers 
and m particulur those attached to the Magazine and artillery had either 
deserted or been discharged by his agent, that it was with groat difficulty even 
the Nabob’s influence in the course of several days procured so many of these 
necessary people as enabled us to proceed I say, gentlemen, these circumstances 
considered, it appeals that the array was m motion with uncommon alacrity. 

I confess I was however extremely embarrassed m mind lest my desire of 
pleasing the Nabob should subject me to repreliension. 


Accordingly you find that m my letter to the Select Committee, 29th July, 
I studiously endeavored to apologize for venturing to take so much upon me. 

“ I deliberately weighed in my mind whether I should acquiesce in the 
Nabob's request of moving higher. I discovered that ray hesitation gave him 
much dissatisfaction, and it was very perceptible that if I had persisted in remain, 
ing here, he would have been impressed with doubts and jealousies of the sin. 
cerity of our attacliment towards him, which I was apprehensive would never be 
effectually effaced; but indeed his conduct in advancing this army above thirty 
coss in front of our troops without my concurrence rendered a movement on 
my part absolutely necessary for the reasons mentioned in my address of the 
19th, &c.; and I hope therefore that the motives which have prevailed with 
me to comply with His Excellency’s requisition will secure to me the honor of 
your approbation.’* 


Nor will you he surprized, ^ntlem«i, that I was anxious for such apprt^ha. 
tion when you shall have considered the causes whhih 1 had to he doubtful of 
obtaining it and the inward disquiet which these doubts occasioned. 

lat —I remained in a state of disagreeable suspense as to the effect which 
the Treaty of partition of the conquered country between His Majesty and the 
Vizier might have. 

The Board had said ** that 'vte cannot entertain so bad an opinion of the 
ssriM.. Visder as to suppose him capable of acting in 

avowed Iweaeh of Treaty; but if any plea of tJiat 
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kind should be made for contesting our right to occupy any part of the 
Rohilla country yet unconquered, it would be proper to put the question to 
him whether such Treaty does exist or not; if he should acknowledge such a 
Treaty, you must undoubtedly cease from further hostilities m abetment of his 
breach of faith. 

The King had sent me a copy of the Treaty which had been sworn to on 
the Koran—“ perhaps,*' said His Majesty, “ the Nabob has forgot Lis oath, it is 
fit you should remind bm of it.” 

When I showed His Excellency the Treaty he acknowledged its authenti- 
A.II.W tadM . ,,. 11 , “ “ 0 ‘ forgot hiB oath, t)ut ho brayed it; 

aot theiang.ia(reofAMai.rieibBtof he alleged that the counterpart in his possession 
priBcipaiB in war. exprcsscd a condition that His Majesty should take 

the field in person and that his failure in that particular annulled the Treaty, 

But when the original counterpart wluch he put into the hands of my 
interpreter came to be examined, it appeared that 
there was no such stipulation, nor indeed did it ever 
exist even verbally, as may be understood from Nigif Chan’s declarafion*on 
that subject when he said “ he had no doubts of the Vizier’s abiding by his 
engagements.” 

I sent copies of both to the Committee having been repeatedly desired to 
correspond with them only, and as the above sentiments of the administration 
seemed very favourable towards His Majesty, it was not clear to me that so 
frivolous an excuse would have been sanctified m breach of so solemn a Treaty. 
I therefore made a reference to the paragraph above quoted; and desired the 
Committee would give me explicit Instructions regarding the import thereof; 
nor was I a little anxious for a reply. 


Sndly.—’Mieit I had agreed to take the field and before we marched, 
but when it was too late to retract, I discovered that the Vizier had grossly 
imposed upon me regarding the letter which he had pretended' to have ju$i 
received from the Governor, for although I had not been favored with any 
address from Mr Hastings on that subject, yet believing that His Excellency 
had really got such a letter, it was the most prevailing argument with me, and 
I urged it accordingly in my letters to the Select Committee in justification of 
my conduct. 

But upon finding that the letter which the Vizier pretended to havey««< 
other than one he had got m May, 
I9tii tna 2 ay Congratulating him on the victory, and “ the ardour 

of his courage,'* and casually recommending the settlement of bis affairs in the 
Bohilla country, I was much concerned because the Governor's advice could not 
apply to the present time, and if the expedition should be disapproved it would 
not he in my power to quote Mr. Hastings* authority m favor of the under- 
taking. 

Srdly.—iy^Q Board had already declared the 40 lacks due to the Company. 

“ Considering our right to the sum stipulated for the present service, aa 
J8,,,} j(,, novo fully acquired, we have recommended to the 

No as. President to make immediate application for the 

payment of the forty lacks; ” a formal demand had accordingly been made for 
.a.»«krfthoVi,!oP TheBoBri the money* ;thw was in effect avou^ing that they 
»in«y. ready to lav hold of anything had already performed all that was meumbent on 
that arooid boar a dtipato them. Consequently that no furthej? service was 

due from their troops, without new stipulations for the advantsgie of the Com¬ 
pany and I intimate some tim^ before pretty plainly thai this was my own 
opinion. 

Bad I not therefore great reason to be apprehensive lest I should he told 
by the administration that my acquiescence with the Vizier’s desires bad rendered 
it impossible for them to make such stipulations with His Excellency; and I 
would ask, gentlemen, whether the treatment which I received in the course 
(ff avrespondeoce left me the smallest to doubt that if any unfortunate 
accident had happened during the second campaign, "of my own undertoking/* 
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foe fluoh it \rottld be tieeme<i, ererr i^ument would be laid hold of to screeu 
others from aud saddle me with the iUdignatiou of the Company. 

From what 1 hare already said, I think it must appear that I had very 
forcible reasons for the disinclination whioh I informed the Select Committee 
I should have at marching, and that in overcoming all these powerful causes of 
my embarrassment, 1 manifested even a superlative degree of attention to His 
Excellency’s wishes. But— 

This will be still more evident from the circumstance of my having 
marched while the troops were near three months in arrears of pay; for 
though I had made application to His Excellency on the 26th to pay up at 
least a part of the arrears, 1 had no success; he contented himself with signi* 
fying pleasantly to some of those about his person, ** that he bad then no silver 
except in bars; and that although he had bars he had no implement of coinage ” 
The only observation that occurred to me on this head was that if he carried 
the bars from his own Provinces, I was sorry he had not brought the necessary 
utensils, and that if he found the bars in the Bohilla country, to have been 
oon#istent in his plan, he should have forgot that he had them. 

But to inforce the argument arising from my having marched whilst the 
troops were so much in arrears. 


Be pleased to recollect that, according to my instructions, I had full autho¬ 
rity not only to discontinue the operations, but to c-ountermarch with the army 
in the event of His Excellency’s suffering himself to be m arrears of subsidy for 
the space of one month after the day on which it should have been paid. 

Now whilst it is evident that by adhering to the orders of the Board my 
conduct could not be liable to obaUenge, it is equally obvious that by acting 
thus, in direct contradiction to them, I showed a condescension to His Excel¬ 
lency, which independent of every other consideration is fully sufficient to 
destroy the calumnies with which this infiduous man would stab my reputation, 
for if I had been disposed to thwart his inclinations, I might have embraced 
tWs opportunity of doing it in security. 

Having therefore clearly established the falsity of the malicious insinu¬ 
ations which have been directed against me on account of the objections made 
to the movement from Bissonly, I shall now proceed to show that those whiph 
regard my subsequent conduct are no less slanderous and void of truth. 

Under every possible disadvantage we took the field in submission to the 
Caprice of this ungrateful ally,—every difficulty was struggled against with 
uncommon perseverance as you, gentlemen will be well convinced even from 
perusing very summary minutei ot occurrences taken down by one of my Aid- 
de-Camps, from which you will perceive that I persisted in keeping the field and 
Noi 19 and 24. dragging the Europeans along contrary to the 

s«eai<o a paper marked L wnttett opmion of the Surgeons. 


Our march was as expeditious as the season and the scarcity of provisions 
^ admit. His Excellency did me the ffivor of a 

visit almost every morning; he told me of his eipeo- 
tations that the Marrattas would make war on him as soon as possible A 
report also prevailed that Timur 8ha had determined to take the field against 
him, His Majesty Sha Allim was likewise exceedmgly disatisfied, ahd ready to 
adopt any measure to humiliate the Vizier; in short, accordmg to all advices, 
there were great appearances of a general fiame. 

The Nabob seemed therefore exceedingly uneasy lest the Eohillas should 
retire into the country between the mountains, and gam time until bis atten¬ 
tion should be called off by the Marrattas to the defence of hisown dominioiis 
in which case he would have enemies in front and rear, and all his ambitious 
iTo a schemes would fall to the ground. His Excellency, 

therefore, on the 12th of August, proposed to me to 
make overtures of accommodation to the fiohillas. The propositions were— 
that FusuUa should deliver up half his, effects to the Viziw who would give 
him a district sufficient for the miintenanoe of 16 thousand men in the country 
which Hu Excellent had latdy taken froin the Marrattas. * 
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Correspondence between iFuzuIla and nie had ceased from the 7th July, 
13 th Augast when the Vakeel was dismissed, till this day that 

26-®' I addressed him agreeably to the Vizier’s desire, 

inclosing a copy of His Excellency*s letter making the above propositions. 

On the 14th I advised the Committee of the Vizier’s wishes and proposal of 
settling matter amicably with the Eohillas 

On the 16th I received a reply from Fuzulla declining to accept the 
gg country taken from the Marrattas in the Doab; 

observing that m case of their approach he must 
either break his engagements with the Vizier and join them, or they would 
take the country from him, he therefore tendered half his effects to the Vizier 
for a settlement in the Rohilla country equal to that which His Excellency 
offered in the Doab 


Having communicated Euziilla's letter to the Nabob, His Excellency on 
the 17th of August addressed me thus — 

“ I have perused the copy of Fuzullah Khan’s letter that ye sent me and 
understand the particulars Do you write hdm a 
reply to this purport that of whatever effects he has 
he will give me half, and that I will give him country m the Doab winch I took 
from the Marrattas for the maintenance of 16,000 men, and that him and me 
will enter into mutual agreements, to which the English gentlemen shall 
accede, that in future if the Marrattas attempt to take the aforesaid country, I 
will ]om and assist Fuzulla Khan to oppose them; tins matter firmly agreed 
on and determined, I enter into by means of the English gentlemen Do you 
write to this purport to Fuzullah Khan that ho may be satisfied, I am ready to 
give the foresaid quantity of country and to aid and assist him sgamst the 
Marrattas, never, never, will I be neglectful m this matter.” 

Accordmgly I wrote to Fuzulla Khan inclosing a copy of His Excellency’s 
jg letter recommending him to accept of the conditions, 

or at least to come and discourse on the subject. 

In reply he observed that he was unable to write so much as he had to say, 
and requested I would send my Secretary to hear 
No 29 from him and relate to me all particulars His desire 

No 80 being communicated to the Vizier, His Excellency 

wrote to me on the 20th recommending a compliance with it, and containing the 
necessary instructions. In consequence of which I directed my Secretary to 
proceed immediately to the Rohilla Camp, and in older to obtain as much 
information as possible regarding the enemy’s post, I availed myself of this 
opportunity of sending Lieutenant Bruce, the Field Engineer, to make his observ¬ 
ations, that wo might profit thereby, in case the enemy should oblige us to 
attack them. 


On the 2l8C of August the Eugiacer sent me an account of the road to 
Lall-dang. 

“After crossing the Nulla at the village Bujonrie, distant from your 
gj camp about 4| coss, we entered a low jungle in which 

® are two deserted villages the wells of which afford 

plenty of good water; continuing our course northward, three coss further we 
arrived at the large village of Eumangur to the north-westwhrd of which is 
an open space (I think si^eiently large to encamp the Brigade), and musi 
be the last atage. Altering our route to N.-N.-West along the foot of the 
hills, an almost %mpen€trable jungle tinea each aide of the road. 'Another difficul¬ 
ty the troops will have to struggle with, is the want of water, except at a river 
two coss to the westward of Rumnagur. We did not meet wi^ a drop ef that 
element dunng a distance qf etglH coss when we arrived at the Rohilla encamp¬ 
ment ; the opening here is of very little extent, and must have been cleared by 
the Rohillas after their flight to Lall-dang ” 

At the same time that these two gentlemen were in the enemy’s oamp> 
Eliok Chan, the Vizier’s Minister, bad Agepts there offering all his influence to 
effect a setUemeut; this tended to give the Rohillas ooufidenoe; at the same 
169 P. D. 
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time that Lieutenant Brace being mx^ised bjr people who had eeeu him 
surveying, created suspicions of our intentions. 

Fuzulia Khan, however, declared his willingness to come to an interview 
with tbe Vizier, but his Chiefs would not consent to his leaving their strong- 
hold/ They proposed to send his eldest son accompanied with some of their 
own number; but His Excellency having refused to receive them, and the gentle¬ 
men being recalled on the 24th, correspondence dropt, and I resolved to move 
nearer the enemy in order, if possible, more effectually to distress them. 

On the 26th, attended by the Quartermaster-General, &c , I went twelve 
miles to reconnoitre tbe country between the Ganges 
“ * and the jungles, leaving the road which the Engi¬ 

neer had travelled to Lall-dang several coss on the right 

On the 27 th a body of the Nabob’s troops were ordered by my direction to 
No 32 proceed along the banks of the river towards 

No 88 Chaundy Gaut. The 28th I advanced with the 

Grenadier corps, five coss, and the Bngade under the command of Colonel Gailhez 
maro]}ed three ooss. I strengthened the advanced division of the array and gave 
the command of it to Lieutenant-Colonel Leslie. 

In consequence of an advice which I had early given to the Vizier, a party 
of Nigif Khan’s troops had come across the Doab, and posted themselves on 
the opposite banks of the river at Chaundy Gaut to prevent all supplies to tbe 
enemy from tbe western side of the Ganges 

On the 29th I rode out fourteen miles to reconnoitre tlie Eamnagur road. 

On the 30th ordered the Quartermaster-General to 
“ pitch upon a spot of ground for the Brigade to 

encamp upon, between Lieutenant-Colonel Leslie’s camp and the hills, and tbe 
Bngade accordingly took up that ground the next morning. 

First September, accompanied by the gentlemen of my family, I spent the 
gj day with His Excellency upon the banks of the 

Ganges 

All this time His Excellency was busied in intriguing with tbe Rohillas. 
Elich Khan and the Abysiman Mahomed Bushin Khan, by the Nabob’s desire, 
had set their emissaries at work; and m this manner the Nabob kept up a 
constant intercourse with the enemy. 


In consequence of which on the 2nd September His Excellency transmitted 
gj me a letter which he had received from Fuzullah 

° Khan professing obedience, and His Excellency also 

informed me that the Eohilla Chier had sent a trusty person to him to explain 
all matters. 


This day I ordered two Battalions of Grenadier sepoys to hold themselves 
2na Soptmber Tcadiness to attend me early on the 3rd on a 

party of obseivatxon, but on account of a severe fall 
of rain that morning I was obliged to countermand the order On the 4th, 
No 83 however, I went escorted by the said two Battalions 

of Grenadier sepoys five coss, and with a body 
of the Nabob’s best horse, advanced two coss further, when I arrived at an 
almost impenetrable jungle where only one horseman could pass. I desired the 
Nabob’s Bildars and Tavildars might he employed to cut a road through it. 


Very severe rain on the 6th; the 6th I again rode out to examine the Ram- 
j,o 85 “ag'ir J^oad. On the 7th His Excellency transmitted 

me a copy of the answer which be sent to the letter 
he had received from Fuzulia Khan on the 2nd, imputing that if he did not 
accept of the former terms further discourseSvas needless. Notwithstanding 
all whiel^ His Excellency’s Agents were still employed. Severe rains on the 8th 
and 9th On the 10th, having visited His Excellency, ho acquainted me that 
the situation of the Rohillas was very hard; that after the rains ceased tho 
No 85 water from the hills would kill them, " perhaps,” 

added Hie Excellency; “ with these new gentlemen 
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nm meaiUret map take placed This was not the only time he had expressed 
himself in that manner. the advices which he had early received from the* 
Presidency created him no small uneasiness; he became more anxious, however, 
to settle with Euzulla,'and m order to effect it he doubled his Agents and his 
industry. 

On the 11th I received a reply from the Select Committee to my letters of 
the 19th and 24th July, and upon the strength of the approbation of my con¬ 
duct in moving from Bissonly without waiting for an answer to my address of 
the 29th July, I sent immediate notice to His Excellency that I would press 
upon the enemy as soon as possible. 

His Excellency visited me on the 12th, and without taking any notice of 
my message of the preceding day, told me that the Eohillas were in the most 
distressed situation; that the Chiefs threatened to desert Euzulla; upon ray 
advising him to offer them service he replied that he had done so, and also 
security to all who would quit the enemy’s camp. 

But nothing can more clearly demonstrate how wishful the Vizier was to 
avoid an attack and bring the Kohillas to an agreement; nothing can jnore 
incontestibly prove that the delay’s which he would impute to me were really 
his own than the following circumstance. 

On the 13th I resolved to ride out next morning to observe what progress 
the Nabob’s Bildara and Tavildars had made in cutting the road ; and to pene¬ 
trate as much further as I could into the jungle for the sake of observation, 
expecting also to have an opportunity of surprizing some of the enemy’s 
advanced posts. 


Pursuant to this design I applied to His Excellency for a strong body of bis 
jg troops to attend me His Excellency returned for 

” answer “ that he had put himself under a course of 

physic which would continue six daps, for which time he begged that I would 
defer the attack, as then he should be able to accompany me.” 

Although I thought this a very unmihtary preparation, I was willing to 
leave His Excellency to his own mode of whitting his courage, but thinking it 
necessary for me in the meantime to obtain as perfect a knowledge as possible 
gg of the ground we should have occasion to act upon, 

“ I replied that I only meant to go in front to 

examine the road, and therefore desired His Excellency would send the escort 
demanded. Before my note had reached His Excellency, he sent a message 
importing that lie was treating, and on receipt of my note he returned another, 
desiring I would be governed by his pleasure and defer the expedition 

This day two Embassadors came from Fuzulla to the Vizier on the 
No 38 invitation of His Excellency. Puzulla’s Vakeel 

14th sciitoinber, brought me also a letter, and informed me that the 

Vizier had made proposals of accommodation to bis master, but that he would * 
g' trust the English only I observed that it was pro- 

° bable his Master would not have many days to con¬ 

sider, and sent himself and the letter to His Excellency 

On the 16th I acknowledged the Select Committee’s letter of the 18th 
August and advised them of the Vizier’s mode of proceeding. 

" His Excellency has several persons employed in endeavouring to settle 
with Fuzulla, or to detach the Eohilla Sardars from the ooinraon cause, hut 
I am afraid he discovers too much anxiety, and renders the enemy more back¬ 
ward m coming to terms than they otherwise would be.” 

September the 16th, after some oonferencea with the Vakedis, His Excel¬ 
lency acquainted me that he would make Fuzulla Collector of the Kevenues 
^ of EoUilohnnd, allowing six lacks for his expenses, 

° ‘ and desired 1 would therefore address the Eohillas 

to that purpose, which I did accordingly. 

Pis Excellency had so many schemes and so many agents to conduct 
them that it was impossible to know his real intentions, but it wa^ evident'tbst 
he was departing from his former rosolutions. We had Some time before 
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refused to receive Fuzullah’s eldest son accompanied bjr some of th# principal 
Chiefs, and he had now not only admitted two Chiefs without the son but sent 
several Sirdars to invite and conduct them to his camp. 

On the 17th I acquainted the Governor of these circumstances, and on the 
18th took occasion to repeat the offer of the service 
of the troops and to inform His Excellency that 

they were in readiness. 

The two Vakeels remained in his camp, and were entertained several days 
by Bushier Khan, &c , by order of His Excellency. 

On the 19th I received a letter from Euzullah, m answer to that which I 
had addressed to him on the 16th by desire of the 
° ^ Vizier, and having transmitted it to His Excellency, 

he sent me the following reply — 

“ The letter of Euzullah Khan wdiich you sent me to peruse, I have 
^ received and clearly understand. I desire the death 

“ of no Mussulman, and therefore have fixed on this 

plan jtvhich I now write. Do you acquaint Euzullah Khan from yourself that the 
Nabob Vizier will settle a jaghir of ten lacks of rupees per year on him of tho 
Rohilleund country, and he shall keep two or three thousand men as household 
servants along with him. That troops of tli# Nabob shall be stationed in the 
country, that the troops and Chiefs of Khutur Rohilleund shall be taken into 
service, but shall not remain with him If this is agreeable to Euzullah Khan 
do you write him to come into you When ho comes I will have an interview 
with him, and if he desires it shall rent or supervise the whole Rohilla country 
which shall be settled face to face. But whatever effects he may have half 
shall bo given to me, and the troops of Khutur or Rohillas that arc with him 
shall not remain ” 


Thus, gentlemen, you find that in emerging from his Hebdomadal purgation 
the Vizier became a most devout and excellent Mussulman. The near approach 
of “ these new gentlemen ” seemed also to operate powerfully on flis Excellency 

Agreeable to his wishes I sent a copy of his letter to the Rohilla Chief, 
„ , and recommended to him to accept of tho Vizier’s 

proposals—at all events to return a speedy reply. 

Erom this time we had very heavy rams for several successive days, and no 
answer being anved from Euzullah, I wrote him 
a note on the 26th demanding an immediate 
No 45 reply 

Afterwards on the same day an answer was received from Euzullah, 
^ importing that if the Vizier would not giant either 

of his former requests fate must determine between 
them. 

I saw no longer any prospects of peace, which I accordingly wrote to the 
' Select Committee the same day that the above answer came to hand. 

On the 26th the Vizier favored mo with a visit, when it was resolved to 
move the army nearer to Lall-dang as the most 
' probable means of " bringing the BohtUae to terms." 

I ordered the troops to. hold themselves in readiness to march the 29th in 
27 th September the moming; and the division under Colonel Gailhez 

^ to take the ground occupied by the Grenadier 

Corps 

Well assured of the great advantages the enemy Imd in the strength of 
28th septamber. Situation, Sensible that nothing hut the strict¬ 

est observance of good - order coiild ensure our 
succera, and having reason to be suspicious lest the troop«, mindful of past 
n^ledts, should suffer their discontent to get the better of their moderation and 
impell them to disperse in search of plunder, I assembled the field ofdcers at 
jjp 40 head-barters. Some proposed to stipulate With 

Hw Excellency for twenty, some for fifteen, 
xndiithe most for ten lacks in lieu of plunder, and that the troops should be 
acquainted of it before the attack;* 
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, I to^ the gentlemea that if His Excellenoy^ should offer five lacks, I 
thoud^t that It would be advisable to acoept of them both on account of the 
imminent dan^r which would insue from any disorder of the troops, and the 
small probability of discovering the riches of a people accustomed to bury their 
treasure, declaring however my wishes that the v^izier might offer a larger sum. 
The gentlemen satisfied of my good inclmations said no more on the subject. 


In conformity to the injunctions of the administration, I desired His Excel* 
. A ^ sigmfy lu Writing that it was now his 

Bo.rd'.hl.tr«ctio„B.pa«gr.ph4 

Eusullah in his entrenchments: His Excellency accordingly did so. 


And though I was unable to mount my horse without assistance, having 
been confined to my tent by a severe illness from the 19th, I advanc^ with 
the front division of the army 4 coss towards the enemy. 

Mention being made to His Excellency of the plunder, he observed that 
he had certain intelUgenoe where the nchea of the enemy lay buried, that he 
knew the English could never discover the treasure ; and therefore he would 
not give them one cowrie,—a circumstance which I thought it prudent to 
conceal carefully from the knowledge of the troops. 

On the 30th I proceeded four ooss further: the Brigade under Colonel 
Gailliez taking up our last ground 


This day I received a letter from the Select Committee of the 8th Septem- 
her expressing their satisfaction at the Vizier^s 
^ “ intention of terminatmg the war by an accommo¬ 

dation, and their hopes that His Excellency would be disposed to conciliate 
thetr a^ectioM to hta Oovernmeni by acceding to lenient terms'* 


Being now arrived near the Rohillas who were very strongly posted and 
liad thiown up works in their trout, it became necessary to advance by regular 
approaches, and before evening a work was estab- 
” lished sufficient to cover 1,200 men hut it was 


agreed to give the enemy the option of accepting the terms offered by His 
Excellency, or stand the consequences, which was accordingly done in the 
following letter. 


“ This day I am arrived with my army near the foot of the hills; hut as 
jg friendship has been formed between us, I perform 

my part, and tell you that ye still have opportunity 
of coinciding to the Nabob Vizier’s oilers, which were before sent ye, and of 
coming hither, this is the best advice ye can follow There has been discourse 
between the Nabob Vizier and me; when the Nabob said and confirmed tW 


whenever you would accede to his proposals that something should he settled for 
every Chief with ye. Now the Nabob Vizier has said and has written this con¬ 
formably to your request. My advice is this • do you now come here and agree 
to this, for I do not desire that the blood of the people be spilt. Motives of 
friendship induce mo again to write ye on this subject If ye will not accept 
of this, and will not come, the fault is not mine, as I have done everything in 
^my power. Now for what may insue ye and jrour Chiefs are answerable. In 
case ye consent and come in, write me and 1 will send a proper person to con¬ 
duct ye; in this there is neither prejudice or danger. If ye will not agree let m^ 
certainly have your reply this day.” . 

"In the meantime however our whrks were carried on with all-possible dili- 
genoe. Bush fighting all this day* between small 
* scouting parties! of both armies. A few more of the 

Nhhobs and of the enemy said to have been killed. Advised th|k (^mittee of 
the posture of affairs, and of the last offer made to Euzullah. 


Next morning, the IstOclobe]^ the Bohilla Chief sent atfuhsatiS^toipr 
„ reply. I leocnnoitred the road Several miles in 

“' front j many abets fired by the enemy. Bitched 

a spot for est^hlishinl; our second works. 

, JUmut i^oon a mau from* EttzuUah to inform me that he would 
oeisfeidttb dome in next <iay* I eould not give mvself leave to rely impoitly on 
itis assurance \ hut having infOnn^ vi^er ci the Uheumstiinoe ho ekppMsdd 
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Very early on the following morning I advanced with a strong body of 
the combined armies to the ground which had been pitched upon for our 
second approach. From thence I dispatched Fuzullah’s messenger to inform his 
master that I was so far advanced with the army to pay him a visit at Lall- 
daiig. All industry used to establish our post. Many shots fired in the jungles 
on our flanks 

About two hours after the messenger’s departure a Chief came to inform 
me that if our advanced parties were re-called Fuzullah would come out. At 
noon notice being brought that he was approaching; I sent a field officer and 
the Persian interpreter to escort him through our advanced parties, and on his 
arrival immediate advices bemg sent to His Excellency, he appointed the 
next morning to receive him. 

Accordingly Fuzullah was presented to the Vizier on the 3rd; at that 
meeting nothing passed but compliment. However, 
His Excellency afterwards addressed me thus: — 

“ I before wrote ye that if Fuzullah Khan would come in and meet us, a 
jaghir for ten lacks of rupees of the Eohilcund 
“ ® country should be conferred on him, that he should 

keep two or three thousand people with him as attendants and that of his effects 
lialf should be taken Now that he has come in, m consideration of hi« coming, 

I will present him with two lacks more, and twelve lacks of the Rohilcund 
country including his former districts, shall bo given as a jaghir, and of his 
effects half shall be taken In this estate of twelve lacks Fuzullah Khan is 
at liberty to keep five persons or five thousand, but he must not keep one 
more than five thousand, and to content him, and the people with him, I will 
entertain in my own service from ten to fifteen thousand, and they shall be 
stationed where he chuses, and shall receive their pay from me " 

I communicated the Vizier’s pleasure to the Eohilla lu the evening. He 
acknowledged the generosity of the offer, but remarked that twelve lacks 
would be insufficient for the maintenance of ail his relations and dependants, 
and intreated I would request of the Vizier to increase the jagliir. 

I said I would endeavour but gave him no hopes of success, and the 
following 18 the letter which I addressed to the 
Vizier on the subject — 

“ I conversed with Fuzullah Khan last night on the subject of the jaghir, 
4th October and told him yo had agreed to settle twelve lacks 

of rupees on him which it was advisable he 
accepted. Ho replied he did not desire a settlement for the troops with him, 
but tliat he had a great number of relations and dependants who had been with 
him from their births and from whom he could not part, and that the twelve 
lacks of rupees ye had conferred would be small for thu support of tho whole. 
He therefore intreated ye would graciously bestow what would he suflploient for 
their maintenance he hopes ye will be pleased to make some addition, and I 
also give you this trouble that if ye think it proper and advisable to comply 
that ye will do so favor me however with your pleasure in reply,” ' ^ 

His Excellency replied “ that be could not do more for FuzuHah Khan,” 
Afterwards he sent his minister Elich Chan requesting to make ea^|uiry ooncein* 
mg Fuzullah Khan’s circumstances and desires. ' > ' 

This being done, Fuzullah gave in a statement specifying that he hfid in 
silver one lack fourteen thousand rupees and one look seventeen thousand, three 
hundred and eighty-eight gold moburs which he valued at 20 Burrelly rupees 
each, besides his jewels and other effects, of which he could not giT» an eatimite - 
without returning to his entrenchment. He solicited Elich Chan to intercede for. 
him with His Excellency for an increase of the jaghir, and upon Elich Chau’s 
report of these matters the Nabob addressed me thus .— 

“ Previous to this ye vrrote me that Fuzullah Khan wouH accept of a’, 
jaghir of twelve lacks of n^ees; in reply it was written if he- w<mld 
accept of that sum, ye wdipid return him to the entrenohaaenfi, as 3|. would nut ■ 
give anything more • after that I sent Elich Chan to ye to leatn the ubu dittoj ,.,’' 
^> 0 ., of Fuzullah Khan; and from his report X fiad thai ! 
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a jaghir of fourteen lacks and seventy-five thousand rupees. I therefore gave 
you this trouble to acquaint you that that sum is not very great; and in 
consideration of ]Fuzullah Khan's coming in, a jaghir for fourteen lacks and 
seventy-five thousand rupees shall be given him. Do yo bring Fuzullah Khan 
along with you hither to me to-morrow morning, and I will give a jaghir for 
fourteen lacks and seventy-five thousand rupees, and will take half of his 
effects. "When ye come I will have further conversation with ye.” 

Accordmg to His Excellency’s request I waited upon him on the morning 
of the 6th accompanied by Fuzullah Khan, when they settled the terms of 
accommodation. 

On the 7th His Excellency nsited me. Fuzullah Khan, being sent for, the 
mutual writings were framed by His Excellency, and the only amendment made 
at the desire of Fuzullah was, that he should'^be at libeity to correspond with 
the English. 

I remarked that there was no mention made of the division of the effects, 
upon which His Excellency said he would be contented with the half whatever 
it might be. 

It was afterwards found however that the omission was intentional, and 
with a view to squeeze Fuzullah Khan as much as possible. Accordingly from 
this time till the 14th the Nabob’s Minister and 
° Fuzullah Khan had daily conferences on that 

subject The Bohilla advanced the equity of the Vizier’s accepting half his 
effects of every kind. Conformalde to His Excellency’s ongmal and repeated 
stipulation, Elich Chan insisted bn receiving money only, and I also being 
willing to promote the Nabob’s interest, Fuzullah was importuned so much that 
he was constrained to give fifteen laclcs of rupees m order to satisfy the Vizier 

A dispute then arose concerning the species of rupees, Elich Chan was desired 
to go and settle that point, and he returned immediately saying that His Excel¬ 
lency agreed to receive Birrelly rupees, and had also signified his wishes to see 
Fuzullah Khan and me, as he intended to proceed next day towards Feizabad 
I waited on him accordingly, and after some conversation we took leave. 

His Excellency marched very early next morning. An altercation then 
epsued between Fuzullah Khan and iSlich Chan regarding the value of the 
gold mohurs which was also compromised by me, and my decision referred to 
His Excellency who in the evening transmitted to mo the following letter — 

*‘The pains and trouble you have taken in settling this business of 
Fuzullah Khan, is beyond the power of writing to express. In all respects you 
gg have acted to my satisfaction, and in no respect con- 

“ trary to xt. I esteem this as pure friendship in you.” 


Thus, gentlemen, I have given you a particular detail of the transactions of 
the campaign. All the correspondence which passed between Fuzullah Khan 
and'toe is before you It appears that that carried on at Bissonly was duly com¬ 
municated to the vizier and to the Governor That the pioposition for renew¬ 
ing it came from the Nabob himself on the 12th of October,—that the continu¬ 
ation of it was at his express desire. That I did not take a single step from the 
beginning to the end of this business, but by his direction and approbation 
with which you find the whole is closed. 

In the course of what has been promised, I have therefore already fully 
confuted the ’Vizier’s calumnies, but I sha^l nevertheless glance pver His Excel¬ 
lency’s letter once more and take notice of such parts as may have hitherto 
escaped n^e. 


^‘Consider, my friend,” s^ys His Excellency repeatedly to Mr. Hastings, 
“ that' it was my absolute determination to extirpate the JRoMltaa, and that I 
peqmeted the atmtance qf the Englieh for that purpose.’* 

> However well it is known that His Excellency is equal to the barbanous 
for wliidh be thus publicly and danngly avow^, he solicited the aid of 
la it possible we can bMieve that the i^ectable gentleman here 
llpiuo# ^uld have been privy to so horrid a purpose; could he have so entirely 
the fee|S|igs of humanity ? Could hehax|||||||^so*lo8tto every sense of 
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honor as to prostitute the English trooM, and to stain the glory of the British 
name by subscribing to a preconcerted massacre ? What is not Eis Excellency 
capable of advancing. 

“ If the Colonel had even consulted me on the occasion it tcoutd not have been 
signified', but when I gave him a clear answer, and absolutely refused m^ 
consent to the proposals for an accommodation, was it proper for him to conti¬ 
nue the negotiation.” 

If I had not consulted him, gentlemen, how could he have refused his con' 
sent. I have already shown that the moment I was told that it could not be 
for the interest of the Company to receive three hundred thousand pounds for 
their influence as mediators in an honorable peace which would have brought 
four hundred thousand pounds annually mto the coffers of the Vizier, I submitted 
to the authority with implicit obedience though I could not chime with the 
propriety or i/isdom of tlie doctrine. 

I should have thought myself excusable even if I had not consulted the 
Vizier on this occasion; the fact, however, is that I did communicate all country 
correspondence to him, but His ISxcellency seems to have an insuperable anti¬ 
pathy to tiuth. 

“ At last, perceiving that Fuzullah Ehan encouraged by his correspondence 
with the English assembled his forces, and daily became more formidable, I 
determmed, though it was in the height of the rains, of bringing him to punish¬ 
ment ” 

One part of this sentence, like the former, destroys and belies the other. 
After the setting in of the rains it was impossible Fuzullah Khan could get a 
reinforcement of men, it was impossible he could wish for them, because he 
could not even give them grain to feed upon. 

But it IS demonstrable that the Vizier himself did not believe what is 
written in that paragraph , he says the enemy were encouraged by the English, 
and yet he would make the very same English bring those whom he alledges 
they favored to punishment 

This would indeed be an extraordinary proof of his absolute power over us, 
but it would be to carry the idea too far The Vizier is wiser than to have 
taken an expedition depending on the support of troops supposed to be attached 
to his enemies. 

His Excellency knew perfectly that I was anxious to return to Calcutta 
and that 1 had determined to set off in a very few days, if he had entertained any 
suspicion of my fidelity, would he not have gladly concealed his intentions of 
moving till after my departure. 

” You certainly have not a map of the country, &c ” I remember inform¬ 
ing both the Vizier and the Committee that I would march to Nigubgur, but 
that I did not think myself authorized to go further His Excellency observed 
with an unbecoming air of ridicule, “ if Nigibgur is on the other side of the 
Ganges or of the hills, no matter, the English troops shall not go thither,” 

Now, gentlemen, I had told him that I would go to Nigibgur; wherefore 
59 then such a wanton display of petulence ; the im^ 

propriety of it neither escaped the notice of his ” sin¬ 
cere well-wisher,” Mr Middleton, or of my inteipreter. I pointed at it in my 
letter to the Committee, but they suffered themselves to overlook the disrespect 
to the Commander-in-Chief forgetting or chusing to forget, that an indignity to 
him was in effect an insult to the Government 


” When we arrived afterwards at Duttugur and Fuzulla Khan was at the 
distance of 15 coss from us at the foot of the mountains, I determined to march 
forwaid and attack him; the Colonel again delayed, &g.” 

I have clearly established by His Excellency’s own letters, &o, in a regular 
chain that the overtures of accommodation made on the 13th August and the 
subsequent intercourse on that subj^ect was at h4 
express desire; the truth is that he never had an id^ 
of attacking the enemy |||e had declared onginally and invariably that bis 
resolution was “to starve ^— ” 
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It was agreed on the 24th to approach nearer them; on tlie 26tli I went 
twelve miles to look for ground, 27 th, a body of liis troops were sent forward by 
my desire, on the 28th the whole army advanced, 29th, I rode twenty-eight 
miles examining the country, 30th, the Quartermaster-General pitched on 
ground for the Brigade to advance, to which they did on the 31st in order com¬ 
pletely to environ the enemy 

2nd September, I found that His Excellency was treating with the 
enemy that he had received a Vakeel, and you see 
him busied in the same manner during the remain¬ 
der of the campaign, after I had offered him the seivice of the tioops to storm 
the enemies’ entrenchments, you find he denied me even the liberty of reconnoi¬ 
tring 

“ For four or five days after this, the 2<|jth August, the conferences were 
gg broke off, after which Omar Cawn and two other 

Sidars came fiom Fu7ul]ah to mo with proposals 
of peace. I asked them why they had taken such measuies as to oblige mo to 
march against them in the rainy season; they replied we remained peaceably 
at the extremity of the countiy without any foice , but wlicn a coiiespondence 
was set on foot by means of the English Chiefs, they wiote to Fuzullah Khan 
to take some stop that might make it appeal that bo was in a situation to 
opposo the army of the Vizier by whuli means Ins affairs would be settled 
Encouraged by the advice of the English Chiefs, Fuzullah Khan assembled tins 
number of tioops and sent them toNigibabad, otherwuso how would he liavo 
taken such a step ” 

From the 23rd August I had the least intercourse with the Bohillas till 
the 16th September,—that I wwoto Fuzullah a letter desire of the Vizier ofVei- 
ing him the Colloctoisliip of Rohilcund. It w'as about the l-tth that Omar 
Cawn and Baliaduv Cawn had come to Uis Excellency m consequence of 
Mutegliim Cawn, Ahduichman Cawn, and Meer Moghul, and others h.iving 
been lepeatodly sent to the enemies’ camp to pievail with Fuzullah to send out 
some Sirdar to temporize with His Excellency. 

Tho story winch he would put into their mouths is truly a knavish one, 
but foi genes of this kind geueially detect themselves 

Amir Cawn is a soldier, who, it is well known, has ever held the Vizicr’s 
character in detestation Bahadur Cawn is the brother-in-law of Fuzullah , can 
we suppose then that these gentlemen w'ho bad come entrusted with a negocia- 
tion for their friend and tor their kindred should have talked to His Excellency 
in a manner so destitute of truth, so wnde of their purpose, and, had tho report 
been true, so ruinous to their interest with tho English , most coitamly wo can¬ 
not believe it 

His Excellency makes these two Chiefs tell him “ that they had no force,” 
which was an ahsuidity too gross for them to have said, he makes them charge 
Fuzullah Khan witli the folly of increasing his numbers at a time when he 
could not subsist the troops he already had. His Excellency concludes with 
makmg the Chiefs ask the question, “ how could Fuzullah have taken such a 
step as sending his troops to Negubadad if he had not been encouraged to do it ” 

It would not ho more preposterous m His Excellency to represent thorn 
ridiculous enough to have asked how it w'as possible that a people m want of 
food should be susceptible of hunger, the dreadful prospects of which had made 
them endeavour to collect all tho gram they could before our near approach 

“ Our 3 oint forces marched near the encampment of Fuzullah, and prepared 
to attack it; but there was still a private intelligence between the Colonel and 
Fuzullah, encouraged by which Fuzullah rode out of his own encampment and 
came to the Colonel.” 

It is astonishing with what effrontery His Excellency advances these 
untruths. I have already, gentlemen, informed you ot all the intercourse I ever 
had with the Rohillas. I did not write a lettei^to any native during the 
campaign but such as went through my interpret* That gentleman had my 
Persian seals in his custody from the time I left Bfliras in march till after my 
return to Calcutta; and I desire that he and my S^etary and every person who 
159 F. D. 
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may be supposed to have had any share of my oohfidence he called before you 
and interrogated whether they know or believe that I at any time carried on 
any sinister correspondence with the enemy. 

“ The day Fuzullah came out the English troops were ready to quarrel 
with mine, It is the first time I ever heard of it. 

Colonel Leslie and Major Hannay who commanded the advanced division 
of the army are in town, and will I am pursuaded if called upon, satisfy you 
that this allegation is totally void of foundation. “ I wrote to the Colonel that 
it Fuzullah would not agree to these offers, to send him away I also sent 
Mohomed Elich Chan to explain these particulars more fully to the Colonel ” 

What explanation did so express a desire require The Vizier’s own letter 
of the 6th October best tells why he sent his Minister “ I sent him to enquire 
into Fuzulla’s condition, &o At last I saw that I would displease the Colonel 
by insisting on the former conditions. I was compelled to give fourteen lacks 
and seventy-five thousand rupees of country.” 

The conclusion of my letter of the 4th October speaks for itself,—how far 
I went in this matter “ He Fuzullah Khan hopes ye will bo pleased to make 
some hddition, and I also give ye this trouble that if ye think it proper and 
advisable to comply that ye will do so, favor me, however, with your pleasure 
m reply ” 

It was after Elich Chan intercession and report that His Fxcellenoy 
resolved to make a seeming increase of two lacks seventy-five thousand rupees 
to the twelve lacks formerly offered. 

You will admire His Excellency’s address and management m this busi¬ 
ness 

Instead of making a real addition to the jaghir ho gave districts which 
had till then only paid twelve lacks forty-five thousand rujiees, and obliged the 
llohilla Chief to receive them at an increased valuation of fourteen lacks 
seventy-five thousand rupees so that in fact His Excellency only made an addi¬ 
tion of forty-five thousand rupees to the twelve lacks offered in his letter of the 
3rd October, and in place of a settlement of fourteen lacks seventy-five thou¬ 
sand Fuzullah got only a jaghir of twelve lacks forty-five thousand rupees 

“Briefly, after a great deal of trouble and argument, this affair was thus 
settled, tliat Fuzullah Khan should give me fifteen lacks of rujiees and take 
a country amounting to fourteen lacks seventy-five thousand rupees You will 
consider that when these conferences were set on foot the Colonel observecl 
to me that Fuzullah had one lack and some thousand gold raohurs, and one 
lack of rupees amounting to fifteen or sixteen lacks, of which I should take 
half, but afterwards when the affair was settled, Fuzullah Khan gave me fifteen 
lacks of rnpees • consider, then, if Fuzullah was only possessed of this much, 
would he have given me all his property ” 

The first and only enquiry regarding the Bohilla Chief’s nches was in 
consequence of the Nabob’s own desire of the 6 th October, and according to the 
account given in by Fuzullah Khan he had near 25 lacks m money besides his 
jewels and effects. 

The argument to give the jaghir for the fourteen lacks seventy-five thou¬ 
sand rupees was signed on the 7th October, but the stipulation for the fifteen 
locks in lieu of half of the effects did not take place till the 16th 

The Vizier purposely omitted mention of the effects to leave room for the 
after game, which he put in practice, insomuch that although the Eobilla 
repeatedly offered to deliver over halt of his effects of every kind on oath, the 
Nabob declined to receive them, hence Fuzullah was necessitated to agree to 
give a sum of money nearly equal to two-thirds of all his fortune; for His 
Excellency not only took fifteen lacks, but the helpless Chief was obliged to 
pay away his gold mohirs at a great discount, the Vizier allowing only 16^ 
Benlly rupees for each, M|bough I have been assured that they usually pass in 
that country for about tiHfety Benlly rupees. The Nabob therefore owes his 
getting so large a share oflfte unljappy Fuzullah’s fortune to His Excellency’s 
chicane not to his own juw||p. 
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’ After the conclusion of the peace, His Excellency says “ then the follow¬ 
ing proposition was made to me that I should take twenty lacks from Fuzullah 
and give him the whole Robilla country.’* 

I never heard,of such a proposition. 

“ Before I marched from Bissonly, Mr Roberts came td me from the Colonel 
and informed me that conferences for an accommodation with Fuzullah were on 
foot and that it was adviseable I should]agree to them. My friend, this is ‘called 
giving advice m Hindostan ’ I think this is for the best you must do so. When 
the English Chiefs are continually sending me these messages, how could I 
refuse to satisfy them ” 

Wliy docs His Excellency lead us hack to Bissonly; we have seen the whole 
that passed there Wc have seen that he lejected the overtures nay m the very 
letter undei consideration he says “ hut token 1 gave him a clear answer and 
absolutely refused my consent, ^c and yet in another place he has the 
modesty to ask “ how could I refuse to satisfy the English Chiefs, &c ” Strange 
incongruity endeavoring by a studied confusion of times and circumstances to 
make the effects of low cunning supply the want of truth and leasou “ In 
the like manner the several letters which the Colonel caused me to write at the 
conclusion of this affair I gave out of respect to him ” 

I am greatly indebted to His Excellency for professions, but cannot say 
that 1 have ever had occasion to thank him for any real mark of respect. 
His Excellency m particulai owed me no respect of tlie nature ho mentions 
here for aitliough ho applied to me at Bissonly, when bis shameful conduct 
rendered him odious over all the country, when he was spoken of with irrever¬ 
ence even by his own slaves, for a letter or testimony under my hand in his 
vindication, ! declined giving it. 

Therefore it is improbable that His Excellency’s politeness m repugnance 
to his conviction would carry him so far as to pay 
“ ^ me a compliment which my regard for truth had 

made me deny to him. 

It was matter of no moment whether I had received the letter of the 15th 
of October or not, those which His Excellency addressed to me so frequently 
during the course of the negotiation being very sufficient to shew that I was 
guided by his pleasure. 

I therefore owe nothing to His Excellency’s respect for me, but I owe 
much to that part of the Board’s instructions which directed me to do nothing 
material without requiring His Excellency’s desire in writing, for if I had not 
got that “ necessary pt eoautwn,” as it was emphatically called, by those who 
know His Excellency better than I did, it is probable I should have trusted too 
much to his word, and not have had those written authorities to produce in 
support of my conduct. 

There cannot be a more striking instance of his meanness than the present, 
in order as he apprehends the better to gloss over the immemorable liberties 
ho has taken with truth, be has laid aside all the dignity of a man, and con¬ 
descended to subject himself to the opinion of being thought a dupe. 


On the same system he might say that the letter which he addressed to 
23 Mr. Hastings promising the forty lacks to the Oom- 

“ pauy was mere matter of courtesy, indeed we have 

detected him m endeavoring to falsify that letter. 


I foretold as early as April 1774, about the time we entered the Rohilla 
«lb. His BxoeUeney would act regarding 


With respect to the refusal of two Battalions to accompany him to his 
Subah, he asked for none, he desired the Brigade, or at least two Battalions, 


hich I refused, but not 
hat appeared sufficient 


might be left at Sukertal,^ 
without assigning reason 
to His Excellency. i 
** An English gentleman plundered a Chief in iVarmy of a palanquin and 
pair of looking glasses, &c.” 





64 


Tlie easy temper of this Chief m suffering himself to be robbed with impu¬ 
nity is not perfectly consistent with the character of heroism and independent 
spirit which His Excellency would elsewhere attribute to Ins Sirdars. 

The Vizier would bring our troops even under a level with his own Banditti; 
and truly His Excellency has exemplified the depiedations of the English by an 
instance worthy of himself.' It is painful to follow him through his jumble 
of untruth and inconsistencies, but as this accusation is derogatory to the 
character of English officers, it becomes necessary to enquire into the story of 
the Chief of the Mirrors. 

The palanquin alluded to was said to have been lost on the 23rd April on 
the field of battle. 

"Whilst His Excellency was exalting over the pale head of Ilufez, whilst 
we should suppose that joy at his success had entirely occupied his mind, wo 
find it susceptible of meanness, for the very next day after the action he com¬ 
plained of the loss his Sirdar had met with, and alleged that the articles taken 
from him were in the possession of some person belonging to the 10th Battalion 
of Sepoys 

In consequence of this representation I directed one of my Aide-de-Camp 
gij to write a note to Captain Sevan desiring the palan- 

“ qum might be delivered up if it could be found. 


Captain Bevan addressed himself m answer to Captain Aleen Macpiierson, Aido-de- 
Camp 

Sir,— “ My Commandant yesterday took the shell of a palanquin cut in 
two in three places, from which circumstance I should imagine it i: not the 
one meant ; however I have ordered him to deliver it to the bearer agreeable to 
the Commander-in-Chiefs orders, which you will please to acquaint him of,” 

“ The Nabob’s people kept the said shell notwithstanding which IIis Excel¬ 
lency sent me another message coucernmg the palanquin, and my Aide-de Camp 
wrote a second time to Captain Bevan 

“ The Nabob has again spoke to the Colonel upon the subject of the palan- 
qum, I befoie wrote you about, and persists that 
It IS ID the possession of some one of your 
Battalion ” 

The Commander-in-Chief theiefore directs that you will be pleased to 
order it to be delivered up to the bearer, who is to have permission to go into 
the lines of your Battalion to show you where it is." 


Captain Bbvan leplied — 


Sir,—” You will please to acquaint the Commander-in-Chief that I have 
given the Nabob’s man permission to go through 
*" my hues, and if there is any palanquin there, that he 

can lay proper claim to I will order it to be delivered to him , but at the same 
time must request that as the palanquin I formerly sent was not the one required, 
it may bo returned to my Commandant whose property it is ” 

I heard nothing more concerning any palanquin, excepting that a consider¬ 
able time afterwards some of the Nabob's people impudently forced from a 
servant of Ensign Eamsay’s a palanqum bamboo, which it was found belonged 
to that officer 


This IS another circumstance that may well serve to illustrate thq degree 
of insolence at which even the Nabob’s menial servants had arrived. 


“ "Whenever the Ei* 
all the villages around m 
these, these things were! 
who were unfortunate er 
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lish army encamped they committed such violences in 
^ as to render them quite desolate, &c. My friend, 
wealth of these poor people ”—poor people indeed 
Agh to come under the iron grasp of Soujah. 
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Though such a liberty with the discipline of the troops is one of those 
extravagancies which carries its own discredit along with it, yet it is such a reflec- 
tionon the English army and on me as Oon|mander-in-Chief, that I must request 
of you, gentlemen, to call upon Colonel Gailliez, Major Mackenzie, and other 
field officers of the 2nd Brigade, to give you a report upon honor of the beha¬ 
viour of the troops during the Rohilla war. 

It may not in the meantime be improper to observe that on our way from 
Shawbad to Pulibeet, it was usual to send safeguards to the villages contiguous 
to head-quarters, to preserve them from destruction , but the moment the Sepoys 
were withdrawn to proceed on their march, the villages were set on flames hy 
way of Bonfire for His Excellency. 

Afterwards, when we were cantoned at Bissonly, many jemadars who 
resided at the distance of ten, twenty and thirty miles, very frequently sent to 
entreat for even one Sepoy to protect them, and though they could not always 
be supplied, it is sufficient to show the opinion which the natives entertained of 
our troops 

Besides my Aide-de-Camps, who had the chaise of detaching these Sepoys, 
several other officers in town are perfectlv acquainted with these circumstances. 

The apprehensions with which His Excellency says his mind was agitated 
and the dreadful suppositions he has made in older to give an td(?al proof of his 
fidelity to the English by an imaginary slaughter of thousands of his own troops 
IS too chimerical to deserve any notice 

But we cannot forget that his people, after his own example, by an un¬ 
pardonable airogance of deportment, often put the temper and patience of the 
English to trial A daring instance of which happened to Lieutenant Chas. 
Eorbes, who in the presence of another gentleman and sevcial of our Sepoys 
was told by an officer ot the Nabob’s that he would be the means of IIis Excel¬ 
lency’s not only having his (Mr. Forbes’) coat strip from his back, but las ears 
cut off 


Such insolence was well calculated to ferment the minds of our troops, and 
an officer ot less discretion than Mr Forbes would have cut down the miscreant, 
yet the Vizier never gave the least satisfaction for the indignity, and it is well 
known that my servants have been beat and my baggage thrown on the ground 
by the Nabob’s people 

His Excellency is very unseasonable in his railling regarding the unfor¬ 
tunate family of Hafez. and there is a palpable impertinence towards me in his 
^ manner of expiession, although he could not com- 

“ * mand the winds he had in his power to have treated 

the captives with tenderness , he could have ordered it so that these illustrious 
prisoners should not have been distressed for food or rayment, yet the truth 
is that they were covered with vermin, were reduced to the severe necessity 
of making supplications lor private chanties, and actually received alms from 
several gentlemen 

But the Minutes which ray Aide-de-Camp took down from reports of trusty 
Haroarrahs stationed for the purpose of bringing faithful intelligence regarding 
P 2 A prisoners, will speak more plainly their raiser- 

No 62 B able situation, and at the same time prove how 

moderate I was when under examination on these 
• See also paper marked B subjects, and how reluctant I have hitherto been to 

SeeaUos,, „ E enlarge OH the excess of the Nabob * 

His behaviour to the families of Mabulla Cawn, and his brother Fitte Ulah 
Cawn, who possessed a country of about 20 lacks of rupees per annum, was yet 
more criminal. 

Before the commencement of the war he corresponded with them; and 
upon his assurances of protection and friendship they remained at peace m 
Bissonly, the capital of their district, he wrote to them on the 23rd of March in 
these words — 

“I have received your address, the particulars^ which are clearly under- 
^ stood. Te are very de^to me, and have been long 

“ impressed on my heacW I therefore write that ye 
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remain in your own possessions in Bissonly in perfect security, and raise no 
commotions, to what I write hereafter you will act confonnably, and you 
will soothe and satisfy all Rohillas who are disposed to obey me. By the favor 
of God no one shall receive injury; the families of Rohillas / regard as my 
own ,* let all remain in their habitations.** 

* Such was the Viiier*! regard for the KoIuIIm and euch }iw regai d for humanity that ho refused to give any 
awistance either lU traneponiiig their wounded to our hospitals oi hurrying their doiid 

On the 4th of April His Excellency addressed them as follows — 

“ Previous to this Murgolawn Mahomed Cawn will have arrived w'ith you 
and made you acquainted with whatever was neces¬ 
sary. By the blensmg of God there ts not the 
smallest difference between us, nay there is the firmest friendship, and all wall 
be well, regarding the devastation of your country, I have avoided marching 
through it, remain perfectly at ease where you are, whatever is befitting will 
be performed on my part, and all will bo well It is necessary you regard me 
as a friend m this affaii whatever Murgolawn Mahomed Cawn has engaged for, 
I will not depart from ” 

Subsequent to the above letter His Excellency sent a letter to the said 
Chiefs and to their mother, the Begum, in these terms — 

“Your address is received, what you write that Murgolawn Cawn is 
gg arrived and has lelated all particulars, and that 

° ye will act agreeably theieto relying firmly on my 

friendship, it la clearly understood, it is manliest that I have long had true regai d 
for your families, and now that you renew our former union all will most 
certainly be well Nothing shall be wanting on my pait for youi lienelit, for 
I wish for your good and piospenty I am now inaiching by your boundaries 
by way of Cundsoroon, &c It behoves that you remain at homo m perfect 
security and firm to your agreements ” 

Upon the faith of these letters the deduled Cliiefs remained in their habi¬ 
tations m full confidence of being tieated as friends by the Nabob and beiug 
left undisturbed in tlicir possessions 

The moment he arrived at Bissonly, however, they were put info rigorous 
confinement, denied access to their families, robbed of tiieir property, and 
themselves and their women treated not only with dishonor and indignity but 
even with cruelty , 

The unhappy Chiefs preferred fiequeut complaints to mo in the most 
moving terms, and sent the Nabob's original letters to prove how much ho had 
deceived them 

“ He has deprived us of our country of our riches and even of our honor, and 
>0 62 not satisfied with that he is going to send us 

27tiiMaj pnsoneis to Eizabad We desire no country, no 

riches, no houses, but at BissonJy are the tombs of our noble ancestors , near 
them under some shade we beg permission to spend the remainder of our days 
as faqueers.” 

“ Relying on the Vizier’s promises we remained in this country, otherwise 
No 66 we should have fled as tho other Chiefs did and 

■’“"® have preserved our characters and honors , these he 

has taken away with our effects, and how he has dishonored us is known to all ’* 

It was this deceitful conduct, this inhuman treatment that filled the 
minds of all the fugitive* Chiefs with such a distrust and detestation of the 
Nabob. 

And although my representations of the distresses of the family of Hafez 
were ungraciously reoeiv^, and I am sorry to say gave me but little encourage¬ 
ment to plead the cause ot the unhappy, yet I regret exceedingly that I have 
so long suppressed my inoll^tionsof endeavoring to alleviate the misfortunes of 
the much injured Chiefs tq^iom these letters were addressed, and who as well 
as the family of Hafez I hcBftgood npason to believe are even now stmted of 
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the necessaries of life; and when I was on the way down I received the affect¬ 
ing accounts of the death of twenty-five of these ill-fated prisoners 'since their 
arrival at Allahabad for want of sustenance. 

“ Whoever has lost a father and brother in war, has fallen from the dignity 
of a throne, and, become a prisoner, will undoubtedly suffer much misery ” The 
analogy between the stile of this paragraph and a letter which I received some 
time ago from another quarter on the same subject is worthy of observation. 

We grant that the fall of a father, and of a brother, and the loss of a 
throne, were sufficient causes for impressing the souls of the family of Hafez 
with sorrow, but what shall we think of that unfeeling man who added ciuelty 
to the burthen of their affections? What shall wo say of him who m violation 
of all faith, in breach of every sacred tie under the artful mask of dissembled 
friendship, not only robbed the fami'y of Doondy Cawn of their throne, but 
even dispoiled them of their honor, and not contented with depriving them 
of their liberty, has embittered the draught of theu misfortunes by unexampled 
severity m their bondage. 

You find these unhappy people in the utmost diead, lest the Nabob should 
hear of then complaint, let me, theiefore, hope and entreat, gentlemen, that 
whatever it may be your pleasure to do in their tavor may be so ordered and 
conceited as that they may not be exposed to the implacable resentment of 
Sujah 

Towards the conclusion of the Nabob’s letter we find mention made of 
Colonel MacLcan I have been hitheito much at a loss to account for that 
gentleman’s expedition to the army, and more so to divine the causes of his 
speedy return 

Ho quitted his hudgerow at Buxar, and m fifteen days, including those he 
halted, ariivod at our encampment in the extremity of the llolulla country, 
having travelled about six hundred miles in nine days He had hardly got to 
Camp when he talked of leaving it If he had not been so much on wing, I 
should have supposed that he came up in the way of lus duty , but deferring 
tlie contioiling of accounts till some future opportunity he set off again in a 
very few days In thnfy-two houis he reached Bissonly, distant above 14 
miles fiom our camp; but having overtaken the Nabob and Mi. Middleton 
there, he found it convenient to abate of his haste, made easy jounnes, and 
accompanied His Excellency to Lucknow. 

It 18 not obvious what business Colonel MacLean, eitlier in the character 
of Commissary-General of Stores or Controller-General of Accounts, could 
have with the Vizier, yet if His Excellency had said that he had been consult¬ 
ing Mr Macleane on establishment of that nature or on subjects connected 
with his office, I should have been willmg to have thought so. 

But when he declaies that he has been conversing with Colonel MacLean, 
who Avas an emire stranger to him, on matter totally foreign to that gentle¬ 
man’s department, when I consider that I received no intimation from the 
President regarding Colonel MacLean’s expedition, that ho did not trouble 
himself with the duties of his office, which was the only pretence he had for 
his journey, when I consider that the Governor bad been solicitous to prevent 
the gentlemen of the army from having access to the Vizier, and that notwith¬ 
standing a positive prohibition against any officer’s visiting the Nabob without 
my pel mission. Colonel MacLean had a particular and private introduction to 
him In short, when his hurry to join the army, his abrupt departure, his rapid 
journey to Bissonly, his sudden and extraordinary intimacy With the Vizier, 
his private conferences with His Exeelleney as a bosom friend, his courteous 
jaunt to Lucknow, his posting from thence in ten days, and arriving at Calcutta 
nearly about the same time with the Vizier’s letter, I say, when these and other 
circumstances are considered collectively, I cannot help thinking it impossible 
that all could be accident It is not easy to develope transactions of this nature, 
but His Excellency was ill-advised when he wrote—'* I have related all 
more particularly to Colonel MacLean, who will inj»m you of them ”; this 
unguarded sentence reflects a great deal of light, aui^ie veil is no longer more 
than a cobweb. 
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I am concerned that His Excellency took the liberty of treating Colonel 
MacLean So ungracefully os to naake him the vehicle of such malevolence and 
calumny, and I am exceedingly surprized that the gentleman could condescend 
to become an agent in such a business. At all events it would have been no 
more than candid in Colonel MacLean when he did me the favor of desiring 
to audit my bills, before the resignation of his office, to have informed me of 
these raanauvnngs 

“ Mr. Middleton will also write you on these subjects I consult him on all 
affairs.” 

Here His Excellency has removed the curtain entirely, and although he 
has not perhaps brought forth all the chaiacters who were busied behind it, 
yet such hints have escaped him, as leave us very little at a loss ^or the com¬ 
plete dramatis personae. 

I am very much pleased with Mr Middleton’s good conduct, he is a very 
sensible intelligent man, and a very sincere well-wisher of mine ” 

If I did not think favorably of Mr Middleton, I should he induced from 
His Excellencv’s mode of expression to believe that the one had agreed to 
sound the elogium of the other 

“ I liave been spoken to on this subject by the Colonel, who says that Mr. 
Middleton was appointed to collect tlie money due to the Company; and that 
he has no business to interfere in any other matter *’ 

This paragraph bears so little connection with the preceding parts of the 
letter that it seems rather mtioduced as a complaint of Mr Middleton’s than of 
Uis Excellency. 

It is true I thought Mr Middleton rather officious, and I repeatedly 
declared that he had no business with Military affairs , but as I afterwards had 
it, under a respectable signature, that the young gentleman did not concern 
himself in such matters, I was willing till now to have persuaded myself 
that I had been mistaken. 

I would gladly suppose Mr, Middleton did not intend any disrespect to me 
by his interferences with the province of the Commander-In-Chief, and although 
I am Ignorant of what he has written on the subject whicli His Excellency 
mentions, I trust that it is perfectly consistent with his sentiments of the 
Vizier, of whom I must do Mr. Middleton the justice to say he entertains a 
very proper opinion. 

” I have had so many proofs of His Excellency’s deviating from truth, as 
gy well as violating his promise, that I know not how 

to believe liis assurances ” 

With these sentiments of Mr Middleton’s I should close this address, 
gentlemen, but that I find it necessary to trouble you yet a little further 

Since my arrival in town I have been told that it was unfortunate th$ 
Rohilla war was not concluded “ a month earlier ” Whether this was intended 
as a supplement to the Vizier’s letter I know not, but I consider the con¬ 
nection very strong. 

When I left Calcutta to go on the late expedition the members of adminis¬ 
tration declared they would think it fortunate if the war could be fimshed ” in 
two years ” Observe what happened, seven-eighths of the llohilla country was 
conquered and in the undisturbed possession of the Vizier, and the Conjpany’s 
engagements to His Excellency fully performed, in less than three weeks from 
the commencement of the war. 

He was in the collection of three-eighths of the country more than it was 
necessary to put into his hands, m order to have entitled us to the 40 lacks. 

Tlie second campaign, m which upon the authority of the late administra¬ 
tion themselves, I denx the Company were under any obligation of being a 
party, was finished in tm months. 

In fine the articles Apeace were signed in little more than five months 
from he beginning of war,*including a recess of three months, which we 
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had at Bissonly, yet the very same gentlemen who had allotted two years for 
this business, and these gentlemen only, are now dissatisfied that it was not 
concluded “ a month earlier.*' 

And why, because in that case these transactions might possibly have been 
less attended to, but wheieforo slur over measures in this manner, or how could 
it bo expected they should escape unnoticed the public have for some time been 
very observant of, and very minute in their enquires regarding, the transactions 
in this country. 

Whenever the administration of a commercial body takes upon them¬ 
selves a military character they become responsible for their conduct not only 
to their immediate constituents but to the State 

The guardians of the glory of Britian are ever on the watch lest any stain 
should be brought on the honor of the Empire 

The principles upon which the Eohilla W’ar was undertaken, the mode on 
which the Vizier chose to conduct it, could not pass unobserved 
• We may well say of the British that they are the modern Homans their 
Senate could never overlook the prostitution of the national honor in subjecting 
a British General to the command of an Infidel Piinco. 

If those measures were improper, the conclusion of the war sooner oi 
later could not justify them * 

I have m the preceding part of this address clearly shown that there was 
no unnecessary delay on my pait, and I must hero beg leave to transciibc a 
letter which I wioto to the Governor under date the 11th Octobci— 

“ Had there appeared any urgent necessity of pressing upon the Rolullas 
immediately after our arrival at Petergurr, it is probable that notwith¬ 
standing the scruples which I entertained with regard to the extent of my 
authority, I should not have been able to have overcome my inclinations of 
attacking But as the Marattas supposing a certainty of their intentions 
to disturb the Vizier, could not reach the l)oah earlier than December, as the 
Bohillas were shut up and could only receive scanty supplies from the (‘ountry 
between the hills as a delay in the attack of course sulijeeted them to greater 
distress, and tended to weaken and render them less capable of taking advan¬ 
tage of the strength of their situation, as it ivould have been highly imprudent 
to enter the jungle which sunound them till after the heavy fall ot ram usual 
at the equinox, as the attack, supposing it most successful, could have only 
made the enemy retuo further into the countries between the hills, as tins 
would have entirely defeated the Vizier's intentions of crushing or making 
the Rohillas his friends before any other power could make head against him, 
as the natural strength of the enemy’s post would put the credit of the Com¬ 
pany’s arms to the test, as the small share of reputation which I have had the 
good fortune of acquiring in the course of long service was at stake, as I 
could not have assured myself of approbation in case I had risked the attaclc 
and had faile^, as the Vizier very earnestly and from the most prudential 
motives wished to re-establish friendship with Fuzulla Khan, and as I was foi 
some time ill of a severe indisposition ; m short. Sir, as there did not appear a 
single reason in favor of an earlier advance than was made, and as on the 
contrary every consideration that could weigh with me, either as a General or 
in a political view, argued very strongly against any attack at all, I am perfectly 
satisfied with the issue which matters have had , and it is ray' firm hope and 
wish that the honorable and speedy conclusion to wdiich the Rolulla war has 
been brought may give you sincere pleasure and add to that reputation which 
you have so justly acquired in your administration.” 

And I repeat it, gentlemen, that no occurrence brought more credit to that 
administration than the hon’ble period put to the Rjhilla war, which has in 
some measure done away the reproach that so was w»tonly brought upon the 
English name, I am confident that even a few oAhe reasons urged in the 
above letter would carry to any unprejudiced miqj^ conviction of the pro¬ 
priety of my oonduct, but many others might be a ‘ 
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The Engineer had informed me in his discription of the road to Lalldang 
that there was no ground for encampment within less thaii 16 miles, and that 
there was not a drop of water nearer the enemy’s post than 12 miles. 

In a subsequent letter ho observed, “ the people we have been among are 
strong and robust, they seem not to ho affected by 
° their present situation, are of a haughty nnd inde¬ 

pendent temper, and consider their Sardars more as kinsmen than Commanders.” 

The gentlemen of the late administration may have been more able poli¬ 
ticians, they must have known better than I could, how to make up the Com- ' 
pany’s investment, but it can be no compliment to myself to say that I was 
the best judge how to conduct military operations. 

Very long experience had taught me to know that a close attack with 
sepoys ought if possible to bo avoided, because it has hitherto been impracti¬ 
cable to make them keep their order, and preserve their fire. 

I have very often been an eye-witness of their misconduct m that particu¬ 
lar, and bad a recent and remarkable pioof of it on the 23id of April, when qne 
of the Battalions sent from the second line to drive off a body of the enemy 
who galled our right flank, tell into immediate disoidcr, and fired m the air 
twenty deep, although they had an European officer to every division, and were 
in an open plain, what then was to bo expected in the jungles. 

One should imagine too that a scarcity of ammunition might he admitted 
as a good reason why an officer should he cautious of engaging an enemy. 

I carried a much larger quantity to the field than tlio legulations 
allowed carriage for, and yet wo had no more than 
° 45 rounds per man when we left Bissonly m the 

height of the rams I had made indents to the several magazines for supplies to 
arrive with the army in duo time for opening the campaign at the usual season; 
and on the 24th July in consequence ot the resolution of taking the field in the 
rains, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel iluir to for- 
" ^ ward 100,000 rounds of musket ammunition from 

Chunar to Ramgaut, and although tlrnt attentive oflicei took every possible 
ineasuio to expedite its ariival, yet the ammunition did not ri'acli the place of 
destination till the campaign was over, owing to the lajudity and force of the 
cuirent 

I had applied to the Vizier very frequently, as Mr Middlefon* well knows 
No 71 for the loan of as much lead as ould make a 

• Scp also a paper marked M lOOiOOO musket balls j yet I nevei could get one 

ounce from llis Excellency, so tliat we really had not ammunition enough for 
the attack, much less a provision for the event of a retreat 

The troops had been neglected by the Vizier, and wei e greatly discontented; 
the consequence of disorder amongst them tlucatened destiuction to us all. The 
Vizici’s uniform plan was to have starved the enemy into terms , my mclinations 
to mercy were proportioned to that degree of odium which our concern in the 
Roliilla prosecution had brought upon us. The idea I had formed upon the 
faith of good intelligence of the strength of the enemy’s post made me believe our 
success would be very precanous, and the opinions of the Engineers, which. I 
afterwards took, will satisfy you, gentlemen, that it was fortunate we were not 
obliged to risk the reputation of our arms and a^l the advantages we had 
gained so unnecessarily 

Lieutenant Bruce, whose opinion of the s|ttri^ and disposition of the 
yg Rohillas you have seen, talking of their post, says i 

“ From this the road leads dijrectly under the hills to 
a second passage over the Suvassa, where from the heights a haneff all ^ resolute 
men are capable of opposing a considerable army.*' To the southward of the 
river lies the S})ot where the famili^ of the Rohiljp resided , but before we 
could reach that it woufti have been absolutely necessary to have gained the 
summit of the surroun^g hills the ala^hter tb$it would have been the 
consequence of such an J^npt jf'we c^sider that the*. Rohillas were fighting 
for their families must u|jU|ibtedly have been dreadfdHjf^ 
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Captain Penman expresses himself thus—“ In order to ^ain this post it is 
necessary to ford the river several times, and as the 
° hanks arc very high and steep, and covered with 

trees and jungles, the passages noight be disputed with great advantages to the 
Eohillas The natural strength of this post is greater than can well be 
described, and I am confident that a handful of resolute men might baffle the 
attempts of the most daring assailiants, nor could anything in my humble 
opinion be more dangerous than to lead a body ot native troops to such an 
attack, as I have always understood, that it is almost impossible to prevent 
Sepoys fiom throwing away their fire, by which means they would of course 
fall a sacrifice ” 

For a further illustration of this subject, I produce copies of the plans 
taken by these two Engineers and of their opinions at large. 

Even the fullest instructions from the Select Committee, which by the way 
lot me observe, I did not receive till after the peace, did not authorize me to 
proceed into the lull country at all, and yet the enemy were actually entrenched 
■ between the hills 

The desire of satisfying the Vizier however, and my wishes of obliging 
those whom I knew sup^iorted Ills Excellency, had prevailed on mo to go much 
greater lengths than pci haps I ought to have done 

I had acquainted the Committee on the 17th of August of the Vizier’s 
being in possession ot Petergurr, &c “ The mam body of the Robillas, said 
still to consist of about forty thousand, are penned up at Lalldang within 
sixteen coss of us, <fec ” 

In answer the Committee were pleased to express themselves thus— 

“The service being completed wberom the Biigadc was engaged under 
your command, a lepotition of our thanks is duo to you, and to tbo troops 
who effected it, &c ” 

This, gentlemen, although they were advised of the enemy’s being within 
so short a distance of us, they again pronounced the service completed. 

I beg your attention to tbo situation m which the receipt of this letter 
placed me 

When it came to hand I was witbm six coss of the enemy, and let the 
event have been what it would, I must have pushed forward if the lloliillas 
had persisted in declining the Vizier’s offers. 

What would have been the consequence if the army had been repulsed or 
greatly thinnid, which must have been the case even on the most favorable 
supposition. Would not the above paragraph been laid hold of to throw the 
whole upon my shoulders 

The Company would have had great reason to say, " our administration 
mtwio a strange bargain with the Vizier, and our Commander-in-Chief has been 
obstinate in servility ’’ “ Our President stipulated that we should receive forty 
lacks if an agreement took place between Soujah and the Eohillas, we wore to 
receive forty lacks if half the Rohilla country was conquered and we are to 
receive no more for suhdmng the whole.” 

“ Our administration, declared the forty lacks to be due in May; payment 
was demanded early in Ju&e, and yet a second expedition was undertaken, and 
approved of without any regard to our interest, or making any new stipulation 
for our advantage." 

Not content with roduoiiTg the whole countriL our Commander-in-Chief 
took upon himself, even 9ite^ the admnjistration hjj| a second time declared the 
servioe to he completed, to eiphark in ^ dangeroHundertaking, and without 
the sh^ow of advantage to usi W precipitated flr army to destruction and 
endaDge^'4#en our^ existence in Indostan, su^^ould very naturally be the 
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language of the gentlemen m the direction , had their army been repelled, or 
had they even been victorious at the expence of a great number of lives 
unnecessarily thrown away, and I must confess that I think their highest indig¬ 
nation would be most justly excited. 

Supposing, however, our success out of question, and that the Rohillas 
had all been cut off, what benefit would have derived, what profit to the Com¬ 
pany 

The administration had declared the forty lacks due in May, and they 
were not to reap any further advantage, but admitting for a moment that the 
gentlemen in Leaden-Hall Street were of so forgiving a disposition as to over¬ 
look the neglect of the Company’s interest, would they not be incensed at the 
wanton sacrifice of above one hundred thousand lives. 

The language of the British Senate on such an occasion would be very 
serious “ We condeseended to admit of your keeping a military force for the 
preservation of your factories and the protection of your trade, you have abused 
our indulgences, have entered into an unprovoked war, have lured out His 
Majesty’s subjects for your private emolument, and to crown all have brought 
an uudelible stain on your country by the massacre of an innocent people.” 

The Company would throw the blame upon tlieir administration, and 
these gentlemen would endeavour to transfer it to the Commander-m-Chief 

I thank God that it is out of their power I have often successfully fought 
the battles of the Company, and have acquired them riches and to myself 
renown, I have been tlie asserter of their neglected rights I have been merci¬ 
fully disposed towards a persecuted people, and I have endeavoured to alleviate 
the affliction of the miserable and unhappy I have stood forth for the honor 
of humanity, and for the glory of my King and of my country. 

If these are crimes, gentlemen, permit me to stand condemned, and worse 
than death let the sentence be dishonor. But if those are not crimes, lot those 
beware who have wantonly accused me of their being so. 

I should now, gentlemen, offer an apology for the prolexity of this address, 
but that would bo to spin it out longer I have an apology to make but it is 
of a very different nature, it is for that implicit submission boidoiing I am 
afraid on extreme humility which I manifested towards the Vizier, and towards 
those who supported him. 

Military men have in this couptry stood always in a disagreeable predica¬ 
ment Lorded over by every young man who could scrawl a waste-book or post 
a ledger, the soldiers’ firo was smothered, or if fiom any officer a spark of 
libeity broke forth, those gentlemen grown up to Councillors pronounced his 
fate,-dismission 

And although such a fate could not prevail on me to act in any manner 
inconsistent with honor, yet it must be allowed that such consideration would 
weigh much with every man of prudence who had dedicated lus life to the 
service, and had been habituated to the obedience of many orders repugnant 
to his own feelings I will not trespass longer on your patience, gentlemen. To 
conclude therefore 

It is an easy matter to accuse, but allegations unsupported as the Vizier's 
fall of themselves. Conscious that no man was ever more injuriously aspersed 
than I have been, and sensible of the disrepute into which His Excellency has 
irrecoverably plunged himself, it might perhaps bo enough for md to have said 
I defy the slander, and it is not incumbent upon me to prove a negative. 

It too freq^uontly happens that the most irreproachable are thus maliciously 
accused, and though they nannot be formally condemned, yet I am afraid the 
generality of mankind are prone to think ungenerously of their fellows, that 
innocent men often lay un*g the most unjust imputations; happy he who in 
such a situation can put !lnhand.on his breast and say all is quiet, all is 
serenity within. 
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Fortunately for me however, gentlemen, on tins occasion, I hare been able 
to stand forth, 1 have bearded the calumniator, and hare brought such a load 
of truth upon his back as shall make the burthen irksome 


Fort William, 
The 30th January 1775. 


A. CUAMPION. 


Copy of a letter from the Nabob Vizier 

The day I arrived at Pulibeet Harrcarrabs brought me woid that people 
of the English going into the city caused disturbances there , on this I sent a 
message by Shaich ShulTunlah that it was necessary to forbid this. Colonel 
Champion returned reply that he would place English troops on the gates I 
rejoined that it was by no means necessary, and therefore to defer and toibid it 
Colonel Champion, then coming to me, said the English gentlemen say there 
are foui crore ot rupees in the Fort, of which the troops must have some, and 
for this purpose is all this argument therefore three English gentlemen and 
three persons on your part going mto Pulibeet shall take an account of the 
effects. 

I said that this was a new matter and which had not been agiecd upon 
between us, to which the Colonel replied, if you will not comply with this pro¬ 
posal, there will be distuibnnce in the English camp. 

On bearing this I discovered that Colonel Champion was forced into this 
measure, and that he could not help it, therefore from friendship to him,I said 
no more on the subject, but that weighing the matter, I would comply with it 
the next day After this the Colonel wrote me that it was necessary to send the 
persons into the city. Then when I saw be was thus hasty, though m the 
heat of noon, I went to Colonel Champion, and asked him what gentlemen 
would go into Pulibeet. On which, calling Mr. Murray, Colonel Lesslio, and 
Major Hannay, before me, he said these are the three gentlemen who will go 
and take the account I said between Mr Hastings and me there is no agree¬ 
ment to this purport, and from the first there will be no more than four or 
five thousand rupees m Pulibeet ; but supposing there should be treasure, what 
business have the gentlemen with it, for never was anything of this kind 
granted before, “ to this Mr. Muiray said to me, previous to this the w^ar was with 
the Marrattas, in which no country, &c, was in question, on which account 
nothing of this kind was urged, but now if people from the English don't go 
into the Fort, the Sepoy will plunder the whole country *’ The Colonel hearing 
this reproved him, saying, “ this discourse is not proper ” After this I said 
“ though this matter is not in my agreement it is of no consequence, give me 
the sum I am lo pay to Mr. Hostings for this business, in lieu of which take 
what you say is in Pulibeet, and give me a receipt" To this no reply was 
returned, but they remained fixed in their resolution. After this I observed that 
if English people went now mto Pulibeet, in future to whatever city or place 
we went the same debate would ensue In reply they said that it should not 
be the case at any other place; it was for this place only they debated On this, 
speaking to Major Hannay, I said, “ this once is immaterial, to satisfy the gentle¬ 
men I will he silent, hut this I declare if henceforwarji at any place similar 
demands are made I will quit the country as it is, and return to my own ” 
Major Hannay telling what I said to Colonel Lesslie in English, Colonel 
Lesslie addressing himself to Colonel Champion said in English ell, well, that 
is good, good, for though I do not understand English, 1 have particular reasons 
for saying I am right in this particular. I told the gentlemen that sending people 
could only bfe productive of acquiring a bad name, but that for their satisfac¬ 
tion I yielded. Finally these gentlemen went, but returned without success, and 
the truth is that originally there were not above fourAr five thousand rupees 
m Pulibeet; but if there had been, what business w^t to the gentlemen, see¬ 
ing that when this war was first concerted, hetweei^Bu and me, this circum¬ 
stance was never mentioned. Moreover, I am entireBemployed about the sum 
agreed to he paid, nor will 1 he neglectful. 
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Why did the gentlemen talk to me in this way. I was astonished, having 
never experienced from the English gentlemen before that the Chief was set 
aside; and I obliged to converse with other gentlemen. With you Sir, and other 
Governors as Lord Olive, &o , I have long had friendship, but never did the 
Chief sit by and every other speak separately It is now above nine years that 
there has been stnot friendship between the English and me, and every day 
increasing; but I never conceived from our friendship that there would be 
room for the breadth of a hair of dispute, and I have been beyond measure 
employed to prevent it. Till now, too, whatever is fit and proper has been 
shewn by the English gentlemen; except now this extraordinary argument is 
introduced To you it is known how immense my expenses have been for the 
three past years, and for performance of the agreement between us, I am 
employed night and day; but if henceforward at whatever places there may he 
treasure, this sort of demand is to be made, I shall have difficulty therein 
Yourself are judge whether or not what I write be true, but never had 1 this 
kind of argument with the English; that money in idea, and that was not 
agreed on, should be talked of, and a fresh business, and new discourse be begun, 
and the Chief being displaced, every man urge his own demand forcibly Do you 
weigh this matter maturely and express your displeasure to the gentlemen, 
that this may not again occur, and this practice may not happen of setting 
the Cliief aside; and every man being his own master, and doing whatever he 
will. in fact this never was the practice with the English Chiefs. You and I are 
now remote from each other; but my business is with you, who are the head 
of all affairs. Whomever you confirm as Chief he is so, and no other Severe 
reprehension is requisite in this matter, that in future anything of a like nature 
may not happen, and that new matters contrary to agreements may not be 
spoken of I am perfectly assured of your friendship, and to whatever agree¬ 
ments are between us, am I firm It is proper you repair this, so that it wiU 
not again happen and our friendship will daily increase. 

Eegard what you say and do, and speedily send me a reply; for from you 
I am full of hope. Having related the whole distinctly to Mr. Middleton, he 
will write it. 

E. E. EOBEETS, 
Persian Interpreter, 


Mr. Francis moves that immediate orders be sent to Mr Bristow to 
enquire carefully into the present circumstances and situation of the surviving 
parts of the families of Hafez Khamit and the other Rohilla Chiefs who were 
taken prisoners by the late Vizier, and to interpose his most urgent and 
strenuous good offices with the present Government of Oude to obtain for them 
freedom, united with some certain and honorable provision and maintenance, 
and to report the facts and the consequences of his solicitations, as soon as 
possible 


Fort William, 

The 14th February 1775. 


} 


P FEANCI8. 
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Fort William, the 24th February 1775. 

At a Council, present; 

The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Oovernor-General, Prendent. 

Lieutenant-General John Clavbring. 

The Hon’blb George Monson. 

Richard Barwell, Esq. 

Philip Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the l4tli instant. 

The Goveinor-General further lays before the Board the following advices which bo has 
received fiom Mr. George Bogle, and as they contain the first information of his meeting with 
the Teshoo Lama, he pioposes, as they will not be included in the Pioceedings sent by this 
despatch, that copies of them should be sent numbers in the Packet of the Buie for the satis- 
faction of the Couit of Directors 

Mr Boglo’s Journal Agreed Copies bo accordingly transmitted by the Bute 

Hon’ble Sir, —I had the honor to advise you of my arrival on the frontier 
of Thibet in a short address of the 26th October. I left Paridrong next day 
accompanied by some Teshoo Lama’s servants and arrived here on the 12th 
ultimo. 

The Lama received your letter and presents very graciously, and I have 
every reason to be satisfied with his reception 

Having represented to him your desire of opening a free intercourse of 
trade between the inhabitants of Bengal and this country, he has given me 
assurance of his ready endeavours to bring it about, but as he intends in a few 
days to return to Teshoo Loombo, his capital, where he will have an oppor¬ 
tunity of consulting with the merchants, he delays coming to any determination 
at present. In the meantime he has written to Lahassa on the subject, from 
which he expects the arrival of some officers to congratulate him on his return. 

Teshoo Lama’s character and abilities, his having discovered and placed the 
present Delay Lama in the chair at Potalo, his being favored by the Emperor of 
China, and his having obtained from him the appointment of Gesub Ram- 
backay, the present Chief, give him great influence. The seat of Government, 
however, is at Lahassa. The Emperor of China is paramount sovereign and is 
represented by two Chinese officers, who are changed every three years These 
men are to report to their Court the state of the country, but I am told seldom 
interfere in the management of it, which during Delay Lama’s minority is 
intrusted to Gesub and four Ministers, leshoo Lama has a number of villages 
and monasteries belonging to him, which are scattered over Thibet, and inter- 
mixed with those of the Delay Lama. To attempt to explain the nature of a 
Government where so many different interests are blended together would 
oblige me to enter into details, which, as my imperfect knowledge of the 
country might hardly justify, I at present would rather wish to avoid. I 
take the liberty of enolosmg a memorandum of the trade of Thibet and have the 
honor to be, &c. 

Dbshbrepoay, ■) ^ 

Near Ohamnamning, ^ GEORGE BOGLE. 

The 6th December 1774. ) 


Memorandum by Mr. Boolb on the Trade of Thibet, 

The foreign trade of Thibet is very considerable. Being mountainous. 
Of uie trade end prodactione of naturally barren, and but thinly peopled, it requires 
Thibet. large supplies from otl^ countries and its valuable 

productions furnish it with the means of procung them. It yields gold, 
musk, cowtails, wool, and salt; coame woollen oloflmd narrow serge are almost 
its only manufactures. It produces no iron, no^Hit, nor spices; the nature of 
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the soil and of the climate prevents the culture of silk, rice, and tobacco, of all 
which articles there is a great consumption, but the wants of the country will 
best appear from an account of its trade. In this sketch, however, I propose only 
to give the outlines, which I will beg leave afterwards to fill up and correct. 

The genius of this Government, like that of most of the ancient kingdoms 
^ in Hindostan, is favorable to commerce; no duties 

oreign mere an levied Ott goods, and trade is protected and free 

from exactions. Many foreign merchants, encouraged by these indulgences, or 
allured by the prospect of gam, have settled in 
as minani Thibet The natives of Cashmire, who like the 

Jews in Europe, or the Armenians m the Turkish Empire, scatter themselves 
over the Eastern Kingdoms of Asia and carry on an extensive traffick between 
the distant parts of it, have formed establishments at Lahassa and all the 
principal towns in this country. Their agents, stationed on the coast of 
Coromandel, in Bengal, Benares, Nephaul and Cashmire, furnish them with the 
commodities of these different countries, which they dispose of in Thibet or 
forward to their associates at Seling, a town on the 
Bcquicm borders of China The Gossienes, the trading ‘ pil¬ 

grims of India, resort hither in great numbers. Their humble deportment and 
holy character, heightened by the merit of distant pilgnraages, their accounts 
of unknown countries and remote regions, and above all their professions of 
Ivigh veneration for the Lamas, procure them not only a ready admittance hut 
great favors, though clad m the garb of poverty, there are many of them 
possessed of considerable wealth; their trade is confined chiefly to articles of 
great value and small bulk It is carried on without noise or ostentation, and 
often by paths unfrequented by other merchanls 
The Calmacks, who with then* wives and families 
annually i-epair in numerous tribes to pay their 
devotions at the Lama’s shrines, bring their camels 
loaded with fur and other Siberian goods The Booteeas and the other 
inhabitants of the mountains, which form the southern frontier of Thibet, 
are enabled by their situation to supply it as well 
op au an aaara Commodities of Bengal as the productions 

of their own States The people of Assam furnish it with the coarse manufac¬ 
tures of their kingdom The Chme/e, to whose empire this country is subject, 
have established themselves in great numbers at the capital, and by introducing 
the curious manufactures and merchandize of China, are engaged man extended 
and lucrative commerce; and thus Lahassa, being 
at the same time the seat of Government and the 
place of the Delay Lama’s residence, is the resort of strangers and the centre 
of communication between distant parts of the world 

The most considerable branch of commerce is with China, it is canied 

,, , . on by the natives of that kingdom, and by the 

Cashmiriaus and the Lama s agents who proceed to 
Seling, and sometimes even to Pekin. The imports are coarse tea, of which 
the consumption is immense, flowered and brocaded sattms of various kinds, 
pelong, handkerchiefs, silk thread, furs, porcelain cups, glass, snuff boxes, 
knives and other cutlery, talents oJE silver, and some tobacco The returns are 
made m gold, pearls, coral, chanks, br(^cloth, and a trifling quantity of 
witbfcibena. Bengal cloths The productions of Sibena are 

* * imported*chiefly by the Calmacks, or by the way 

of Seling. They consist of furs, red and black bulgar hides, cowtails, some 
dromedaries, bastard pearls and silver, and are bartered for broadcloth, coral 
With cwhmiro ' amber bfeads, spices and gold. 'The Cashmirians 
« 1 ‘ naturally engross the ttade with their countiy. It 

. is not considerable. The imports are chiefly sugar* 

dried raisins, and other fruits, the exports hre goats,, 


Inhabitants of Bootan 


wool, and gold. The impon 
and other coarse manufacti 


munjeck, which are exch 
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from Assam are spices and timber, mugga-dooties," 
;s of silk and Imen. The native productions of 
Debe Eajah’s country brought into Thibet are 
^wrought'M'on, coarse woollen cloth, and some 
' for ixA and other Cfaineze oommoditldS, rock 
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salt, wool, sheep akms and narrow fnzes for their home consumption. The pro- 
With Ne b«ai ductions imported from Nephaul are chiefly iron and 

* *“ rice; but as th^ie two countries have been, the 

principal channels of communication between Bengal and Thibet, it is necessary 
to give a more particular account of them 

While Nephaul was divided among the different States of Catmaund, 
. ^ ^„ . , Pattan, Badgannd, and Goorka, and remained under 

Ancient comnaeroial state of Nepbaul ,, ^ j. n j ^ j. c i 

the Government of Rajahs independent of each 
other’s authority, every encouragement was given to trade A very moderate 
duty W'as levied on goods; the country, populous and well cultivated, easily 
furnished the means of transporting them, and the merchants, Iree from spoil or 
exactions, settled m Nephaul and contributed to enrich it at the same time 
that they improved their own fortunes. Some disputes arose among these petty 
„ . . . V n L Chiefs They went to war, and Perti Narrain, the 

onqnea o i y oor» Rajah of Goorka, was called in to take part in the 

quarrel; having subdued the enemy he turned his arms against his allies , and 
partly hy treachery, paitly by the exertion of superior abilities, has after a M'ar 
of twenty-five years, made himself master of the whole of the country and 
umted it under one Government 

But although the wealth of Nephaul furnished Goorka with the means hy 
^ , which he rose, lie neglected to cherish the source 

Effect of from whenco it flowcd Mistrustful of subjects 

disaffected to his Government he entertained a number of troops on regular pay. 
He disciplined them; he furnished them with firearms, he formed an artillery, 
and left nothing undone to render himself formidable , the stated revenue of 
countries where a standing army had hitherto been unknown was unequal to 
these extraordinary expences, and Goorka, among other expedients, had recourse 
to imposing high duties on trade m order to defray them. The merchants, subject 
to heavy and arbitrary fines upon the most fnvolous pretence, or obliged to 
purchase the protection of a tyrannical Government by presents scarce less 
oppressive, quitted a country where they could no longer enjoy that freedom 
and security which is the life of commerce The Gossienes, who had formerly 
very extensive establishments m Nephaul, having incurred Goorka’s resentment 
by the assistance which they afforded his adversaries, were duven out of the 
kingdom, and many of the most wealthy inhabitants, being stripped of their 
possessions or exposed to the exactions of a conqueror, likewise deseited it Two 
Cashminan houses only remain, and the Rajah, afraid of their also abandoning 
him, obliges them to give security for the return of such agents as they have 
occasion to send without the boundaries of his dominions. 

The trade between Bengal and Thibet through the Dehe Rajah’s country used 
Trade with Bfugai through the Deb# formerly to be cngrossed wholly hy the Booteeas 
E»jah’« country Two of the Cashmirian houses however who fled from 

Nephaul, being unwilling to forego the gainful commerce in which they had 
hitherto been concerned, settled at Labassa, and having obtained permission 
from the Debe Rajah to transport their goods through his territories established 
agents in Bengal, but as they are prohibited from trading in broadcloth and 
some other considerable articles, and as their trafliok is earned on to no great 
extent, and all other merchants are excluded, it by no means cmnpensates the 
loss which Bengal has sustained by the mterruption of its commerce through 
Nephaul. 

The commodities of Bengal used also to be conveyed intb Thibet through 
Through Morung. Morung and a Province adjoini ng ^ it, which is sub- 

ject to Labassa, and governed by a Chief stiled Dpnro 
Jung. The facquiers when expelled Nephaul generally frequented this road, but 
being esteemed unhealthy it was not adopted by any creditable merchants Goorka, 
however, having extended his conquests over the first of these countries, and 
having lately invaded the other, all intereourse is atJresent interrupted. 


Besides these different communications, thejl 

By 0* Bonwa. Mxra&Rf 

country and the hill 

169 F. D 
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|is a road leading from 
through the Mustang 
> northward of Bulwang 
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Sing’s territories, which are subject to Kajahs who still preserve their independ¬ 
ence The more valuable sorts of Bengal goods are sometimes imported into 
Thibet by this channel. But although the merchants travel m perfect security 
and receive every assistance from these petty Chiefs, the length of the way, the 
difficulty of the road, through a mountainous and in several places uninhabited 
country, and the intermediate profits upon the goods, render it far from 
eligible. Of late years it has become more frequented on account of its being 
almost the only means of communication. 


The principal articles of merchandize between Bengal and Thibet are broad- 
^ cloth.atter, skins,neel (indigo), pearls, coral, amber* 

Nfttare of thii trade j i. i 1.1 ° V ^ , ’ 

and other beads, chank, spices, tobacco, sugar, 
Malda striped sattins, and a few white cloths, chiefly coarse; the returns are 
made in gold dust, musk, and cowtails 

A knowledge of the current specie and of the proportional value of money 
, . .pu ■ . in a country is of capital importance towards under- 

standing the nature of its trade, but the intiicacy 
of the subject and the variety of circumstances requisite in forming a just notion 
of it oblige me at present to mention it only briefly. There are no mints in 
Thibet Payments are made m talents of China and Tartary in small bulses of 
gold dust or in the com of the former Rajahs of Catmaund and Pattan, which is 
the established specie of the kingdom The circulation of thoir rupees, which 
were of a base standard, proved very beneficial to these Chiefs, and Goorka, as soon 
as he had firmly established bis authority in Nephaul, endeavoured to introduce 
h}s com into Thibet. For this purpose he sent a deputation to Lahassa with a 
largo sum in rupees struck in his name, and desired the sanction of Govern¬ 
ment to circulate them through the country The merchants aware of Goorka’i 
ill-faith refused to accept them, and the Government returned him this artful 
answer,—We are willing to receive your coin, provided that you take back all the 
money of Nephaul which is now m circulation. This condition was neither for 
Goorka’s interest, nor m his power to comply with Nothing since has been 
done m this important affair. The old specie continues to pass, but the channel 
by which it was introduced having been long stopped up, it has rose greatly above 
its former value, as well in proportion to the talents of silver as to the gold 
dust. 


Copy of a letter to CoLONBt Champion, dated Fort William, the I6th February 1775 

Sir, —In the vindication of your conduct which you lately delivered to the 
Board, you have thought proper to advance several heavy accusations against 

^ . r,, , anfl the late Administration from which it is 

incumbent on me both to exculpate myself and 
them, but the short time remaining between the delivery of your vindication 
and the departure of the Pactjlo, and the load of other business which neces¬ 
sarily engages my time, will render it impossible for me to prepare my reply 
to your vindication before the departure of that ship on which you have taken 
your passage I therefore think it necessary to inform you of my intention of 
replying fully to your vindication, not only in defehoe of my own and tfie 
conduct of the late Administration from your accusations, but also in examination 
of the charges which the late Vizjpr preferred against you, particularly that 
respecting the long inaction of the brigade befofe LalldaUg As these accusa¬ 
tions were addressed to me by the Vizier in my capacity or the first Member of 
the Adnunistration, it became the duty of tny station to submit them to enquiry, 
and the method I preferred was to give them to your perusal, nwer doubting but 
your promised vindication would contain an ample refutation of them; but it does 
not appear to me that you have refuted them. I now acquaint you that I shall 
submit these matters to the exammation and decision of the Board, and make 
a very free enquiry into eMch ^rts of your conduct as have been arraigned by 
the Vizier, and I give yomhis notice to prevent the supposition of my taking 
advantage of your abseni*^ Jhe prosecution of these enquiries, that you may, 
if you think it necessary ^fer your departure for the opportunity, either of 
supporting the accu8atiotA\u have brought against the late Administration 
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and mo, or defending yourself from the charges which may appear against 
you The delay which has taken place m this enquiry must be attributed 
to the length of time which has passed before the delivery of your vindication 

I am, &c, 

WARREN HASTINGS, 

True copy, 

ROBERT PATTON, 

Military Secretary 


Ordered that copies of the above letters be sent to the Court of Directors m the Bute’s packet 
agreeable to the desire of the Governor-General 

The Governor-General delivers in the following Minutes containing his 
observations upon those given into the Board in Council the 23rd ultimo by the 
General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, on which he then gave notice that 
he would make some remarks. 


The General, Colonel Monson, and Mr Francis, in their letter of appeal tO 
„ , M . the Court of Directors, have declared that they meant 

not to see Mahomed Raza Cawn, and assigned their 
reasons for it, that his acquittal is not yet confirmed by the approbation of the 
Court of Directors, tliat they did not know the reasons on which it was founded; 
and that receiving and returning his visit might imply that they were satisfied 
of his innocence, they thought it therefore safer to decline it until the pleasure 
of the Court of Directors concerning him should be known that to commit 
themselves by demonstration of favpr to him which they might afterwards be 
obliged to retract. Notwithstanding this declaration and these reasons, they 
now inform the Board that they have accepted the visit of Mahomed Raza 
Cawn., 


I leave it to them to reconcile the contradiction in this behaviour, and 
shall make no other comment upon it than that it appears to me a pursuance of 
the plan which they have steadily adhered to from the beginning, to take every 
means and opportunity in their power to weaken and discredit my authority. 
Whether this was their real intention or not I am sure it can admit of no other 
interpretation in the minds of unbiassed persons, since Mahomed Raza Cawn’s 
desire of paying his compliments to them and of visiting them was early and 
repeatedly notified to them by me at his instance, and their refusal for reasons 
which still remain in force had been conveyed to him through me, but on a 
subsequent application from Mahomed Raza Cawn, through other channels, it 
seems, they have not refused to receive his visit. 


With regard to the communication which they received from him and 
which they mean to lay before the Board as far as relates to the intciest of the 
Company, I must protest against their proceeding as a dangerous innovation 
and a particular indignity to me as head of this Government For fliCse gentle¬ 
men m a self-erect^ Committee, to the exclusion, of the other members, to 
receive information relating to the Company’s affairs, to deliberate upon them 
apart, and to deal them out to the Board at their pleasure, is to assume to them¬ 
selves a right which I deem to be unconstitutional, derogatory to the rights of 
the Governor-General and Council, and which in its consequences may prove 
highly injurious to the Company’s affairs. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


OoTtmia«nt of Indl* roatnl PriatiDg OIBce -N« II 
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